war 6 19 





























RAD! 


ADO | | MUSIC 


| L_stace_| 











_Fuuts_| [veo ] [i 














AARIET 








4 ~) 
PRICE 


BSE 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y., by Variety. Inc. 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 


COPYRIGHT, 


Annu 
Post Office at 
ALL RIGHTS 


1905, at the 
1958, BY VARIETY, INC. 


New York, 


al subscription, $10. 
N. Y., 
RESERVED 


Singie copies, 25 cents. 
under the act of March 3, 1879 





VOL. 210 No. 


5 NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 1958 


80 PAGES 





FILM ‘FUTURE’: GI BABY BOOM | 





‘Variety Buys Bronx Printing Plant TEEN Ml MARKET IN 


From N.Y. Post in an Expansion Move 


In a major expansion of its me- 
chanical facilities, Variety has | 
purchased the Bronx plant of the| 
N. Y. Post, situated on East 148th | 
St. just of Third Ave. Deal | 
was closed Friday (28). Under the | 
purchase Variety Ine acquired | 
the land, a three-story, 50,000 sq. | 
ft. fireproof building of steel and 
reinforced concrete constructioa, 
and various items of prinung 
equipment, including a_ six-unit 
Hoe press 

This press will triple the page 

capacity of VARIETY as weil as pro- 
vide run-of-paper spot color. 

It will also increase production 
facilities of The Rogowski Co. Inc. 
(wholly-owned VARIETY subsidiary), | 
presently situated at 444 Pearl St., | 
and will make the Rogowski job} 
printing plant capable of trebling | 
its output generally. When finally | 
installed in its new location, the | 
Rogowski Co. will have one of the 
largest and best-equipped news- 
paper job shops in the eastern 
part of the country. 

Rogowski will move in stages 
from its longtime Pearl St. loca- 
tion as demolition for a lower east 
side housing development gets un- 
der way 


vest 


Originally built to house the 
former Bronx Home News, the 


property was acquired by the N.Y 
Post in 1947 for publication of its 
Bronx edition. Plant has béen on 
standby basis since last May. Opera- 
tional timetable calls for press 
modifications to begin as soon as 
possible, with printing expecte*++oJ 
commence at the new Rog 
(VARIETY) site some time“ 
mer Press will be adapted *tor 
color work so that run-of-the- 
paper spot color will be available | 
in tegular as well as most of the| 
special issues of VARIETY 

VARIETY was represented in the | 

(Continued on ors: 72) 


FBI Upset Over H’ rer H’wood’s 
New Gangster Pix Cycle, 
Despite ‘Punk’ Depictions 


Hollywood, March ‘4. 

FBI is understood to be taking 
a dim view of the upsurge of gang- 
ster biopix, latest trend to hit the 
indies. With “Machine Gun Kelly” 
already completed, “Baby Face 
Nelson”. in release and _ both 
Pretty Bey Floyd and At Capone 
up for future depiction on screen, 
J. Edgar Hoover and his agency 
are said to. be very concerned 
about what. appears to be the be- 


r 
| 
| 
| 


ginning of a cycle. 
FBI officials in Los Angeles last 
week visited Production Code Ad- 


ministrater Geoffrey Shurlock and 
reported to have stated their 
that films which glamorize 
bad effect 
abroad. Pro- 
trend, however, appears | 
gangsters as the punks 
rather than pretty them 
zlamorization. 


are 
views 


hoodlums could have a 
both in the U. S 
duction 
to show 
they were 
up via 


and 


| some later 





Grisly German Humor 
Frankfurt, March 4 
German music biz story mak- 
ing the rounds has to do with 
a Berlin diskery producing an 
LP titled “Music To Listen To 
World War III By.” 
Pseudo-song titles include 
“I Remember New York” and 
Y “Where Were You When The 
Fallout Fell?” 








ASCAP’s $13-Mil 
A Sixmonth Mark 


Hollywood, March 4 
Distributions of the American 
Seciety of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers hit a new six-month 
peak during the last half of 1957 
with the half-year total topping the 
$13,000,000 mark. That com: .ires 


|} with a $10,400,000 distribution for 


the first six months. For the third 
quarter, ending last Oct. 1, ASCAP 
split up a $5,260,000 melon, while 
for the fourth quarter, ending Dec. 
31, the payoff d $5,643,000 
In addition, A distributed 
$2,174,000 to publishers and writers 
out of foreign revenues. Figures 
were disclosed at ASCAP’s gen- 
eral membership meeting at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel here last 
Thursday (27). 


- Wirile income was climbing, ex- 


‘Continued on page 79 


USIA TO APPROVE ALL 
PIX EXPORTS TO SOVIETS 


U. S. Government, i.e. the U.S 
Information Agency, must approve 
all film exports to Russia and/or 
any of the Communist countries. 

Confirmation of this policy 
comes via the now-current Motion 





| Picture Export Assn. talks with the 


Hungarians. If a deal is made with 
Hungary, it won't be done within 
the framework of the International 
Media Gu@rantee program inas- 
much as the Hungarian govern- 
ment won't approve U.S. informa- 
tional use of IMG monies within 
the country. 

Regardless of this, the U. S. 
Information Agency will pass on 
the pix that may be shipped to 
Budapest. In Poland, where a deal 
is virtually concluded for 26 MPEA 
pictures, the IMG currency ex- 
change program is in effect. This 
carries with it an automatic review 
by IMG of the types of films 
shipped. Any deal with the Soviets 
also wouldn't fall under the IMG 
program, 

American film executives say 
they actually welcome the govern- 
mental review procedure abi h in 
effect constitutes insurance that, at 
date, there mightn't be 
criticism of the films exported. 


{wood has cause for optimism. 


| 


i the 


VAST EXPANSION 


If it’s true what the surveys Say, 
that it’s primarily the young peo- 
ple who make up the motion pic- 


ture audience today, then Holly- | 
| 





Thanks to the baby boom that | 
—— the cease-fire of World} 

War II, the number of young peo- | 
ple under 21 in this country is due | 
to rise by leaps and bounds start- 
ing with 1958. Add to this that 
they'll be better educated than 
ever, and have more spending 
money than ever, and motion pic- 
tures have the potential for a great 
attendance revival. 

The growth of the “teen” mar- 
ket is bound to make itself felt in| 
many areas, but nowhere is it of | 
greater significance than in the 
film field, both in terms of audi- 
ence potential and as a guide to 
motion picture content. Not only 
are these the future homemakers, 
but they represent the “restless” 
element of the population, the peo- 
ple who don’t want to stay home 
to watch tv and who are still im- 
mune to any sophisticated disdain 
of run-of-the-mill screen offerings. 

The “teen” market (age 13-21) 
stood at 19,600,000 in 1952. Last 
In 1958 


year, it rose to 21,800,000 
it's going to jump to 22,400,000 
and in 1959 te 23,000,000. By 1960 


it'll hit 24,600,000 and by 1965:it’ll 
climb over 30,000,000. 

The most significant faction--17 
to\21 of age—is growing like topsy. 
La§t year, compared with 1952, its 
growth was only 5%. By 1960, 
it’ll\be 17% larger than in ’52 and 
by 1965 it will be 46% larger. 
Come 1970, the 17 to 21 group will 
total \close to 18,500,000 against 
the current 11,000,000. 

The figures are taken from a dis- 
sertatian on “The Economy of 
1958-59Y by Arno H. Johnson, v.p. | 


‘| and senior econemist of the J. Wal- 


(Cc pntinued or on page 27) 





“Vaster Astor’ Keys Theatre Square; 
Hotel Deal Sparks Much Show Biz 





Imported Sex Only 

While many art film theatre- 
owners are showing marked 
preference for pictures with 
sexy angles, they do have one 
important reservation. 

The exhibitors insist - that 
this type of product be for- 
eign—mainly French or Ital- 


ian. They don’t care about the 
American, meaning  Holly- 
wood, 


brand of sex. 











Europe Has Had 


It—Big Bosoms 


“European audiences are fed up 
with bosoms.” This observation 
came last week from Spanish film 
star Sarita Montiel who is no apol- 
ogy in that department herself 
“They're fed up to here,” said Miss 


Montiel, placing her hand above 
her head. 

According to Miss Montiel, wife 
of director Anthony Mann, Euro- 


pean film patrons prefer good act- 
ing to exposure. She maintains 
they'd rather see Maria Schell, In- 
grid Bergman and Anna Magnani 
than many of the sexpots who have 


recently become popular in the 
United States 
Referring to Brigette Bardot, 


Miss Montiel, who has appeared in 
two American films (“Sererade” 
and “Vera Cruz’) declared: “She 
shows her body. I show my face 
I’m sorry but I never see her face 
I want to be all the time with my 
face on the screen. I don’t say it 
because I don’t have it, I have it, 
too 


(C ontinued | on n page 27) 


Y & R's Two-Hour TV Spec Honoring 
Irving Berlin on 70th Birthday 


Young & Rubicam has set in mo-| 
tion plans for an ambitious two- 
hour tv network spectacular to kick 
off the '58-'59 season honoring Irv- 
ing Berlin on his 70th birthday. 
(Actually Berlin’s birthday falls 
earlier in the year but the mam- 
moth tv-show biz salute is being 
pushed back to O¢tober to give the 
new season a major curtain-raiser. 

Y & R, which reserves the right 
to pitch the show up to its own 
clients by virtue of the fact that 
the agency has incepted the idea, 
has already enlisted the support 
of many key show biz personalities 
and has had preliminary talks with 
NBC for its network facilities. 
However, 
not bound to an NBC airing for | 
“dream showcase,” 


as pointed*out, Y & R is|major undertakings 


| possible that it may emerge as a 
two or even three-network under- 
taking 

Berlin, although heretofore re- 
luctant to lend himself to such tv 
undertakings, has expressed en- 
thusiasm over the proposed two- 
hour show, particularly since the 
Boy America, which has 
shared in other Berlin ventures 
will be brought into the picture 
Paul Cunningham, prexy of the 
American Society of Composers 
Authors & jlishers, will also 
help sparkplug the spec. Top fig- 
ures in the show biz talent arena 
are being enlisted 

Berlin spec is 


Scouts of 


one of several 
on the Y & R 


griddle designed to give ‘'58-'59 


for it’s still|telecasting a live hypo. 


Miss Montiel stopped off in N. Y 


Show biz highlights, with a 
strong socialite flair, are the end- 
result of the three-way reality deal 
involving the Hotel Astor, famed 
Times Square landmark. With the 
Webb & Knapp-Sheraton Hotels 
Corp. of America deal now finalized 
it will result in: 

1.) A Theatre Square, with alu- 
minum marquee, from the Broad- 
way frontage of the Hotel Astor to 
the recently refurbished Manhattan 
nee) Lincoln Hotel, directly back- 
ing it on 8th Ave., with the same 
44th-45th St. boundaries. Both will 
be William Zeckenaorf Jr. hotel 
operations, along with the Commo- 
dore Hotel, latter on a 10-year 
lease, instead of an outright buy 
which was an original intention un- 
til Robert R Young's suicide 
stalled a $3,000,000 payment 

2.) A revitalization of the 
as a social-theatrical hub for 


+ By ABEL GREEN 
| 


Astor 
ball- 


room events, fetes, and the like 
3.) A new nitery to be calied 
The: Plush Horse, revived from a 


pre-World War I catchphrase about 
“Mrs. Astor's plush horse” when 
the Frederick A. Muschenheim 
hostelry was a social centre. 

4.) A renewed accent on the As- 
tor ballroom, with its 2,250-capac- 
ity (bigger than the Waldorf’s) and 
a campaign by Col. Serge Obolen- 
sky, aided by Pegeen (& Ed) Fitz- 
gerald, to bring to the midtown 
hostelry some of Gotham’s top so- 
cial events which usually revolve 

(Continues on page 27) 


Gotham Sports Writers 
Still Loyal to Dem Bums; 
N.Y. Vs. L.A. Press Rivalry 


Vero Beach, Fla., March 4 

The switch of the Dodgers from 
Brooklyn to Los Angeles, and the 
decision of the New York papers 
to cover them in spring training 
despite the move, has brought 
about an Alice-in-Wonderland situ- 
ation. Dodgers’ sprawling base in 
Indian River County is now an 
armed journalistic camp with New 
York and California writing con- 
tingents engaged in a vendetta 
which would be harrowing if it 
wasn't funny, 





Ex-Dodger writers from New 
York are still sporting baseball 
caps with fancy “B” in contrast to 
L.A.”-initialed headgear worn by 
California corps. Also, former 
bitter New Yerk rivals are now 
feeding each other exclusives in 
order to show up newcomers mak- 


ing their major league debuts 

Attitude of Arthur E. (Red) Pat- 
terson, Dodger flack, hasn't helped 
an According to New York writ- 
ers, Patterson refused to cooper- 
ate with housing accommodations 
in barracks which have been long- 
time spring home of both players 
and writers since end of World 
| (Continued on page 27) 
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See D. of J. Probe of Talent Agencies 


Lead-up 


to Overall 0.0. of Show Biz. 10» Undipl 





‘Live of Film’ 
Less Important Than 
‘Good or Bad’ 


Sez Phil Cohen 


(V.P., SSC&B) 


One of the interesting 


features in 


VARIETY 





the Dept. of¢ 
ist Division that it| 
te Musie Corp. of 
» and the William Morris 
of the world’s largest 
fuient ¢ ‘ may lead to a look- 
e i | phases of show biz by 
t Fede Government Depart- 
ment fee that the ramifications 
ot the : itewes is of such pro- 
portion not a single phase of 
the ¢ ment industry is ex- 
t t fm ir influences 
rhe | t. of Justice is taki the 
Vie because of their con- 
1 ‘ me acts, the agencies 
j ¢ ible to force their will 
( { idio network tele 
\ ) telefilm producers 
r evit and theatres as well 
trial show field, resort 
id isines and virtually 
every other enterprise in which en 
tertaine re an integral part 
The DJ apparently collecting 
evider iat with control of im 
portant personalities, the agenci 
have been able to force a studio 
network, ete, to buy less desirable 
performer in support, take on 
favored directors writers, and 
othe craftsmen They are also 
Jooking into reports of block look- 
in erein buyer, to obtain a 
desired attraction or pac kage, had 
to putt hase less desirable items 
a ell 
The Government, it’s learned 


will also look into the oft-stated 


contention that the virtual elimi- 
nation of stageshows and the de- 
cline of night clubs might in a 


great measure be dvu2 to the prac 


tices by some talent agencics 
Offices Clam Up 
Thus far, the two directly af- 
fected offices aren't issuing any 
statements The Morris office 
akes the view that it is only: an 
Continued on page 68) 


Buchwald & Sagan Set 
For Frank Cooper Pilot 
In French Co-Prod. Deal 


Art Buchwald has been tapped 
as emcee and Francoise Sagan the 
“subject” for the pilot of a new 


Frank Cooper package to be filmed 
in France this week. Sy Fischer 
ae of the Cooper office 
planed to Paris over the weekend 
the pilot, which treats 


veep 


lo supervise 


Semi-Annual TV Film Issue 
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ROYALTY AT LONDON 
CONCLAVE OF VARIETY 


London, March 4 

Royal and diplomatic patronage 
is to be accorded the Internationa! 
Convention of the Variety Club 
which will be held here for the 
first time April 22-25. The Duke 
of Edinburgh, who is a life mem- 
ber of Variety International and 
has frequently attended functions 
of the local tent, to be honor 
guest at the Humanitarian Awards 
dinner April 25. Apart from pres 
entation of this award, checks wil! 
be handed to reps of charities who 
are to benefit from the income of 
the convention, 

Initial social event of the con- 
clave will be a Savoy luncheon 


is 


April 22 at which the American | 


Ambassador, John Hay Whitney 
‘a member of the tent) will be 
guest of honor. Night of same day 
there'll be a banquet at which the 
top table guests will include Ear! 
and Countess Mountbatten and the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
London. Initial business session 
opens April 22 with C. J. Latta, 
past Chief Barker and _ Interna- 
tional European rep, in the chair 
Election of International officers 
will be held April 23. The foilow- 
ing day, a panel of British and 
American tradepaper men will 
judge the Hearts Awards 


METRO SEEKS LEGITER 





























a subject trom his or her own 

: ’ 
yiewpoint and as their friends and FOR ‘GIGI MUSICAL 
associate ee them, ; 

Pilot is being filmed in associa Metro plans a legit-style presen- 
lion with the Societe Internation- ‘ation for the New York run of 
ale de Programmes Pour Teledif- “Gigi,” the film musical by Alan 
fusion, French company which’ is Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe 
financin In the event of a sale The film company is dickering 
to U. S. television by the Cooper for a legit house and has its eye 
office, the French company would either on the Royale or the Am- 
drop it oproduction status but bassador, both of which can be 
would retain a financial interest in converted for films. The Ambas- 
the how \Miiss Sagan would ip- sador once operated on a film poli 
pear on in the pilot, naturally, ¢y Originally, Metro hoped to 
but Bu iid, the N. Y. Herald land the Booth where its film ver 
Tribune Paris man-about-town, sion of “Juliws Caesar” was offered 
might vet additional emceeing under a legit policy. However, the 
chores, particularly when the show click of “Two for the Seesaw” 
does its of other celebs liv-, the Booth sent M-G looking fot 
ing in Europe another house. 
| i - 3/5 
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'State Likes Hope & Hurok, | 


' Considers Mike Todd Just 
matic (Pushy) 


ngton, March 4 
Though Bob Hope's proposed 
film-making junket to Moscow 
yes under the heading of pri 
ate enterprise,” comic pierces the 
Iron Cur ith full State Dept 
ipproval and cooperation. Though 
there was no official stand on the 
Hope stimt, there was a} roval of 
his oopera! attliiude and pos- 
ible benefits to the ecently 
enacted East-West Cultura Ex 
! progra from use of Soviet 
ale on Hope NBC tv show 
if irp contr to this smitling 
attitude is the frown the mere 
tir of Mike Todd brings to 
bre Todd's flam- 
' t efforts to pu his “80 Davs 
Aro eW ( first film in 
the formal exchange between the 
I {1 Russia ooked upon 
he 1 D ble monkey wrench 
in the delicate mechanism of up- 
coming negotiation Eric John- 
ti is d to t re ng these 
n¢ tiat is momentarl 
I t ep in the cultural ex- 
inge program 1 the current 
1 repeat) visit of concert Im- 
presario Sol Hurok to Moscow. 
Hurok is ironing out details of the 
visit of Moiseev jallet to this 
counts American Ballet Theatre 
leave ter its Washington run, 
startil March 10, for a USSR 
tour 


Paramount Last 
Major to Make 
Films for’ Video 


Hollywood, March 4 

Paramount has finally joined the 
list of major film studios going 
into vidpix production, prexy Bar- 
ney Balaban okaying telefilm pro- 
duction via company’s subsid, 
Paramount-Sunset Corp. Balaban 
gave the greenlight to Par-Sunset 
v.p.-general manager James A. 
Schulke in conferences in N,. Y. 
Subsid is already perusing the Par 


backlog and is considering series 
based on theatrical films, namely, 
‘Perils of Pauline “Conquest of 
Space,” and “Shane,” Schulke dis- 
closed here 

Other majors in tv production 
are Metre, Warner Bros., Univer- 
sal, 20th-Fox (via its subsid, TCF- 
rV), Columbia (via its subsid, 
Screen Gemis) 

Schulke explained Par series 


will be developed by creative pro- 


ducers “but we will own most of 
those shows. We will cut the 
Continued on page 27) 


Suddenly France 
Finds a Bankroll 


Paris, March 4 

O1 couple of weeks ago 
there f no French shows sched 
uled for exhibition in Brussels dur- 
ing the fair. No money. Now, sud- 
denly, plans have been set for the 
Comedie Francaise, the Theatre 
National Populaire and the Jean- 
Louis Barrault Company There 
will also be a few performances by 
the Paris Opera Ballet troupes if 
the strikes which have currently 


shuttered these two have been set- 
tled. Considerable scrambling is go- 
ing on to augment this with three 
four other legit, concert and mu- 
highlights and word has gone 
out that there is—suddenly—am- 
ple “subsidy” available 

No one knows where the new 
bankroll came from ‘Editor’s Note 
Could the coin have arrived from 
Washington? 


o! 
sic 


WW-—SS of ’58 
Los Angeles, March 4 

Lot chapter of Saints and 
Sinners has named Walter Winchell 

Mr. Saintly Sinner of 1958,” in 
cognition of “his contributions 

to journalism and his unstinted 
time and effort to the Damon Run- 
yon Cancer Fund.” 

News broadcaster will be kudosed 
by organization April 2 at the Mou- 
lin Rouge, with top show biz per- 
set to appear. Joe E. 

Adolph Menjou are pre- 


as 


sonal) 


Brown anc 


, Vious film names honored by S-S. 


i 


+ 
+ 
+ 





Case for the 
Animated Specialist 
Diagnosed by 


Adrian Woolery 


(Pres. of Playhouse Pictures) 
in 


~~ 
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Show Lobbyists in D. C. 
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+ 
| 


| lobbyists 


Se ee 


Washington, March 4 
A number of entertainment biz 
figures registered with Congress as 
during the final quarter 


of 1957, according to a report just 


| made public on Capitol Hill. Among 


i? 











THE SHORT & UNHAPPY 
LIKE OF R&R ON WISN 


Milwaukee, March 4 

Rock ‘n’ roll has been banned 
by radio station WISN, which had 
given that idiom an honest but 
shortlived trial 

After 18 months of programming 
only standards and the less nervous 
pops, WISN tried a switch to the 
“Top 40° concept that took its 
listeners by surprise. Without fore- 
warning, station signed on one 
morning with the gamut of top 


ranking hits. Within five hours the 
station was back to its former pol- 


icy, shutting the door on r&r 
Station reports that over 600 
phone-calls protested the new top 


pops policy in the five-hour span 
Some of the calls were from ad- 
vertisers 





Paris Fashions 


| ~_ By LUCETTE CARON 











Paris, March 1 
Fashion history was made last 
week In a two-hour show that 
created the biggest emcticnal up- 


set of all time, Yves Saint-Laurent 
—Dior’s 21-year-old successor 
proved he had thes.master’s touch 


plus his own youthful approach. At 
last, Paris can rele» 

Looking like an American prep 
school boy the night before fina! 
exams, the slim young man in 
black Edwardian trousers, was 
trampled, smothered, lip-sticked, 
interviewed, televised, all at the 
same time—and was pushed out 
on the balcony to show himself to 
the crowd in the street below 
Never had Americans seen such a 
demonstration At fast as the 
presses could roll, “Le Petit Roi de 


la Couture” and his team, Madame 
Raymonde and Madame Marguer 
ite—the “queen mothers’—were 
all over the front pages of the in 
| ternational newspapers 

Buyers and manufacturers fell 
all over one another to put in their 


orders. By midnight, the $250,000 
(Continued on page 24 
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those listed: 

For the American Federation of 
Musicians, Hal Leyshen. 

For Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, D. C. vice president, Jo- 
seph H. Ream 

For the Clear 
ing Service 

For ASCAP, 
and Harold C. Miller 

For Naiional Assn. of 
casters, iis president Harold E 


its 


Channel Broad- 
Hollis M. Seavey. 
Pauli Cunningham 


Broad- 
Fel- 


the 


lows, and Vincent T. Wasilewsk 

Earl Gammons, former CBS vice 
president in Washing on, for vari- 
ous broadcasting Ciienis. 

For tne Record Industry Assn. 
of America, Lovell H. Parker. 

For the Automatic Phonograph 
Mi Assn., Perry S. Patterson 

Frieda Hennock, former FCC 
Commissioner and now a radio-ty 
attorney, for various clients. 

COMPO belatedly reported that 
Robert W. Coyne, Charles B. Me- 
Carthy and Robert J. O'Donne?l 


were its lobbyists duriag the third 
quarter of 1957 


‘Blacklist’ Plea Laden 
Douglas Alone of Justices 
Sees 23 Filmites Hurt 


Washington, March 4. 

The U. S. Supreme Court yes- 
terday (3) threw out the appeal of 
23 former film industry people 
who complained they were victims 
of the all-film industry “blacklist” 
because they had taken the 5th 
amendment. 

After hearing the appeal, a cou- 


ple of months ago, the court 
ruled yesterday that, on technical 
grounds, it should never have 


agreed to review the action of the 
California state courts. 

The ex-Hollywooders sought over 
$50,000,000 in damages from the 
film studios and distributors and 
an order which would terminate 
the “blacklisting.”” The court found 
that the ruling of the California 
courts for the studios “rests on an 
adequate state ground.” 

The lone dissenter, Justice Wil- 
liam O. Douglas, wrote: “The 
complaint alleged, and the demur- 
rer conceded, that petitioners had 
considerable experience in the mo- 
tion picture industry; and that re- 
spondents directly or indirectly 
controlled all motion picture pro- 
duction and distribution in the 
United States and all employment 
opportunities therein. 

“I can see no difference where 
the ‘right to work’ is denied be- 
cause of race and where, as here, 
because the citizen had exercised 
5th amendment rights. To draw 
uch a line is to discriminate 
against the assertion of a particu- 
lar federal constitutional right.” 
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delivered simple eulogy 


were 


tncontrollable 
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Death Strikes ‘Last of Studio Czars’ | 


Cohn a Showman Who Knew Scripts, Stars, 
Editing:and Everybody Else’s Business 3 ed here 


funeral service in Hol- 
emory to be held on 
picture studio stage 
onducted 
Cohn. Around 1,300 
from shew biz crowded 
Columbia for the 
asket 
tform that simulated 


Sunday (2) 


reposed on 


» no visible religi- 


Services were 


semblance of re- 


Danny 


fact that Cohn 


in individualistic 


it man who had 


of being what 


chips fall where 


Pointing, Kaye 


vas Cohn’'s cathe- 


opened = by 
ulractee Gloria 
“Lord's Pra 





Kaye eulogy, 
as recited 23rd 


in Hollywood 


rk Cemetery was 


66. prex of Cth 


ch he helped 





i olute monarch 


eers of the business 


heart attack in 


Hie had been in 
» for some time 
advised to slow 
ell- known Cohn 
this and he was 

the econd for 
eqd what was re 

| exhaustion” 
ck from N. Y¥ 
ro, but actually 

tel a mild 

iat time he was 
the plane. Exec 


from an enlarged 

and had been 
Pasadena heart 
Griffith as 
onal physican, Dr 


mouon 


death 


eded him = in 

t é Jack, who 
e film busine 

» months betore 


iction chiet 
‘ las yet been 
er Cohn’'s posi 
hoevet 

ny’s production 
reer to operate 
Cohn 
i incontrolled 


an did 


e because of his 


99 
ip o ) 
ip OL cect 


t¢ 1.080 000 
tandins 

0 con 

VY figures 

fore t 





ect when 

al.” Cohn fre 
He vaid $1,000, 
o the stage hit 


obably high 


to that tume 


Previously 
and $250 

‘ ‘You 
| in the "30s. 


§200.000 


seemed to be an 
r determining 
with a picture or 


dad put his finger on 


uM and he usually 


me Col producer 
as one of the few 
what the word ‘en 


meant 
Film Editor 


er production em 


Can't 


BRING THE CHILDREN 
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7 In Spain 
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een OU SUlil- 
€ evel hildren, to 
for detail e would stop at f ence ladrid for ap- 
ing to close a deal, and for t e Fal 
reason kept hi tudio in const ¢ I Jones 
and successful operation thr ) , ne ¢ “John 
the yea Ve often he at the E 
last out of ( tudio at ! 0 
\ i ! i f 1 f the 
luncheo f¢ ( and pro a, An 
Na i¢ waded 1 COr 1 a I é Lota 
formance Pri to tin ( r \ be 
he had orougl f iliarizec I Scotland 
elf ith last-minute developme tin \ 
on evel picture and studio 
tion, and many waited with cor born in 
erable trembling the questior f ( nande! 
vould fire Rm} f 
lis direc ethods led to f | 
iwsuitl amo them Wl 1 
mrt md \¢ Vidol Be 
ti ) » 0 I vere lor r 
drawn out Vi r he ispt 
ou ‘ | 
ke | G 
Ha ) ‘ ed 
efusal ‘ ye 
bre ¢ i 
Made Capra Arters A? From 
Cohn alle i Frank ( fil Clo Wan y % 
en ilte i irting out 
omedy director with Harry Lat | ae ee e 
dona one over so me FANOU PAZ WMD 
ak of wine icl ~ a 
ic Cat \ ol ome ot he 
tar names e developed, i a 
tion to MMi Hayworth ere Je F¢ 
Arthur. Glenn Ford, William fl I entrie 
den (Grace Moore He took est al 
chance on ¢ rk Gable in a come indian 
role, and “It Happened One N t saga of 
eventuated It was Cohn, too I 
started off the evcle of screwy com } ‘ 10 has 
edies, leading off with Pheodora t ) its to the 
Goes Wild ¢ t ek that art 
Born July 23, 1891, on N. ¥ New York 
East Side, Cohn from his earliest é € ev need o1 
vears was headed toward ports that 
busine At 14, he appeared e ¢ x. “Pather 
the chorus of “The Fatal Wed among the 
ding.” a play produced b \ " n village 
Wood and shortly afterwards be 
came a ng plugger for Wate o! . f 
ser! nd Snyd After tint 
Berlin and Snyder. After a stint | Pierre Boulle Defends 


stage as a singer in early | His Right to Author 


HOUSE 
He entered motion picture 


1913 ining his brother Jack 
} 


had become affiliated t ( March 4 
iCl 
Laemmle's Imp Productior inee for 
rn 4 ( 
later to become Universal—or 
" * : e On the 
production rath in Sou iA lemy 
° t r 1 iden 
Cohn became one of several tr . . & Scier ‘ 
é ciences 
ing exhibs ho took prints of ; 
Rita egorically 
sensational feature and exhi ¢ it British 
\ c € ] tl 
it in legit houses throughout Ku 
country Pie cost $5,700 : hlod 
. cabled 
grossed $450,000, which con cet ‘ as 
I ng such 


the brothers that motion pl 


was the business with a fut 


After remaining with Lage nile : fei deny 
for ome time the brother 
Joe Brandt, who had come ¢ ‘ > Was 
the company trom the Har € 1Sé Spiegel 
ton:ad ageney as Jack, de 1 t t r was main 
set up their own outht i 1919 dg participa 
[Their first effort was a series Oo directot 
two-ree! comedies, “The Hall I d or the 
Boys adapted from a con edit be 
then running in the N.Y. Tete 
Neeley Edwards and Edward Vat a 


Flanagan ‘(Dennis O'Keefe* 


starred. |About this time. too. the | CAN ADVERTISE 8-YR. 
magazine on film igged Ss | 


CLEARANCE ON VIDEO 


Snapshots which Colur 


produces 


rhe partners formed C.B . —_—_——_——— 
tional Film Productions larch 4 
the Cohn, Brandt, Cohn combine Corman’'s 
which later was changed to | Ameri 
bia after punsters started to f it ts with ex 
the company Corned Beef and t eight-year 
bage Productions Brandt bec ( ‘ é f ise This 
prexy, Harry veepee in « ge r . el Z. Arkoff 
production and Jack sales veepee e stan edure 
The Cohns tater, in 1929, boug ( ! ‘ nto release 


out Brandt's interest and H 

became prexy, a post he held 

his death ‘ . 
Surviving, in addition to ¢ N. ¥. to Europe 

widow, former , 

are three children, John, 14; H . R 





12, and Catherine, e:ght Ra 
nephews also survive, Ralph, ex ; Da 
veepee of Screen Gems and Rot , fet 
ert, who had been working 1 
Cohn on stories; also a brother, lafin 
Cohn, N. Y. branch manager ; Hi 


N. Y. to L. A. Promina Bs - 


Brooks Atkinson 


ohn as “the great erry eiden 
the business. He Theodore Bikel ‘ Jav Lerne 
1d picture and edit Terry Clyne n Levin 
picture.” Leonard Loewinthan } Mark 
is enemies as well Ann Ronell MeKnight 
riends, Cohn prob-| Joseph Schildkraut Neva Patterson 
any other studio| Mickey Scopp Reade Jr 


is lot. 


inner workings of 
A stickier | 


Riethof 


+ Kurt Unger Pete 
J & Eddie 


| Jack L. Warner } 


John Farrow’s Wife and Brood of 


Oscar on ‘River Kwai’ 





Schneider Gives Lie to Hiatus 


Cites Productions Readying to Roll — Columbia 





STEINBERG NEW PAR 
STUDIO AD-PUB C 


In a nt of 
Par nt | 
Para ) I -pu 

nt 
t vue 
er t 
( I 10 & 
&( r 

i ( charge J¢ 

I tep 
overa é 
trenet ‘ 
Picture 

r 

W 
B ( 

( ( 
" ' 
1) 

l LD t ft 

i } 

oO ed r y ae 

r } 

( € 

inake 
rhe 1 on 
Buc e¢ foll 

( ) pte e f 
Ten ¢ I 


Stalk Chicago's 


Censors Again 


rece! 
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CHI AMERICAN CRITIC: 


HIEF 


Board Gathers on Coast—Kahane Active 





Hollywood, March 4 
Abe Schneider, fir veepee of 
ColumbDia Picture esterday 
Mon.) declared reports ¢ pre ic- 
hiatus at stud I \ 
nfounded.” He stressed that at 
neetings pl t deat ast 
k of Harry Cohn and a eet- 
s since have been evoted to 
for stimulatir ind speeding 
tempo of production 
We have no intention olf « ng 
studio, but are going 1ead 
th our program as reed before 
Mir Cohn’s death rhese intrue 
nors are disturbi! in of 
vity on lot now 
Wi Old 97 D Ss 
{ t f April t 
Fred 
D I ? 
‘ ng I t \ 
Cidn is ] I 1 Pepe.” 
Mexico Cantinflas. } g 
read e N er 
¢ Dar ] , 
of “Ande r ] 
\ 1} se be r 
e To ( t 
Columbig } \- 
Friday w hie ts € i to 
t Schneider as ( it succe ol 
( pany prex and de 
production aaml itor. 


Schneider Abe Montague Ralph 

( in, Al Hart and Donald Stralem 
now here 

Directors Lee M. Blancke, Ab- 


im M. Sonnabend arrive from 


N.Y on Friday Nate Spingold 
ther Columbia board member is 
|! in N.Y. and will not attend ses- 
on 
Meanwhile, B. B. Kahane, who 
ent into semi-retice ! several 
onths ago, has turned to studio 
on a full-week basis, at least tem- 
porarily 


TEXTILE MAN SEES RED 
SURE AT CULVER CITY 


On the basis of a recent visit to 
tro'’s Culver City Studio, Lester 
lartin, a millionaire textile manu- 
facturer with substantial interests 
motion picture stock, is of the 
inion that the studio this year 
| lose between $10.000.000 and 
$15,000,000. 
\iartin’s views were made known 
a letter to Loew's prexy Joseph 


R. Vogel and were read to stock- 
olders at last week's annual meet- 


by Judge Louis Goldstein who 
presented Martin Martin also 
de the point that Loew’s is 
iced with the serious problem of 


yrrowin money at high interest 


COP-CENSORS FUZZY ‘sre’ wien sess? Piney? 


», March 4 





Fitne of ( i s Police (¢ 
sor Board NaS que oned l r 
Feb 28 a Use t if ” » ¢ 
k Anr [ te ( Ame 
fi ( I . r 
pegged to 4 K 

Desire | t ’ (Pa 

Und f [ Vi r 
wrote ) 
good pet e t ( 
hone l I r € | 
a ra to Vie 
if we must have yuldn't é 
matter ol 1é air if films é 
fit or unfit f g people 
placed in the f edu 
scholars and yeists 

If the Ss to De spect fo ¢ 
sorship, she added, it should come 
from citizens hos« background 
education, expe knowledge 
and wisdom fu he fo 
the delicate job 

Board’s membe seems to be 
drawn mal y i eiigion-pel 


capita basis 


Europe to N. Y. 
Mel Allen 
Ram Copal 
Al Read 
Wolfgang ™ 


Irmgard Seef 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Harold Hech 
James Hil 
' Earl Holliman 
} Robert E. K 
Robert Lewine 
Delbert Mann 
Otto Preminge: 
Sol C. Siegel 
} Dana Wynter 


oht 

“No one likes to lk about 
liquidating,” Martin noted and 
no one likes to liquidate, but there 


is no alternative It is foolish to 
ntinue any business that is eco- 
nically unsound nd the pro- 
tion of pictures nm this cate- 


KUDOS VS. KNOCKS 
Chicago, March 4 

Latest issue of Voice of St. 
Jude,” national Catholic monthly 
I lished in Chicago concedes 
there’s a “certain validity” to Hol- 
lywood's plaint that it gets “all 
knock and no boost” from the 
Church. Magazine suggests a policy 
f “praise, patronage and publici- 

for worthy films in place of 

hat it calls a proclivity for ‘pick- 

ets, protests and parades” by Cath- 
olic lay groups. 

Article asks, “If the Catholic 
War Veterans feel disposed to 
picket a theatre showing a “C” 
condemned) pieture, “does it pot 
likewise have a responsibility to 
support worthwhile productions? 
We wonder whether a blend of 
praise, patronage and publicity for 
acceptable movies would not be 
conducive to the production of 
more desirable films.” 

Magazine proposes, also, the for- 
mation of qualified Catholic film 
tudy groups in the U. S., similar 
to those operating on the Conti- 
nent If they were to ‘reflect ob- 
jeclive moral and artistic values 
with meaning for non-Catholics, 
too, who is to say that tome day 
there would not be a Catholic ‘Os- 
car’ an coveted as the Academy 
Award?" 
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HIGH COST OF LOEW’S BATTLE 


First Actions of New Loew’s Board 


Loew's new board of directors, which was overwhelmingly electe 
at last week's stockholders’ meeting, met soon after the stockholders 
session and took the following actions: 

—Reelected Joseph R. Vogel president and chief executive officer 
for another year. 

—Recreated the position of chairman of the board and named George 
Killien, president of American President Lines and a staunch sup- 
porter of Vogel, to the post. Killion is also chairman of Loew's execu 
tive committee. 

—Enlarged the executive committee from four to sir members and 
added two newly-elected board members—Louis A. Greer and Ira 
Guilden to the committee which formerly was made up of Killion, 
Vogel, John L. Sullivan and William A. Parker. 

—Established a new finance committee with a membership including 


2 





Vogel, Ellsworth E. Alvord, Green, Benjamin Melniker, Jerome New- 
man, Robert H. O’Brien, Parker and Philip A. Roth. It's understood 
that Green will be named chairman of this comn.ittee when the group 
meets, 
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9| LOEW’S PROFIT OUTLOO 





t 
Masses Are Asses | No Resumption of Dividends This | proxy soliciting and public rela-| 


Year Is Forecast 

















| Keeping Up With Loew's 











| 
Femme Investor | Loew’s per share earnings for 
| the first six months of the current | 
; | fiscal period is expected to hit be- | 
J 
Enlivens Loew prediction of prexy Joseph R. 
| Vogel that the company will be 
|“slightly in the black” for the 
of “Solid Gold Cadillac” enlivened | The earnings for second quarter 
the Loew's annual meeting last! will offset the net loss of $1,290,- | 
week with some caustic and humor-| 900 sustained in the preceding 
laughter than some recent Holly-| Sufficient to resume dividend pay- 
wood comedies. |ments. Vogel told the stockhold- 
Mrs. Victoria Davis, who de-| °TS at last week's annual meeting 
Side housewife,” started off boar. | UTF payment Seesuse the com- 
fully by stating that she and her | P@?Y needed che coin = — 
husband, who is suffering from a | Production activities. . oo 
shares of Loew's stock as an in- | did net declare a dividend at its 
vestment and that they depended meeting. 
on the dividends for their income. | 
a 
meeting felt they were in for some | Sa Some Exhibs 
maudlin, embarrassed outpourings, | | 
but Mrs. Davis was only warming | 
have it right between the eyes. 
She charged the board with wallow- 
ing in champagne parties. Com- 
a7 
board, she declared: “Must we Im rt Risks 
have 19 bad directors? Let’s have 
seven good ones. They will have : 
Some exhibitors of foreign prod- | 
harping on the fact that the com- | uct in New York are making things 
pany had 19 directors, each of 
ployees) receive $5,000 annually, according to sources among the 
Mrs. Davis continued: “If you say|latter. Theatremen, it's said, are 
19 directors, the masses are asseS| veering toward “house” deals un- 
oa aon ‘ | 
mark was — by a = of | the expense of each theatre (fre-| 
(Continued on page quently padded, it’s alleged) along 
y| with the costs of advertising before 
|; One distribution spokesman said | 
jhis picture would bave to gross 
|about $6,000 per week before he 
for advertising and publicity dur-|this kind of setup, ne added, the 
ing 1957 as compared with $6,600,- exhibitor in effect guarantees him- 
000 the previous year. However, self a profit with the distrib tak- 


!tween 4c and 5c, living up to the) 
A femme stockholder right out) stanza. 
ous comments that brought more! quarter, but it’s not considered 
scribed herself as “just a plain East that he would not recommend a| 
heart condition, had purchased 100 | apparently agreed with Vogel and 
At first those present at the 
up. She let the company’s directors Nix Sh . 
aring Of 
plaining about the size of the 
a better party with less cost.” Still | 
whom (with the exception of em- tough for independent importers, 
and they say 19." When this re-| ger which the distributor must pay 
|any rental can be collected. 
Loew's spent a total of $6,318,000 could collect any rental. Under | 
|ing all the risk. Such a deal would 


further reductions will be made. | ‘ 
_ Questioned on the subject of | Provide for a 90-10 split—the big 
pay.tv, Loew's prexy Joseph R.| Part going to the distrib—but only 


Vogel said that “if pay-tv becomes 
the thing, our pictures will go to 
pay-tv."" However, he noted that 





nobody has come up with a propo- | 
sition to make it worthwhile. 


statement to the stockholders re- | 
lating to the release of post-1948 | 
films to television as he did to ex-| A number of Loew’s cirectors 
hibitors at Allied States Assn.’s re-| are in agreemen* with complaining 
cent drive-in convention. He told stockholders that the 19-man board 
the theatremen that he personally|of the company is 
was opposed to the sale of the post- Joseph Tomlinson, who with Sam- 
'48 films but that the decision was|uel J. Briskin is a holdover from 
up to the board of directors. He | the dissident group which involved 
told the stockholders that the di-| Loew’s in a hectic proxy fight, said 
rectors would have to decide the | so openly at the stockholders 
problem when it comes up. . . .| meeting last week. 

Lewis Gilbert, the ubiquitous bat-| Louis A. Green, who has ac- 
tler for minority stockholders, op-| quired more than 100,000 shares 
posed the suggestion that a stock | of Loew's stock and appears to be 
dividend be paid if the company | emerging as a strong voice in the 
were wnable to make cash pay-| management, also believes that a 
ments. He said it would be “a di-|19-man board is unwieldly although 
lution of the stock.” ... According | he did not voice his views on the 
to Vogel, the company expects to | open floor. Green and Jerome A. 
complete tke split between the pro-| Newman, who were elected to 
duction-distribution company and/ board at the meeting, represent a 
the theatre circuit in “a month or | strong faction on the board as a 
two.” Loew's pension plan,/result of their holdings. It’s un- 
Vogel reported, will cost the com-} derstood that Green is a little dis- 
pany $25,000 this year as compared | appointed that the management 





with the $3,500,000 once paid into} found it necessary to add two new 
the fund.... 


board members—Ira Guilden and 


| were only $77,000. However, 


| ganization. 


jafter that $6,000 mark is reached. ' 


“excessive.” | 





LAW. PR TACTICS Loews Nears Black,’ Joe Vogel Hits 
Proposal to Dump Culver City 


TOTAL $1-MILLION 


By HY HOLLINGER 

If Loew’s Inc., pays all the bills 
in connection with the recent proxy 
fight, including those submitted 
by Joseph Tomlinson and Harry 
Brandt’s Loew's Protective Com- 
mittee, the total sum will be about 
$1,000,000. = 

Already paid, it was disclosed 
at the stockholders’ meeting last 
week, were $45,000 to two Dela- 


| ware law firms, $200,000 to Phil- 


lips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 


| $50,000 to the law firm of Judge | 
| Simon H. Rifkin, and $169,000 for | 


various expenses, including the 


tions of Dave Karr, printing, brok- 


| erage fees, clerical heip, postage 


and telephone. 

Additional bills which have been 
received and which the board has 
to act upon are an additional $150,- 
000 from Louis Nizer's law firm 
and $20,000 more from Rifkind’s 
firm. In addition, Tomlinson has 


| submitted a bill for $230,000 as 
| his expenses in the recent proxy 
battle. According to Tomlinson, his. 


costs for the actual proxy battle 
he 
said the other expenses go back to 
last year when the original com- 
promise board was named. He 
claims that the Loew’s management 
paid out a considerable sum in ex- 
penses at that time, These ex- 
penses, he added, were not in- 
cluded in the total for the recent 
proxy fight. 

Loew's board also has a biil for 


$15,000 from Judge Ernest A. Ham-| 
mer, who represented two stock-)} 





SOL SIEGEL STILL PENDS 
Believe Vogel Will Pitch Loew's 
Board Thinking 

| Hollywood, March 4 

Sol C. Siegel, departed by 
| (Mon.) presum- 
ably to confer in Manhattan 
| with Loew's toppers anent 
| plans for him to take over as 

Metro production chief. 

While east he'll also huddle 
| with Harry Belafonte and 
| complete arrangements for 
filming of feature being jointly 
produced by them for Metro. 


air last night 





Official confirmation was un- 
obtainable but it’s thought that the 
Metro studio production chief at 
Culver City was a prime theme of 
discussion at last week's N. Y. 
meeting of the new Loew's board 
of directors. President Joe Vogel 
wants Siegel appuinted. 

Apparently as a result of the 
matured instructions at the meet- 
ing Vogel will confer privately 
again with Siegel to see if con- 
tractural terms can be reached. 


Baby Doll’ Ok d; 
WB Exec Forgets 
What Was Cut 





holders in a N. Y. Supreme Court | 


action which resulted in an injunc- 
tion preventing Tomlinson from in- 
terfering with the special stock- 
holders meeting several months 
ago. 

There are indications that the 
Loew's board may decline to pay 
Tomlinson’s bill and that a suit 
may follow. Other stockholder suits 
are also anticipated on the basis 
of comments from the floor. Many 
shareholders expressed the view 
that the charges were excessive 
and they demanded court action to 
determine the propriety and legal- 
ity of the payments. 


Producers Mostly Re-Elect 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Eric A. Johnston and Y. Frank 
Freeman have been _ reelected 
prexy and board chairman, respec- 
tively, of Assn. of Motion Picture 





| Producers at annual meeting of or- 


Also reelected: B. B. 
Kahane, Steve Broidy, veepees; 
Charles S. Boren, veepee in charge 
of industrial relations; James S 
Howie, secretary-treasurer. 

Lew Schreiber of 20th-Fox re- 
placed late Fred S. Meyer on 
AMPP board. All other directors 
reelected. 


Philip A. Roth—after four Tomlin- 
sin supporters—Stanley Meyer, 
Louis Johnson, K. T. Keller and 
Ray Lawson—had been dropped as 
candidates for reelection. The 
dropping of the Tomlinson quartet, 
Green is reported to have said, 
would have given the company a 
chance to reduce the board to 17. 

However, it’s understood that 
the management is playing it safe, 
at least from the standpoint of the 
Green faction, by having Guilden 
and Roth on the board as a “brake” 
against the new, large investors. 
This situation is somewhat curious 
in light of the fact that Green has 
stated that he “won't play unless 
Vogel runs the show.” Apparently 
the Loew’s management, punch- 
drunk from corporate struggles, 
is taking an ounce of precaution. 
Green does not question the abil- 
ity of Guilden and Roth and is 
said to consider them highly com- 
! petent. 


Vancouver, March 4. 

Year of wrangling and scissor- 
ing assertedly “salacious” scener, 
by British Columbia film censor 
criteria, that is, finally cleared 
“Baby Doll” for Vancouver and 
provincial theatres. Expurgated 
feature opened last week (24) sim- 
ultaneously in four situations, to 
brisk biz, said Earle H. Dalgleish, 
Warner's head-man here. 

“Only one lengthly scene was cut 
I can't recall which,” he said. 

R. W. McDonald, British Colum- 


bia’s censor, called WB release “the | 


| first picture to cause a sensation 
jin these parts for several years,” 
adding, “The real value of this of- 
fice is that it (censorship) exists. 
Pictures don't have to show a moral 
lesson. We let them through where 
there is any redeeming feature, be- 
cause it’s often impossible to make 
changes. It's the teen-age pictures. 
That ‘Motor Cycle Gang’ picture 
was quite wild.” (Apparently the 
Marlon Brando film.) 

Censor said his chief difficulty 
was with Italian and French re- 
leases. “Their standards are dif- 
ferent to ours. Some exhibitors 
try to sneak them through.” Mc- 
Donald said he screens an average 
of one pic a day, for approval. 


“vara iawn. When Is A Board of Directors A Crowd ? 


The management, too, would like 
to see the board reduced, but finds 
itself in an awkward loyalty posi- 
tion. The board was deliberately 
enlarged to 19 to help the manage 
ment win the proxy fight against 
Tomlinson. As a result, the man 
agement is faced with a dilemma 
How can it ask its board members 
who came to its help in a time of 
need to resign after serving on the 
board for only six months? 

Except for the size of the board, 
Tomlinson appears to be satisfied 
with the calibre of men who have 
been elected. He told the stock 
holders that he intended “to carry 
on and support anything that is in 
| the best interests of the stockhold 


jers, and anything that is not, I 
will oppose.” 
However, he indicated that he 


did not plan to spend any more of 
his own personal money on behalf 
lof all the stockholders. 


+ 


issue of Sol C. Siegel becoming | 


Overall activities of Loew's Inc. 
| will be “slightly in the back” for 
| the first six months of the current 
fiscal period and the company's 
film-making division will show a 
small profit for the second quarter 
lof the fiscal stanza, Loew's prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel told the stock- 
holders Thursday (27) at the com- 


|pany’s annual meeting in New 
| York, 
Although the bitter corporate 


;conflict that has plagued Loew's 
|for the past year appeared to be 
| settled, the meeting nonetheless 
| was a Spirited one as shareholders 
put Vogel on the hot seat with 
| queries about dividends, the size 
| of the board, the future potential 
of the company, and the cost of 
|the recent proxy fight. 

Perhaps the most startling de- 
velopment at the three-hour meet- 
|ing was a suggestion that the com- 

pany liquidate its film production 
activities. This was made by 
Judge Louis Goldstein on behalf 
of Lester Martin, textile million- 
aire with substantial holdings in a 
number of film companies. Goid- 
stein, who represented the Lester 
Martin Foundation, a philanthropic 
group, read a letter from Martin 
|}in which the latter stated that in 
light of the fact that Loew's film- 
{making division had been losing 
;}money for a number of years, the 
| board of directors should consider 
| liquidating the Culver City studio. 

Vogel made an impassioned plea 
to the stockholders against the de- 
mands for liquidation of produc- 
tion activities. He pointed out 
that the film business has been in 
difficulty before and has managed 
to survive. In addition, he called 
attention to the tremendous gross- 

ing potential of the current block- 
buster pictures. He stressed that 
the directors of the company were 
substantial investors in the com- 
pany and that “if a year from now 
pictures are not doing wel!, they 
are not going to continue to dissi- 


pate your (the stockholders) as- 
sets.” He added that the direc- 
tors had “a sincere feeling that 


(Continued on page 27) 


| Bomb Hoax at Loew’s 


| A bomb scame added another 
touch to Loew’s Inc.’s animated 
stockholder meeting last week. : 

At 10 a. m. the operator at 
Loew's switchboard :eveived a call. 
“I'm surprised the building hasn't 
blown up already,” the caller said. 

| “There's a bomb in the building.” 

Police sent 18 men, including an 
emergency and bomb squad. They 

| went through the building and 
Loew's State Theatre where the 

|meeting was being held. They 
found nothing and were convinced 
it was a crank call. 

While the meeting was taking 
place, Loew's was screening “Cry 
Terror” in the 17th floor screening 
room for magazine critics. During 
the picture, police walked in look- 
ing under the seats for the bomb. 
“Cry Terror,” incidentally, is about 
a bomb scare. 

Few of the stockholders present 
at the meeting were aware of the 
bomb threat. 























Peter Crown Seeks Heflin 
For Australian ‘Mountain’ 
_ Hollywood, March 4, 

“Blue Mountain,” by Peter 
Crown, has been bought by direc- 
tor Francis D. Lyon for his Leo 
Productions, and Lyon is negotiat- 
ing with Van Heflin to star in 
the adventure story localed in 
Australia, 

Lyon is currently directing Bat- 
jac’s “Escort West,” sold Batjac 
by Leo, and starring Victor Mature, 
Director plans a summer start for 
“Mountain,” and Heflin will by 
then be free from his co-starring 
role with Silvana Mangano in Dino 
de Laurentiis’ “The Tempest.” 


Salvatore Baccaloni signed for 
lead role in Columbia Pictures’ 
“The Roses,” John Fante produc- 
tion. 
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The Leng, Het Summer 


Violence and wild humor are 
well-mixed in this sex-ridden 
melodrama of the South. Top- 
notch young cast plus veterans 
forecasts strong b.o. 





Hollywood, Feb. 28 
20th Cer Fox release of Jerry Wald ! 
} ! ‘ s Paul Newman, Joanne 
Woodwar hor Franciosa firson 
Welles, Lee Kemick, Angela Lansbury; fea 
tures Kichard Anderson, Sarah Marshall, 
Mabel Albe n. J. Pat OMalley, William 
Walker | ed by Jerry Wald. Directed 
L Ma i Screenplay Irving Ra 
vetch, ett nk Jr based on “Barn 
Burnir The Spotted Horses,” and 
Hamle: liam Paulkner; camera 
Joseph f helle isic, Alex North: edi 
tor, Lou K Loeffler. Previewed at the 
Village The ‘ Westwood, Feb, 27, ‘58 
Runnin e, 115 MINS 

Ben Quick Paul Newman 
l \ er Joanne Woodward 
Anthony Franciosa 

Orson Welles 

Varne Lee Remick 

- Angela Lansbury 

rt Richard Anderson 

rt Sarah Marshall 

Mabel Albertson 

1. Pat O'Malley 

William Walker 

George Punn 

! Jess Kirkpatrick 

Val Avery 


1. Stanford Jolley 
he ed ae Nicholas King 
Lee Erickson 
‘ Kalph Reed | 
t ead ‘ eee Ferry Rango | 
eabody eee Steve Widders | 

5 Jim Brandt } 

° Helen Wallace 
boc Brian Corcoran 
Byron Foulger | 

Victor Kodman 

Eugene Jackson 





“The Long Hot Summer” is a 





simmering story of life in the Deep 
South, steamy with sex and laced | 
with vielence and bawdy humor. | 
Although the setting of Jerry 
Wald’s production is Mississippi, 


race relations play no part in this 
20th-Fox release; it is instead a 
kind of “Peyton Place” with the 
locale shifted from New England 
tou the warmer climate and—appar- 
ently—hotter-blooded citizens. 

Four of the newest and most 
opular young stars, Paul Newman, 
aoe Woodward, Anthony Fran- 
ciosa and Lee Remick are teamed 
with two veterans, Orson Welles 
and Angela Lansbury, to. give 
“Summer exceptionally — broad 
marquee value. This picture, strik- 
ingly directed by Martin Ritt, will 
be—despite its flaws—a conversa- 
tion piece 

The screenplay, by Irving | 
Ravetch and Harriet Frank Jr., is 
based on two stories, “Barn Burn- 
ing” and ihe Spotted Horses” 
an id a part of the novel, ‘““‘The Ham- 
let,” all by William Faulkner. it 
is about a young Mississippi red- 
neck, Paul Newman, who has a 
reputation fer settling his grudges 
by setting fire to the property of 
those he opposes. This notoriety 
follows him when he drifts into 
the town owned and operated by 
Orson Welles, a gargantuan ehar- 
acte! has reduced the town 
to snivelling peonage; his one son, 
Anthony Franciosa, to the point 
where he seeks perpetual escape in 
the love of his pretty wife, Lee 
Remick; and, by his tactics, frozen 
his daughter, Joanne Woodward, 
{nto a premature old maid. 


who 





Welles senses immediately in 
Newman fellow predator and 
they set to trying to outdo each 
other in villainy and connivance 
Before the diverse polt elements | 
have straightened themselves out 
Franciosa has attempted to kill his 
father and put the blame on New- 
man; Newman is almost lynched; 
the Franciosa-Remick marriage is 
shaken and almost shattered; and 
Welles is tricked or teased into 
marriage with his longtime mis- 
tress, Angela Lansbury. 

Ravetch and Miss Frank have 
done a phenomenal job of putting 
together elements of stories that 
are actually connected only by 
their core of atmosphere, Faulk- ! 
ner’s preoccupation with the ris- 
ing redneck moneyed class and 
their dominance of the former 
aristocracy There are still holes 
in the screenplay, as it is shown, 
but director Ritt slams over them 
so fast that vou are not aware of 
any vacancies until you are past 
them. What makes the picture are 
the full-bodied, full-blown charac- | 
ters and their twice-as-big-as-life- 
size actions. It is melodrama frank 
and unashamed It may be pre- 
posterous but it is never dull. 

Newman slips into a= cracker 
slouch with professional ease, 


never allowing a cornpone and mo- 
lasses accent to completely dis- 
guise his latent energy and, na- 
tive inte lige nee. Miss Woodivard 
is convine:ngly icy buf you sense 
that the cold reserve can be melted 
and 
broken for much of the story, 
scene with his father near the end 


it Is 


is a memorable one. 
Orson Welles plays high and 
handsome although he has a ten- 


hit some of his lines so 
they are completely lost, 
the words smashed in projecting 
the intent. Miss Remick is a cud- 
dlesome object, full of meaningful 
squeals and wiggles. Angela Lans- 
hurv inspired casting for 


dency to 
hard that 


was 


{ing into absurdity. 


Franciosa is pitiful and | 
his | 


| Welles’ romantie vis-a-vis; 
gives it ae and tenderness. 
Richard Anderson as the washed 
out aristocrat give an appealing 
performance; Sarah Marshall makes 
her few scenes vivid, and among 
the others In the large cast, Mabel 
Albertson, J. Pat O'Malley and 
William Walker make helpful con- 


she 


, tributions. 


Most of “Long Hot Summer” 
was shot in Louisiana and the.lo- 
cations pay off in the authentic 


flavor well captured by camera- 
man Joseph LaShelle. Highlight- 
ing the diverse and contrasting 
moods is the fine score by Alex 
North, conducted by Lionel New- 
man. North has also contributed a 


good title song, with lyrics by San 


my Cahn, that is sung behind the 
main titles by Jimmie Rodger 
that will be a plugger for the 


picture 
Art direction by Lyle R. Wheeler 


and Maurice Ransford, with sct 
decoration by Walter M. Scott and 
Eli Benneche, carries through on 


the interiors wiih the rich and o1 
nate beauty of the authentic ex- 
teriors Sound by FE. Clayton 
Ward and Harry M. Leonard, and 
editing by Louis R. Loeffler, are 
both first-rate. Powe 





(BRITISH-C’SCOPE) 

Little stellar or dramatic im- 
pact in this routine drama that 
suffers from sluggish writing 
and direction. Acting and 
lensing okay. 

Feb. 18 
release. Stars 
Lisa Gastoni 


London, 


20th-Fox preduction and 
Rick Jason, Marius Goring 


Directed by Derek Twist. Screenplay 
Derek Twist from novel, “The Deeds cf 
Dr. Deadcert” by Joan Fleming; editor 
Desmond Saunders; camera, Arthur 


Grant; 


music, John Wooldridge 
London MIN 


At Rialto, 
Dunning time, 65 s. 











Jethro Rick Jason 
Kitty Mortlock Lisa Gastoni 
Doctor Dysert Marius Goring 
Stella ° Sandu Scott 
Miss Bettyhill .. Mary Merrall 
Louise steewe Vida Hope 
Charlotte eee ° Helen Shingler 
Lady Lacy .. Phyllis Neilson-Terry 
Colonel ...cccccovess Nicholas Hannen 
Mr. Sparrow ... Kynaston Reeves 
Mrs. Mortlock ........ Avice Landone 


... Frederick Leister 
Patrick Waddington 
Totti Truman Taylor 

éos Noel Hood 


Dr. Alexander... 
Sir George Watson. 
Mrs. Davies 
Lady Watson 





Family Doctor” is a drama that 
never rises above the level of a 
cheap novelette, despite some help- 
ful performances. It is an im- 
plausible yarn taken from Joan 
Fleming's novel, “The Deeds of Dr 
Deadcert.” Derek Twist’s sluggish 
direction of his own uninspired 
screenplay helps to show up these 
implausibilities. “Doctor” cannot 
be recommended as anything but a 
routine program filler. 

The pie his Rick Jason as a 
young American doctor visiting 
Frogmouth, a Devonshire seaside 
resort. He poses as a journalist on 
vacation. Actually he is there to 
probe the suspicious death of his 
ex-wife, who hda re-married the 
local medico. Played with suave 
assurance by Marius Goring, this 


doctor is a highly respected char- | 


acter around the district. But Ja- 
son discovers that Goring had bene- 
fitted financially from the unusual 
endings of his two previous wives 
Also, Goring is treating Lisa Gas- 
toni, his secretary, for a mysterious 
complaint which attracts Jason's 
professional interest. 

Putting two and two _ together 
and making it a snappy five, Jason 
extracts a confession of three mur 
ders from Goring who then pro- 
ceeds to tr and heave Jason over a 
cliff. Of course, it is Goring him- 
self himself who does the death 
fall in the one scene in this film 
that has any tension. 

Jason, making his British debut, 
gives a pleasant, relaxed perfgrm- 
ance as the curious Yank, though 
he has little opportunity to do more 
than saunter through his. stint 
Goring is a debonair and suffici- 
ently sinister crook though in the 
end he has to pull out all his skill 
to prevent his performance collaps- 
Miss Gastoni 
is an appealing heroine whose op- 
portunities are a shade restricted 
since 50° of her performance 


takes place in a sick-bed. Making 
her first appearance in_ British 
films is Sandu Scott, a _ sizzling 
blonde cabaret singer, who plays 


Goring’s third wife with a flashy 
brittleness that fails to come off 
More successful are Goring’s two 
previous wives, Vida Hope, a 
blowsy alcoholic, and Helen Shing- 
ler, a drab neurotic. 

Mary Merrall practically steals 
the film with an excellent study 
‘of a good-hearted, gabby spinster 

Also, there are some fair cameos 
from Phyllis Neilson-Terry, Nich- 
olas Hannen, Patrick Waddington 
and Kynaston Reeves as visitors at 
the hotel. Told in an irritating 
series of flashbacks, “Doctor” is an 
aimless item. However, the Devon- 
shire setting makes a refreshing 
change and Arthur Grant's lensins 
is very effective. Rich 


The Narecoties Story 


Semi-documentary of unusual 
realism in actual mechanics of 
addiction, Exploitation item, 





Hollywood, Feb. 21 
H vy Stern release of Police Science 
Production. Cast ludes Sharon Strand 
Darlene Hendricks. Herbert Crisp, Fred 
\ to, Allen I Patricia Lynn, Bot 
Hopkins I juced and ected by 
R ert W. I r Scree Roger E 
( cat ! € l May music 
Alexande Laszk edit Dave DePate 
I € the Four §& r theatre, ret 
I g e: 75 MINS 
mf r wter a es) 
€ Naret Story,’ a semi- 
e! vy originally produced 
e by police as a training film 
ir ri abits of narcotic addicts, 
arrest and imprisonment, Is 
ng a theatrical release It 
ope n the | A. area Feb. 26 at 
five ieatres oO a bill with the 
i D e Little Lady,” re- 
f ft ( t a 4 0 
rhe Sto should do 
r S a exploitation item, al 
t ugh there is no story to it in 
the conventional sense The pic- 
ture, in kastman Color, was pro- 
duced and directed by Robert W. 
I en for Police Science Produc- 
tions, and es professional actors 
enact t roles of addicts, push- 
ers and those innocently involved 
| ill gain its greatest interest 
fro the wealth of intimate de- 
tail on the actual mechanics of the 
ket-cu t 
The picture apparently was not 
submitted to the Production Code 
Administration for approval It 


violates clearly one section of the 


t 


Code relating to the portrayal of 
narcotic usage The means of ob- 
taining and using both marijuana 


and heroin—how reefers are made, 
how injections are performed, etc. 

ire showed in closeup and with 
clinical attention This obvious- 
ly had a special interest for the po- 
lice, for whom the picture was first 
intended, but it also has a grisly 
fascination for the lay public as 
well 

Although the ways and means of 
obtaining and using these illicit 
drugs is blue-printed with minute 
detail, the overriding impact is of 
the deadly toll these narcotics take 
in human degradation 


The cast, Sharon Strand, Darlene 
Hendricks, Herbert Crisp, Fred 
Marratto, Allen Pitt and Patricia 
Lynn, acts mostly in pantomime 


with continuity supplied by narra- 
tion. Larsen has kept sight of pace 
and tempo so the narrative does 
not drag despite its unprofessional 


nature, and the photography by 
Jerry L. May explores every pos- 
sible angle to aid in keeping up 
interest. Roger E. Garris’ screen- 
play is unemotional but effective. 
Other credits are adequate 


Powe. 


Sadd le “The W ind 


Exciting old-time western with 

built-in teen-age appeal. Hand- 

some color backgrounds. Good b.o. 
Holly wood, Feb. 28 

Metro release of an Armand Deutsch 

production. Stars Robert Taylor, Julie 

London. John Cassavetes; co-stars Donald 


Crisp, Charles McGraw; features Royal 
Dano. Richard Erdman, Douglas Spencer, 
Ray Teal. Directed by Robert Parrish 


Screenplay Rod Serling screenstory,. 
Thomas Thompson camera, George J 
Folsey; music, Elmer Bernstein; editor 
John McSweeney Jr. Previewed at the 
studio, Feb. 28, ‘58 Running time 8&4 
MINS 
Steve Sinclair Robert Taylor 
Joan Blake Julie London 
Tony Sinclair John Cassavetes 
I Deneen Donald Crisp 
Larry Venables Charles McGraw 
Clay Ellison Royal Dano 
Dallas Hansen Richard Erdman 
Homp Scribner Douglas Spencer 
Brick Larson Ray Tead 
The setting of Metro’s “Saddle 
The Wind” is the frontier that 
was west The basic conflict in- 


volved is the oh-so-familiar one be- 
tween the farmers and the cow- 
men over the fencing of land, nec- 
essary to the farmers and violently 


opposed by the cattlemen. But ac- 
tually Armand Deutsch’s produc- 
tion is the story of a wrong kid, 


a real bad one, dangerous as he is 
charming, that is as germane to 
today’s headlines as it was when 
the restless gunslingers roamed 
the west 

Rod Serling’s screenplay is col- 
orful and exciting and director 
Robert Parrish has kept it keyed 
high for a fast, exciting picture 
that will have particular appeal 
to younger ticket buyers. Robert 
Taylor, Julie London and John 
Cassavetes act out this tale of com- 
pulsive evil against the magnificent 
location backgrounds of the Colo- 
rado Rockies photographed in Me- 
trocolor. It is a studied and ef- 
fective contrast. 

Taylor plays a retired gunman, 
sick of death and sick to death of | 
guns. He is farming the lush val- | 
ley presided over by Donald Crisp, 
patriarchal landowner who _has| 
given Taylor his chance to fore-| 
swear violence and bring up his or- | 
phaned, much-younger brother, 
John Cassavetes But Cassavetes 


is one of those young men to whom 





| Set. Major Gill 


' 


|} gered six-shooter 


a gun is more exciting than a beau- 
tiful woman, even though he does 
bring back saloon singer Julie 
London from a trip to the big city. | 

He also brings back a hair-trig- 
and proceeds to 


prove his manhood, not with Miss 
London, but with the gun, He 
shoots down Charles McGraw, once 


himself but now on the 
This gunning whets 
takes on a party 


a top gun 
dreary decline 
his blood and he 






of squatters next, firing their piti- 
ful belongings rhe boy is even- 
tually shot and wounded by Don- 
ald Crisp and he crawls off to die 
ravlor finds him, bleeding to death 


in a beautiful field of blue lupines, 


and before the older brother can 
reach him to take him in, Cassa- 
vetes shoots himself rhe suicide 
is a bit nat but | this time; who 
cares? The kid is all bad and he 


has to go 


ravior gives a lot of ruggedness 
to his role, still gentle and loving 
with the kid brothe understand- 
ing and attempting to be helpful 
even past the point where he 
should be. Miss London, who also 
sings the lyric title song by Jay 
Livingston and Ray Evans, gets ex- 
ceptional believability into her 
part, somewhat hackneyed, as the 
dance hall girl who really wants 
tu settle down Cassavetes has a 
tendency to be rather mannered 


but his intensity ¢ 
viction and he is ¢ 


ives great con- 
pecially impres- 


sive in the closeup Donald Crisp 
has moving dignity; Charles Mc- 
Graw is tough and taciturn and 
others in the cast who stand out 
include Royal Dano, Richard Erd- 
man, Douglas Spencer, Ray Teal 
and Stanley Adams 

George Folsey’s photography 
captures the sweep of the back- 
grounds without slighting the hu- 
mans in the foreground and John 


McSweeney Jr.'s editing does 
slick job of matching location and 
interior shooting Art directors 


William A. Horning and Malcolm 
brown, aided by set decorators 
Henry Grace and Otto Siegel, have 
made the settings authentic and 
honest. Helen Rose has helped 
Miss London by some attractive 
costumes, Elmer Bernstein's music 


is an able component of the pic- 
ture and Dr. Wesley C. Miller's 
recording utilizes the location 


sounds in maintaining the realistic, 
wind-swept feeling of the locale. 
Powe. 


Steel Bayonet 


All-male war melodrama. Fill- 
er fare. Only Leo Genn name 
for identification, 


Hollywood, Feb. 28. 

United Artists release of Hammerscope 
Production Stars Leo Genn. Kieron 
Moore, Michael Medwin; features Robert 
Brown, Michael Ripper Produced and 
directed by Michae! Carréras. Story and 
screenplay, Howard Clewes: camera, John 
Asher music Leonard Salzedo; editor, 
Bill Lenny. Previewed at the Goldwyn 
—— Feb. 27, ‘58. Running time, 84 


Major Gerrard 
Captain Mead 
Lieutenant Vernon 


Leo Genn 
: Kieron Moore 
. Michael Medwin 
Robert Brown 
Pt. Middleditch Michael Ripper 
Lt.-Col. Derry > John Paul 
Set. Gates . Shay 
Sgt. Nicholls 
Pte. Livingstone 
Cpl. Bean 


Tom Bowman 
Bernard Horsfall 
- John Watson 

Arthur 


Jarvis Lovegrove 
Clark Percy Herbert 
BROS wa vccccecse Paddy Joyce 
Wentworth Jack Stewart 
Harris David Crowley 
Ferguson Barry Lowe 
*Tweedle’ Micheel Dear 
Wilson dvevwas lan Whittaker 

“Steel Bayonet” is a _ British- 
made war melodrama with an all- 
male cast that is an earnest, but 
inept, attempt to show the forging 


of character in the heat of battle 
The Hammerscope production be- 
ing released by United Artists was 
produced and directed by Michael 
Carreras who has not been able to 
extract much out of -the tight- 
lipped, loose-drawn characters in 
Howard Clewes’ screenplay. “Steel 
Bayonet” will barely fill out the 
lower half of a twin bill. 

Leo Genn plays the British offi- 
cer who must take his men on u 
suicidal mission to hold an African 
outpost against Rommel’s German 
troops until an Allied 
offensive in the rear can be suc- 
cessfully mounted. A simple, one 
set situation like this 


ter. But in this presentation the} 
personalities are never individual | 
enough to be arresting, the dia-| 
logue is of the “good show,” stout 
fellow” school and beyond that un- | 
inspired. The action is at first un- 
believable and finally completely | 
confusing, building a solid wall be- | 
tween the story and potertial audi- | 
ence interest. 

Leo Genn, Kieron Moore and | 
| Michael Medwin head the cast and 
| they do what they can to make the 
| lacklustre script seem interesting. 
Authentic backzrounds m ght have 
added some values to the picture 
but here too there is no such aid 
since the picture obviously was 
filmed in Britain amid seenery that 
bears little resemblance to the 
North African locale calied for. 

Powe. 


Gorman | 


counter- | 


must be| 
played for atmosphere and charac- | 


Naechts, Wenn Der 
Teufel Kam 


(When the Devil Came By Night) 
(GERMAN) 





| 





Berlin, Feb. 25. 
release of Divina production. 
Stars Mario Adorf, Claus Holm, Anne- 
marie Dueringer Directed by Robert 
Siodmak Screenplay, Werner Joerg 
Lueddecke; camera, Georg Krause; music, 





Gloria 


Siegfried Franz; editor, Walter Boos. At 

Marmorhaus, Berlin, Running time, 105 
INS 

Bruno Luedke Mario Adorf 

Inspector Kersten Claus Holm 


Rossdorf, SS Leader 
Willi Keun 

Helga Hornung 
Major Wollenberg 


Hannes Messemer 

Werner Peters 
Annemarie Dueringer 
Carl Lange 


Moliwitz Peter Carsten 
Lucy Hansen, Waitress Monika John 
Heinrich, SS Officer Wilmut Borell 
Keun’s Lawyer ». Lucas Amann 


Anna Honmann Rose Schaefer 





This German Divina production 


is noteworthy for four reasons. It’s 
been chosen as West Germany's 
only entry at the forthcoming Os- 


car Derby. It is Robert Siodmak’s 


third (after “The Rats” and “My 
Father, the Actor’) directorial job 
on a German postwar pic. Third is 
that it depicts via the incredible 
but true case of Bruno Luedke, 
mentally-deranged German mass 
murderer ‘more than 80 victims, 
all women), one of the darkest 
chapters in the history of Nazi 
Germany. Last but not least, 


, one of the 

domestic produc- 
and one that looks 
boxoffice contender 


“Devil” is a strong film 
most gripping 
tions in years 
to be a stout 
here. 

There have been several, not too 
many, West German films with an 
anti-Nazi slant in these last 13 
postwar years. Although this film 
dedicates itself only to an individ- 
ual case, with a Nazi himself even 
being the victim, it’s perhaps the 
most depressing and also most con- 
vincing one. Pie depicts the bru- 
tality of the Nazi regime in a most 
realistic manner, 

Although this has been declared 
“particularly valuable” (meaning 
considerable tax relief here) by the 


West German film elassification 
board, it certainly does not look to 
meet everyone’s taste. Word-of- 


mouth should help this here since 
two sisters of Luedke have sought 
court action, claiming that his 
guilt has never been proved. Gloria 
has countered that it has documen- 
tary material at its disposal which 
proves to the contrary 

The Luedke case was widely 
publicized here after 1945. It then 
became known that the Reich’s Se- 
curity Service had done everything 
to keep the existence of a mass 
murderer a secret, strictly follow- 
ing the Fuehrer’s order. The case 
of Luedke, who was neither a Jew 
nor a foreigner, just didn’t suit the 
“honorary era” of the then rulers. 
Film shows only one of Luedke’s 
killings. An innocent man, Willy 
Keun (‘a Nazi official), is arrested 
as he is the logical suspect. A po- 
lice inspector, however, believes in 
Keun's innocence and manages to 
track down the real murderer. The 
Gestapo which doesn’t want this 
case publicized (as to Hitler’s order) 
sacrifices the innocent Keun and 
luedke is “liquidated” secretly. 
“A Bruno Luedke has never lived!” 
reads the SS order. The inspector 
who tried to save the innocent man 
is suspended from his job and sent 
to the battlefront. 

Film benefits greatly from the 
tight script by W. J. Luedeke and 
the fast-moving direction of Siod- 
mak. Story could have been un- 
bearably tasteless but Siodmak’s 
skillfully avoids all corny thriller 
elements. His direction is hard- 
hitting, open, direct and impres- 
sive, with his year-long Hollywood 
experience obvious in every scene, 

Mario Adorf (of “038/15” fame) 
gives the role of Luedke depth and 
authenticity which borders on the 
sensational. One is mever aware 
that he’s acting. His portrayal of 
the insane killer should cause long 
and favorable word-of-mouth. Han- 
nes Messemer is exceflent as the 
'eynical SS leader who takes care 
that the Leudke case remains a 
secret. Werner Peters is likewise 
| impressive as Willi Keun, the Nazi 
vho’s sacrificed by the very regime 
ne has been serving so obediently. 

Claus Holm plays sympathetical- 
ly the police inspector while Anne- 
| marie Dueringer (under contract to 
| 20th-Fox) provides the inevitable 
romantic interest. Remainder of 
the cast helps to make this a tell- 
|ing pic of an unholy time. Tech- 
| nical credits are very good. Thi¢ 
|applies particularly to Georg 
| Krause’s camerawork which catc i- 
| es the whole atmosphere in superb 
| fashion. Hans. 





Vernon Carr is new manager of 
the S. E. 14th Street Drive-In The- 
later at Des Moines. He managed 
theatres for Central States in 
Sioux City, Iowa for 10 years and 
succeeds Art Farrell who has been 
transferred to Omaha, to manage 
a drive-in theater there and to 
supervise another at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. 
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| “A Film ‘Still’ Big Sell on Paperbooks ' 


—Over 200 Film Tie-Ups With Publishers in 1958 
—15,000,000 Paperbacks Now Sold Monthly 


—Screen Even Sells ‘Half-Read Classics’ 
—Soft Books Purchased a la Pushcart 
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More than 15,000,000 paperbacks are being devoured 
every month, much of it stemming from tie-ins with films, 
Softcover book and film promotion departments have ap- 
proximately 200 title deals worked out together for 1958. 
A reading revolution, sparked by pocket books (2(% mil- 
lion copies of some 4,500 titles were sold in 1957 and 
movie tie-ins, is spreading across the country. 

Bantam, Signet, Dell, Pocket Books, Avon, Gold “. el, 
Popular and other publishers of paperbacks are awash 
in promotion deals with film producers. Reason: a paper- 
back with a Hollywood still on its cover can sell more 
copies than an artists’s conception in color. 

A Bantam editor said this week that paperbacks are 
being read “not only by people who regularly read books, 
but more important, by vast numbers for whom Guten- 
berg toiled in vain.” He cited “War and Peace” as an ex- 
ample, saying it is frequently dubbed the best-known half- 
read novel in the worid. He quipped “It is now presum- 
ably half-read by millions who had never heard of Tol- 
stoy before.” 

‘Pushcart’ Psychology 

The unprecedented acceptance of the paperbacks is 
largely due to its “casual, unsnobbish” appearance, and is 
purchased like “fresh fruit from a pushcart .. . the buy- 
er browses, sniffs and frequently squeezes the merchan- 
dise.”” When the first cheap softcover book appeared about 
ten years ago, many readers wouldn't be caught dead with 
a copy. Today it’s different Americans buy paperbacks 
in supermarkets, liquor stores, tobacco shops, bus termin- 
als, news stands, university bookshops and powder rooms. 

Avon's tie-ins include at least six titles. “Lady Takes A 
Flyer” (U) and “Cry Baby Killer” (AA); “Young and 
Wild” (Rep) and “High Cost of Loving’ (MGM), and some 
June, “Raw Wind in Eden” (U. Later tie-ins include “Born 
Reckless” (WB). 

Gold Medal has five tie-ins on agenda: “Ripe Fruit” 
(UA); “The Name’s Buchanan” (Col); “Heller With a Gun” 
(Ifdependent production by Michael Rennie and Louis L. 
L'Amour); “To Tame A Land” (Independent production 
by Marlon Brando) and “Last Stand At Papago Wells” 
(Col). Current collabs are “Cowboy,” published this month 
and io be released by Columbia and “The Law and Jake 
Wade,” originally published in March 1956 and scheduled 
for reissue in May to tie-in with MGM version starring 
Robert Taylor and Richard Widmark. 

Bantam has 26 titles in the hopper for 1958. Its 400-man 
Curtis field force, largest in publishing field, is well-equip- 
ped to promote book titles 

Bantam’s 1958 tie-ins (several will probably be held 
over until 1959) are: “Quiet American” (UA); “Home Be- 
fore Dark” (WB); “Sierra Baron” (20th; “Screaming Mi- 
mi” (Col); “Green Mansions“ (MGM); “Tubie’s Monument” 
(Col); “Guns of the Timberlands” (WB); “Touch of Evil” 
(UI; “The Big War” (20th); “The Last Hurrah” (Col); “The 
Tiger Among Us” (Col); “Ten North Frederick” (20th; 
“The Philadelphian” (WB); “The Light in the Forest” 
(Buena Vista); “Never Love a Stranger” (AA); “The Hunt- 
ers” (20th); “It’s Always 4 o'clock” (Warwick); “Bell, Book 
and Candle” (Col); “Harry Black” (20th); “Wine of Youth’”’ 
(UI); “Inn of the Sixth Happiness” (20th); “Outlaw” (AA); 
“Teacher's Pet” (Par); “Rally Round, Boys” (20th); and 
“The Matchmaker” (Par). 

200,000-To-350,000 Copies 

Each of the aforementioned titles will have a press run 
of between 200,000 and 350,000. Currently, Bantam has 
been licking its literary chops over two rousing soft-cov- 


ers tied-in with film hits “The Bridge on the River Kwai” 
(Col) with a 750,000 printing thus far, and “Sayonara” 
(WB) with over 900,000 now off the press. Bantam and 
WB are co-sponsoring a nationwide book-movie contest 
with a prize of an all-expense trip for two to Hollywood 
to attend the Academy Award Presentations. 

Dell has been clicking with several active movie tie- 
ins: “Peyton Place” (20th) with astonishing number of 
4,200,000 copies off the press, and with the movie push- 
ing sales, the promotion department of Dell, says the 
sky’s the limit; “Raintree County,” (MGM), one of the 
fastest moving titles on list and which just went back to 
press with another 200,000 copies; “Bonjour Tristesse,” 
(Col) the bestselling paperback of 1956 which recently 
came off the press with another 100,000 copies carrying a 
special movie tie-in sticker; “Witness For the Prosecu- 
tion,” (UA) released this month with tie-in cover. 

Dell is flooding distributors with all types of promo- 
tional matter stating that “1958 is Dell's great Movie tie- 
in Year” and that they can reap benefits of these two- 
way deals. Their mailing pieces continually proclaim that 
“Bigs movies make Big Books Bigger!” and carry line: 
“Dell Books—the Best in paperback—the Best in movie 
tie-ins!” 

Other 1958 Dell tie-ins include “The Brothers Kara- 
mazov” (MGM); “Paths of Glory” (UA); “The Big Coun- 
try” (UA); “The Vikings” (UA); “The Bravados” (29th) 
and “Vertigo” (Par). In most instances, Dell has initial 
press run of 200,000 copies and when picture tie-in is con- 
summated, another 50,000 to 100,000 copies are imme- 
diately shipped to dealers. Also on Dell upcoming movie 
list for 1958 are “Ben Hur” (MGM); “Blood and Sand” 
(20th) and film version of “Elmer Gantry.” 

Theatre Lobby Sales 

Nor does Dell overlook lollypop brigade with its tre- 
mendous potential at newsstand and boxoffice. Publishing 
firm has worked out effective tie-ins for its “Movie Clas- 
sics.” Over 700 magazine wholesalers distribute Dell 36- 
page comic book editions. In addition to being sold in lob- 
bies of theatres in advance of playdate and during pic- 
ture’s run, Dell distributor spots the comics in magazine 
racks in drug stores, book shops, supermarkets and other 
high traffic locations. Ordinarily, the movie tie-in comic 
book is released a month before film makes its appear- 
ance, and has 90-day life span. Recent Dell “Movie Clas- 
sies” included “Around the World in 80 Days” (UA); “Old 
Yeller” (Disney); “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” (AA); 
“Bombers B-52"" (WB) and “Fastest Gun Alive” (MGM). 
Soon to be released are “The Big Country” (UA); “No 
Time For Sergeants” (WB); “Sleeping Beauty” (Disney); 
“The Viking” (UA) and “Left Handed Gun” (WB). As in 
soft cover books, covers of the comic books carry still 
of actors and full picture credits on inside cover. 

Can Hit Million-In-Month 


Signet, one of the big soft cover book branches of New 
American Library, has nearly 50 movie tie-ins scheduled 
this year. It uses every conceivable type of promotional 
matter to promote its book-film projects including trade 
paper ads, dealer bulletins, playdate bulletins, whole- 
saler brochures, truck bumper strips, rack cards, book 
holders and sundry other promotional devices and dealer 
aids. Signet’s usual first printing on a movie tie-in title 
is 300,000, but it can go up to a first printing of 600,000. 
Also in cases like “Don't Go Near the Water” (MGM) books 
go back to press so fast the title can hit the million mark 
within a month. Signet regards its “Don’t Go Near the 


Water” as biggest use ever made of a paperbound edition 
in film advertising 

Signet’s 1958 cinema tie-ins include “The Brothers Ka- 
ramazov” (MGM); “Sing, Boy, Sing” (20th); “Cry Terror” 
(MGM); “Bitter Victory” (Col); “The Young Lions” (20th); 


“Marjorie Morningstar” (WB); “The Long Hot Summer” 
(20th); “Desire Under the Elm” (Par); “This Angry Age” 
aformerly “Whispers of Love” (Col); “Gigi” (MGM): “No 


Time for Sergeants” (WB); “The Townsend Harris Story” 
(20th); “God's Little Acre” (UA); “Tunnel of Love” (MGM); 
“Too Much, Too Soon” (WB); “The Naked and the Dead” 
(WB); “I Stole $16,000,000" (UA); “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof" 
(MGM); “Separate Tables” (UA) and “Requiem for a Red- 
head.” 

Late this year Signet will release “The Blessing” (MGM); 
“Mud on the Stars” (20th); “The Unvanquished” (MGM); 
“The Angry Hills” (MGM); “Messr. Marco Polo” (20th) 
and “The Oregon Trail” (20th), Other possible late 1958 
or early 1959 releases include “Bon Voyage" (UI); “The 
Hitchhiker” ‘UA); “Company of Cowards” (MGM); “The 
House Next Door” (UI); “The Night of the Tiger” (UI); 
“The Kiss-Off” (Col) and “The Tooth and the Nail.”” The 
1959 roster also includes “Andersonville” (Col); “Don 
Quixote” (UA); “Raquel” (MGM); “Lucy Crown” (UA); 
“Man of Montmatre” (Selznick); “The Summer of the 17th 
Doll” (UA); “On the Beach” (UA); “The Ballad of Cat 
Ballou” (UA); “I'm Owen Harrison Harding” (WB); “Nev- 
er So Few" (MGM); “Gretta” (UA); “The Love Seekers” 
(20th); “The World of Suzie Wong” (Par) and “Goya” 
(UA) 

Additionally, Signet has these titles with possible movie 
tie-ins: “Thirty Notches,” “After Midnight,” “Kiss Her 
Goodbye,” “The Execution of Private Slovik,” “Sons and 
Lovers,” “Lie Down in Darkness,” “Death Rider,” “The 
Birdman of Alcatraz,” “Back Street,” “The Comedian,” 
“The Demolished Man,” “Emmet Till,” “The Long Ships,” 
“A Law for the Lion,” “The Street,” ‘Soldiers’ Pay,” 
“Spark of Life,” “Studs Lonigan” and “Street of the Bare- 
foot Lovers.” Some foreign film tie-in may result from 
such Signet titles as “Confessions of Felix Krull,” “The 
Brothers Karamazov,” “Agostino,” “Beyond Desire” and 
“The Iliad.” 

Other Powered Houses 

It's going to be an active movie-book year for Popular 
Library. Publisher will re-issue Erich Maria Remarque’s 
“A Time to Love” in June, tying in with Universal film. 
“A Time to Love” was originally scheduled to be re4ssued 
end of 1958 but was moved up six months to get it out 
with the film. Popular will also do movie tie-ins with 
“Onionhead” (WB) in August; “Auntie Mame,” end of year; 
“Lady Sings the Blues” and another campaign on “Heav- 
en Knows, Mr. Allison,” if it wins an Academy Award, 
plus big “quality western, “Hell Bent Kid” (20th). Popu- 
lar Library’s minimum printing order is 250,000-300,000 
copies, but with movie tie-ins figures frequently reach al- 
most celestial heights. 

Pocket Books, another high-powered, promotion-minded 
paperback institution, goes in for movie covers, stream- 
ers, rack cards, placards and its initial print order runs 
from 225,000 to 375,000 copies on each title. It is ready- 
ing 1958 campaigns on such film deals as “Tales of the 
South Pacific” (20th); “Run Silent, Run Deep” (UA); “Stel- 
la” (Col); “Combat Mission” (UA); “Twilight For the 
Gods” (U); “Diary of Anne Frank” (20th); “The Nun's 
Story” (WB) and “These Thousand Hills” (20th). Pocket 
Books also has 70 other properties scheduled for movie 
deals but not yet in production. 








New York Sound Track 





Kirk Douglas thinks, he sez, that picture theatre prices ought to be 
“reasonable.” Does this mean no advanced admission prices for “The 
Vikings,” his independent production which needs $10,000,000 to break 
even? UA’s William Heineman is not saying yes or no at the present. 


Financier David Baird huddled with Serge Semenenko and Univer- 
sal's Milton Rackmil in Acapulco ... Jack L. Warner back to the 
Coast. The March of Dimes testimonial in his honor netted around 
$60,000 

Leonard k. Goldenson, American Broadcasting-United Paramount 
prexy, at the Jack L. Warner dinner last week: “I don’t know, really, 
why I should pay tribute to Jack. As one of his largest customers 
we've been doing that for years” ... Mrs. Jack Warner didn’t attend 
the dinner .. . 20th-Fox prexy Spyros P. Skouras leaves Friday (7) for 
Europe and S. Africa... Frank Kassler and family to Europe March 
8 for a prolonged stay. Kassler, connected here via Sandy Weiner and 
Harold Salemson, will headquarter in Paris and scout for films... 
Roxy launches CineMiracle April 24... Slogan for a future toll-tv 
age: “You can bet your last dollar on Channel! 3”... End of a rumor: 
The lease on the Trans-Lux 52nd St. Theatre isn’t running out .. . 
Technicolor’s amateur film division hit some snags . . . Hope at 20th: 
That Joanne Woodward (‘3 Faces of Eve’’) will come in ahead of Deb- 
orah Kerr (“Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison”) for the Best Actress Oscar. 
So happens 20th has Miss Woodward in “Long, Hot Summer” coming 
up. 

"The “Renal,” in the last name of French producer Madarne Christine | 
Gouze Renal, is the name she used during her years of activity in the | 
French resistance. After the war, she kept it. 

Dick Winters, 20th-Fox syndicate and special events contact, en- 
gaged to Nancy L. Truax of the Fairchild Publications staff. It'll be a 
June wedding. 

Engaged in a contract dispute with Paramount, William Holden | 
stayed away from the Par homeoffice during a brief stopover while en 
route te Europe. He spent all his time in Gotham in huddles with Otto | 
Preminger ... Frank Nugent’s screenplay for “The Last Hurrah,” called | 
for the casting of “a city councilman in his early thirties.” Signed for 
the part by director John Ford was Edmund Lowe, who's 66. 

One of three Burlington (Vt.) Boy Scouts who campaigned for the | 
title of Mayor-for-a-Day put himself on a real solid platform. Nick | 
Marchaeos, 15, promised to give free movie tickets from the Strong | 
theatre to all scouts who cast their ballots for him. 


. 

South with his first film, “Sing, Boy Sing.” Manager Ted Wick reported 
a big teenage turnout for the new star who's a Capitol Records artist. 
Main problem now is to keep Sands from being “over-exposed,”” Wick 
said, and ‘that’s one reason why Sands for the time being won't have 
a tv show of his own. Also, he was dissuaded from doing a show from 
Las Vegas so as not to stick him with that identification. Sands, who's 
20, will tour the midwest next and he'll decide on his second picture in 
six weeks. 

Boston Globe's refusal of theatrical advertising for “The Respect- 
ful Prostitute,” now in fourth week at the Trans-Lux, drew a “Bravo!” 
editorial from the Pilot, official newspaper of the Catholic Archdiocese 
| of Boston, this week in which it nominated the Boston Globe for the 
| “decency award of the year.” 

Photoplay Mag is going all-out in tex. to reprise the history of the 
Oscars in Hollywood. For the sake of the prim statue, quote: “a prin- 
cess-to-be (Grace Kelly) melted in tears and a revered stage star (Shir- 
ley Beoth) almost fell on her famous face. He has aroused crosscur- 
rents of emotions between sisters (Olivia de Havilland and Joan Fon- 
|taine). To claim him, the king-to-be of male stars (Clark Gable) went 
linto the doghouse and two of the town’s highest-priced directors 
| (Frank Capra and Frank Lloyd) collided in public” . . . Look is mak- 
|ing something of Rock Hudson’s name ‘he used to be Roy Scherer Jr. 
(certificate) and was tentatively Roy Fitzgerald) . . . George Q. Lewis, 
|inventor of National Laugh Week and such-like gags, will have a “Hu- 
| mor-Mobile,” on display at City College April 17. 

RKO Theatres prexy Sol. A. Schwartz is w.k. among his friends as 
ja rabid camera hound but even he was amazed, at the recent Photo- 
| graphic Show at New York's Coliseum, to see a minature CinemaScope 
|attachment for 16m cameras. Upon inquiring he learned that the de- 
| veloper of the C’Scope for home (amateur) cameras is married to the 
daughter of the late Prof. Henri Chretien, the Frenchman with whom 
Spyros Skouras made the original deal, tieing in the Bausch & Lomb 
(U.S.) lens manufacturers for the mass professional production line. 


Dorethy Lohman, of William Schuller agency, shipped off boy actor 





FF toni Mark, following N.Y. City Center closing of “Annie Get Your 


Gun,” to Vienna where lad will appear in the Yul Brynner film, “The 
Journey” ... VARTZTY managing editor Robert J. Landry details Hol- 
lywood’s progress. with racial stereotypes through the years in lead 
piece of current Anti-Defamation League bulletin . . . Miss R. Coplan, 
of Philly, informs this journal that “William K. Zinsser’s claim that 
he received letters backing him 100% on his review of ‘A Farewell to 
Arms,” must be in error,” as she, for one wrote him in opposition . . 

May Britt takes over femme star role in 20th’ “The Hunters” . 
Mel Ferrer to South America to scout locations for Metro's “Green 
Mansions,” which he'll direct ... Victor Mature cast Elaine Stewart to 
appear opposite him in “Timbuktu,” which he'll coproduce with Ed- 


20th’s ‘Lions’ Into 
Par, Times Sq. 


Paramount's flagship house on 
a York's Times Square, has 
booked “Young Lions,” from 20th- 


Fox, in a change of policy that will 
see the house seeking the top prod- 
uct of all companies. Immediate 
reasoning behind the switch is that 
the Roxy, with its new CineMiracle 
tieup, is not likely to be an outlet 
for the full 20th lineup, as it has 
been. As a consequence, the Par 
intends to step in. 

Also, however, it’s indicated that 
| the Par, whose policy has been er- 
| ratie in past, will be seeking the 
| top productions from the various 
distributors (not alone 20th) and 
will be adding to the competitive 
bidding situation in the first-run 
area. 

Par has proved itself an on-and- 
off top-grossing house, even meas- 
uring up to the Radio City Music 
Hall, but in these cases there was 
live programming involved. Robert 
Shapiro, managing director of the 
UPT outlet, thinks though that top 
pictures alone can provide the big 
| payoff, without reliance upon the 
; rock 'n’ roll outings, Jerry Lewis, 
etc 
Of major significance is the fact 
| that the theatre will now be seek- 
}ing the top pictures from all dis- 








- | tribs, in light of the shrinking num- 


ber of Gotham showcase outlets. 
Time was (recently) when the trade 
| underlined the abundance of first- 
run sityations in N.Y., and the thea- 


Tommy Sands, young crooner and rock ’n’ roller who's under contract | ward Small for United Artists release .. . Irving Shulman’s novel, “The | tres’ ability to enjoy a “buyer's 
to 20th-Fox for one picture a year, just completed a p.r. tour of the | Big Brokers,” purchased by Harbison Productions for reported $25,000. i market.” 





8 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 5, 1958 





L.A. Lagging But Brothers’ Bright 
$0,000; Flyer’ 116, ‘Peyton’ Wham | 
266, 12th; ‘Witness Hefty 176, a 


Los Angeles, 

Absence of any new big drawing 
pix this frame is throwing the bur- 
den of holding up the boxoffice to 


extended-runs and holdovers. 
However! several of these are 
continuing strongly, which helps. 
“Brothers Karamazov” is pacing 


fresh entrants but it shapes only 
$20,000 or near at Pantages. 
“Lady Takes Flyer” paired with 
“Damn Citizen” looms slow a 
000 or over in three theatres 
“Narcotics Story” is rated ood | 
$10,500 at State. “Across Bridge | 
To Mexico” is rated dull $6,500 at | 


Downtown Paramount.” 

“Peyton Place’ !ooms mighty 
$26.000 in 12th round, four houses 
while Savonura”™ is terrific $18,- 
060 in 10th week at Hollywood 
Par “Witne For Prosecution” 
shapes hefty in second round in 
three spot 

“10 Commandments” still is 
strong in two locations on 19th 
week. All hard-ticket pix, “Seven 
Wonde: Around World” and 
“Bridge Kwai,’ are showing 
well 


Estimates for This Weex 

Pantages KKO 2.812; $1.25- 
$2.40 Brothers Karamazov’ 
(M-G). Fair $20,000 or cose. Last 
week, with State, “Seven Hills of 
Rome” (M-G) (3d wk, Pantages; Ist 
wk. State), $12,500 

Hilistreet, Ritz, New Fox (RKO- 
FWC) (2.752; 1,320; 965; 90-$1.50) 
—"“Lady Takes a Flyer” (U) and 
“Damn Citizen” (U). Slow $11,000 


or over. Last week, Hillstreet with 
Hawaii, “Wild Is Wind” (Par) (1st 
multi-house run), “High Hell” 
(Par), $15,800. Ritz, New Fox with 
Rialto, “Farewell to Arms” (20th) 
(2d wk), $8,900 | 

Downtown Paramount (ABPT) 
(3,300; 90-$1.50) “Across Bridge 
to Mexico Rank and “Third 
Key” (‘Rank Dull $6,500. Last 
week, “Darby's Rangers” (WB), 
“Oregon Passage” (AA’ (2d wk), 
$7,900 

State (UATC) (2,404; 90-$1.50) 
“Narcotics Story” (Indie). Good 
$10,500 

Warner Beverly ‘SW) (1.612; 
$1.50 - $1.75 “Spanish Affair” 


(Continued on pear 24) 


Cold Clips K.C. Trade 
‘Anxious’ Modest $6, 000, 
‘Yeller’ 10G in Sth 


Kansas City, March 4. 

Wintry weather continues to be 
a key to the week's business cur- 
rently, this session being hampered 
by a cold, stormy weekend. Only 
newcony are “18 and Anxious” 
at Paramount and “Brothers in! 
Law” at the Rockhill, both shaping 


moderate. Holdovers are pleasing, 
“Old Yeller” being in second week 
in Fox Midwest moveovers and fifth 
week downtown, and “Witness for 
Prosecution” looking good in sec- 


ond week at the Midland. “And | 
God Created Woman” in fourth 
week at the artfilm Kimo continues 


to set records. “Farewell To Arms” 
in second session at Tower is okay 
“Raintree County” is finishing its 
stand at the Roxy after 10 weeks, 
Estimates for This Week 
Glen (Dickinson) (700; 75-90) — 
“Street of Shame” (Indie) (2d wk) 
Light $1,000. Last week, $1,500. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (504: 
—"God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(4th wk). Buxom $4,500. Last week, 


$4,800 

Midland ‘Loew? (3,500; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Witness for Prosecution” (UA) 
and “Long Haul” (Col) (2d wk). 


Pleasant $7 
Missouri 


000. Last week, $10,000. 
SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 


$1.25-$2 Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) (27th wk). Hold- 
ing around $6,000 Last week, 
aditte 

Paramount ‘UP) (1,900; 75-90)— 
“18 and Anxious Rep Mild 
$6,000, with no children’s tickets 
being sold. Last week, “Ft. Dobbs” 
(WB) and “Shortcut To Hell” (Par) 
(2d wk-6 days $4,500 

Rockhill Little Art Theatres) 
(750 79-90 Brothers in Law” 
(Cont). Moderate $1,500. Last week, 
“Don Giovanni Indie) same 

Roxy (‘Durwood 879: 90-$1:25- 
$1.50 Raintree County” (M-G) 
410th wk Spurting to $3,500 as it 
closes <¢ longrun, Last week 
$3,000 

lower ‘Fox Midwest) (2,100: 90- 
$1.25 Farewell To Arms” (20th) 


(2d wk 
Over next week 


Uptown, Fairway, Granada ‘Fox 


Midwest) (2.043; 700; 1,217; 75-90) 
—"Old Yeller” (BV) ‘m.o.) (2d) 
wk Okay $10,000, Last week, 
$15,000, 


March 4. ¢ 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $514,100 
(Based on 25 theatres) 
Last Year $548,500 


(Based on 23 theatres) 





| week, 


90-$1.25) | 


Nifty $8,000, likely to move | 
Last week, $10,000. |‘ 


Paths Beffo 126, 
D.C.; ‘Arms 176 


Washington, March 4 

General level of biz currently is 
up over recent storm-ridden weeks 
| Of the three newcomers, however, 
only one, “Paths of Glory,” at RKO 
| Keith’s is showing much life. “Lady 
Takes a Flyer” at Capitol is very 
thin. Such longruns as “God Cre 
ated Woman,” in 17th stanza at 
| 'Trans-Lux Plaza, and “Search for 
Paradise” in eighth week at the 
Warner, are on the upswing. “Bon- 
jour Tristesse,” in 5th week at 
Translux, continues mild, and gives 
| way to “Bridge on River Kwai” on 
March 13. “Farewell to Arms” con- 
tinues solid in second week at 
Palace 
| Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador-Metropolitan 
1(1.490; $1,000; 80-$1.10) “Fort 
| Dobbs” (WB). Okay $12,500. Last 
“Deep Six” (WB), $11,800 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 90-$1.25)— 
“Lady Takes a Flyer” (U). Shim 
$10,000. Last week, “Gift of Love” 
(20th), $9,000 and well below esti- 
mate. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,154; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Raintree County” (M-G) (2d 
run) (5th wk). Pleasing $8,000 after 
$10,000 last week. Stays. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 85-$1.25)— 
“Paths of Glory” (UA). Socko $12,- 
000, and best of newcomers. Holds 
Last week, “Old Yeller” (BV) (5th 

| wk), $7,000. 
| Palace (Loew) (2,350: 
| “Farewell to Arms” (20th) ( 





(SW) 


90-$1.50)— 
2d wk). 


| Big $17,000 after $25,000, Con- 
tinues. 
} Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50)\—“God 


Created Woman” (Kings) (17th wk) 
On the upbeat to tune of smash 
$5,000 after $4,500 last week. Holds 
over. 

| Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.50 
“Bonjour Tristesse” (Col) (5th wk). 
So-so $5,000 against last week's 
$4,500. Stays. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” ‘UA) 
(48th wk). Fine $8,000. Last week, 
$7,200 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Search for 
dise” (Cinerama) (8th wk). 
signs of spring upping this to fancy 
$11,000, thanks te tourists and spe- 
cial bookings. Last week, $10,000 
Stays. 


(1,300; 
Para- 


'round of 


: 


First! 


‘Arms’ Lusty $9,000, 4th, 
Indpls; ‘Raintree’ 116 


Indianapolis, March 4 
3iz is quiet here this stanza, first 
month long state high 
school basketball tourneys getting 


major tention of the young 
rowd, “Farewell to Arms” in 
| fo urth stanza at Keith’s and ‘“‘Rain- 


tree County” in third at Lyric con- 

tinue boxoffice leaders. “Girl Most 

Likely” at Circle is okay but “Ft. 
Jobbs” at the Indiana is dull. 
Estimates for This Week 





Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
75-90) — “Girl Most Likely” (U) 
and “Flood Tide” ‘tl Oke $8,000. 
Last week, “Old Yeller” (BV) (3d 
wk), $9,000 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90) — 
‘Ft. Dobbs” (WB) and “Spanish 
A flair (Par). Slow $7,000. Last | 


week, “Teenage 


Frankenstein” | 
AIP), $7,500 


Keith’s (C-D) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Farewell To Arms” (20th) (4th 
wk). Big $9,000. Last week, $9,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427; 75-90) — 
“Witness for Prosecution” aI 
2d wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
$10,000. 

Lyric ‘(C-D) (850; $1.25-$2.20)— 
‘Raintree County” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Sock $11,000. Last week, $12,088. 


ar 


‘Arms Great 156, | 
Cincy; ‘Wind 9G 


Cincinnati, March 4 

“Farewell to Arms,” socko at | 
Keith's, is far afront in this stanza’s | 
parade of newcomers and boosting | 
the ntown biz total above par 
Film is likely to hold through Lent. 
In fairish stride are “Wild is 
Wind” at the Albee, “Monolith 
Monsters” at the Palace and “Day 
of Badman” at the Grand. “Con- 
stant Husband” rates so-so at the 
Guild, hilltop artie “Search for 
Paradise” retains winning stride in 
13th round at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Wild is Wind” (Par). Mild $9,000 
Last week, “Don't Go Near Water” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $9,500 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376: | 
$1.20-$2.65)—“Search for Paradise” 
Cinerama) (13th wk) Keeping | 
step with Jast week's pleasing 
$13,500 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 75-$1.10)— 
“Day of Bad Man” (U) and “Flood 
Tide” (U). So-so $5,000. Last week, 
‘Safecracker” (M-G) and “Under- 
water Warrior” (M-G), $5,200 

Guild (Vance) (300; 50-90)— 
“Constant Husband” (Indie) Mild | 
$1,700 Last week, “All At Sea” 
(M-G) (9th wk), $1,500. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)— | 
“Farewell to Arms” (20th). Sock! 
$15.000. Long 165-minute running 
time causing turnaways on week- | 
end nights. May hold through 
Lent. Last week, “Old Yeller” (BV) 
(4th wk), $7,000 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 75-$1.10)— | 
“Monolith Monsters” (U) and “Love | 
Slaves of Amazons” (U). Tame 
$7,500. Last week, ‘‘Darby’s 
Rangers” (WB), $9,000. 


dow 





| 


| $2.40)—“This Is Cinerama” 


Pitt on Binge; ‘Witness’ Wham 176, 


| Pittsburgh, March 4 

| Film biz still is on a binge here 
with everything downtown a hold- 
over and largely coming througn 
handsomely. “Peyton Place” is the 
amazing longrun, still smash in 
eighth round at the Harris. “And 
God Created Woman” has caught 
its second breath at Squirrel Hill 
and starting to climb all over again 
in llth week. “Witness for Prose- 
cution’ at Penn-looks lusty in sec- 


ond session. “Farewell To Arms 
at Fulton and “Old Yeltec” at Stan- 
ley are both booming in extra 
stanzas. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 99-$1.25 
“Farewel)-To Arms” (20th) (3d wk 
Skedded to come _ out tonight 
iTues.) so house could take advan- 
tage of Tommy Sands’ personal to- 
day and bring in “Sing, Boy, Sing” 
(20th) but doing too well to pull 
and stays on again. Looks fine 
$8,800 or over. Last week, $9,500 
Guild (Green) (500; 99-$1.25)— 
‘Devil’s General” (DCA) (2d wk 
|Curt Jurgens’ German picture 
holding up very nicely, an unex- 
pected surprise, and holds. Should 
| top nice $2,000. Last week, $2,800 
' Harris (Harris) (2,165; 99-$1.50) 


Peyton’ Sock $6, 8th, ‘Arms’ 86, 3d 


‘Peyton Place” (20th) (8th wk) 
Management will know better now 
than to advertise “positively last | 
week.”” They can’t possibly let it 
go at $9.000, smash at this stage of 
run. Last week, $9,500 

Penn (UA) (3,300; 99-$1.50) — 
“Witness for Prosecution” (UA) 
2d wk). Best thing here in a long 
time. Shapes wow $17,000 or near 
Last week, $20,000 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900: 99-$1.25) 
—“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
lith wk). Nothing ever like this 
in the little art house’s history. It 
was originally slated to go a fort-| 
night ago, has since caught its sec- 
ond wind and is yo.:.g great guns 
ain. Headed for an unbelievable 

500, even better than last week’s | 
$5,000 which was the best since the 
4th week of run. 

Stanley (SW) (3,800; 99-$1.50)— | 

Old Yeller” (BV) (3d wk). Slip-| 
ping some but still plenty strong at | 
$10,000. Last week’s $15,500 topped 
the first stanza. 


ag 
$5 


Warner (SW-Cinerama) 1,300; 
$1.2 25 3-$2.40) — “Search for Para- 
dise”’ (Cinerama) (21st wk). Bottom 


has fallen out of it and closing no- 
tice has been posted for March 22 | 
Down to $5,000, same as last week. 


| “Deep Six” 


‘Wind’ Slow $5,000 In 


| Blue Mouse. 


| and “Crash Landing” 


Glory’ Grand $18,000, Det.; ‘Bonjour’ 
Good 156, ‘Jet’ Okay 126, ‘Quiet’ 146 


Detroit, March 4, 

Pace is generaliy slower among 
the downtowners this session but 
biz still is rated good. Some mild 
new product is hurting some spots, 
“Paths of Glory” looks great at the 
Palms. “Bonjour Tristesse” shapes 
good at the Madison. “Sing Boy 
Sing” at the Fox looms weak. 
“Quiet American” is unexciting at 
the Michigan. “Jet Attack” looks 
average at the Broadway-Capitol. 

Among the holdovers, “Search 
for Paradise” stays tremendous in 
fourth session at the Music Hall. 
“Raintree Country” continues ter- 
rific in fourth round at the Adams. 
“Farewell to Arms” is still okay in 
fourth week at the United Artists. 
“And God Created Woman” stays 
| torrid in seventh stanza at Trans- 
Lux Krim. 

Estimates for This Week 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total ¢ Gross 

This Week $2,534,700 
(Based on 23 cities and 249 

theatres, chiefty first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $2,727,300 
Based on 23 cities and 240 

theatres.) 


Peyton’ Huge 316, 
Toronto; ‘Six 136, 














oon (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
i ing” (20th) and 
Toronto, March 4. | Sate a the Great” (UA). Weak 
$12! . Last week, “House of 
C ‘ ) t , 
ox fevers are pepping _ y Wax” WB) and “Phantom of Rue 
| biz but such newcomers as Mil- Morgue” (WB) (reissues), $14,500. 


ler’s Beautiful Wife” and “Silken Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


Affair” also loom lively. “High | 90-$1.25)—“Quiet American” (UA) 
Flight” shapes mildish. “Peyton| and “Gun Fever” (UA). Slow $14,- 
Place” for its second stanza of|0C0. Last week, “Tarnished An- 
turnaway biz is city topper at the| gels” (U) and “Oregon Passage” 
Imperial, largest theatre in Can-| (AA), $16,000. 

ada, and Famous Players’ flagship. Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 


“Man 
Swell 
Dobbs” 
(Indie), 


frame of “Old| “Paths of Glory” (UA) and 
three-house combo.| from God’s Country” (AA) 
“Farewell to Arms.” | $18,000. Last week, “*¥t 
“Seven Hills | (WB) and “Across Bridge” 
seconc $15.000. 

econd. | "Madison (UD) (1,900; 90-$1.25)— 
“Bonjour Tristesse’” (Col). Nice 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Old 
| Yeller” (BV) (6th wk), $9,000). 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
| 90-$1 25)—“Jet Attack” (AI) and 
“Suicide Battalion” (Al). Average 
| $12,000. Last week, “Big Beat” (U) 
and “Summer Love” (U), $15,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- 
$1.80)—“Farewell to Arms” (20th) 
(4th wk). Oke $12,000. Last week, 
same. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; $1.25- 
$1.50) — “Raintree County” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Terrific $20,000. Last 


Also big is fifth 
Yeller” at a 
Same goes for 
now in fourth frame 
to Rome” looms big in 
is rated nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Rank& (2,318; 60-$1)— 
“High Flight” (Col). Poor $8,000. 
Last week, “Cowboy” (Col), $7,000. 
Danforth, Humber, Hyland | | 
(Rank) (1,330; 1,203; 1,357; $1)— 
“Wee Jeannie” (AA) (2d wk). Fine | 
$12,000. Last week, $16,000. | 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | 
State (Taylor) (1,054; 995; 698; 694; | 
50-75) — “Deep Six” (WB) and 
“Green-eyed Blond” (WB). Nice} 
$13,000. Last week, “Teenage 
Frankenstem” (Indie) and “Blood 


| Demon” (Indie), $13,500. — ee (SW-Ci ce oe 
Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede o9;-"1'09-$2.65)—"Search for Par- 
(FP) (1,080; 1 585; 1,485; 50-$1)— adise” (Cinerama) (4th wk). Wow 
‘Old Yeller” (BV) (5th wk). Hep $25,000. Last week, ditto 

$15,000. Last week, same. | Trans-Lux Krim (Trans-Lux) (1,- 
Fairlawn (Rank) (1,165; $1.25-| 990; 90-$1.65)—“And Ged Created 
$2.50) —“Bolshoi_ Ballet” (Rank)! Woman” (Kings) (7th wk). Great 
(2d wk). Fine $11,000. Last week,|¢12000. Last week, same. 
$12,000. 





| 

Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 
—‘Farewell To Arms” (20th) (4th 
wk). Hefty $14,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 75-$1.25)— 
“Peyton Place” (20th) (2d_ wk). 
Wham $31,000. Last week, $33,000. 

International (Taylor) (557; $1)— 


Hub Spotty But ‘Arms’ 
Fancy $16,500; ‘Witness’ 
Giant 256, ‘Water’ 176 


Boston, March 4. 


| “Silken Affair” (IFD). Neat $4,000.|_ Biz is spotty currently with re- 
|Last week, “No Time for Tears”| {issues spotted in several houses. 
(IFD) (2d wk), $3,500. |“‘Witness For Prosecution” contin- 


ues as biggest thing to hit Hub in 
“Don’t Go Near Water” (M-G) (7th; months in second week at State. 
wk). Big $11,000. Last week, ditto, | “Light Across Street” is torrid at 

Tivoli (FP) (955; $1.75-$2.40)—| Ben Sack’s new arty Capri, making 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) | second Bardot film here with “God 
(29th wk). Swell $8,000. Last} | Created Woman” hot in return to 
| week, same. Beacon Hill, in fourth week. It 

Towne (Taylor) (695; $1 —“Mil- | reviously played the Gary on 


Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; $1-$1.25)— 


ler’s Beautiful Wife” (IFD). Nice! ‘ongrun. Paramount and Fenway 
| $4,500. Last week, “French Funny|combo returned “House of Wax" 
Race” (IFD) (2d wk), $3,500 }and “Phantom Rue Morgue, 3-D 

University (FP) (1,233: $1.50-| pix, to okay returns. “My Man 


(Cine- | Godfrey” shapes okay at Memorial. 
“Scared 


rama) (19th wk). Fine $12,000.|“Jumping Jacks” and 

Last week, $12,500. Stiff” reissues at Pilgrim are sat- 
Uptown (Loew) (2,098: 60-$1)—| isfactory. 

“Seven Hills of Rome” (M-G) (2d Holdovers predominate as real 

wk) Big $10,000. Last week, moneymakers. “Farewell to Arms” 

$13,500. in fourth at Met is lively. “Ger- 
York (B&F) (745: 75-$1.25)—!| Vvaise” is rated nice at Kenmore in 

|“This is Russia” (U) (2d wk). Night | Seventh round. Hard ticket shows 


Last | are doing fine despite weather bar- 
riers earlier with “Around World 
j in 80 Days” hotsy in 47th at the 
Saxon; “Search For Paradise” at 
| the : cous _ in 15th week and 
ridge on River Kwai” neat at 
Gary in 10th stanza. 
Seattle; ‘Witness’ 9¢ Estimates for This Week 

Seattle, March 4. | Astor (B&Q) (1,372; 90-$1.50)— 
First-run biz is swinging low | ‘‘Bonjour Tristesse” (Col) (2d wk). 

currently with not much help from ; Oke $15,000. Last week, $17,000. 
new entrants and pix just in second | | Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90- 
rounds. “Wild Is Wind” is slow at | $1.50) — “God Creatcd Woman” 
Paramount while “Witness for| (Kings) (4th wk). Third week, 

Prosecution” is barely good at |crackling $9,000. 

Fifth Ave. “Around World in 80| Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
Days” still is fast in 46th week at | $1.25-$2.65) — “Search for Para- 
Seven Hills of Rome” | dise” (Cinerama) (15th wk). Fine 

is sagging in second frame at Music | $17,500. Last week, $17,000. 
Hall. Capri (Sack) -(990; 50-$1.50) 
Estimates for This Week “Light Across Street” (UMPO) and 


biz pushing this to $4,000. 
week, $3,500. 





Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800: | “Beachcomber” (UA). Hotsy $12,- 
$1.50-$2.50) — “Around World” 000. Last week, “All At Sea” (M-G) 
— — Fast $6,000. Last week,| and “Invitation to Damce” (M-G) 


| $6,8 | (4th wk), $7,500. 

a Fox- Evergreen) (1,870; Exeter (Indie) (1 ,.200; 60-$1.25)— 
90-$1.25)—“Going Steady” (Col) | “Ladykillers” (Cont) and “To Paris 
(Col). Fair | With Love” (Cont) (reissues) (3d 

“Stopover | wk). Second week, happy $7,500. 
“Unknown Ter- Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10) 
—‘‘House of Wax” and “Phantom 
(Fox-Evergreen) | of Rue Morgue” (reissues). These 
95-$1.50) — ‘Witness for|3-D oldies look good $7,000. Last 
(Continued on page 24) (Continued on page 24) 


| $6,000. Last week, 
Tokyo” (20th) and 
ror” (20th), $7,100. 
Fifth Avenue 
(2,500; 
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Chi Big Despite Snow; ‘Peyton’ Wow 
$63,000, ‘Cattle’ Fast 86, ‘Sea’ 11G, y.sstssisesisk “Setdout 
‘Witness’ Tall 266, ‘Woman’ 9G sss::°4 Suticesseme 


Chicago, March 4. 

Despite a snowy weekend, Loop 
biz. this session looks to be gener- 
ally lively, paced by ‘Peyton 
Place.”” Opening week at Chicago 
looks a tremendous $63,000. Dur- 
able holdovers are contributing to 
the perky pace. 

Garrick’s “Day of Badman” and 
“Damn _ Citizen” combo shapes 
fair $6500. “Beautiful But Dan- 
gerous” and “Plunder Road” is 
modest at the Monroe. “Cattle 
Empire” is shaping fine $8,000 in 
Grand first week. 

“Quiet American” looks good in 
Roosevelt second frame. “Cowboy” 
is riding to a nice second State- 
Lake round. 

“Bonjour Tristesse” is a mild 
third weeker at the Woods while 
“Witness for Prosecution” looks 
great at United Artists in third. 
“Gervaise” is standup in Carnegie 
fourth session. Oriental looks fine 
in sixth with “Farewell To Arms.” 

Sturdiest of holdover pack, ex- 
cluding the roadshows, is “And 
God Created Woman,” warm for 
any weather in 10th round at the 
Loop. “Raintree County,” in 19th 
week at McVickers, is sluggish on 
hard-ticket policy. “Around World 
in 80 Days” in 48th session at 
Todd’s Cinestage continues solid. 
“Seven Wonders of World” in 63d 
Palace round is good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carnegie (H&E Balaban) (485; 
$1.25)—“Gervaise” (Cont) (4th wk). 


. Fat $5,900. Last week, $6,200. 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
— “Peyton Place” (20th). Wham 
$63,000. Last week, 
(WB) (9th wk), $19,200. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.25-$1.50)—“All At Sea” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Great, $11,000. Last week, 
$12,300. 

Garrick ‘B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Day of Badman” (U) and “Damn 
Citizen” (U). Fair $6,500 or near. 
Last week, “Gift of Love” (20th), 
$7,000. 

Grand (Nomikos) (1.200; 90- 
$1.25)—"'Cattle Empire” (20th) and 
“Blood Arrow” (20th). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, “Rock Around World” 


(Indie) and “Reform School Girl” | 


(Indie), $6,300. 

Loop ‘Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“God Created Woman” (King) 
(10th wk). Torrid $9,000. Last 
week, $9.400. 

MecVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30) — “Raintree County” (M-G) 
(19th wk!. Lean $9,600. Last week, 
$11,500. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 57-79) — 
“Beautiful But Dangerous” (20th) 
and “Plunder Road” (20th). Fairish 
$5,700. Last week, “Spanish Affair” 
(Par) and “Thunder Over Tangier” 
(Rep), $4.600. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; $1.25- 
$1.80)\—“Farewell To Arms” (20th) 

(Continued on page 24) 


L’ville Warmer, So’s Biz; 
‘Wind’ Hot 76, ‘Rangers’ 


Same; ‘Yeller’ Boff 136, °*%-.iaio 


LouisviNe, March 4. 
Strong array 


trons into the downtown area again 


after a cold spell which was the}! 
most persistent of any hitting here uJ ‘ 
“Wild Is Wind” at the, (Indie) (3d wk). 
“Darby’s | Week, $5,700. 


in years. 


Kentucky shapes nice. 


Rangers” at the Mary Ann is doing 
The Brown’s “God Cre- 
ated Woman” is still trim in sixth | I 
second | 


solid biz 


week. “Old Yeller” in 


‘Witness’ Sharp 20G, 


Buffalo, March 4. 
Biz is stacking up very well here 
Standout is 


| smash take at the Buffalo. Big sur- 


|money et Paramount. It did more 
in the first two days than many 





“Sayonara” 
| 


of product, plus; Oke $3,000. Last week, “Gervaise” 
sunny weather, has brought the pa-| (Cont) (8th wk), $3,000, with 2 ex- 





|new pix. “Farewell To Arms” still | 
is stout in fourth round at the | 
Center while “Gift of Leve” shapes | 
fairly sweet at Century. } 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1.25) , 
—‘Witness for Prosecution” (UA). | 
Sharp $20,000. Last week, “Quiet 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 


rine ” “ + _ 

estimated figures are net in- — (UA) (5 days) aT —- “5 
come. bi Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70-| 
The parenthetic admission 90) — “Scared Stiff’ (Par) and) 
prices, however, as indicated, |*Jumpin’ Jacks” (Par) (reissues). | 














Coronet (United California) (1,- 
| 250: $1.50-$3.75)—“Around World 
{In 80 Days” (UA) (62d wk). Great 
$13,000 or close. Last week, $13,800. 


include the U. S. amusement | Great $12,000 or near. Last week, | 
tax. “Wild Is Wind” (Par) and “Angels | 

otf Darkness” (Par) (8 = days),! 

‘ ’ $14,000. | 

Center (AB-PT) (2,000; 90-$1.25) | 

Jet Modest 136, —'‘Farewell To Arms” (20th) (4th 
wk). Stout $10,000. Last week, 
ee ee ia line | 
ayette (Basil? (3,000; 70-90)— | 
risco: S “Damn Citizen” (U) and “Day of | 
5] Bad Man” (U). Oke $8,000. Last | 
week, “From Hell It Came” (AA) | 
San Francisco, March 4. and “Disembodied” (AA), $7,500. 
First-run trade generally is only| Century (UA-TC) (2,900; 70-90) 
so-so this stanza. However, there —Gift of Love” (20th) and “Es-| 
are some bright spots. ‘Female, cape from Red Rock” (20th). Good 
Animal” with “Damn Citizen”) $9,000. Last week, “Bonjour Tris- | 
|looms fair at Golden Gate but tesse” (Col) and “Tijuana Story” 
| “Gift of Love” is weak at the Fox. | (Col), $5,500. 
“Jet Attack” is rated just so-so at | 
nm ae while “Bitter Victory” | ‘ ’ | 
shapes okay at St. Francis. “Wit- 
| seas For Prosecution” looms as| Arms Potent 19G 
standout longrun, with fancy tak-| 9 | 
|ings in fourth United Artists week. | 
“Around World in 80 Days” is} ° sure > 
rated great in 62d Coronet session. | ° MA\ 
Estimates for This Week | \ Ps 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90-) . ‘ 
$1.25)—"Female Anima!” (U) and} ,.. Philadelphia, March 4. 
“Damn Citizen” (U). Fair $9,000.| ,, First-run trade was perky over 
| Last week, “Lady Takes Flyer” (U) | h¢ weekend. “Farewell To Arms” 
‘and “Flood Tide” (U), ditto, | Shapes great opening week at the 
| Fex (FWC) (4,651: $1.25-$1.50)— bandbox Arcadia Theatre. “Wild 
“Gift of Love” (20th) and “God Is is +g looms strong at Randolph 
| aga | while “Witness For Prosecution” 
| My Partner” (20th). Weak $13,000. js terrid in third Stanl me 
| Last week, “Peyton Place” (20th) | « ll. = se week. 
| (Sth wk) $11,000 God Created Woman” continues 
| , ’ . terrific in fourth weeks at Studio 
| Warfield fae ee Se , and the World. 
|} —Seven ills o ome” (M-G) : " 
| and “Gun Fever” (UA) (3d wk).! erage Set Tale ‘Work 
| Okay $9,000. Last week, $12,500. | ,,. Ateadia (S&S) (526; 99-$1.80)— 
| Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) | Farewell to Arms” (20th). Bright 
|_“Jet Attack’ (AI) and “Suicide | $19,000 or near. Last week, “Don't 
| Battalion” (AD). So-so $13,000. Last ,G®, Near Water” (M-G) (8th wk), 
week, “Wild Is Wind” (Par) and | 99-800. ' 
| “Crowded Paradise” (Par), $13,000.|_ Boyd (SW - Cinerama) (1,340; 
| St. Franeis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.25) | $1.20-$2.80) — “Search for Para- 
—‘Bitter Victory” (Col) and, dise” (Cinerama) (21st wk). Fine 
| “Curse of The Demon” (Col), Okay | $8,500. Last week, $6,500. 
| $10,000. Last week, “Viking Wom-;| Fox (National) (2,250; 65-$1.25)— 
!en and Sea Serpent” (Al) and “As-| “Peyton Place” (20th) (9th wk). | 
| tounding She - Monster” (AI),; Socko $16,000. Last week, $17,000. | 
| $11,000. | Goldman (Goldman) (2,250; 65-| 
|. Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; | ¢) 95)“Female Animal” (U) d| 
| $1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders of! “Flood Tide” iU) ‘Weak eneee'n 
| World” (Cinerama) (67th wk). near Last week. “Gift f L a 
| Dandy $12,000 or near. Last week, | (29th), $7,600. adearh 
| $19,700. | eee ; : 
|” United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207;|,,Greem_ Hill (Serena) (750; 75-| 
| 90-$1.25)—"Witness For Prosecu-| $1.25) ‘closed Sundays)—“All at 
| tion” (UA) and “Ride Out For Re- Sea (M-G) (3d wk). Tidy $5,300. 
| venge” (UA) (4th wk). Fancy $10,-| Last week, $2,900. 
|000. Last week, $12,000. | Mastbaum (SW) (4,370; 99-$1.49) 
| Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25-$2)— | —‘‘Lady Takes Flyer” (U) (2d wk). | 
|“Raintree County” (M-G) (10th! Grounded at $7,000. Last week, | 
wk). Okay $4,000. Last week, | $12,000. 
| Midtewn (Goldman) (1,000; 99-| 
_ (Hardy-Parsons) (774; | $1.89)—“Raintree County” (M-G)| 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Novel Affair” (Cont).| (9th wk). Neat $8,500. Last week, | 
$10,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (1,250; 65- 
ra shows, 5 wi x a oF 
“a (S.F. Theatres) (364; $1.25) — Wild is Wind (Par). 
$1.25)—"Golden Age of Comedy” >on $20,000. Last week, “Sayo- 

Big $5,200. Last nara” (WB) (9th wk), $14,000. 
or Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(3d wk). Hotsy $21,000. Last week, 
$23,000. } 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— 

“Legend of Lost” (UA) (4th wk). 





stanza at Rialto and “Witness For | S 
emowetioa?” § ; > Uni \6 ’ | Helped by preview to hold at $8,- 
Reenecotion” tn Ciied xt the Cates RANGERS IVELY 136, '500: Last week, $9,000. | 


Artists both are holding profitable | 


paces 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown 
000; 85-$1.25' — “God 
Woman” (Kings) (6th wk). 
ping up pace as patrons are eage 


a | 
z fil final stanza. Fine | entrants. 
ae Se. on Se s Tated good at the Allen. “Witness | $10,000. 


$6,500 looms as against last week’ 
$5,500. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 50-85)— | B scone 
“Wild Is Wind” (Par). Praised by | County” still is fine in fourth at | 


i ing for nice $7,000. Last | Stillman. 
ae (U),| World” looms okay in fifth 


week, “Lady Takes Flyer” 
same. 


Mary Anderson (People's) (1,000; 


50-85) —“Darby’s Rangers” (WB). 
week, “Ft. 
Dobbs” (WB) and “Forbidden Des- | ¢13 900 or near. Last week, “Fare- 


Solid $7.000. Last 
ert” (WB), $5,000. 


Rialto (‘Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 50- 
(2d wk). 
Slackening somewhat, but weekend 


85\—“Old Yeller” (BV) 


was strong. Lively $3,000, 
enough after opening stanza’s| 
$18.000. 


United Artists (UA) (3,000; 74- 
“Witness For Prosecution” 
(UA) (3d wk). Oke $6,000 after sec- 


99) — 
ond week's $10,000. 


(Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 1,- 
Created | 
Step-| i 

r | somewhat uneven even with new 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80)— 
“Smiles of Summer Night” (Rank) 
| (3d wk). Wane $2,200. Last weck, 
| $3,500. 

Studio (Goldberg) (485; 99-$1.89) | 
—"God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(4th wk). Wow $9,000. Last week, | 


CLEVE; ‘WITNESS’ 156 


Cleveland, March 4. 
Boxoffice here currently shapes | 
“Darby’s Rangers” is 
For Prosecution” shapes smart at | 
| i ; “Raj | Wiking (Sley) (1,000; 99-$1.49)— 
| State in second session. “Raintree | “Seven Hills of Rome® (M-G) (4th 
of | Wk). Solid $9,500. Last week, 
at $12,000 
| World (Pathe) (500; 99-$1.89)—_ 
“God Created Woman” (Kings) (4th | 
}wk). Wham $8,500. Last week, 
(3,800; 90-$1.25)-— | $9 000. 
(WB). Good 


“Seven Wonders | 
| Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Allen (S-W) 
|“Darby’s Rangers” 





U Manager Hospitalized 
Chicago, March 4. | 
Manie Gottlieb, U's midwest dis- | 
trict manager, was rushed to Neth- | 
odist Hospital, Indianapolis, Feb. 
25, after complaining of pains. 


|well To Arms” (20th) (3d wk), 
| $11,000. 

Continental (Art Theatre Guild) 
(850; $1.25)—“God Created Woman” 
(Kings) (m.o.). Sturdy $3,500. Last 
week, $2,900. 

Embassy (Community) (1,200; 70- J } 
90)-—“Black Tent” (WB) and “Ft. | determine the ailment. He was in 
Dobbs” (WB). Strong $6,000 or|the Hoosier capital to visit the! 
| (Continued on page 24) } local branch. 








First, $30,000 


| wk). 


Buff; ‘Arms’ 10G, sth Bway Okay; Paradise’ Surprise 186, 


Bros.’ Big 1406, 2d, ‘Witness’ Smash 
44G, 4th, ‘Raintree’ Fine 176, 11th 


Milder weather and clear skies, 
excepting for all-day rain last 
Thursday (27) and some rainfall 
late Monday (3), are helping Broad- 
way film business considerably in 
the current session. Absence of 
many openers, of course, is cutting 
down the over-all total although 
several Jong-runs stil] are strong 

“Last Paradise,” foreign-made 
pic, is getting more attention than 
at first anticipated, with a nice 
$18,000 likely opening stanza at the 
Victoria 
newcomers at arty houses, standout 


appearing to be “The Awakening” | 


which started off the first two-day 
weekend with a stout figure at the 
Little Carnegie. 

Biggest money, of course, is go- 
ing to “Brothers Karamazov” with 


stageshow at the Music Hall. Sec- | 


ond session ending today (Wed.) 


looks like big $140,000. It will stay | 


two weeks more, with “Merry An- 
drew” and Easter stageshow open- 
ing on March 20 

“Witness for Prosecution” is 
holding in great fashion with a sock 
$24,000 in prospect for current 
(4th) week at the Astor, and a 
smash $20,000 likely in same round 
at the Plaza, where day-dating. 
“Raintree County” continues fine 
at the State, with $17,000 in sight 
for the 11th week, only a step be- 
hind the 10th frame 

“Cowboy” was mild $26,000 or 


close in second session at the Capi- | 


tol after a disappointing opening 


week. “Unholy Wife” is coming into | 
(Thurs.), | 


the Mayfair tomorrow 
with second round of “Sing Boy 
Sing” sagging very low. 

“Gift of Love" wound up the 
third stanza (8 days at the Para- 
mount with an okay 320,000. It is 
being replaced today ‘Wed.) by 
“Mark of Hawk.” “Gervaise” con- 


| tinued to amaze with healthy fig- 


ures at Baronet, where it just fin- 
ished a 16th round, and at the 
Fifth Avenue Cinema where it just 
rounded out its seventh week.” 

“God Created Woman” is edging 
ahead of last week to land a smash 
$14,300 in 19th session at the Paris. 

Hard-ticket films also are looking 
up. “Around World in 80 Days” 
was back to capacity $37,700 in just 
finished (72d) round at the Rivoli 
“10 Commandments” shapes big 
$28,000 in current (69th) week at 
the Criterion. “Search for Para- 
dise” now in 24th week at the War- 
ner, also climbed in 23d round to 
get a neat $27,300. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$2)— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(4th wk). This session winding to- 
day (Wed.) looks like great $24,000. 
Last week, $25,000 
ally. 

Little Carnegie (‘L. Carnegie) 
(550; $1.25-$1.80/\—"The Awaken- 
ing” (Kings). Opened Saturday (1), 
with big $4,000 in first two days. 
In ahead, “Adultress” (Times) (7th 
wk-5 days), $3,200. Sixth full week, 


$4,200. 
Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25- 
$1.70) —‘“‘Gervaise” (Cont) (17th 


The 16th week finished Sun- 
The 


wk). 
day (2) pushed to big $6,200. 
15th week, $5,800. 


Capitol (Loew) (4,280; $1-$2.50) 
—“Cowboy” (Col) (3d wk). Initial 
holdover week ended yesterday 


(Tues.) was mild $26,000 or close 


Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 


$3.30)—"“10 Commandments” (Par) | 


(69th wk). Current session ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
big $28,000, with usual 15 perform- 
ances. The 68th week, $27,000 for 
same number of shows. “South 
Pacific’ (20th) opens March 19 
Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—“Demoniaque” (UMPO). Opened 
Monday (3). In ahead, “Gates of 
Paris” (Lopert) (7th wk-6 days) 


full week. 

55th St. Playhouse (Moss) (300; 
$1.25 - $1.80) — “Bolshoi Ballet” 
(Rank) (12th wk). The lith round 
ended last night (Tues.) looks like 
smooth $4,400 The 10th week, 


100 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75)— 
“Confessions of Felix Krull” (DCA) 
Opened yesterday (Tues.) In 
ahead, “Spanish Affair” (Par) (4th 
wk-6 days), good $6,500 after $8,500 
in third full week. Could have 
held longer, but “Krull” was al- 
ready set. 

Mayfair (Maurer) (4,736; 
$1.80)\—“Sing Boy Sing” (20th) (2d 
wk). Current week ending today 
(Wed.), with special i 
several days, was thin $7,000 
was $9,000. “Unholy 


Tests are still being made to | gens tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95-| World” 


$1.80)—“Snow White” (BV) (4th 
This week ending tomorrow 


There are a number of | 


Stays, natur-| 


previews on | wk) 
First | third. 
Wife” (U)} 


|(Thurs.) looks like smash $14,500. 
Third was $15,000 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; $1-$3)— 
“Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) (12th 


wk!. The llth round ended last 
night (Tues.) was terrific $35,700 
for 11 performances. The 10th 


week, $36,200 for same number of 
shows. 


Odeon (Rank) (854; 90-$1.80)— 
“Henry V" (Rank) (5th wk), Fourth 
stanza finished yesterday ‘Tues.) 
| was big $7,800 or close. Third was 


$7,500. “Desire Under Elms” (Par) 
|}opens March 12 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
| $2)\—“Mark of Hawk” (U). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Gift of 
Love” (20th) (3d wk-8 days), was 
| okay $20,000. Second week, $21,- 
000. “The Young Lions” (20th) 
opens early in April. 
| Fifth Ave. Cinema (R&B) (250; 
$1.80)—“Gervaise” (Cont) (8th wk), 
Seventh week ended vesterda 
(Tues.) was sturdy $4,300. Sixt 
was $4,100. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80) — “God Created Woman” 
(Kings) (20th wk). The 19th stanza 
ended Sunday (2) was smash $14,- 
300. The 18th week, $14.200 

Radio City Musie Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 90-82.75) — “Broth- 
ers Karamazov" (M-G) with stage- 
show (2d wk). Current round wind- 
ing today ‘Wed.) is heading for a 
big $140.000. First was $157,000. 
Stays a third session, with “Merry 
Andrew” (M-G) set to open as the 
Easter picture plus the annual Eas- 
| ter stageshow on March 20 

Rivoli (UAT) (1.545: $1.25-$3 90) 
|—“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(73d wk). The 72d session finished 
vesterdav (Tues.) was capacity $37,- 
700 in 11 performances. The 71st 
week was $33,000 for like number 


| of shows. 

Plaza (‘Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(4th wk). This week ending today 


| (Wed.) looks like sockeroo $20,000, 
| Third, $23.000. Stays on, natch! 
| House had longest line in its his- 
|torv last Saturday night. 

{| Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.50) 
| —Now closed down to make full 


| (Continued on page 24) 


| ‘Witness’ High $15,000 
In Balto; ‘Hills’ Slight 
86, ‘Bonjour’ Oke 66 


Baltimore, March 4 
| Warmer temperatures and im- 
| pressive entries will brighten the 
scene here this frame, “Witness 
For Prosecution” at Mayfair 
“Wild Is Wind” at the New and 
|“Seven Hills of Rome” at the Hipp 
|}shapes nicely as does “Bonjour 

Tristesse” at the Film Centre. 
Queen of the longruns, “And God 
Created Woman” is holding strong 

in a 16th frame at the Cinema, 
something of a high mark here. 
|“Peyton Place” still is pleasant in 

10th frame at the Century, a rec- 
ord run for this house 

Estimates for This Week 
| Century (Fruchtman) (1,100; 50- 
$1.50) —- “Peyton Place” (20th) 
| (10th wk). Good $7,000 after $8,000 
}in ninth. 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460: 50- 
$1.25) — “God Created Woman” 
(Kings) (16th wk). Nice $2,000 after 
| near the same last round 

Film Centre (Rappaport) 
50-$1.25) — “Bonjour Tristesse” 
}(Col) Okay $6,000. Last week, 
| “Raintree County” (M-G) (8th wk), 
| $5,500 
| Five West (Schwaber) (460: 50- 
| $1.25)\—"Smiles of Summer Night” 
| (Rank). Okay $2,500. Last week, 
“Nana” (Indie) (6th wk), $2,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 





(890; 


| 


lokay $4.900 after $5,700 for sixth | 59.$) 95)—“Seven Hills of Rome" 


(M-G). Modest $8.000. Last week, 
“Don't Go Near Water” (M-G) (5th 
| wk), $6,500. 

| Mayfair (Fruchtman) (980: 50- 


$1.25)—“Witness for Prosecution” 
(UA). Whopping $15.000. In ahead, 


| “Quiet American” (UA) (2d wk), 
$4.00. 
New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- 


$1.25)—“Wild Is Wind” (Par). Neat 
$8.000. Last week. “Gift of Love” 
(20th)) (2d wk), $6,900. 


Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25)—“All At Sea” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding at around $3,000 


79-| after about same in opener. 
| Stanley (Fruchtman) (3,200: 50- 
| $1.25) — “Old Yelier” (WB) (4th 


Oke $6,000 efter $8,000 in 


Town (SW-Cinerama) (1,125; 
$1.25-$2.25) — “Seven Wonders of 
(Cinerama) (10th wk), 
Pushed to sock $8,500 after $4,200 
in ninth. 
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Most Danish Exhibs Favor Yank Pact 
But § Big Houses Snafu Agreement 


ven, March4. 4 








A } theatres in the Co- . ° 
liga ce aa Pi ma | Gina Tops In Belgium 
re me : my srussels, March 4 
J voted in favor of Belgian exhibs voted on 
accept e recommended terms} jeading b.o. players for 57 and 
of a re tiated settlement | topper was Gina Lollobrigida 
ith the MPEA, nine first-run| followed by Romy Schneider, 
house ceeded in nega- srigitte Bardot, Maria Schell, 
Uiving the ecment, Result Of! Sophia Loren, Martine Carol, 
the poll inced here last week, | Michele Morgan, Francoise 
may wel i to a serious breach} ~Arnoul, Only Yank is Kim 
} he f theatre owners. Al-} Novak ‘ 
ready | mems of the Execu- Men faves were Fernandel, 
tive Board o were on the nego-| Rock Hudson and Gary Cooper. 
tiating cor ttee, have threatened 
to hand the resignations. The 
1 Hart Frandsen, presi- ° e 
dent of the A iation, and Taga Ita lan ] S 
Nos ard been prevailed 


for the time be-} 


"rc pne wets sere ame | Ask Voice In 





gWwa erse decision vir- 

tue of Danish voting system, 

which leulates the voting , 

etre th of each theatre on the nt ll eS 
basis of its gross Thus the nine 

who vote ‘inst, conjured up 63 7 / 
vole While the 34 who ibe in Rome, Feb. 25. 
favor were credited with 99 votes.| A formal comp!aint has been reg- 


istered with the Italian government 
Entertainment Office, reaffirming 
|the right of the Italian exhibitor 
organization, AGIS, to be informed 
of and present at all international 
negotiations involving the Italo in- 
dustry. Beef was contained in a 
letter by AGIS prexy Italo Gemini, 
who noted that his organization was 
not informed of reported meetings 
and ANICA, the 
association. 


As there was not the requisite ma- 
jority required under the rules, the 
settlement was rejected } 

Last week's vote was the cul- 
mination of a of recent | 
events which hegan with the per- 
sonal intervention of the Danish | 
Prime Minister, who urged the lo- | 
cal industry to reach a fast settle- | 
ment. As a result, an agreement | 
was drafted, ending the Danish in- | between MPEA 
sistence on a 30° ceiling for film | Italian industry 
rentals, which was subsequently} Gemini’s letter emphasized the 
approved by the MPEA in Paris, exhib wish that in all future nego- 
and in N. Y. The pact, which was | tiations regulating the interchange 
initialled by the executive board | of pix, AGIS be informed and in- 
of the Danish Exhibitions Assn.,| vited to participate. Request also 
also required the approval of their] was made that AGIS be invited on 


series 


| 
| 
| 
| 


three member associations. The) any committees intended to work 
first of these having rejected the | on film agreements. 
terms, it is thought likely that the | Squawk was aimed at recent re- 
whole thing will shortly be tossed | ports that ANICA topper Eitel Mo- 
back to the Prime Minister. |naco was about to initiate talks 
Now felt that more theatres! with the MPEA regarding future 
will, if a settlement is not quickly | Yank-Italian relations. At the time, | 
inked, follow the example of the | Monaco said that he would press 
25 exhibs who quit the associa- | for clearing up of several points 


tion last year to obtain for them-| long pending between the two in- 
selves complete freedom to play | dustries’ reps. However, it’s point- 
American product Although there | ed out here in comment to the 
are a total of 460 theatres in Den-| Gemini protest, no actual meetiag 


mark, these 25 situations yielded | hetween Monaco and MPEA reps 
over 40° of the gross distributors | took place. 
share of all the American com- | 


panies in the last full year before 
the boycott, which began in May, 


1955. 

In local trade circles, it is | 
strongly felt that the nine dissi- | 
dent first-runs took their negative 


stand because of their close affilia- | 
tions with Danish distributing out- | 
fits. By bi 


king Yank product and 
Ziving more playing to local pix, 
they're able to take the fullest ad- 
vantage of the government subsidy 
for native films and insure a 
profitable return for their opera- 
tions. 


One Big Distrib — 
Setup in Aussie? 


~lenty of talk along the local | 
film row before very long | 
major distributors will operate 
through one central outlet to off- | 
set fast-riding operational over- 


One dis- 
who handles considerable 


head and a biz downbeat. 
tributor 
British | 


oduct, said the solo setup | 

idea would eventuate here in the 
not too distant future, irrespective 
of denials in many quarters. 
It is a fact that some distribs 
are operating branch offices minus 
any great profit margin. Key com- 


bined outlet would be located here, 





with product routed direct to re- 
spective centres under key staffers 
The exhibs could then deal direct 
at the one centre instead ef having 
to hottoot it to eight distribution 
offices, say those favoring the one| 
hookuy ei 
20th-Fox, Paramount, Metro and 
Univer International own mod- 
ern | ! in this key city, with 
other major U. S. distributors leas- 
office ice around the city 
Ss re ed here that New York 
film exe ives are not “very 
happ\ ver the biz downbeat and 
re said looking for ways and 
means t tabilize the Aussie setup. 


Conjecture here is that AGIS 
and the exhibs are worried lest any 
drastic and to them damaging ac- 
tion (such as the withdrawal of old 
pix from the market) be taken by 
ANICA without their knowing 
about it. 


Skouras Offers To Do 
Half of 20th-Fox Tele 


Film Work in Mexico 


Mexico City, Feb. 

Offer by Spyros Skouras, head 
of 20th-Fox, sizing up the Mexi- 
can scene, to produce half of the 
films the company makes for tv 
down here, using Mexicans in the 
casts, elated Mexican tele, filmdom 
and film players and labor. They 
became happy as soon as Skouras 
arrived here to supervise the pro- 
duction of two pix, total cost of 
which is $5,000,000. 

These pix are “The Bravos,” 
starring Gregory Peck and Joan 
Collins, which the 20th-Fox chief- 
tain is supervising himself, and 
“Sierra Baron” with Rock Jason, 
Mala Powers and Rita Gam. 

Skouras expressed amazement at 
the progress Mexican tv has made. 
While not mentioning the amount 
of investment for his proposed 
production of pix for tv in Mexico, 
he indicated that this production 
would be inexpensive becatise of 
players here of great Continental 
popularity, abundance of good 
music and numerous first class 
technicians. 
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Caroline Raitt’s U.S. Dates 
Edinburgh, March 4. 


Caroline Raitt, an Edinburgh 
singer, who became an _ opera 


singer eight years ago, has signed 
to sing in the U. S. next winter 
with the Minneapolis Symphony 
Orch as part of a six-weeks’ con- 
cert tour. 

Antal Dorata, conductor of the 
Minneapolis, heard her sing in 
Amsterdam recently, 


Role in ‘Kwai’ Gives 


67-Year-Old Hayakawa 


Chance for New Laurels 


Tokyo, Feb. 25. 


Comics will have to get another 

throwaway line to substitute for 
“Whatever happened to Sessue 
Hayakawa?” because the silent 
day Oriental villain prototype has 
roared back so that no one can 
now question his doings, either in 
it or in earnest. Hayakawa, for 
is portrayal of the rigidly mili- 
in “Bridge 


ri Colonel Saito 
On the River Kwai,” | 


; as already 
ed filling a prize 


get heavier by the end of March. 

I iditi the 67-year-old Ja- 
pant turns to the U .S. late in 
Februat to appear on a Kraft 
The e one-hour drama March 12 

lled “The Sea is Boiling Hot.” 
Hayakawa also has his pockets 
illed with other American picture 
offers, and on his return to Japan 
in March, he will begin work on 


Genghis Khan” for Japan’s Toei. 


Hayakawa, a fatalist, takes it all 
in stride He told Variety, “I 
never look for anything, but any- 
thing that comes from consequence 


I accept as my destiny. Just like I 


started. I never thought I would 
become a motion picture actor. I 
1ever knew anything about it. It 


just came to me. That’s the way 
I think: it goes.” 
Hayakawa explained how he 


happened to be signed for “River 
Kwai _ 


“One day I received a telephone 


call from Sam Spiegel, the pro- 
ducer. I had never met him, but 
had known of his work. He said 
he wanted to see me. I went, not 


knowing what it was all about. He 


handed me the script and I read it | 


very quickly. I was signed to a 
contract in one hour.” 
Sensitivities Strained 
Because sensitivities here are 
strained with each release of an 
American picture depicting Japa- 
nese, Hayakawa was asked if his 
characterization of the brutal 
Colonel Saito had aroused any ill 
feeling among his people. He re- 
plied, ‘Nothing at all. They all ad- 
mire and say ! suited the part.” 
In his disarming way, Haya- 


kawa attributes his devotion to the | 


ancient sport of kendo, a Japa- 
nese form of fencing, to his suc- 
as a villain. He explained, 


cess 


bag that may 


'Cadiz, Spain Vexed 


To Premiere de 





Britain’s Champ Pix Fan 
London, Feb. 25. 
Most ardent picture fan in 
Britain, Clarry Ashton, hopes 
to take in around 570 feature 
pix this year, Ashton, who’s 
| already seen 94 films, since 


| 


| 
| 
} 
' 


Jan. 1, saw a total of 567 dur- 
ing 1957. 
When he’s not at a film 


theatre, he plays the piano in 
the pit of the Savoy Theatre. 


Looks Like Brit. 
Play Will Be USS. | 
Rep At Paris Fest 








i 
' 
| Paris, March 4. | 
! As of the moment, it looks like a 
British play (“The First Born’) | 


by Christopher Fry). with a British | 
co-star Anthony Quayle), will be} 
the American representative at the | 
annual Paris Theatre Festival this | 
|summer. At least that is the most | 
| recent message sent to the Festival 
by ANTA from New York, which | 
points out that this would be a fine | 
way for Paris to get to see Kath-| 
arine Cornell, who is, undeniably, | 
a Yank theatre product. 

With the Festival almost ready | 
to start (opening date is March| 
25), A. M. Julian has lined up| 
what he calls his strongest list of | 
| attractions in years, including the | 
Moscow Art Theatre in three plays, | 
a troupe from Korea, a troupe from | 
China, the Old Vic from | 
et cetera, but still has nothing def- | 
inite from America, for which he | 
has set aside two weeks, hopefully. 
Some weeks ago he was told to 
| expect the Ballet Theatre and pos- | 
sibly two other productions. Pre- | 
sumably these would trickle down | 
from Brussels, after showing at the | 
Brussels World Fair. But, of course, 
the money for the World’s Fair} 


| tive country. Particularly 


at Ricordi Deal 
Falla Work in Italy 


Milan, Feb. 25. 
Reports that a posthumous work 


|of Spanish composer Manuel de 


Falla will be premiered in Italy 


| this year have resulted in a flood 


of protests from the musician's nae 
vexed ig 


|his birthplace of Cadiz which 
agreed to finance completion of 
“La Atlantida,” an unfinished ope 


| era that could also be presented as 


an oratorio. 

De Falla, who wrote such ballets 
as “The Three Cornered Hat” and 
“Love the Magician,” died 12 years 
ago in Argentina at the age of 69, 
After the unfinished “La Atlane 
tida” was discovered among the 
composer’s effects, it was turned 
over to German de Falla, his 
brother and only heir who resides 
near Cadiz. 

Municipality of Cadiz took a 
keen interest in the work and pro- 
posed to pay all completion exe- 
penses on condition that first pres- 
entation take place there. Maestro 
Ernesto Halfter, top Spanish com- 
poser and former pupil of de Falla, 
was retained to prepare the final 
edition. He lived in Cadiz for two 
years as guest of the town 

While Halfter was _ laboring 
among the score and notes, Ger- 
man de Falla delegated the publicae 
tion of “La Atlantida” to the Milan 
publishing firm of G. Ricordi & Co, 
Following the deal Halfter came to 
Milan to further polish the work 
on Rieordi’s account. 

Shortly thereafter announce- 
ments were made that “La Atlan- 
tida” would be unveiled at the 
Music Festival in Venice next 
September, and it also would be 
preemed as an oratorio during the 
La Scala opera’s 1958 spring cone 
cert season. Naturally, these pro- 
nunciamentos stirred the ire of 
both Cadiz and Spanish musie¢ 
lovers. 

Cadiz, of course, wants to pree 
sent the work since it has paid gll 
expenses necessary to put the opus 
in order. In addition, the impres- 
ario of the Grand Teatro del Liceo 
in Barcelona claims he has the 
right to present it as an opera “a$ 
soon as it is completed.” And the 


“My heart is not bad, but my | has not yet been alloted for Amer-| government in Madrid, spurred on 


physiognomy, my 


eyes, come from kendo = are presumably, is holding up the pro- | 
cam el om I started eo ncnceacs as eatel Gaeanee | 
man was attacked. olden times | ares in Pais and elsewhere on te 
pact h a & a anand bas ory Grop out of the ANTA-State’ Dept } 


Therefore one’s eyes had to be| picture. 

sensitive. That’s the way I was} anatole Heller. ANTA’s booker- 
trained. So I'm taken as a Very! contact in Europe, left for New| 
mean man Sometimes in Japan| york over the weekend to see| 
I'm mistaken for a detective or 


whether he could find out what’s 


| pickpocket,” he offered | 


cooking on bookings. 
| Other possibilities now being con- 
sidered for showing in Brussels and | 


Hayakawa, who pulled in some 
$5,000 to $6,000 weekly in the pre- 
income tax years, left Hollywood 


97 , or Paris are “Carousel,” “Oh, 
in 1927, returning only for one pre- | gysanna” and “Look Homeward 
war picture after a Broadway play. Angel.” The previously mentioned 


He spent 13 years-in France and 


: roduction of “Glass Menagerie,” 
returned to Japan after the war. y : . 


| starring Marlon Brando now seems 





He said that according to his wife’s | aii . 

to have been dropped. 
recent count, he had made 123} 7” 
pictures in 44 years Forty-two 


were made in America during his 
first stay, and 12 in France. Three 
are British films, six are post-war 
American and the others are Ja- 
panese. 


ANICA Prexy Continues 
Optimistic of European 


Film Pool Working Out 


Rome, Feb. 25. | 
ANICA president Eitel Monaco} 
still holds hope for the future of 
ithe European Film Pool despite 
| pessimistic reports of German Eco- 
nomic Minister Ludwig Erhart’s re- 
|eent flat turndown of compromise 
proposals. 
| While previously the feeling had | 
been that German “equalization” | 
“with France and Italy with regard | 
‘to film legislation was a necessary 
| premise to the actual foundation of 
a Continental film community, the | 
recent German nix has apparently | 
swung the local camp to another | 
argument. 
The Italo film official now opined 
that a solution is still possible. 
Talks meanwhile will proceed on/ 
| the Rome-Paris axis despite rumors | 
of French cooling to the Film Pool | 
idea and their ankling of the Bonn | 
conference. In this respect, Mona- | 
co hinted that he was personally | 
in favor of working towards a basic | 
|fusion of the French and ftalian | 
| pix legislations, which “are already 
so similar,” when the Franco-Ital- | 
ian film agreements come up for | 
j renewal. i 


Strikes Blamed For 
e ° 
Paris Opera Closing 
Paris, Feb. 25. 

Due to continued strikes among 
technicians and performers for 
higher wages, the state-subsidized 
Opera and Opera-Comique were 
shuttered until further notice by 
the French Ministry for National 
Education under whose aegis these 
nationalized cultural gambits sur- 
vive 

The state-run Comedie-Francaise 
two houses) and the Theatre Na- 
tional Populaire are still running 
but they too have been subject to 
sudden personnel strikes in the last 
few months. So far they still are 
in operation, 





Brisson Seeks Plays O’Seas 
Paris, Feb. 25. 
Frederick Brisson, Yank play and 
film producer, in on property hunt 
through Europe. Brisson feels that 
a stock of good properties, for both 
stag nd film purposes, are good 
surance, 
n is now concentrating on 
e pieces, but is also keeping 
out for those with pix pos- 














| exterior sites. 


lin U. S., 


sharp-looking | ican theatre attractions and that,| by musical circles, wants to have 


the same privilege on the ground 
of prestige. 

No official explanation has been 
issued by the Ricordi pubiishing 
ouse, However, some quarters 
feel that Ricordi may think it’s 


| within its rights to decide who gets 


the honor of first audition. 





Suddenly Spain 
Production Up 


Madrid, March 4. 

U. S. and English film produc- 
tion program in Spain this year 
will swell beyond anything experi- 
enced in this country to date as 
an already record number of proj- 
ects have been submitted locally 
for shooting permits. 

Now prepping for a March 17 
start is the Sam Bronston indie 
“John Paul Jones” (Warners), with 
close to a Q)-day shooting sched- 
ule in Spain. Half the film will be 
interiored at CEA Studios in Mae 
drid and remaining sequences will 
travel to a variety of land and sea 
Director John Far- 
row, back from lead casting chores 
is heading operations. 
Michel Kelber will lens. 

Mike Todd expects “Don Qui- 
xote” will go here in June. His 
production associate, Vincent Kor- 
da, is now setting up cperations, 

British and European Warner 
exhib G. L. Blattner is currently 
in Madrid to set Spanish location 
lensing for upcoming Cinemiracle 
version of “The Miracle.” Director 
Irving Rapper surveyed late last 
year, when he told Variety (Dec, 
25) Greta Garbo was interested in 
playing Mother Superior role in 
the Frank Butler screenplay, and 
estimated budget at around 
$5,000,000. 

British indie producer Danny 
Angel, accompanied by associate 
producer Hugh Percival and loca- 
tion manager Basil Somner, are 
here to begin arrangements for 
May-June exteriors for “Sheriff of 
Fractured Jaw,” an cater with 
satire for 20th-Fox. 


Stet ian a 
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will publish an 
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New Federated British West Indies 
Readying All-Islands Arts Fest; 


Repertory of Native Stage Plays 


Trinidad, Feb. 25. ¢ 





Newest 


Jewe component of the Brit- 
ish 


ealth, 


Commonw 





British West Indies, wiil ‘1) con- 
vene its first parliament here at 
Port-of-Spain and (2) launch a } 
West Indies Festival of the Arts 
during April and May upcoming. | 
Princess Margaret will be here! 


from Britain to lend royal dignity 
to both events 7 
Well-wishers of the Caribbean is- 


lands now joined together tor com- 
mon government include the Rock 
efeller Foundation which nas con 
tributed funds for foreign tegehni 
cal assistants and the Canada Coun 
cil which has financed the visi! and 
consultanes of Tom _ Patterson, 


Stratford Shake-| 
spearian Festival in Ontario. Pat 

terson's arrival follows by a year 
that of his Stratford colleague, 


founder of the 


‘rom Brown, who selected the site 
for the open-air stage now under 
construction locally for various of 
the festival d.vertissements 

Port-of Spain as the capital city 
of the ne Federation and the set- 
ting of the festival is humming 
with cons'ruction and other activ- | 
ity It is hoped that nearly all} 
the islands in the Federation will 
send dramatic or entertaining com.- | 


panies, Jamaica has promised a folk | 


musical by Louise Bennett and 
Noel Vaz Busha Bluebeard and 
Brer Anansi.” St. Lucia Island 
will have plays written individually 
by two native brothers, respec- 
tively Derek and Roderick Walo- 
cott Irinidad will present two 
one-acters by Jack Archibald and 


Errol Hill 
Grenada has not yet pledged but 
may disp ‘The Pot and the 
Cannery i native play by Wilfred 
Redhead dealing with inter-racial 
problems Barbadoes is also ex 
pected to have a performing og 


itch 


Carib steel drum bands and 
jand dancing groups will be in 
prominence and a panorama otf 
native ar's and handicrafts is as 


sured 
A big attendance of American 
and Canadian tourists is looked for. 


Jack Lamont On 
Woes in Spain 


Madrid, March 4 

tribs are turning 
their backs on Yank ‘B’ pix,” ac- 
cording to Jack Lamont, formcr 
Society of Independent Producers 


“Spal , di 


(SIMPP) rep in Europe and now 
here to vend for individual pro- 
ducers ind it has become impos- 
sible to sell any American film in 
the $15.000 class.” 

Pointing out that Continental 
filnis are imported at about one- 
third the charges imposed 6n U.S. 
product, the indie salesman ad- 
vocated local government action to 
either raise fees for neighboring 
flickers or lower discriminatory 
rates on U.S. films to restore mar- 
ket equilibrium 

Arriving last week with what he 
called “16 top-draw entries” and a 
larg e! ion of medium-graders, 
he found distribs forming Madrid 
queues f¢ \” values but unwil'- 
ing to ce for combined pack: ages 

Befors nding up his fruitless | 
sojourl he told Variety “The 
number of U films now enteriag 
Spain ) ater than shipments 
from I Germans and other Eu- 
ropean countries’ and there is no 
longer justification for import (ee | 
discrepancies. Until a more rea- | 
sonable eauality is established, I 
don't care whether I sell or not.” 


british Techni Shows 
S140.000 Net Profit 
March 4 


London, 


A net oft of $440,000 for the 
ve ‘ | last Nov. 30, was report- 
ed by lor Ltd... the British 
outfit 


operates 


under li- 


ce nse fr the American company. 
r f e is almost $24,000 less 
nar last fiscal year. 

Profit for the vear, after depre- 
ciation « ust below $426,000. but 
before tion, was $881.000. Foot- 
age sold in the vear was 154.377.- 
354 compared with 190,079,286 fect 
1 year 0 


‘head-man of Royal 


ford U., as 


the Federated STAYS WITH VANCOUVER FEST 


Nicolas Goldschmidt Quits Toronto 


Conservatory—Setting 1959 
Vancouver, March 4. 
Goldschmidt, operatic 
Conservatory 
Opera School, Toronto, has formal- 
ly quit. Impresario loaned his 
know-how to Vancouver Interna- 
tional Festival Society last year to 
set up affair's maiden venture for 
this summer, and has decided to 
stay with Vancouver. 

Goldschmidt, onetime with Stan- 
“artistic” and managing 
director of the west coast fest, is 
already lining up talent imports 
in the longhair line for 1959 and 
1960 Vancouver fests. 


Nicolas 





Mull Changes In 


French Film Ai 


Feb. 25 
Jacques Flaud, head of the gov- 
ernmental Centre Du 


Paris, 


Cinema, is 
meeting with representative bodies 
of the industry to get their 
points on the coming termination 
of the present Film Aid Law. Con- 
sensus now seems to be that gov- 
ernment film assistance still is 
needed for filmmaking, but that its 


view- 


workings should be changed. Pres- 
ent Film Aid runs out next Janu 
ary and new proposals must be 
brought before the National As- 
sembly by October this year 

The Syndicate of French Film 


Producers and Exporters feels that 
the Film Aid law was essential, but 
volunteered changes in its applica- 
tion. The SFFPE believes that new 
aid should be compatible with the 
Common Mart with aid extended 
to all French films and coproduc- 
tions even if the partners of the 
latter productions do not have sim- 
ilar setups. 

It also is for eventually doing 
away with all film quotas between 
CM members. This may also cur- 
tail the various French foreign film 
quotas since a similar quota ar- 
rangement is envisaged for all CM 
signatories. 

SFFPE also feels that producers 


| 


'3 Remaining Italo Govt. 
Film Ventures Due To 
Be Liquidated Shortly 


Rome, Feb. 25 

Persistent reports here indicate 
the 
subsidized Italian pic industry ven- 
Cines Productions, the Luce 
Institute and the Cinecitta Studios 
themselves are sooner or later due 
for 


three remaining government- 


tures, 


liquidation via sellout or via 
A fourth government- 
operated group, the ENIC theatre 
chain, largest in the country, is al- 
ready in the throes of disposal 


bankruptcy 


Talk that Cines Productions 
might shutter came aS a surprise, 
as it had only recently been an- 


nounced the state-owned company 


would soon return to active produc- 
tion with a pic, “Graii Hotel 

Similarly, the Luce Institute col- 
lapse is felt to be merely an acces- 
sory in the general house-cleaning 
of the deficit-ridden government- 
backed enterprises. Luce is prin- 


cipally a lab-sound stage studio. 


The future of the three remain- 
ing groups is obviously linked to 
that of the vast Cinecitta Studios. 
rhis plant long operated in the red, 


;now reported at some $6,000,000, 
despite the flurry of Yank pix 
which have kept it in operation 
since the war It’s claimed that 
most of the deficit is still attribut- 


ed to the postwar 
expenses never 
ered 

Reports of 


reconditioning 
completely cov- 


the contemplated 
transfer of the entire Cinecitta en- 
terprise to another location, pos- 
sibly at Castelfusano, between 
tome and the S@€a are once more 
current Move, with the aid of 
government land expropriation in 
the new area, would allow for sale 
of current studio site at profitable 
return from interested real estate 


operators. This sale, as currently 
figured, could easily balance the 
joint deficits of Cinecitta, Cines 
and Luce. 

Though currently contemplated, 
move for several reasons would not 
be possib'e in the near future. For | 
one, the current dearth of industry 
coin would not permit it; second, 


most of Cinecitta is tied up through 


1958 with several Italo but mostly 
S. productions such as “Ben 
Hur” and “The Nun’s Story”; third, 


the new setup would have to build 
first to allow for an immediate 


transfer without interim, because 
Cinecitta handles the bulk of 
Italian cinema production of any 
scope 


- aa 


‘Kwai’ Grosses $500,000 
In Paris 7-Week Run 


. Paris, March 4. 
should not be forced to put all aid Judging by its recordbreaking 
70% al ro . P 91° s ee Te ’ : 

7 on local returns and 21° 2M frctrun grosses, “Bridge on River 
foreign) immediately back into Kwai” (Col) may prove to be one 


productions but should be allowed 
to utilize it for such 
Finacinef. Incidentally, _ it 


houses, or buying them outright. in SRO at a small firstrun house on 
some U. S. key cities for test pur- the (Champs-Elysees. Some see 
poses. “Kwai” grossing as much as $2,500.- | 
The SFFPE also believes that 000 in France 
present special payments to films Big money last year went mainly 
of top quality should be stopped to Gallic features pix, but their 
in favor of such handouts going complete runs only just topped 
only to producers taking chances “Kwai's” first time around. “Nojre 
with young filmmakers and actors. Dame De Paris” ‘The Hunchback 
The Syndicate of French Film of Notre Dame) (Hakim) grossed 
Exhibitors is also for continued $750,000; “Four Bags Full” (Franco 
film aid reportedly necessary in London) $550,000; “Gervaise” 
facelifting antiquated Gallic. ‘(Cont $575,000; “Michel Strog- 
| houses. Most technical syndicates off,’ $587,500; and “Arsene Lupin,” 


also favor continued handouts. 


projects as 
looks 
like Finacinef will soon be renting 


of the top moneymakers in France 
since the war. “Kwai’’ took in 
$500,000 during its seven week run 
at three houses, and is now doing 


$380,000 


' 


College Students Meanly Break Up 


Pantomime, 





Spoil Orphans Fun 








London, March 4 darts, tomatoes and earrots were 
A matinee performance of the flung on to the stage. The panto- 
pantomime “Goldilocks and the mime was abandoned at the inter- 
Three Bears” had to be abandoned val and the audience, which in- 
at the Royal Court, Liverpoool, ow- cluded a large number of children 
ing to an organized riot by stu n parties organized from orphan- 
dents from Liverpool University es and schools, had their money 
Star of the show is rock ‘n’ ro led. The police had to inter- 
singer, Tommy Steele. More than vene to prevent the disappointed 
100 undergraduates booked a b k audience from attacking the stu- 
of seats in the gallery in the name dents 
of a non-existent working men's The theatre manager said: “The 
club ost of canceliing the show will be 
Immediately Steele appeared t en $1,400 and $1,760 and we 
students produced newspapers and e seeking legal advice.” Liver- 
began to read. The proceedings on pool University officials stated that 
stage were drowned by booin i plete enquiry into the matter 
cheering and ringing bells Pay is to be held. 





Off-Expo Performing Arts at Brussels 


“Festival Mondial 1958” 


capital during the 


cultural events lined up for the Belgium 
World's Fair period but not part of the exposition 


itself, and utilizing downtown theatres and halls are, to date, scheduled 
as follows: 
Dates Event Location 
April 19 Philharmonic Crehestra of Bochum Palais des Beaux-Arts 
(West Germafy); Conductor: Franz- 
Paul Decker. 
April 27-28 Orchestra and Choruses of Aix-la-Cha- Palais des Beaux-Arts 
pelle (France); Conductor: Wolfgang 
Sawallisch 
End of April ‘ Inbal,” Natio nal Ballet of Israel To be booked (*) 
May 5, 9 Vienna Opera fhe Marriage of Fi- Palais des Beaux-Arts 
garo”’; Conductor Herbert von Kara- 
an 
May 8, 10 Vienna Opera: “Salome”; Conductor: Palais des Beaux-Arts 
Karl Boehm, 
May 12 London Symphony Orchestra; Conduc- Palais des Beaux-Arts 
tor. Edouard Van Remoortel 
May 13-25 Sveichnikov Chorale (Soviet Union) -alais des Beaux Arts (*) 
May 19, 21, 23 Orchestra and Choirs of the Philhar- Palais des Beaux-Arts 
monic Society of Warsaw: works o 
J. S. B ad and Szymanowski's “Sta- 
bat Mate 
May 27-June 1 Royal Balle t of London (Sadler's Wells) Theatre Royal de la Monnaie 
May 27-June 8 ‘Coros y Danzas” (songs and dances Theatre Royal de la Munnaie 
of Spain Brussels Grand’Place (*) 
June 3-4 Municipal Theatre of Bochum ‘(West Theatre Royal Flammand 


Germany) 


Shakespeare's 
About “ 


Nothing.’ 
June 5-18 
of Poland) 


Mazowsze Ensemble (songs and dances 


“Much Ado 


Palais des Beaux-Arts 
russels Grand’Place (*) 


Ju. 15-Sept. 15 Moscow Circus starring @crobatgclown Arena of the Reyal Circus 
Popov of Brussels 
June 16-17 Philharmonic Orchestra of Berlin; Con- Palais des Beaux-Arts 
ductor Sg beh von Karajan. 
June 17-19 Festival of Beiru Theatre Royal de la Monnaie 
Ju. 21-July 16 Bolshoi Theatre Ballet of Moscow Theatre Royal de la Monnaie 
July 1-31 “Changwe Yetu et Watutsis” ‘songs Palais des Beaux-Arts ‘(*) 
and dances of the Belgian Congo 
and Ruanda-Urundi) 
July 5-Aug. 17 National Theatre of Belgium Theatre de la Regence 
July 12-16 Varades by the Royal Scots Guards. Brussels Grand’Place (*) 
July 18 Jul Mi rd School Orchestra (New York Palais des Beaux-Arts 
July 18-20 old ‘Vie Company of London: “Hamlet” Theatre Royal de la Monnaie 
and ‘Henry VIII” starring Sir John 
Gielgud 
July 21 National Orchestra of Belgium; Con- Palais des Beaux Arts 
ductor: Andre Vandernoot; Beetho- 
ven’s Ninth Symphony. 
July 25 Philharmonic Orchestra of Prague; Palais des Beaux-Arts 
Cenductor: Karel Anceri 
July 28 National Orchestra of Madrid and Or- To be booked 
pheon Donnostiarra; Conductor: 
Ataulfo Argenta; Soloist Victoria 
de Los Angeles 
July 29-30 Antonio Ballet and Naticnal Orches- Palais des Beaux Arts 
tra of Madrid 
Aug. 1-31 “Etorki Ballet and Choirs (Basque ‘*) 
country, France) 
Aug. 2-14 Ukranian Song and Dance Ensembles Paiais des Beaux-Arts 
(‘Soviet Union) Brussels Grand’Place (*) 
Aug. 8-15 Ensemble of the Soviet Republics Palais des Beaux-Arts 


‘songs and dances of the U.S.S.R.) 
(Soviet Un- 


Aug.18-Sept.9 Moiseyev 
ion 
“Ensemble Lyrique” 

Frank Martin’s 


(*) Indicates additional t« 


Dance Ensemble 


Sept. 5 


yurs of 


of Switzerland in 
“Le Vin Herbe.” 


other Belgian 


Brussels Grand’Place (*) 
Palais des Beaux.Arts 
Brussels Grand’Place (‘*) 
Palais des. Beaux-Arts 
towns to be selected. 


cities and 


i gee by the following groups are in process of negotiation: 


—Dance Sch 
—Deutsc ioe: Theatre 
—Opera of Zagreb 

—Bodrasinia 


of Berlin 


ool of the Bolshoi Theatre. 


ia Choir (Children’s Choir of Bulgaria). 


vic Orchestra of Bucharest. 


—Dresden Philharmonic 

—Enesco P ilhar Oo 

—Philharmonic Orchestra of Moscow. 
—Girls’ Symphony Orchestra of Sofia. 


—Ensemble of Bu 





Igarian Dances. 
—Ensemble of Hungarian Dances. 








French Gov't Film Head 
Would Give Cafes Using 
Tele a Break on Hours 


Feb. 25. 


Paris, 

Film circles 
resolution put before the 
Assembly this week 
son. Proposed law 
who have installed tele sets. Des- 
son would have all rural cafes al- 
lowed to serve drinks until 11 p.m 


are 
National 
by Guy Des- 
favors cafes 


when tv signs off, instead of the 
present 10 o'clock curfew. 
Desson feels that tv serves to 


keep rural peoples entertained and 
down on the farm, so to speak, be- 
sides giving some important gov- 
ernmental income via added tv li- 
censes 

Film people are peeved because 
they feel that the tv threat to 
films is growing and this would 
cut into film receipts for late 
shows. They are also perplexed 
since this resolution was given by 
Desson, who is head of the govern- 
mental Superior Council of Cin- 
ema as well as the Cannes Film 
Fest. 

Growing tv set sales and a com- 
ing second channel has film peo- 
ple up in arms over this proposed 
ilaw. They feel it is time to treat 
|tv aS amenace rather than a 
harmless kid brother. 





Lunt-Fontanne Back 
In Edinburgh Legiter 


Edinburgh, March 4. 
Peter Brook's production of 
“The Visit,” a new a ‘ama by Fried- 
rich Duerrenmatt, adapted by Mau- 
rice Valency, is at the King’s Thea- 
tre here on a 12-day run. Starring 
Alfred Lunt and Ly 
marks the duo’s first 
in the U.K 
which ran at the P 
London, in el 53 
by H. M. Ter 


appearance 
“Quadrille,” 
hoenix Theatre, 
— here 


since 


nnent organization, 
play will go to NY before being 


seen in London 

The play will open at the Lunt- 
Fontanne ‘previously the Globe) 
Theatre, N. Y., in April ahd may 


} go to London next fall. 


Film Biz Losing 


| 
| 
| 
| 


angered by a| 


Fight in Italy 
For Tax Slash 


Rome, Feb. 25. 
Early passage of two vital issues 
concerning the Italian film indus- 
try appears doomed by the very 
imminent adjournment of the 


| Italian legislature in view of the 


upcoming national elections. Des- 
perate last-minute efforts are be- 
ing made by film people here’ to 
get both the new censorship law 


| and the proposal for an admission 


tax reduction past house and sen- 
ate before the recess. Feeling is 
that the delay and government 
changes could sink both proposals 


| indefinitely. 


| members, 


sure 


ANICA president Eitel Monaco 
told Variety he held little hope 
that either propdsal would get 
through during the current legis- 
jature, but that he hopes that the 
tax cut proposal at least would 
have progressed sufficiently to in- 
its passage even under the 
new government. Law has at least 
80 supporters among current house 
led by film industry 


| lobbyist Gabriele Semeraro. 


in Fontanne, it | 


The tax cut possibility so far 
has kept exhibs ‘AGIS) and the 
producer-distrib group (ANICA) 
together in their fight for govern- 
ment approval. But talk is that 
the AGIS' group already has 
threatened to ankle the “Comitatoe 
d'Intesa” (joint AGIS-ANICA com- 
mittee) unless the tax cut were 
guaranteed or at least insured for 
the future. Exhibs have also via 
public statements made very clear 
that if no government concessions 
are forthcoming, they will con- 
tinue in their theatre shutdown 
protest tactics. 

If exhibs and ANICA groups de- 
cide to stick together after all, the 
grapevine has it that the reported 
5-year circulation limitation on 
foreign pix may once more be 
aired, 


LAT < 


i Bie 
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20)th’s policy of Continuous Performance means that 


20 HAS ANOTHER 


Peyton Place 
READY NOW! — 


JERRY WALD'S 

















: f= production of 
‘~\ : WILLIAM 
\‘\* NT ‘aio 


oper 






ANOTHER BOLD LOOK AT ANOTHER TOWN BY THE E PRODUCER OF “PEYTON PLACE”! | 
Tre A searing study of 
love in today’s South.. 
, told in the frankness 
& of Faulkner! 
> The story of a we 
= Stranger who could the # 
. sure stir up a town... a * 
4 and its women! was £ 
enough.. ai * 













PAUL NEWMAN: - JOANNE WOODWARD: ANTHONY FRANCIOSAg 
ORSON WELLES: LEE REMICK- ANGELA LANSBURY [jig PODGERS 


CINE =maScoPe e COLOR wy oe Luxe Directed by MARTIN RITT. Screenplay by IRVING RAVETCH a nd HARRIET FRANK, Jr sings * ‘The Long, Hot Summer!" a 








rc 
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Feb. B.0. Bests Beastly Weather; 
Farewell To Arms’ Places First; 
Peyton,’ ‘Yeller, ‘Raintree Big 


weekly ¢ 


regular 


I ffice reports are summar- 
ized eacl nth, retrespective- 
ly. Based on an average of 24 
key situat the source data 
constitute an adequate sam- 
pling of current releases but is 
not, of ¢ rse, fully definite. 
An i of relatiwe grossing 
strength in the U. S.-Canada 
TUT the monthly report 
dos t pretend to express 
tutal rentals.) 
ty MIKE WEAR 
Despite the worst February 
wea el Im many years severe 
cold nowstorms and transporta 
tion first-run film business | 
last month maintained a gait at 
the wickets not far behind an ex 
cellent) January \nd most, en- 
couraging to exhibitors was the 
fact that the big grossers of that 
month again were in the fore- 
ground and still doing strong trade 
in February. With the prize holi 
day—Feb. 22—falling on Saturday 
this year, this mitigated against 
obtaining the extra gravy usually 


ladeled out on Washington's Birth- 


day. The month also again estab- 
lished that television must have 
top fare if it is to compete with 
the cinema as witness the exodus 
of people away from their homes 
and to the theatre once the weather 
moderated the final week last 
month 

“Farewell To Arms” (20th) won 
the February b.o. sweepstakes in 


! 
| 





FEBRUARY TOP 12 


1. “Farewell Arms” (20th) 


2. “Around World” (UA). 

3. “Peyton Place” (20th). 

4. “Old Yeller” (BY). 

5. “Raintree” (M-G). 

6. “Sayonara” (WB) 

7. “Created Woman” (King) 
8. “Near Water” (M-G) 

9. “Paradise” (Cinerama) 
10. “7 Hills of Rome” (M-G). 
11. “7 Wonders” ‘Cinerama). 





“Gervaise” (Cont). 





| Dobbs” (WB) was a bit uneven but 
chipped in with solid engagements 
| “Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) 
continued to amaze with its longrun 


biz in three big keys. “Sing Boy 
Sing” (20th! so far shapes unever 
|“Spow White” (BV), out on re 


lease again, ranged from potent to 
sock in three test engagements. 


| slpeibaetietenclieehsinicieiintganil 


BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL 
| SELECTING WITH CARE 


| With 23 countries already hav- 
‘ing signified their intention of par- 
| ticipating in the 8th International 

Film Festival Berlin this 
;mer, fest have 
tightened to assure a better quality 
ot films. Competition is skedded 


in 


sum- 


regulations been 


handy fashion and perhaps attest- for June 27 to July 8. 


ing to the popularity of this story 
and the Hemingway name. “Around 
World in 80 Days” (UA) again dis- 
played its stamina by grabbing off 
second place as against third posi- 


tion in January. In actual money, 
it was not far behind “Arms.” 
“Peyton Place” (20th), which 
was second-place winner in Jan- 
uary, finished a strong third, be- 
ing in No. 1 spot one week. “Old 
Yelle: BV), which was sixth in 
the previous month, landed in 
fourth position. “Raintree County” 
(M-G), fifth in January, again 
wound up in fifth slot, with the 
popular-price, regular-run policy 


paying off in spades 

“Sayonara” (WB), champ in Jan 
uary, finished sixth. “And God 
Created Woman” (Kings) moved 


up to seventh place. It was eighth 
in the previous month. “Don’t Go 
Near Water” (M-G), in fourth spot 
a month ago, copped eighth money. 


“Search For Paradise” (Cine- 
rama) gain wound up in ninth 
position, same as in January. 
“Seven Hills of Rome” (M-G), a 
new entrant, was 10th. “Seven 
Wonders of World’ (Cinerama) 


Janded Iith place while “Gervaise 
(Cont) rounded out the Big 12 
list. It is the first time two for- 
eign pictures have finished among 


the fi 12 in VarieTy’s monthly 
survey, demonstrating perhaps how 
foreign fare has caught on in the 
US 

“Darb Rangers” (WB) and 
“Bonjour Tristesse” (Col) were the 
two runner-up pix last month, 
neither showing marked strength. 

“Witness For Prosecution (UA), 


which obviously promises to be one 


of the | boxoffice winners, was 
not included in February listings 
because the two weeks it was out 
in release to any extent precludes 
it from making a representative 
showing. Pic, which has been uni- 
formly big to smash on nearly all 
playdates so far, showed enough 
in these two weeks to finish first 
the nal week in February and 
third in the other stanza 

“Brothers Karamazov” (M-G) 
looms as a potentially strong en- 


trant at the boxoffice judging from 
its sock opening week at the N.Y. 


Musie Hall. “Wild ls Wind” (Par), 
another newcomer, likely will be 
heard from considerably in the fu- 
tuce. It displayed enough to cap- 


ture ninth place in the final week 
of February. 

“Gift of Love” (20th), also new, 
copped llth place the same week. 
“Tarnished Angels” (U) did well 
enough to land 10th position an- 


Under the new rules, each coun- 
try will have one official entry, 
| However, only pictures that have 
| 
not yet been seen outside their | 
| ‘ 
country of origin are eligible. | 
| While the fest authorities can in- | 
vite films, the total 


of such pic- 
tures is not to exceed eight, and 
nu more than two films from any 


|} one country can be invited. 


In addition to the feature, each 
country can enter two shorts 
There will be a jury of 11, 


| 
' 


Ed Sullivan Tops in Pop 
Appeal to Ballyhooers 


Ed Sullivan is currently the 
darling of the film industry’s tub- 


thumpers Or, at least, a repre- 
enta.ive number of them. 
Sullivar “Toast of the Town” 
tv’er is regarded as top showcas- 
ing for clips from new pictures 
ind, more importantly, there’s no 


risk” involved 
Publicity director of a major dis- 
ibutor this week said he could 


breathe easily through a tieup with 
Sullivan because the latter stays 
with the script and is liberal with 
the plugs for the pictures being 
excerpted for airing. 

In contrast, the Steve Allen 
airer is not so “reliable.” The p.r 
man claimed that during Colum- 
bia’s team-up with Allen drawing 
attention to “Bridge on the River 


Kwai’ the film company had no 
knowledge that Allen was going to 


present a parody of “Kwai” after 
running specially-shot footage. Col 
personnel were red-faced when} 
his happened, particularly since 
Harry Cohn, president of the out- | 
fit, outspokenly blew off steam 
anent the Allen experience. 


It's also noted that Sullivan has | 


been particularly accommodating, 
such as in arranging for Mercury 
one of his sponsors) transporta- 
tion when needed for traveling 
stars 

On the overall, the matter of pic- 
excerpt exposures on tv has been 

Ad-pub directors 
varying views from 
time as to positive or nega- 
Paramount has come 
idea of offering footage 
similar in nature to the 
work used in newspaper 


troversial 


col 
have taken 
ve values 
with the 
tor t\ 
tvpe of art 
ads 
Par 
“Wild 


shows 


is currently doing this with 
As the Wind 
Anna Magnani in an emo- 
tional outburst. It’s this same scene 
on which the ad is based. 


American’s Ist Meet 

Hollywood, March 4. 
American-International Pictures 
holds its first national conclave 
here March 24-26, to be attended 
by franchise-holders throughout 





country, 
Firm’s unreleased product to be | 


screened during “convention.” 


Tv’eed clip} 














~~ Knock Silver—Biz Is Better 


Continued from page 3 


Of Current Releases | <rr- croc, Paramount's 








Sack” promises close to $5,000,000. 
United Artists’ “Witness for the 
Prosecution” is a major contender. 
20th’s “Farewell to Arms” and 
Par’s “Wild is the Wind” probably 
also will rate the “all-time” spot- 
lighting although there are no ac- 
curate estimates available at this 


| time, 

There have been cases in past 
where an entire year hasn't 
brought forth so many blue-chip 


features. 

Additionally, the picture indus- 
try is still riding high with those 
hardy perennials—the epics, Out- 
standing, of course, are Mike 
Todd's “Around the World in 80 
Days” and Cecil B. DeMille’s “Ten 
Commandments Key angle with 
these is that they’re moving into 
| wider exhibition instead of con- 
tinuing in a limited number of key 
situations. This particularly ob- 
tains with “80 Days,”’ which so far 
has played in only about 120 the- 


atres but shortly will be going 
across the country, “Command- 
ments” has played about 1,000 
spots. 


What about the future? Hyman 
|recently was in Hollywood where 
| he saw the new product at the ma- 
| jor studios and has this to report: 
The various companies have no 
less than 105 “quality” produc- 
tions on their distribution pro- 
grams 

| Firmer tone of business at the 
theatrical boxoffice is further re- 
flected in the success of “And God 
Created Woman.” 

This is a French import starring 
Brigitte Bardot that likely will rake 
in over $1,000,000 in rentals in the 

| United States. This kind of money 
is rare for a foreign languager al- 
though, of course, the Bardot pub- 
licity also has been rare and ac- 
counts for a good part of the com- 
merce. 

Hyman Reads The Signs 

Edward L. Hyman, v.p. on the 

exhibition end of American Broad- 
casting-Paramount Theatres, stated 
this week that exhibitors generally 
are showing more enthusiasm about 
the business and an eagerness to 
participate in showmanship eindea- 
vors 

Following a tour of many key 

cities and trade huddles, the exec 


~ 41 Westerns On Hoof In 1958 


Hollywood, March 4 

The Western trail to be followed 
| by the motion picture industry in 
1958 will be lined with gold—$65,- 
| 000,000 worth to be exact With 
their sights on the oater market, 
| the industry will produce or release 
41 Westerns this year, each to cost 
| $1,000,000 or more. Climbing to the 
$65,000,000 total, at least a half 
dozen of the pictures will be in the 
$3,000,000 to $5,000,000 bracket 

United Artists leads the pack 
with the scheduled release of eight 
properties, followed closely by 20th 
| Fox with seven, Columbia and 
| Warner Bros. with six each, Metro 
with five, Paramount with four, 
| Universal with three and Buena 
Vista with one. Releasing negotia 
tions on one indie production have 
not been set. 

United Artists; two Hecht-Hill- 
Lancaster Westerns “The Way 
| West,” for which Burt Lancaster, 
|Gary Cooper, Kirk Douglas and 
James Stewart have been men- 
tioned, and “The Unforgiven,” Lan 
|easter starrer to be produced by 
Harold Hecht and directed by Del- 


bert Mann. Also skedded for UA 
release are John Wavne's Batjac 
production, “The Alamo;” the 


Mirisch Co.'s “Man of the West.” 
Walter Mirisch producing Anthony 
Manna directing and Gary Cooper, 
Julie London, Lee J. Cobb and 
Arthur O'Connell starring; Mir 
isch’s “Cast a Long Shadow,” with 
Audie Murphy starring; the Wyler- 
Melville production, “The Big 
Country,” with Gregory Peck and 
William Wyler producers, Wyler 
| director and Peck, Jean Simmons 
Charlton Heston, Carroll Baker and 
Burl Ives starring; Stanley 
; Kramer's ‘Invitation to a Gun 
| fighter” to be produced by Kramer 


other stanza. “Cowboy” (Col), an-| and directed by Paul Stanley; and 
other newie, was inclined to be| the Greene-Rouse Production for 
spotty though nice in some cities. Seven Arts, “Between -he Thunder 

“Lady Takes Flyer’ (U), also; and the Sun,” Clarence Greenc pro- 


a fresh entrant, ranged from big} ducing, Russell 
“Ft. 


to modest on initial dates. 


Rouse directing, 
Susan Hayward and Jeff Chandler 


starring. No release has been set 
for Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.’s “The 
Proud Rebel,” Alan Ladd-Olivia 
deHavilland starrer directed by 
Michael Curtiz. 

20th-Fox: “The Bravadoes,” Her- 


bert B. Swope, Jr., producing, 
Henry King directing, Gregory 
Peck and Joan Collins starring; 


“The Hell Bent Kid,” Robert Buck- | 


ner producing, Henry Hathaway 
directing, Don Murray and Diane 
Varsi starring; “Enough Rope.” 
Swope producing, Gordon Douglas 


| Budd Boetticher director, Randolph 
Scott and Virginia Mayo starring. 

Metro: Edmund Grainger’s “Ci- 
marron,” for which Elizabeth Tay- 
|lor and Rock Hudson have been 
mentioned; “Saddle the Wind,” 
| Armand Deutsch producer, Robert 
| Parrish director, Robert Taylor, 
| Julie London and John Cassavetes 
starring; “The Sheepman,” Grain- 
ger producer, George Marshall di- 
| rector, Glenn Ford and Shirley Mac- 
Laine starring; “The Law and Jake 
Wade,” William Hawks producer, 


directing, Hugh O'Brian starring; }J0hn Sturgis director, Robert Tay- 


“End of the Santa Fe Trail,” 
Samuel G. Engel producing; “War- 
lock,”’ John Wayne starring; “Three 
Thousand Hills,” 
producing, Richard Fleischer 
directing; “The Day of the Out- 


law,”’ Eugene Frenke producing. 
Columbia: “The Case,” which! 
producer Sam Spiegel has dis- 


cussed with Gregory Peck, Marlon 


Brando, John Wayne, William 
Holden and Audrey Hepburn; 
They Came to Cordura,” no assign- 
ments; “Cowboy,” Phoenix pic- 


ture produced by Julian Blaustein, 
directed by Delmer Daves and star- 
ring Glenn Ford and Jack Lemmon: 
“Gunman’s Walk.” Fred Kohlmar 


producer, Phil Karlson director, | 
Van Heflin and Tab Hunter star- 
ing; “The Name's’ Buchanan,” 
Harry Joe Brown producing, Budd 


Boetticher directing, Randolph 
Scott starring; “Bent’s Fort,” Boris 
D. Kaplan producing. 

Warner Bros.: Baroda Produc- 
tions’ “The Hanging Tree,” Martin 
Jurow and Richard Shepherd pro- 
ducing, Delmer Daves directing, 
Gary Cooper and Maria Schell star- 
ring; Jaguar's “Guns of the Timber- 


David Weisbart | 


lor, Richard Widmark ané¢ Patricia 
Owens starring; “The Badlanders,” 
}an Arcola Production with Aaron 
Rosenberg producing, Delmer 
| Daves directing and Alan Ladd, 
Ernest Borgnine and Katy Jurado 
| Starring. 

| Paramount: “The Last Train from 
Harper's Junction,” Hal Wallis pro- 
ducing, John Sturgis directing, 
Kirk Douglas and Anthony Quinn 
starring; “Ride Comanchero,” 


George Glass ahd Walter Seltzer 
producing for Marlon’ Brando’s 
Pennebaker Productions; Brando 


directing and starring; “The Jay- 
hawkers,” Norman Panama and 
Melvin Frank producing, Frank 
directing; “The Trap,” Panama and 


Frank producing, Panama direct- 
ing. 
Universal: “Last of the Fast 


Guns,” Howard Christie producer, 
George Sherman director, Jock 
; Mahoney, Gilbert Roland and 
Linda Cristal starring; “Ride a 


| releases. 


Crooked Trail,” Howard Pine pro-| 


|ducing, Jesse Hibbs directing, 
| Audie Murphy and Gia Scala star- 


|ring; “Money, Women and Guns,” | 


| Howie Horwitz producing, Richard 


| 
| 
| 


land,” Albert J. Cohen producing, | Bartlett directing, Jock Mahoney, | 


Rudy Mate directing, Alan Ladd 
starring; “Wellowstone Kelly,” no 
assignments; “Rio Bravo,” Howard 
Hawks producing and directing; 
“The Left-Handed Gun,” Fred Coe 


producer, Arthur Penn director, 
Paul Newman starring; “West- 
bound,” Henry Blanke producer, 


| Kim Hunter and Tim Hovey star- 


ring. 
Buena Vista: “The Young Land,” 
. V. Whitney’s production, with 


| 
| 


_____ | 








“Sad related that theatremen are con- 


vinced that quality product will do 
“terrifle business” regardless of the 
season. There’s to be something of 
a test of this, however, during the 
upcoming months of May and June 
and involving distributors as well 
as the exhibs, 

Hyman, continuing on his “ore 
derly distribution” kick, in effect 
asked the film companies to “load 
the cards” in favor of this so-called 
orphan period—that is, make ime 
portant productions available ine 
stead of awaiting the July 4th holi- 
day. He further called upon the ex- 
nibs to go all out with “showman- 
ship and ingenuity” in advertising 
and exploitation so that maximum 
benefits can be realized from the 
better product as it is released in 
May and June. 

In pursuing his crusade for the 
spacing of top-caliber pictures 
throughout the calendar year Hy- 
man recently called upon producers 
at nine Hollywood studios and dis- 


cussed the matter with exhibitors 
in various key cities. He’s ad- 
dressed exhib groups in Boston, 


Detroit, Salt Lake City, San Frane 
cisco and Los Angeles and will ap- 
pear before others in Kansas City 
March 11 and Minneapolis March 
13. 

He’s had the expressed support 
of everyone he’s talked to so far, 
including the film-makers, Hyman 
relayed. In effect, he stated, the 
entire industry has “embraced or- 
derly distribution” and this has 
come two years after he and AB- 
PT Leonard H. Goldenson con- 
ceived the idea and began work on 
it. 

Hyman prepared a list of upcom- 
ing releases from all companies to-« 
gether with notes concerning pro- 
duction activities, put these togethe- 
er in soft-cover book form and is 
sending copies out to many indus- 
tryites. He said he was so ime 
pressed with the lineups that he 
thinks the distribs cught to “shout 
to the housetops” about the merits 
of the product. “I think they 
should, too,” amened Goldenson. 








as 


Continued from page 3 Seam 


some months back that theatremen 
had assured him that a lowering 
of admissions wouldn’t appreci- 
ably increase attendance. *More 
and more, the industry is coming to 
believe that, if the attraction is big 
and important enough, the publie 
will pay anything to see it. 

This view takes its expression in 
the current trend towards “big” 
films and away from the mediume 
priced productions. What this does, 
of course, is to raise the risk on a 
comparatively small number of 
There’s little ‘“cushion- 
ing” nowadays. A company could 
easily go down the drain if two or 
three of its top releases fail at the 
boxoffice. In years past, that risk 
was more evenly spread. The Co- 
lumbia annual report for 1957, 
when the company didn’t have that 
all-important “lead” picture, and 
suffered correspondingly bears tes- 
timory to the new conditions. 

Those who argue that prices 
must come down point to the re- 
cent statistics proving that take 
home pay is dropping (it was 442% 
below the January, 1957, level last 
month) even as the cost-of-living 
continues to rise. 





‘NIGHT BOAT TO PARIS’ 


Barry Sullivan-Joe Kaufman Ready 
Two Features 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Barry Sullivan and Joe Kaufman 
are forming an indie production 
company and plan two theatrical 
films starring Sullivan. 

First property on their agenda 
is “Night Boat to Paris,” and 
will probably be lensed next July 
or August in Spain and on the 
French Riviera. Second vehicle, 
not yet selected, will follow imme- 


diately. 
Sullivan, who may direct hime 
self in the pix, said producer 


chores will be Kaufman’s solely, 
adding “I have no desire to be 
producer. You can’t be both, an 
anybody who says you can is @ 
liar.” 

Actor has just nixed a lead role 


Patrick Ford producer, Ted Tetzlaff | in “The Fly,” at 20th-Fox, and he 
director, and Patrick Wayne, Den-| explained he didn’t feel the sciene 


ing. 


nis Hopper and Dan O’Herlihy star-|tifiction picture “was right for 
e.” 


m 
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INTIMATE 


as the young couple 
next door who 
forgot to pull down: 


the shade! 


M-G-M presents 
A CANDID CONNUBIAL COMEDY! 


JOSE FERRER 


THE 
HIGH 
] CosT 


OF 
LOVING 


JOANNE GILBERT: JIM BACKUS | 
tnroducing CANA ROW LANDS 


with BOBBY TROUP - Screen Play by RIP VAN RONKEL 
Stery by RIP VAN RONKEL and MILO O. FRANK, JR. 
in CinemaScope 


Directed by JOSE FERRER 
Produced by MILO O. FRANK, JR. 




















MGM 
BACK ON 
TOP IN 
58! 
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QUOTAS QUEER U.S. FOREIGN PLAYOFF AS 
_ DOMESTIC MARKET GOBBLES RELEASES 


ith’ kind of opera-¢ 





next to no backlogs - 
as f vo into release virtually 
the « the e completed, is giv | 
j t! companies headaches in| 
quota countries abroad. 

Problem is a tough one in the 
first j e in these days of de 
pene e on foreign market reven 
ue company like 20th-Fox, for 
instance ith 0 or 60 releases 
must ) itself to losing revenue 
on a e percentage of these 
pictures in some key markets like 
France and Japan and possibly also 
in Italy and Germany, Indonesia, 
e 

Complicating the situation is the 
rise it ¢ umber of independents 
bei nanced by, or releasing 
through the majors. The choice ot 
wh | ive to release or nol 
to release on scarce licenses is be 
ing made more difficult 

What bothers the companies 1s 


that due to the lack of backlog 
even foreign operations 
they problem of picking 
the right kind of films to release 
There was a 


in thei 


ave the 


in quota territories 

time when foreign was between six 
months to a year behind the U.S 
market loday, the two in most 
eases run simultaneously or only 


a month or two behind one another. 


itates the release of 


his neces 
films as they come along and allows | 
Jittle selection in terms of what | 
type of release might be most} 
suitable for a given market. “If we} 
could draw on a year’s supply and 
select from it, our schedule would 
look very differently,” commented 
a foreign exec 

Under their contracts with the 
independents which they release, 


the majors no longer obligate them 
selves to handle a film in the quota 
countries. In the instance of 20th, 


a producer has the right to make 


his own deal in a quota country 
two years after the picture’s gen 
eral release 

But it’s not the permit question 
alone that at times keeps a major 
from releasing a film. Increasing- 
ly, the companies weigh the cost 
of preparing a_ given’ picture 
against its potential gross and de- 
cide that it isn't worth while to 
bother! his is true in a market 
like Germany, for instance, where 
there is a (generous) self-limita- 
tion, but the cost of dubbing, 
prints, ete. is high and quite a 
flock of films have lost money in 
the long run 

This in turn is a thorn in the side 
of the local industries which claim 
their market's being “flooded” even 
though there may be no direct 
profit to the American distribs 

In the tight” countries like 
France some of the American 
majors like Columbia, which are 
active in both coproduction and 
the release of French films in the 
States, gain advantages via extra 
permits. Indie French and Japa- 
nese distributors also are handed 
licenses by their governments and | 
are able to import a limited num- 
ber of American films. 


‘Arbitration Stil 


Only a Dream 


That elusive industry goal---ar 
b ( igain appears to be tee- 
tel on the brink of failure \ 
stalemate has developed between 
the itor and exhibitor ne- 
£0 ( on question of the ar- 
t f availability and clear- 
ance 

\ ( to Allied States 
A e exhibitor representatives 
have presented several proposals 
« ¢ bject of availability, all of 
\ ve been rejected by the | 
a butors In addition, it’s 
< ged that the distribs have 
failed to come up with any pro 
posals of their own. 

\s a conse vale sae Allied’s board 


of directors at its meeting in Louis- 
ville week resolved that un- 
less the distribs offer a proposal on 
availability at the next meeting of 
the arbitration negotiators, “little 
or nothing would be gained by fur: 
ther meetings,” 


iasl 








Save Paper- Prints Bill 


| 
| 
| 











Washington, March 4 
A bill providing $250,000 to 
transfer a large number of old pa 
per prints of early motion picture 


to celluloid, has been introduced 
by Sen. Thomas H. Kuchel (R 
Calif.). 

It would enable the Library of 


Congress to preserve a_ pricele 

collection that is rapidly deteri 
orating. Kuchel said the $250,000 
would be “a small price to pay for 
insuring that succeeding genera- 
tions will be able to visualize Amet 


ica as our parents and grandpar 
ents saw it.” 
“The films are merely objects 


of curiosity,” Kuchel explained 
“These prints are documentary and 
in large part the work of carly ama 
teurs, in the era from 1892 
around 1912. With these pictures 
future Americans will be able to 
get vivid ideas of such historical 
happenings as the San Francisco 


to 


Fire, inaugurations of Presidents 
early day automobiles and ail 
planes, the way people lived, and 


the clothes they wore.’ 


Additional Tooling-Ups 
For Cinerama Overseas 
Via Reisini Setup 


Expansion of Cinerama installa 


tions overseas will be undertaken 
by Robin International Cinerama 
Corp., a subsidiary of the 
export firm headed by 
Reisim, under a new deal signed 
with Stanley Warner Cinerama. 


The contract, 


im port- 


negotiated by SW 


v.p. B. G. Kranze, excludes the 
United States, Canada, Australia, 
Venezuela and Cuba, but otherwise 
covers the principal population 


centres of the world. Selected lo- 
cations, however, must be ap- 
proved by Stanley Warner. 

Reisini is presently operating 
Cinerama theatres in England, 
France, Italy and Japan and will 
shortly open one in Belgium for 
the Brussels World Fair. Deal 
does not limit Robin to one in- 
stallation in each city, but allows 
the opening of multiple situations 
in countries with sufficient popu- 
lation centres or where the equip- 
ment may be used on a limited 
basis as mobile units. 

Negotiations are now taking 
place for installations in Berlin, 
Dusseldorf, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Vienna and Copenhagen. 





Pedro Armandariz withdrew 
from title role of Plato Skouras’ 
20th production, “Villa!” to be re- 
placed by Rodolfo Hoyos. 


Nicolas | 

















Am t Stock Quotati 
Week Ended Tuesday (4) 
_ we + 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 
1957-’5 Net 
eae: | High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
‘ in100s High Low Close for wk 
1742 1114 ABC Vending 34 15%4 1512 15°4 + % 
See 10 (’ Complaint 247% 115s AmBr-ParTh 145 14% 13% 13% +1 
3614 232 CBS“A” ... 69 2558 24'2 25°8 +119 
Acknowledged; Justice | 35:2 2258 cpsepe ../2 51 2434 24% He 13 
2014 115 oS. arr 1514 142 15.8 +134 
Asking Par Comment} 19°« 13 Mj Decea ..... 191 16 14% 155% + %4 
15% #413 Disney - 45 17% 15% 178 — 8 
Minneapolis, March 4 115 8134 Eastman Kdk, 99 104 100% 103% +234 
Dept. of Justice has advised cir- 434 34% EMI 37 4 3% 378 — 
cuit owner Bennie Berger that it’s 10%8 748 List Ind. .... 35 7M 7% 7% + % 
nee eee ee ataree| 22 11% Loew’s...... 192 14% 14% 14 oe 
ikis ip \ ith Paramount Pictures 914 > Nat. Thes.... 45 814 814 81% ra 
} complaint against the distribu- 3834 28 Paramount .. 45 3454 3354 335% 4+2% 
tor for refusing to deliver “The| 1828 11 Philco .. 144 147% 14 1454 — 
len Commandments” to his Ferges| 567% 30 Polaroid 493 56% 515% 5578 +2% 
: . ; 40 27 __ oo Rare 204 33'2 3242 33 —!] 
Falls, Min th atre unless he'll 8% 434 Republic 16 65% 6% 6% a" 
agree to a $2,750 guarantee for the | 131% 9 Rep., pfd s | 10°%8 10 10 — 5% 
engagement 18! 13% Stanley War. 27 1512 1554 15% aw if 
Berger charged in his appeal to | 2914 1894 Storer 12 2218 21% 2158 — 38 
the DJ that Paramount came up 30°54 1958 20th-Fox . 41 2434 24 2434 + 48 
" t] alleged “discriminatory” 25% 15 United Artists 31 1834 18% 182 +M% 
{ vful” demand when he} 3078 18% Univ. Pix... 1 22 22 22 +1 
rejected the company’s request to| 73 65 Uniy., pfd *20 70 69 70 --- 
ify what advanced admission } 287s 1612 Warner Bros. 19 18 17% 1778 —- 3 
Fergus Fal theatre would 705s 67'2 Zenith 139 7038 69 69 —- 
charge for the DeMille smash. A4merican Stock Exchange 
This demand came, he informed 414 216 Allied Artists 15 3% 3% 3% — 
the DJ, after he had accepted the 1016 65, Al’d Art., pfd. 2 75% 75% 758 — 3% 
Paramount contract, and said he’d| 1134 61 Assoc. Artists 51 93% 914 914 = 
raise the theatres’ admission, but | 1% 3g C.&C. Tele. 75 lg 7/16 lg — 
ithout stating the amount. 618 3 DuMont Lab. 17 37% 314 334 — %4 
He claims Paramount “unlaw- 45g 212 Guild Films 49 3 23% 278 = 
fully trying to fix the admission 934 558 Nat'l Telefilm 38 6% 6 6 _- 
and he requested the DJ to require 9 318 Skiatron 78 438 3% + = 
the distributor to license the pic- 834 27% Technicolor 45 41% 3% 4 _ 
ture to the Fergus Falls house sans 5% 358 Trans-Lux... 4 4%% 438 458 — 4 
the guarantee and without any ad- Over-the-Counter Securities 
vance information by him as to the Bid Ask 
ater Ax _ pede eit > a ag eee CCE Te pimaneunanes 4914 54% +4 
ogee no — deals have Calle Chesapeake Industries ..........sseeees0 158 2 -- 
eS eee Cinerama Prod.  sisiabeevesaasaeas l~ 2% — 
‘ DuMont Broadcasting .....cccccccrccccecs 64 7% _- 
B *, * 9 . Magna Theatre ...... 606 CCORe CC Ou CO POES 2% 33% — 4 
ritain’s Variety Tent | ce eeneneatanennataet cM ‘ale: iimet 
i - Teleprompter..........0:+ erie wuemien coe 6 6%4 _— 
Picks Frankie Vaughan U. A. Theatres ....cccccccevccsccccccece 548 (5% +% 
London, Feb. 25. * Actual Volume. 
Frankie Vaughan is to be named iQuetations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) a 





show biz personality of the year | ————— inant 
by the 
Britair 


at a 


personality of the year 
Variety Club of Great! ‘ 
and will receive his ey 
Savoy luncheon April 8. | 
who has just finished hd 
first West End season as topper on 


Vaughan, 





a variety bill at the Palace, is wd 

of Britain's top diskers. Recent 

he made his film starring debut iI Tashi ; 
“Those Dangerous Years.” He also Weenengeen, March . 
stars in “Wonderful Things.” Industry feeling here is that if 


| American producers promise spe- 
cial efforts to get Russian films into 
;} our theatres, under the new cul- 
|}tural trade agreement, they 
|meet with demands for the same 
| treatment from other nations. 

At present our industry does put 
up subsidies to two countries— 
Italy and France—which cash sub- 


Other awards to be made by the 
Variety Club inciude Heather Sears 
as the most promising newcomer | 
for her title role in “Story of | 
Esther Costello.” (Col); Sir Lau 
rence Olivier, as actor of the year! 
for his performance in “The Enter- | 
tainer"; and Yvonne Mitchell, as} 
best actress for ‘‘Woman in a Dress-| 
ing Gown.” An additional award|sidies are used to exploit their 
will go to Alec Guinness as the film} films in the United States. This is 
actor of the year for his portrayal| te assure adequate playng time for 
of the British army officer 
‘Bridge on River Kwai” (Col). Janet| So far as the Russian-U.S. agree- 
Blair will hand out the prize to| ment, it merely provides that our 
Frankie Vaughan. ' industry will negotiate with Soviet 


may 


States Gradually Opening To Foreign 
Pictures As O'Seas Supply Thins Out 


With the development of. the 
foreign film market in the U. S., 
the independents are increasingly 


anxious to assure themselves of 
their source of supply They're 
talking coproduction and_ similar 


arrangements with European pro- 
ducers. 

Walter Reade Jr., 
Continental Distributing, left this 
week for am extended European 
jaunt which will take him to Eng- 


chairman of 


land, France, Germany and Italy 
| among other places. Reade makes 
no bones about the fact that he 


wants to invest in European films 
which he believes could make re- 
lease material for his Continental 
outfit. 

Reade at one time dicker- 
ing for an exclusive arrangement 
with Britain's J. Arthur Rank out- 
fit. This fell through when Rank 
established his own distribution 
company in the States. Reade will 
huddle with British Lion with the 
hope of working out a similar ar- 
rangement. 
| Along with Reade, Distributurs 
| Corp. of America is interested in 
| coproduction, and Richard Brandt 
|prez of Trans-Lux Distributing 
! said he might go in for it “though 


> 


was 





Favors’ to Russians Might Inspire 
Other Nations To Pressure Yanks 


| 


officials for an exchange of enter- 
tainment films and will seek to 


| obtain each nation’s pictures play- 


ing time in the other country. 

it is known here that the Russians 
have a habit of giving nothing un- 
less they receive equal value. Thus 
the playing time given American 
films in Russia would be carefully 


| arranged to be in exact ratio to 


in| American pix in France and Italy. | 


the amount of playing time Russian 
pix get here. 

However, if the Russians receive 
special consideration here, it is 
expected to put ideas into the 


| heads of officials of other foreign 


| cultural agreement, lauded “ 


countries where our pictures play 
and from which we take few or no 
films for American theatres. 
Meanwhile, in a luncheon talk 
before the National Press Club last 
week, Ambassador William Lacy, 
who worked out the U.S.-U.S.S.R. 
the pa- 


| triotic manner in which the entire 
| motion picture industry has closed 


we are in no hurry to do it.” Rich- | tivity, the product availability ac- 
ard Davis of United Motion Pic- tually is limited, The Italians, 
ture Organization in the past has| once a prime source of films, have | 


ranks and offered its cooperation” 
to make the deal a success. He did 
not elucidate. 





BOSTON’S 10 P.M. CLOSE 


ON OSCAR-CAST NITE 


Roston, March 4. 
At a meeting in the office of Ed- 
ward Canter of American Theatres 
Corp., New England chairman for 
theatre participation in the Acad- 
emy Awards telecast, it was agreed 
that Boston houses will end their 


|shows at 10 p.m. on March 26, 


night of the telecast, and place tv 
receivers in their lobbies so that 
patrons may watch the awards. 

Nabe house ops are to give their 
customers of March 26 a pass for 
another date, as they will be see- 
ing only one film on awards night. 





Monat-Sanders Inc, has been 
authorized to conduct a motion 
‘pictures and entertainment busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 


Ostrow, Goldman & Sklaire of 


invested in French films. Frank | shrunk to nothingness. They have 
Kassier leaves for Europe soon to|a few interesting films, but most 
“scout” for pictures. He said last; of their potent pictures are co- 
week, that, if he found a worth-| productions with American outfits. 
while property, he’d probably in-| The Germans produce primarily 
vest im it to at least get an option.|for their own language market, 
Columbia's Policy | though they have a number of re- 
The big outfits, like Columbia | leases of potential American ap- 
for instance, coproduce in Europe, | peal. Britain’s production is down 
of course and then import the! generally, and the Rank pictures | 
films which could appeal at the! no longer are on the market for 
American boxoffice the indies. That leaves the French 
Indies now increasingly are| who, last year, made considerable 
ooking for pre-production tieups | strides as a result 
since the availability of top pix is} On the open market, however, 
scarce and the uncommitted good | the bidding for the good French | 
pictures carry a high price tag.| productions is fierce. Columbia 
For instance, Reade had to pay) has several tied up. Now United 
$125,000 for ‘“Gervaise.” It so} Artists, which recently bought 
happens the Maria Schell starrer| ‘Une Parisienne,” the Brigitte! 
hit, but it’s a big risk never-| Bardot starrer with Ilya Lopert, 
theless. Other indies, having paid | may be getting into the game, and 
high prices, have gotten stuck. It | Metro also is showing interest. 
happened to Reade on “Brothers-| As for the non-British-Italian- 
in-Law,” to Davis with “French | French-German films, the market | 
Can-Can” and to Jean Goldwurm |is limited. Occasionally tne, 
with his “The Smallest Show on/| Swedes or the Greeks wiil come 
Earth,” to name just a few. through, but on the vole their 
Trouble is that, despite consid- | potential, is small and the risks are | vianhattan were filing attorneys at 
erable European production ac- - | great. 


Albany. 


“> 


ete? 
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With all the prize- 
winning war pictures coming 
to your theatre, the Prize Baby thought 
you might like to see his most recent cita- 
tion for expert marksmanship. ¢ Received in 
service for trailer performance beyond the 
call of duty, the Prize Baby is in on every theatre 
engagement—aiming for increased patronage 
and grosses. ¢ Accounting for $429 out of 
every $1,000 taken in at the boxoffice”, 
trailers hit the bull’s eye with far greater 
efficiency than any other advertising 
medium—and for a trifle in 


comparative cost. 























Market Trends, Issue}88, dated Dec. 2, 1957. 


* From the Movie ‘ 
compiled nationally by Ba iiine, or &F I yr a ) 
national, \ GE SERVICE 


Figures were ¢ 
§ natianz theat) lients to determine thé impact PRIZE BABY Of THE INOUSTRY 


group .of. it 
. Copies available on request 


of trailers.on ticRet. sales 
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Bureau of Missing Business 


Chartere 


d Buses & Pre-Organized Audiences 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


© Rowley of Toledo, who would be 104 if alive today, had 

neve er life. as the wife of a Methodist minister, entered a 
e of al description, She was about 82 when her curiosity got 

« better of her and she asked her grand-nephew, a worldly fellow 

‘ een at the gatherings of the Epworth League: “Robert, tell me 


Aunt Hattie Rowley’s naive question could be echoed by 








VV | 
| ca ny modern day film theatre operator. To them, as to the 
r ( ionary, Acts is a chapter in the Bible, and neither meant 
! ( t! Vaniery. Yet until the mid-1930s hundreds of film ex- 
fiibit ed act if only to allow the projection machines to cool 
of ynetimes it was admitted that the live entertainers on the 
( ot more entertaining than the current offering on the 
. to t. and who. killed vaudeville, ending the “combination” 
j prospered for something like a quarter of a century, the 
p ilwa been. and still are. divided. Did the films get bet- 
1 ‘ ts worse? Did the stagehands and the musicians choke 
‘ ‘ a featherbed? Or was dish night the villian? All together 
the ad e economics, the irrita-@ 2s 
te ficulties were lethal | tjcing director for Minnesota 
in thew equences. The country | Amusement Co. 
changu More radio and tew- 
t x roa tations dotted the land. Exhibs Pool For Airings 
But Atunt Hattie Rowley’s ques- , ; 
tio ie an act?” can still be Detroit, March 4 
vered that it was a once-potent About 50 exhibs in the Detroit 
ay gree : a. aceite Metropolitan area have pledged 
~l giredite.« ge cople $60,000 for a six-month tv and ra- 
rien out for the acts, ane orig- dio campaign to boost theatre biz 
inal let it not be forgotten) the Promotion will be handled by the 
novie on the sereen itself was W. B. Doner ad agency. 
just an added act on the Bill. Costs are allocated to individual 
It worked out that except for the theatres as follows: -first run, $1,- 
big town, big time reserved seat 600; — run, $800; pre-key, 
houses, vaudeville shows needed $600: key, $400; others, $200. 
something more than acts. And Exhibs have a choice of easy 
for a long time, in the balance that | weekly or monthly installments, or 
was established and maintained full payment. 
fetween live and canned talent, the | 
operating assumption of pop show- | Chicago Whistles Up Courage 
men was that the average film re- Chicago, March 4. 
lease needed something more for It's gotta be a blockbuster 


comeon at tne paybox 


Speaking of acts, the legitimate 
stage play hich has acts of an- 
other kind now being very suc- 
essfully trouped into the hinter- 


lands on an economic concept bor- 


rowed from the concert platform 
the “organized audience.” There 
is an arrangement made in advance 


specified number of road 
shows into a town on the guarantee 
of a sufficient number of season 
subscriptions 


to send a 


Film showmen groping for that 
something added that something 
new which light break the grip 
of despondency, the slow sinking 
into the mud, might be advised 
that the theatrical enterprise reg- 
ularly reported in the legit, mu- 
sic, cafe and, excuse it please, the 


television sections of VARIETY con- 


tain fertile ideas 

Don't say that a chartered bus 
and a pre-organized audience have 
no magic which film” operators 
might not borrow and adapt to 
their own problems 

Are Percentage Terms All? 

\linneapolis, March 4 

Bennie Berger, longtime warrior 
in behalf of exhibitors, has had a 
‘ nge of heart and will “proba- 
biv’ attend a theatre owners’ 
| ime building meeting March 
| it Pick-Nicollet Hotel here. 
Meeting will nmon independent 
and circuit exhibitors from three 
states to hear details of over-all 
campaign to get customers back | 
vito theatre Seats 

Berger said he disagreed with 
idea,. believin first duty is to get 
big pictures at “equitable percent- 
aves” for small-town theatres 
“You can't build businers unless 
vou have pictures,” said he. 


Idea of the plan to be submitted, 


howevet il be to emphasize pic- 
tures of lesser stature than the 
blockbuste but still of good en- 
tertainment quality, with the idea 
of ve-developing the theatre-going 
habit Bi pictures, the plan's 
expone! iv, don’t need building; 
it f e routine product that 
p 0 protit-less weeks between 
ihe es that need the shot in 
Tine ’ 

Meanwhile committee calling 
the meeting, disavowed anv intent 
to associate the group with any ex- 
i ( ibitor organization; it’s a 

‘ o's move born of necessity, 
1 ‘ nd its idea cuts across 
anv ¢ ational lines 

Speoke al a morning session 
will } Pdward L. Hyman, execu- 
tive ° esident of AB-PT 
Ati von ting will be devoted 
to stiiuiional and = advertising 
ern i t irea, details of which 
were \ ! out by Harry Greere 
£ r of Welworth © r- 
cu | rett E. Seibel, adver- 


Easter for the Loop. Sock lineup 
at major downtown houses is ex- 
pected to reap a take that hasn't 
been totted up in years. 

The holiday period wicket lures 
will include “Peyton Place” (Chi- 
cago), “Bridge on River Kwai” 
(State-Lake), “Young Lions” (Roo- 
sevelt), “Run Silent, Run Deep” 
(United Artists), “Brothers Karam- 
azov” (Woods) and “Long Hot 
Summer” (Oriental), 

Gloomy exhibitors here (espe- 
cially smaller ones) can also take 
heart re Chi’s 3° theatre tax. It's 
almost a certainty the mayor's re- 
cently created nine-man Citizens 
Committee studying the tax will 
favor at least modifying it, nfost 
likely so the levy wouldn't apply 
on a tariff less than 90c. How the 
city fathers will act on a favorable 
committee report is less predicta- 
ble, but the feeling now is that 
they'll go along. Feeling derives 
from the mayor's known sympathy 
toward exhibs’ plight. 

Hotel exec Pat Hoy, committee 
topper, told Variety he would 
“recommend ali possible relief for 


LECTURES PU 


theatres,” and said he thought the 
group’s business could be handled 
with dispatch Unit has had one 
brief meeting so far, that one deal- 
ing ith 5 ocedural matters. It 
probably won't convene for an- 
other two weeks or so, since Roy 
left last Thursday (27) for a fort- 
nights vacation 
Movie Critics’ Film Festival 
Pittsburgh. March 4 
Two nabes_ here Studio and 
hadyside, have latched on to a 
Movie ¢ cs Film Festival for a 
three eek stretch, day-and-dating 
dua! bills of only attractions listed 
in the 10 Best and Next Ten Best 
of local reviewers Harold V 
Cohen, of the Post-Gazette, Karl 
Krug of Sun-Telegraph and Kap 
Monahan of the Press 
Fi listed for Hatful of 
Rain Rainmaker,” “12 Angry 
Mer Bachelor Part “Opera- 
tion Mad Ball “Great Man,” “3 
Faces of Eve “Spirit of St 
Louis,” “Les Girls,” “Time Limit,” 
“Enemy Below Affair to Re- 
member,” “Pal Joey” and “Face in 
Crowd 
Only release two houses had 
trouble getting in the beginning 
was “Hatful of Rain That was 
because 20th figured to grab a flock 
of Oscar nominations and wanted 
to hold it up for re-runs until af- 
ter ceremonies but when only An- 
thony Franciosa came through, 
with a tap for best actor, distribu- 
tor figured there was no point. 


Street Parade — 
Omaha, March 4 

premiere of 20th-Fox’s 
Empire” here last Thurs- 
day (27) took a lacing from the 
weatherman. However, the spon- 
soring Variety Club Tent 16 
netted nearly $2,000 for its charity, 
the Omaha Children’s Hearing 
School. Tri-States donated the 
Omaha Theatre for the occasion 
and 20th furnished both the pic 
and Joel McCrea in person. 

After a week of summerish 
weather, rain and snow hit Omaha 
the day of preem and a huge down- 
town night street parade featuring 


World 


“Cattle 


bands from Nebraska and Iowa, 
floats, dignitaries, saddle clubs and 
McCrea, had to be cancelled at last 


minute Also kayoed was some 
hoopla in front of the theatre. 
Publicity for event, handled by 
20th’s Chick Evens and Variety 
Club's Glenn Trump, found local 
paper, the World-Herald, accom- 
modating several excellent stories 
and all radio and tv outlets con- 
tributing much time, including sev- 
eral McCrea interviews 
Stage show preceding 
emeeed by Chief Barker Pat Hal- 
loran and consisted of Lennie 
“Queen of Cattle —— De- 
Santi, baton twirler; Jann W alker, 


LIC ON OBLIGATION TO KEEP 


| 


queen of local civic org, Ak-Sar- 
Ben: Lieut. Commander Jones, 
Omaha Nava) Recruiting which 


brought out its Navy Beef-State 


Company; vet vaudeville team of 
Jimmy Conlin and Dorothy Ryan; 
and McCrea 

Variety Club scaled house at 
$25 for “Golden Circle,” $5 for 
mezz, $3 for main floor and $1.50 
for balcony. Turnout was about 
609 

Hooligans Vs. Ballyhoo 
Charlotte, N. ¢ March 4 

Charlotte’s Center Theatre, a 
neighborhood flicker house, was 
running a bill of wild west items 
Outside the house, as a promotion 
gadget, sat a covered agon—the 
schooner type of the gold rush 
days 

Now the setting turns medern 
Up drives a station wagon with six 
palefaces in blue denim, They get 
out and case the joint 

The wagon is gone. Scouts find 
it battered and beaten in Chars 
lotte’s odoriferous Sugar Creek 
two miles away 

Numismatics, Ohoy! 
Minneapolis. March 4 

Matinee-building gimmick de- 
veloped by World Coin Co. of 
Minneapolis is getting area thea- 


tre operators excited 

Idea has been tested in Canada 
and in couple of special situations 
in this country, and in mid-month 
will get its first full-scale Ameri- 
can test. 

Gimmick giving kid 
ticket-buvers at certain matinee 
each week a foreign coin, each 
week for 15 weeks a different one. 
At first show, he gets a world map 
with first coin attached. At end of 
the series, youngster submitting 
best map arrangement or on 


involves 


essay 


| the subject gets a larger world map 
with 65 coins attached. 


: } 
pic was 


Minnesota Amusement Co. leads 
off, and has signed the deal for 
all its 30-odd outstate houses and 
Uptown and. Rialto neighborhoods 
in Minneapolis, to kick off about 
March 15. 

The deal, and 
puts World Coin Co. up 
the business of getting supply 
coins, not an easy task in many 
cases. Japan, for instance, refuses 
to let metallic coins cross its bor- 
ders, and plan to include yen in 
the collection had to be abandoned. 


against 


Singapore Showmanship 
Singapore, Feb. 
Showmanship is very much alive 
at the Shaw Brothers circuit, whien 
runs houses throughout Malay: 
For the opening of “Around (the 
World in 80 Days” at the Sky 
Cinema, Singapore, the Shaws svo- 
duced a ten-page special newspeper 
supplement to tell about Mike Todd 
and the making of the film. 
was studded with ads from 
chants. ; 


25 


mer- 


Is ‘For Free’ The Answer? 
Detroit, March 4 
The 2,961-seat Palms Theatre, a 
United Detroit Theatres downtown 


FILM THEATRES OPEN AS “ART SOURCE’ 


Chicago, March 4 
The public is under an obliga- 
tion to rescue the film business in 
the name of culture and good citi- 
zenship. That's the viewpoint of 
Chicago newspaper publisher Leo 
A. Lerner who recently devoted a 
full column to this theme in his 

chain of northside nabe weeklies 
Day after Lerner’s sizeup of the 


theatre boxoffice situation ap- 
peared Balaban & Katz  prexy 
Dave Wallerstein ordered extra 


copies and sent clips to an assort- 
ment of industry moguls and as- 
sociations including the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations 


“To destroy through neglect,” 
Lerner wrote, “the American film 


an art source, an educational 
source and a pleasure source is in 
the long run a destruction of the 
best that is in us. In my mind, 
the answer to this problem is to 
go consciously to motion picture 
theatres, once or twice a week or 
as often as possible...” 

Taking up the cudgels for the 
exhibitor, Lermer argues that the- 
atremen have been unfairly treat- 
ed by the public since the advent 
of tv. “We expect the movie 
houses to stay open 365 nights a 


as 


vear.”’ he emphasized, “for the 
possibility that we may go there 
whenever we feel. like. it, 


under |! 


conditions suit 
television and 


whatever 
“With 


us, 


the number of times we go to the 
movies is constantly reducing, so 
that our implied demand that the 
movie stay open 365 days a year 
no longer has the validity it had, 
when we used to go to the pictures 


once or twice a week.” 

As for what will happen when 
exhibs finally decide they can’t 
take such treatment and shutter, 
Lerner opines that “it would be 
the biggest blow to American cul- 
ture in the history of our country. 
There is no question at all in my 
mind that the film is the most im- 
portant form of native art pro- 
duced in America today.” 

Lerner says the response to his 


comments so far has been impres- 
sive We've been swamped with 
inquiries for 


houses (such) films will never be | 


the old | made, and will never be shown in 
pictures keeping us in the house, | the 


future in theatres or on tv 
screens.” 
The columnist-publisher added, 


permission to use re- | 


| the ‘Best of MGM’ 


prints and blowups of the col- 
umn Most of the _ inquiries, 
he said,. have come from. ex- 
hibitors ‘ 
Lerner acknowledged in _ his 
piece that televiewers may enjoy 
an occasional old film of block- | 
buster dimensions (he cited | 
“Watch on Rhine.” which he'd 
scen at home.a few nights earlier) 


it the point 


0 I nile 


is that if there are 


house, 
lined: 


ran this newspaper ad head- 
“Wanted! 999 teen-age wit- 





nesses!” Text said: 

Ve want you to preview the 
most electrifying entertainment of 
our time, ‘Witness for the Prosecu- 
tion,’ as our guest. We're not be- 
ing generous. We're so sure you'll 
love it, we're counting ‘on your 
talking about it even before it is 


presented to the public at this thea- 
tre! All you have to do is write to 
the Palms Theatre, requesting your 
free preview tickets. In your note, 
mention any organization, club or 
cpmmunity group you are a mem- 
ber of. Requests will be granted in 


order of their receipt—se write to- 
day for your preview tickets to the 
most electrifying entertainment of 
our time—‘Witness for the Pros- 
ecution.’’ 
Response was reported as over- 
helming. But is that a boast? 


Omens Hint Peppy 
K.-C. Exhib Rally 


. March 4. 
running 


Kansas City 
Enthusiasm is 


high in 
the exhibitors convention which 
has been tabbed “Show-A-Rama” 


and will be held at the Hotel Pick- 
wick March 11-13 


This one is a 
unifiee! effort of the Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners and the 
Kansas Missouri Theatre Assn., 
the first put on by the two or- 


ganizations as a team. 

Both the agenda of speakers and 
events and the trade-show promise 
to outdo anything of recent vin- 
tage, according to Beverly Miller, 
Allied, and M. B. Smith. KMTA, 
presidents of their respective or- 
ganizations. Already indications 
are that registration will also out- 
Strip anything in recent vears, as 
interest is permeating al! levels of 


the industry. 


others pending, | 


of | 
| Fox 


son, 


Issue > 
| 


The list of imported speakers 
includes: Edward Hyman, vice 
president of American Broadcast- 
ing-Paramount Theatres; Miss Es- 
telle Steinbach, manager of the 
Strand Theatre, Milwaukee; 
Jack Braunagle, general manager 
of United Theatre Corporation, 
Little Rock, and widely known 
here from Wis days as a Common- 
wealth circuit exec; James Nichol- 
president American-Interna- 
tional Pictures; Kroger Babb, 
president of Hallmark Productions, 
a return engagement for him; 
Roger Lewis, United Art sts direc- 
tor of advertising, publicity and ex- 
ploftation. 


Indicative of the high-level in- 
terest is the fact that the booth 
| display space has been sold out for 

same time, according to Richard 
| Orear. show section *hairman, 


| 
| 


Likewise space in the 50-page con- 
vention brochure also is sold out, 


according to Beverly Miller in 
| charge. 
Unusual interest is stemming 


| from the two-way organizational 
efforts and advanced planning and 
publicity, and goal of convention 
officials is the heaviest turnout 
ever racked up here for a compar- 
able event. Recent attendance at 


conventions has flirted with the 
200 figure, but only unusually 
lsevere weather could hold this 


“Only the motion picture theatre | 


is the proper place to see a well- 
made, well-presented fiim, from 
the.point of view of color, sound, 
and scope.” 

Lerner said he went out to three 
picture houses last week, and that 
he tries to go to a theatre “at least 
once a week.” He said he “hardly 
ever” watches tv, although he be- 
lieves it’s a “good thing” 
its merits. 

He told his readers of attending 
nabe theatres on several Saturday 


nights recently and finding only | 
a few dozen people on the main 
floor. - He had paid less than a 


dollar to see a film that cost mil-| 
lions to make, “while the rest of 
the people stayed home watching 
on television 
with conditions of poor sound, bad 
photographic reproduction and 
terrible commercials.” 

“Dear friends and gentle hearts, 
I submit te you that this is mad- 
ness. May I go further to say it 
is bad citizenship?” 
lead-in to his thesis 
neglect is destroying 


that 
the 


public 
film as 


going to, motion picture} an art source. 


vear’s attendance to that mark, 
Richard Brous, chairman of the 
convention planning committee, 


| said. 


Advance registrations are being 
handled through beth exhibitor or- 
ganizations. 


‘South Pacific’ at $2.50; 
Rowley’s Big Re-Do 


Dallas, March 4. 
United Theatres will 





Rowley 


/open an indefinite run of “South 


and has | 
| ban Wynnewood April 15. 


| 


Such was the | 


in Todd-AO at the subur- 
Prexy 
John H. Rowley said the 1,000- 
seat deluxer will be completely 
renovated, reseated with push-back 
| seats and—with installation ‘of the 
Todd-AO equipment—at a cost of 
$35,000. House will close April 1 
for refurbishing. 

Musical will go on reserved seat 
basis, tentatively $2.50. Boxoffices 
will be opened in midtown Dallas 
and eight nearby towns. 

Rowley chain outbid other, cir- 
cuits to get “South Pacific,” first 
time a roadshow film has debuted 
in a suburban area. “Oklahoma” 
and all Cinerama releases have 
played film row in midtown Dal- 
las, in long runs and on a reserved 
seat scale, 


Pacific” 
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MOVE FILM ROW, CARTAGE UP 





Texas Prefers ‘Outdoor Theatre’ Tag 


Delinquents Hang Around Drive-In Restaurants— 
Create Unsavory Association 


+ 





Houston, March 4. 

Growth of Houston's drive-in 
restaurants as headquarters for un- 
savory elements in teenage popu- 
lation has won them bad reps that 
oddly enough has the clean-nosed 
ozoner ops squirming. 

Result is that pix man would like 
to escape “drive-in” tag & have 
crime-conscious public make “out- 
door theatre” the popular term. 

Case in point is Loew’s Sharps- 
town, a Texas-style nabe skedded to 





open tomorrow in an area full of 
new homes which will provide a 
top grade babes-in-arms family 
trade for 
is on border of Sharpstown ’ 
“World's Largest Development” if 
projected 16- 20,000 homes ever ge 
built, but currently far enough 
along to keep b.o. coin jingling. 


= 


“We are definitely going after 
the family trade, which is one of 
the main reasons we want to be 
known as an outdoor theatre, not 
a drive-in,” said Jim Shanahan, 
Loew's rep who's in Houston to 
handle ballyhoo connected with 


theatre debut. 

“The word carries a bad conno- 
tation down here, and with the 
kind of investment we are putting 
into the theatre, we want to help 


“Cee i y , yD Ssi ae a 
it succeed in every way possible | age—260 or 68°%—were in mono-| 


Shanahan said construction costs 
for theatre were “a little more 
than $1 million.” Following fea- 
tures of new 1600-car ozoner illus- | 
trate whys of tab: 50-by-120 screen | 
seven stories high; kiddies’ play- 
ground; kids’ 
which includes a trip through 60 
feet of make-believe diamond mine 
tunnel where mechanical 
ewing the picks & shovels; a zon 
étarring several bears; a Disney 
fairyland; an adopt-a-dog kennel 
(vith cooperation of the local dog 
saving society); 
time clown. 
part of “family-style” cam- 
Shanahan said, 38,000 homes 


AS 
paign, 
in the south 
ton, the prosperous growing area 
where theatre is situated, have been 
¢ircularized. Every school teacher 


and homeowner in Sharpstown will | 


get a personal letter, 

Booked for opening bill are ‘ ‘Sad | 
Back,” 
several months ago, and “Pawnee,” 
a jivcal preem. The usual stars will 


be on hand & $25,000 has been 
budgeted for hoopla, Shanahan 
said. 


“The program reflects our plans | 
to not make this a first-run the-' 
atre,” he said. 


Nominate ‘Angry, 
Though Poor B.0. 


Nomination of “12 Angry Men” 
for an Academy Award brings new 
attention to a situation where a 

icture has been rated unusually 

igh within the trade itself and 
among the professional critics and 
reviewing groups. 

The Henry Fonda independent 
production, released by United 
Artists, was placed on the “10 
Best” of numerous lists. The cam- 
paign was regarded as an effective 
one and UA gave it strong sales 








t section of Hous- | 


| 











WB Shutters Milwaukee 

















Chicago, March 4. 
Warner Bros., in another econ- 
omy step, shuttered its Milwaukee 
branch office last Saturday (1). 
Move leaves only two or three 
salesmen in the beertown, while 
all other departments are being 
absorbed by the Chicago office. 
Some clerical help fell by the 
wayside as a result. 





68% of 1957s 


years to come. eee 


Pix (Via Code) 


In Monochrome 


Hollywood is no longer focused 
at the world through rose-colored 
glasses. Instead, films today are 


| throughout the country. 


overwhelmingly in the more realis- | 


tic black-afid-white, which also is 
less hard on the production budget. 


Survey of film approved in 1957 


by the Production Code shows that, | 


out of a total of 380, a big percent- 


| chrome and the remainder (32%) 


miniature railroad | 


This confirms a trend 
since 1955, 


in color. 
| that’s been evident 


| when Hollywood started to worry | 


about its expenses. 


Back in 1955, the color-to-black 
and white ratio still favored color, 


; with §1% of the films in one tint 


elves | 
|and-white for 57%. 


and Bill Fee, full- | 


| still are tinters. 


process or the other. 
ratio had been reversed, with color 
account for only 42°) and _ black- 
In '57, the 
swing away from color became even 
more pronounced. 

Producers haven't given up on 
color and most of the top films 
However, a more 
careful evaluation of what values 
color would bring an individual 
production now is the rule. It’s no 
longer felt that tinting alone will 
intrigue the customers, though it’s 
still a bargaining point for higher 
; rental. At the same time, there’s 
little question that, on the “right” 


which had its first mun here | story, color can enhance its enjoy- 


| ment, 





attention, actually pressing two 
gales campaigns, the original and | 
a follow-up when the film was} 
given the critical spotlight. | 


How much more flexible Holly- 
wood’s attitude in that respect has 
| become is evident at 20th-Fox 
| where, under the aegis of Darryl 
F. Zanuck, CinemaScope in color 
was a “must.” Today, 
pany no longer is committed to 
that policy and is turning out 
black-and-white C’Scope films. 

Also, color more and more is be- 
ing utilized to create a story mood. 
This was done effectively in Met- 
ro’s “The Brothers Karamazov” 
and in several other pictures. 
There has been a good deal more 
experimentation with color effects 
abroad than in the States. 
Kazan said last week that he would 
make his “Mud on the Stars” in 
color if he could get the kind of 
tint effects to suit the setting. 





Hyman Reports 36 From 
U to Flow ‘Regularly’ 


NEW BLOWS SEEN 
FOR LIL EXnIBD 


New 
believe that the elimination and/ 
or consolidation of exchanges will 
indirectly have the effect of clos- 
ing down mvny fringe theatres 
Many of 
these houses which have been 
barely hanging on during the tele- 
vision era will not be able to afford 
the additional. shipping costs for 
prints originating at more distant 
points. (See separate Albany story 
herewith concerning Universal.) 

For some time now distributors 
have felt that numerous small ac- 
counts have been uneconomical to 
handle and have preferred to book 
pictures at some 2,000 to 3,000 key 
situations. The fringe accounts | 
which deliver small rental coin) 
have just about been breaking 
even or losing money in recent 
years. Any added cost, such as an 
increase in shipping charges, can 
make a serious difference in the 
economic position of these the-! 
atres. For some houses, it’s as- 
serted, the extra transportation | 
costs will force them to close 
down operations. 

Economic necessity has been 
forcing the major distributors to 
alter the operations of their ex- 
changes. The film companies, al- 
though they did not set out to do 
so deliberately, do not regard the 
closing of many fringe houses as a 


tragedy. Since the entire com- 
plexion of the business has 
changed, the distributors no long- | 


er find it profitable to service the 
numerous small houses. 


In the first place, they no longer 


| have a large amount of pictures 


| needed for the riany changes re- | 
| quired by the small houses. 


By 1956, the | 


|earning as much, 


Sec- 
ondly, the blockbuster pictures are 
playing longer and at higher ad- 
missions at key situations and are | 
if not more, 
money than the films which were 
formerly mass-distributed. 

To some observers, the closing | 
of the exchanges will have a long- 
range salutary effect on the busi- 
ness as a whole. It will cut down | 


| distribution costs and, at the same 
| time, eliminate a number of ac- 


counts that have been uneconomi- 
cal to service. It'll probably bring | 
numerous squawks from exhibi- 
tors, it’s felt, but tradesters feel 
that a realistic view must be taken 


|} and that under present conditions 


the com-| 


the film market, if it is to survive, 
must be contracted. 








France’s Office 


= Continued from page 3 








expected back shortly. The func- 


| tioning of the office and its future 


|are among the topics that he dis- 
|cussed in Paris with the producers 


Elia | 


Edward L. Hyman, v.p. of Ameri- | 
can Broadcasting-Paramount Thea-"| 
tres, is high on the future activi- | 


ties of Universal, 
| cant, of course, in view of this stu- 
dio’s production hiatus. 

Hyman reported that on a recent 
| Coast visit he confabbed with U 


Yet, “Angry Men” has been only | | execs Milton Rackmil, Nate Blum- 


a modest grosser so far. 
listed as a $1,000,000 grosser (in 
terms of United States and Cana- 
dian rentals) in Varrety’s 1957 
roster. And at the last count that 
figure still remains. 

Of course, the Oscar competition 
could help bring further returns 
and, if by chance, it turns up the 


winner, this would be an especially 
important bolstering factor. 





It was} berg, Al Daff and David Lipton 


and was assured that U will release 
its backlog of 31 feature$ as sched- 
uled, He further related that the 
U~brass were meeting on the Coast 
“to formulate future plans on a 
continuing basis." Hyman con- 
cluded: “From what we have seen, 
we believe you-can expect a good 
number of quality pictures from 
this company.” 


which is signifi- | 


| 
| 
| 


and the Centre National du Cine- 
matografie. Partly as an outcome of | 
these talks it was decided to skip 
the idea of theatre leasings or ac- 
quisitions in the U.S. 


A rep of Finacinef, the French ' 


company set up to acquire French 
showcases all over the world, was 
in the U.S. recently for a few | 
days, but failed to explore any ex- | 
pansionist plans. Latter are said 
to be centered, for the moment, 
on French Canada. 

French producers at the moment 
must rely entirely on the veracity | 
and honesty of the indies with | 
whom they deal. There are a num- 
ber of matters French producers 
would like to have handled by their 
office in the States, but which they | 
cannot delegate until and unless | 
the bureau is giving the necessary 
authority. 





Marie D. Meyer Steps Up | 


| ter of “The Case 


Detroit, March 4. 
Merie D. Meyer is the new -di- | 
rector of publicity and advertis- | 
ing for the 14-house United De- 
troit Theatres circuit. 
ceeds the 
whose executive assistant she had 


| been since 1945. 


Prior to joining UDT, Miss | 
Meyer was a script writer and pro- 


} duction assistant at WXYZ. 


York film trade observers | 








Rank-Yank’s 


In pronounced contrast to 
the current frame of mind of 
other outfits, Rank Film Dis- 
tributors of America continues 
to add both to its setup and 
its overhead. It has just 
opened its 17th American 
office. 

Latest RFDA branch is es- 
tablished in Portland, Ore., to 
cover both the Portland and 
Seattle territory. Jack Partin 
has been named branch man- 
ager by Irving Sochin, RFDA 
general sales topper. 

Several American distribu- 
tors in recent months have 
either pulled out of Portland 
or are planning to do so. Rank 











She suc- | likely that the civic 
fate Alice N. Gorham | Wili carry 


outfit plans to release 13 films 
durine the first nine months 
_ of 1958. 


NY. Film Execs 
Talk Overseas 


Overhead Cuts 


“Every company in the business 
} {is talking about cutting down or 








| merging distribution facilities 
| abroad.” This flat statement was 
‘made privately this week by the! 


foreign operations chief of a ma- 
jor company. 
Exec said that 
tries the distribs 
| draw enough income 


in many 
simply 
to 


coun- 
do not 
warrant 


overhead Such outfits as Para- 
mount, for one, is equipped to 
handle 40 features annually but 


| has only half that number on its 
release schedule. 
| Problem of economics is par- | 


ticularly difficult, said the foreign 
department topper, in Portugal, 
parts of Latin America and the 
Far East. Mergers of various types 
are anticipated in several parts of 
| Europe. 
Currently, RKO ts now checking 
| all sorts of statistics relating to its 
| global operation to determine 
| economies that can be put into ef- 
fect immediately. It’s evident that 
this company is bent on trimming 
foreign expenses to the absolute 
minimum. 

This matter was taken up in de- 
tail in New York over the past 


|Tom O'Neil, head of the company, 
| homeoffice execs and all super- 
visors of foreign territories. 


After Dem Bums, B’ klyn 
Faces New Woe—Col Pic 


Adding to Brooklyn's headaches 
since the departure of Dem Bums, 
is the upcoming release of “The 
Case Against Brooklyn,” a Colum- 
| bia picture with Darren McGavin, 
Maggie Hayes, Warren Stevens and 
| Tol Avery. It's due in May. 
| From muddy banks of Gowanus 

Canal to the Coney Island beach- 
head there are civic rumbles that 

; Columbia ain't done right by title 

| of the flicker. Based on an article 

| by Ed Reid in True, it tells of 
bookies running rampant and beau-| 
|coup police corruption. There's 
also a scene in film of Reid, former 
| Brooklyn Eagle crime reporter and 
Pulitzer Prizewinner, shellacking 
local crime indifference. 

Irate citizens have brought mat- 
Against Brook- 
lyn” to attention of Brooklyn 
| Chamber of Commerce and Bor- 





| ough President's office but it is un- 


ization 
nf fi- 


orgat 
through with a! 
cial protest. 

Censensus is that Brooklyn sur- 
| Vived Betty Smith’ s “A Tree Grows 
| in Brook! yn” and it'll certainly lick 
“The Case Against Brooklyn.” 


17th Branch. 


two weeks at meetings attended by | 


Exhib Squawks Prompt Universal 
To Retain Its Albany Print Service 


Albany, March 4. 

Warnings by circuits and inde- 
pendents of wholesale “pulling” of 
if Universal through 
with its plan to cease the shipment 
of prints from Albany, effective 
Friday (28), and to substitute New 
York Buffalo was 
nearer) as points of forwarding, 
led the company to cance! the plan. 


dates, went 


or (whichever 


After “full consideration,” a let- 
ter mailed to exhibitors Thursday 
27) explained, Universal had ed- 


shipping prints 
using the Clark 


cided to continue 
out of this city, 
Film Service for such purpose 
For the next week or two, Clark 
will utilize the facilities of the Uni- 
versal exchange—closed except 
for Norman Weitman, as sales rep- 
resentative. When the installation 
of additional racks has been com- 
pleted by Clark in its headquarters 


on Shaker Road (two blocks from 
Film Row), the shipping and in- 
specting will be handled from 
| there. Clark is shipping for Para- 
mount, United Artists and several 
smaller companies 

Head shipper Jim Tunney, who 
| has been associated with Universal 


since it opened an Albany branch 
30 years ago, and inspectress Ma- 
bel Van Amburgh have been tem- 
porarily retained. They may be ab- 
sorbed by Clark later 

Universal's change of plans was 
considered significant, because of 
its effect on possible cutbacks by 
other distributors here and else- 
where. If Albany could be elim- 
inated as a shipping center by U, 
there would be no particular rea- 
son for other companies to main- 
tain shipping-inspecting facilities 
here, observers thought. 

Exhibitors strenuously protested 
the idea of cutting out Albany as 
shipping point, on the ground of 
the cost factor. They have been 
notified that future payments on 
U billings should be sent to the 
Buffalo exchange. 


Stark Exits AAP, 


Forms Own Firm 


Ray Stark has resigned as v.p. 
of Associated Artists Productions 
to form his own company, Seven 

Arts Productions, which will en- 

gage in remaking old Warner Bros. 
| properties or presenting the pre- 
viously filmed stories as stage 
plays. 

All rights te the pre-1949 pic- 
tures are owned by AAP. Contin- 
ued mutuality of interests between 
Stark and AAP extends further, 
for Eliot Hyman, president of AAP, 
is Stark's private partner in the 
Seven Arts venture. 
| This new setup s.ems from an 

AAP decision to abandon its own 

plans to produce theatrical films 
and stage plays. Reason behind 

this, according to Hyman, is that 

Lou Chesler, key stockholder in 
AAP, was against any kind of new 
production, preferring instead to 
'reap dividends on ptoceeds from 
| the WB product licensed to televi- 
sion or other sales involving the 

property rights. New production 

would have meant re-investing this 
revenue and Chesler wouldn't rec- 





ommend it to the banks which 
finance AAP, 
Chesler subsequently sold out 


his AAP interests to United Artists 
Hyman stated he then figured it 
was too late to maintain a produc- 
tion operation, 

Kenneth Hyman, AAP exec v_p., 
in addition to other duties, will 
serve as AAP'’s liaison with Stark 
in the Seven Arts activity. 

Hyman further 
since the Chesler sellout to UA, 
the latter company has entered a 
deal to take on, the theatrical re- 
issue of some of the AAP-W38 prod- 
uct. It’s believed in some trade 
circles that this arrangement might 
be extended so that UA would turn 
| over its television releases to AAP. 


disclosed that, 


| 
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“Lawrence Weik is more than a 
Television personality. 


He is 


66 


an 
American 


Institution! 


«, as all the Polls indicate... .including 
the Winchell Poll...and as documented 
by ‘Mr. and Mrs. America and 


all the ships at sea’”’ 


—WALTER WINCHELL 





GABBE, LUTZ, HELLER & LOEB DON FEDDERSON PRODUCTIONS 


Television Consultants to Lawrence Welk. 





Personal Managers fer Lawrence Welk. 
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Hollywood Production Pulse 








ALLIED ARTISTS — |] 
Starts, This Year....seeee § ij 





This Date, Last Year...... 3 


| 




















GIRL 
I ad 
‘ ‘ ! an 
! k alski 
i ! F June Kenney, Jonn | 
I ! t Knapp, Jana Lund, | 
{ 
: | 
I 24 
“STALLION TRAIL” 
i hwalt 
I i] een 
‘ mery Diane Brewster 
en, Dan Sheridan, Den 
‘ 7 
( ‘ r 
‘ T 
COLUMBIA 
Starts, This Year........ <a 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 
“BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE” 
ai’ ! 
It n Blaustein 
I I ( 
j K im Novak, Jack Lem 
I Ke s, Elsa Lanchester 
Ile ngold Janice Kule Bek 
N vt pe Clay, Pete and Conte 
{ 4 Costanzo 
et 
“THE LAST HURRAH” 
i i Ford 
john Ford 
Spe er Jeffrey Hunter, Dianne 
f tem, | O'Brien. Donald Crisp 
Basil Rathbone John Carradine 
James Gleason, Wallace Ford, Basil | 
Ru “ Ricardo Cortez Ed Brophy 
Frank ‘ h Carleton Young 
David Ba Edmund Lowe, Charles 
Fitzs ons, Anna Lee, O. Z, White 
head Arthur Walsh, Ken Curtis, 
Ww Bouche William Leslie 
(Started Feb. 2 
? a 
WALT DISNEY 
Starts, This Year......... 0 


This Date, Last Year...... 0 








METRO 
Starts, This Year.... : 
This Date, Last Year...... 4 











“IMITATION GENERAL” 
Prod William Hawk 
Dir George Marshall 
Glenn Ford, Red Buttons, Taina Ele 
Dean Jones, Kent Smith, Burt Doug 
las, Tize Andrews, John Wilder 
(Started Jan. 20) 
“THE TUNNEL OF LOVE” 
QWJoseph Fields Prod.) 
(For MGM Release) 


Prods J. Fields, M Melcher 
Doris Da Richard Widmark. Gia Scala 
Gig Youn: Elizabeth Frases Eliza 
beth Wilser John Wilder 
(Started Jan. 22 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 
(Avon Prods 
(Shooting in Paris 
Prod.—I o S Berman 
Dis Vir ite Minnelli 
Rex Harr a7 Kay Kendall. Sandra 
Dee, John son, Angela Lansbury 
(Started F¢ 10 
“THE BADLANDERS” 
(Arcola Prod 
Prod \ Rosenber 
Dir ar ‘ Daves 
Alan Lad ernest Borgnine, Katy 
Jurade ( re Kelly 
(Started Fe 
yg AT SEA 
wis l ne Prods 
Pr “p \ L.. Stone 
Jar \ rick Crawford, Dox 





! Juck Kruschen 
tmon. Katharine Bard 





Mtarted ‘ 
“HIGH SCHOOL C cone ial i 
a ert Zu vith 


Drew Barrymore 
Mamie Van Doren 
ivles Chaplin Ji 


George Haft, 
tarted bet li 





PARAMOUNT 
Starts, This Year......... 3 
This Date, Last Yeor..... - 








“KING org +f 











Prod 1 
Dir Mict 
Elvis | Jones, Dolores 
Hart, De r, Lilliane Monte 
vecchi Martheu, Jan Shepard, 
Paul St 
(Started Jan. 20 
“THE BLACK onc Hin” 
Gont i Prods 
Pr ( t Pe mniti, Marcello Girosi 
tin Ritt 
I I Anthony Quinn. Ina 
M ‘Richman Naomi Stevens 
via Vincent, Frank Puglia, Jane 
Majel Barrett 
Feb. 3 
“TOO YOUNG FOR LOVE” 
Prod William Alland 
Dir Bernard Girard 
Robert ¥ itis, Phillipa Scott, Majel 
Barre Barry Atwater 


(Started Feb. 17 


20th CENTURY-FOX 
Starts, This Year......... 3 
This Date, Last Year...... 7 











“A NICE LITTLE BANK THAT SHOULD 
BE ROBBED” 
Prod Anthony Muto 
Dir Henry Levin 
Tom Ewe Mickey Rooney, Dina Mer 
rill, Mickey Shaughnessy, Madge Ken 
neds, Richard Deacon, Jack Kenny 
Frances Bavier 
(Started Jan, 27 
THE BRAVADOS” 
Prod Herbert Bayard Swope Jr 
Gregory Peck Joan Collins, Stephen 


Boyd, Albert Salmi, Henry Silva, 
Barry Coe, Ken Scott, Kathleen Gal- 
lant, 
Jack Mather, Lee Van Cleef, George 
Vaskowec, Lee De Rita, Robert Adler, 
Juan Garela 

(Started Feb. 3) 


“BR CERTAIN SMILE” 

Prod Henry Ephron 

Dir.—Jean Negulesco 

Rossano Brazzi, Christine Carere, Joan 
Fontaine, Brad Dillman Johnny 
Mathis, Steve Geray, Kathryn Givney 
Trude Wyler, Renate Hoy 

(Started Feb. 17) 





UNIVERSAL 
Starts, This Year......... 3 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 








WARNER BROS 
Starte, Tile FeO? ..cccere 2 
This Date, Last Year ...... 5 











“HOME BEFORE DARK” 


Prod.-Dir.—Mervyn LeRoy 

Jean Simmons, Dan O'Herlihy, Rhonda 
Fleming, Efrem Zimbalist Jr., Mabel 
Albertson, Joanna Barnes, Steve 


Dunne, Albert Gedderio 
(Started Jan. 13) 


“THE NUN’S STORY” 


‘(Fred Sinnemann Prod.) 
' (Shooting in Africa) 
Prod.--Henry Blanke 
Dir Fred Zinnemann 
Audrey Hepburn, Dame Edith Evans 
Dame Peggy Ashcroft, Peter Finch, 
Molly Urquhart, Dorothy Alison 


(Started Jan. 27) 





INDEPENDENT 
Starts, This Year.........16 
This Date, Last Year......24 





“FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON” 
| (Benedict Bogeaus Prod.) 
‘For RKO Release) 
(Shooting in Mexico) 
Prod.—Benedict Bogeaus 
George Sanders, Debra Paget. Don Dub 
bins, Patrie Knowles, Melville Cooper 
Carl Esmond, Henry Daniell, Ludwig 
Stoesel, Morris Ankrum 
Dir Byron Haskin 
Joseph Cotten 
(Started Jan. 31) 


‘MAN OF THE WEST” 
‘Ashton Prods) 
(For UA Release) 
Prod.— Walter M. Mirisch 
Dir Anthony Mann 
Gary Cooper. Julie London, Lee J. Cobb 
Arthur O'Connell, Royal Dano, Jack 
Lord, John Dehner, Robert J. Wilke 
(Started Feb. 10) 


“TARIAN’S FIGHT FOR LIFE” 
(Sol Lesser Prod.) 
(For MGM Release) 
Prod.-Sol Lesser 
Dir Bruce Humberstone 
Gordon Scott, Eve Brent, Rickie Soren 
sen, Cheta the Chimp, Jill Jarmyn 
Carl Benton Reid, Harry Lauter, 
Woody Strode, James Edwards, Russ 
Evans, Otis Greene, Nick Stewart 
(Started Feb. 10) 


| “THE LOST MISSILE” 

(William Berke Prod.) 

(For UA Release) 
Prod.-Dir.—William Berke 
Robert Loggia, Ellen Parker, Lorence 
Kerr 

(Started Feb. 10) @ 


“ESCORT WEST” 
(Batiac- Romina Prods.) 
(For UA Release) 
Prods.—R. E. Morrison-Nate Edwards 
Dir Francis D. Lyon 
Victor Mature, Elaine Stewart, Faith 
Domergue, Reba Waters, Rex Ingran 
Harry Carey Jr., Noah Beery Jr 
(Started Feb. 10) 


“DADDY.O” 

(Imperial Prod) 

(Shooting at Kline) 
Prod Elmer C 
Dir Lou Place 
Dick Contino, Sandra Giles 


Rhoden Jr 
Ron McNeil 


Bruno ViSoto, William Riggs, Ruth 
Scott 
(Started Feb. 17) 
“TOM THUMB” 
(Galaxy Prods.) 
‘(For Metro Release) 
(Shooting in England) 
Prod.-Dir.—George Pat 
Russ Tamblyn, Alan Young Terry 
Thomas, Peter Sellers, June Thorburn 


Bernard Miles 
(Started Nov, 25) 


“THE EXTRA EDGE” 


(Seven Aris Intl. Prods.-Hammer Films) 
(For UA Release) 
‘Shooting in Berlin) 
Prod.—-Michael Carreras 
Dir.—Robert Aldrich 
Jeff Chandler, Jack Palance, Martine 
Carol 
(Started Feb. 17) 
“SATELLITE OF BLOOD” 
(Algamated Prods.) 
(Shooting in London) 
Exec. Prods.--Richard Gordon, Charles 
F. Vetter Jr 
Prods.—John Croydon, Robert Day 
Marshall Thompson 
| (Started Feb. 24) 
“REVENGE OF THE COLOSSAL MAN” 


‘American International Picts.) 

Prod.—-Bert 1. Gordon 

Dir.—Bert I. Gordon 

Sally Fraser, Roger Pace. Dean Parkin 
Russ Bender, Charles Stewart, Jack 
Kosslyn, Bob Garnet, June Burt, Rico 
Alanix. June Jocelyn 

(Started Feb. 24 


“THE DEFIANT ONES” 
(Stanley Kramer Prods.) 
(For UA) 
Prod -Dir.—Stanley Kramer 
Tony Curtis, Sidney Poiter, Theodore 
Bikel, Cara Williams, Charles McGraw 
| Lon Chaney, Lawrence Dobkin, Whit 
Bissell, Claude Akins, Carl Switzer 
(Started Feb. 28) 


“VILLA!” 
(Artys Films for 20th Fox) 
(‘Shooting in Mexico) 
Prod.—-Plato Skowras 
Dir.—James B. Clark 
Brian Keith, Cesar Romero, 
j Dean, Rudolpho Hoyas 


Margia 


Andrew Duggan, Herbert Rudley, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


IN BRITAIN 








ANGLO A’LG’MATED 
Sonrts, TH TOUT... cscccce 4 
This Date, Last Year...... 5 





“CRIME OF HONOR” 


Prod Jack Greenwood 
Dir Montgomery Tully 
Russell Napier 


(Started Dec $0) 





BRITISH ELSTREE 


Starts, This Year net 
This Date, Last Year 











“GIRLS AT SEA” 
Proc Vau 


Alan White 





COLUMBIA 
Starts, This Year ee ee 
This Date, Last Year...... 2 





Ps phic E OF — 4 





ye ‘ Anthony Hinds 
Di Terence Fisher 
Peter Cust Eunice Gayson, Francis 
how Michael Gwynn 
(St € t 
RANK 
Starts, This Year.......... 4 





This Date, Last Year.. 








“h ete gent TO REMEMBER” 


Pr MeQuitty 

Dis Ro 1 ker 

Kenneth More, David MeCallum, Jill 
Dixon 

‘Started Oct. 14 


“NOR THE MOON BY NIGHT” 
(Shooting in Africa and Pinewood) 





Prod. —John Stafford 
Dir Ken Annakin 
Be — Lee, Patrick McGoohan, Michael 
(Start oc Nov. 23 
“THE WIND CANNOT READ” 
(Shooting in India and Pinewood) 
Prod Betty Box 
Dir Ralph” Thomas 
Dirk Bogarde, Yoko Tani, Ronald Lewis 
(Started Dec. 16) 
“SEA FURY” 
‘Shooting in Costa Brava, Spain and 
Pinewood 
Prod S. B. Fisz 
Dir Cy Edfield 
Stanley Baker, Victor McLaglen, Lucf- 
ana Paluzzi 
Started Jan. 27) 
‘ 
20TH-FOX 
eg Se 


This Date, Last Year...... 0 





“SMILEY GETS THE GUN” 
(Canberra Film Productions) 
(‘Shooting in Australia) 

Prod Anthony Kimmins 

Dir Anthony Kimmins 

Sybil Thorndike, Chips Rafferty, 

Calvert 
(Started Nov. 1) 


“HARRY BLACK” 

(Mersham Productions) 

(Shooting in India and National Studios 
Prod.—-John Brabourne 
Dix Hugo Fregonese 
Stewart Granger, Anthony 

bara Rush 
(Starting Jan. 2) 

“INTENT TO KILL” 

(Zonic Productions) 

Adrian Worker 

Dir Jack Ca 


Keith 


Steel, Bar- 


Betsy Drake, Herbert 





METRO 
Starts, This Year.......... 
This Date, Last Year...... 


Nw 





“TOM THUMB” 











G xv Productions) 
P d.—George Pal 
D George Pal 
Russ Tamblyn Alan Young, Terry 
Thor sage Sellars 
Started No 25 
“NOWHERE TO Go” 
(Ealing Films 
Prod Michael Balcon 
Dir Seth Holt 
George Nader, Bernard Lee 
‘Started Dec, 9) 

Y Y ‘_ ~~ 
UNITED ARTISTS 
Starts, This Year.......... 2 
This Date, Last Year..... = 

“THE EXTRA EDGE” 
(Hammer Film Productions and Seven 


Arts Productions 
Shooting in Berlin) 

Prod Michael Carreras 

Dir Robert Aldrich 
Chandler, Jack Palance, 
Carol 
(Starts Feb. 17) 


“THE HORSE'S MOUTH” 
(Knightsbridge Films) 
Prod.John Bryan 
Dir Ronald Neame 
Alec Guiness, Kay Walsh 
(Started Jan. 20) 


Martine 





WARNER BROS. 


Starts, This Year.......... 1 
This Date, Last Year...... 0 





be caer ri 
nley Donen 
Donen 


Cary Grant 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


| Senator Irwin Pakula, and Assemblyman Anthony P. Savarese, Jr., 
Republicans of Queens, have re-presented to the New York State Leg- 
islature a bill amending the Labor Law, to permit women over 21 
| engaged in the processing or editing of films for television or newsreel 

ie to work more than the prescribed number of hours, but “in no 
events” in excess of 48 hours in any week. 

Governor Averell Harriman vetoed a similar measure on April 26 
last, because it went beyond the problem sought to be alleviated: 
women working in emergencies connecting with the processing or edit- 
ing of films. 

The Labor Department, whose head, Isadore Lubin, contended the 
bill’s phraseology would permit conditions to which he had not agreed, 
asserted it only permitted an employer to work female employees 
for “an unl number of hours two days in any one work week,” 
but also made an exemption for the processing of “all” film. It would 
not be solely the processing of “newsreel film as had initially been 
sought by industry.” 

The Labor Dept. feared that approval of the act would be the 


not 


imited 


this 
“fore- 





runner” of many additional requests, as well as the introduction of 
similar legislation for other industries like affected by the present 
provisions of the law.” 

Governor Harriman promised that if a bill were resubmitted which 


and still afforded 
would give it 


nature of the problem, 
female employees,” he 


‘solely’ met the emergency 
“the necessary protection to 
consideration. 
The measure, said last year to have union support, would take effect 
immediately 
vities of the Singapore-based Cathay Organization are 
outlined in a booklet the company has just turned out. Writ- 
ten in three languages—English, Chinese and Malayan—it gives an in- 
sight on this production-distribution-exhibition firm’s scope in the 
southeast Asia amusement industry. 


Many sided acti 
108-page 


Paper-bound volume points out that the company had its origin in 
1935 as Associated Theatres Ltd. Completion of the Pavilion Theatre in 
Kuala Lumpur, and the Cathay Cinema, Singapore, in 1939 formed the 
nucleus of what is now the Cathay Organization—a chain of some 50 
first-run houses in Malaya, Sarawak, Borneo, Brunei and Bangkok. 
| »Most of the outfit’s expansion took place after the end of World War 
II. It absorbed several circuits, made a partnership arrangement with 
the Rank Organization, set up distribution and production divisions 
and even entered the hotel business. This “story of achievement” is 
concisely told amid a profusion of color plates of some 10 femme stars, 
all of whom are under contract to the Cathay group. 

Cathay, which is headed by Loke Wan Tho, controls the Keris Film 
Studios in Singapore and also produces in Hongkong, To date it’s turned 
out more than 40 pictures, mostly in Mandarin and Cantonese. Its dis- 
tribution division releases Chinese, French, Malay, American and other 
films to Cathay as well as other circuits 

Not only does the booklet tell the Cathay story, but it obviously is a 
revenue producer too. For its pages are replete witn full-page ads rang- 
ing from whiskies and watches to airconditioning and autos. 





NBC's Berlin correspondent Gerhardt (Gary) Stindt’s father, Bruno 
Stindt, who died recently at 69 in his native Berlin, was a pioneer news- 
reel cameraman in 1909 for Pathe Freres which was when he opened 
the first cinema in Berlin. He was Germany’s only civilian newsreel 
war correspondent-cameraman in World War I; in the early days he 
used to accompany Kaiser Wilhelm on his trips throughout Europe. 
Outspokenly anti-Nazi, he was sidetracked in 1941 until war's end when 
the American militzry government called on him in 1945 to help set 
up the first postwar U.S. State Dept.-sponsored German newsreel, “Welt 
im Film” (The World in Films), where he was chief cameraman. A 
serious automobile accident in 1949 forced him to give up his news 
work 

In the early 1920s he represented Pathe News and was one of a group 
of cameramen who helped Emanuel Cohen establish Paramount News 
for which he traveled all over the globe. Among his outstanding news 
| stories were the 1919 Revolution, the first flight of the Zeppelin, Cham- 
; berlain and Levine's transoceaniec flight arrival in Germany and back 
to the U.S. in record time (it took seven days in 1927), the famed Mu- 
nich and Godesberg meetings between Hitler, Chamberlain, D-ladier 
and Mussolini, and others. 





Al Sokolsky, owner of a small Chi nabe house, is as gloomy as they 
come. Even if the city’s 3° amusement tax is recinded, he thinks it 
will only forestall the doom of doom of operators his size. The Ameri- 
can film critic Ann Marsters quoted him seeing a future in which 
only the large downtown theatres will survive, playing only important 
pix at a $2.50 tarriff per head Sokolsky’s sentiment isn’t new, 
really, but, reaching print as it did, points up the morose outlook of 
most Chi exhibitors to the lay folks. 

Sokolsky said Hollywood doesn’t give a hoot about small operators. 
“I think they may want the death of the theatres, which would leave 
| them free to produce primarily for television and would eliminate 
one of the main oppositions to pay-as-you-see tv. Certainly pay-tv 
would mean a fortune to producers and I don’t think we can figure it 
much Jonger, because you can't stop progress.” Sokolsky said he 
hadn't showed a profit in over a year. 





Jack Winocour, former U.S. correspondent for the London Picture 
| Post and a specialist in picture journalism, has devised a new format 
|for theatre programs applicable to the two-a-day blockbuster films. 
Instead of the usual photos and biographies of the cast. Winocour 
| provides historical and film-making background in text ‘and pictures. 
For example, his program for the new Superscope version of Laurence 
Olivier’s “Henry V,” which the J. Asthur Rank Organization is re-re- 
leasing, contains information on the making of the picture, historical 
notes on the battle of Agincourt, the development of the long bow as 
a weapon, and information about the Globe Theatre in Shakespeare’s 
time. 

According the Winocour, his objective is raise the level of the film 
| program and “bring it in line with public tastes which have been edu- 
| cated by the big picture magazines.” 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Hollywood for first 
time since establishment of the Documentary Awards in 1942, t y-passes 
|the short subject in this classification this year. For the Feature Doc- 
umentary Award, three films are nominated: “Torero,” Producciones 
| Barbachano Ponce (Mexican), distributed by Columbia Pictures, Manu- 
el Barbacano Ponce, producer; “On the Bowery,” Lionel Rogosin Pro- 


ductions, Film Representations Inc., Lionel Rogosin, producer; “Al- 
bert Schweitzer,” Hill and Anderson Productions, Louis de Rochemont 
Associates, Jerome Hill, producer. 





Cinerama statisticians gave this report on the original widescreen 
medium’s fifth anniversary in Detroit: Each of the three productions 
have established long-run records, “This is Cinerama,” 100 weeks; 
“Cinerama Holiday,” 78 weeks and “Seven Wonders of the World,” 
79 weeks; viewers numbered 4,420,000, 1,768,000 of them frem outside 
jthe Detroit area; biz at the Music Hall, located in an off-the-main- 
|stem downtown location, has rejuvenated nabe. Newest, “Search for 
| Paradise” now is in its third week. 








——————————————— 
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“Lodge extends 


Heartiest congratulations to 
LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
Champagne Music 


Organization! 


*Sponsor of “Dodge Danting 
Party.” ABC-TV, Saturdays 
9-10 p.m. (E.T.) 


Co-sponsofof “Top Tunes and 
New Talent”. ABC-TV, Mondays, 
9.30-10:30 p.m. (E.T) 


i Dodge DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
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| Picture Grosses ses | 





Wonders’ Bows Out In 
Mpls. at Sock $19,000; 
‘Witness’ 8G, ‘Hills’ 5G 


Minneapolis, March 4. 

I out of one Cinerama pro- 
duction in favor of another this 
week copped the cream at the local 
boxoffice “Seven Wonders of 
World’ did jandoffice biz as tardy 
viewers took advantages of the last 





BROADWAY | 


Continued from page 9) 
alterations in seating capacity and 


arrangement of house for preem of | 


‘ARMS’ BOFF $12,000, | 
OMAHA; ‘WITNESS’ 7G 


Omaha, March 4 
product is being offset by | 
another weekend blizzard at down- 
| town first-runs this week. However, 
| biz is up at half the houses. “Fare- 
well To Arms” is socko at Orphe- 





| Strong 


‘i i um and may hold. “Witness For 
“Farewell to OARS” (20th) and | Prosecution” shapes smash at the 
. | Brandeis. “Cattle Empire” looms 


stageshow hit okay $30,000 in final 
three days past the fifth week. 
Fifth stanza was $43,000. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 50-$1.75)— 
“Raintree County” (M-G) (11th 
wk). This round winding tomorrow 
(Thurs.) looks like fine $17,000. The 
10th week was $18,000, with half 


| day out because of Loew's annual 


chance to see this “Search for 
Paradise which is supplanting 
this after a press preview, has a 
healthy advance. Otherwise, the | 


changeable weather from sharp 
cold to soaring temperatures has 
kept patrons out of the Loop. “‘Sev- | 
en Hil of Rome” is okay but 
“Lady Vakes A Flyer” shapes mild. 


“Cattle Empire” is another s!'ug- 
gish newcomer. “Witness For Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540: $1- 
Prosecution” shapes big in second | $1.50)\—“Old Yeller” (BV) (11th- 
Norld week final wk). The 10th week completed 
‘ yesterday (Tues.) was an amazing | 
eS a oe 50- | $7, 000, same as ninth week. “Love- 
$2.65) ‘Around World in 80 Days” | maker ‘T-L) opens March 10 
(UA Opened in July and still 1s Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-$2) 
traveling strong. Brisk $8,500. | — Last Paradise’ (UA). Initial | 
Last week, $8,000 stanza ending tomorrow (Thurs ) 
Century. (SW-Cinerama) (1.150; | }00ks like nice $18,000 or near for 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Search For Para- this foreign-made pic. Holds. In 
dise Cinerama), Opened today ahead, Quiet American” (UA) (3d 
(Tues Advance indicates nice | Wk-8 days), $9,000. 
takings. L ast week, “Seven Won-| Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
ders” (Cinerama) (83d wk), soared | $1.80-$3.50)—“Search for Para- 


to smash $19,000 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
“Seven Hills of Rome” (M-G). Sat- 


isfactory $5,000 or near. Last 
week, “Don't Go Near Water” 
(M-G) (9th wk), $5,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 85-90)—“Fare- 
well To Arms” (20th) (m.o.) (4th 
wk). After three weeks at Radio 
City, still looks lofty $5,000. Last 
week, “Man in Shadow” (U), 
$3,500 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 90-$1.25) 
—"Lady Takes Flyer” (U). Tepid 
$8,000. Last week, “Farewell To 
Arms” (20th) (3d wk), $8,200 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 75- 


90)-—~""Paths of Glory” (UA). Fairly 
good $9,000. Last week, “Bonjour 
Tristesse” (Col), $7,000 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 
“Giant From Unknown” 
and “She Demons” (Indie) 
$4,500. Last week, “Old Yeller” 
(BV 5th wk), $4,500 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)—‘Caf- 
tle Empire” (20th). Modest $5,000. 
Last week, “Gift of Love” (20th), 
$7.000 

Suburban World (Mann) (700; 85) 
—"Bride Is Much Too Beautiful” 
(Indie) (2d wk Fine $2,000. Last 
week, $3,500 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(2d wk). Strong $8,000. Last week, 
$9,000 


‘Rangers’ Okay $13,000, 
Denver; ‘Witness’ 11G, 2 


March 4 


75-90)— 
(Indie) 


Denver, 


lninth was $4,300 
| Elms” 


stockholders meeting on Feb. 27 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75) 
“Smiles of Summer Night” (Rank) 
(llth wk) The 10th frame ended 


Sunday (2) was smooth $4,500. The 
“Desire Under 


(Par) comes in March 12, 


| day-dating with Odeon. 


dise” (Cinerama) (24th wk). The 


23d round finished Saturday (1) was 


| 





| 


Fair | 


|looms as best new 


“Darby's Rangers” is okay at the 
Denver this week and best new- | 
come! However, most spots are 


slowing up because of six-inches 
of snow over weekend. “Farewell 
To Arms” is rated good in fourth 


round at the Centre. “Witness.Ffor 
Prosecution” still is fancy in sec- 
ond Paramount week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin ‘Fox 70-90) — 


(1,400; 
“Miracle of Marcelino” (Indie). 
Fine $6,000. Stays Last week, 


“Old Yeller” (BV) (9th wk), $2,500. 
Centre (Fox 1,247; 90-$1.50) 
“Farewell To Arms” (20th) (4th 
wk Good $8,000 or close. Last 

week, $11,500 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,429 
“Wild Is Wind” (Par) (3d wk) 
Modest $4,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
$9,000 


Denver (Fox) (2,586; 70-90) — 


70-90) | 


“Darby's Rangers” WB) and 
“Green-Eyed Blonde” (U). Okay | 
$13,000. Last week, “Going Steady” | 
(Col) and “Escape San Quentin” 
(Col $7.000 | 
Esquire (Fox 4 70-90)—“Sor- 
ceress Indie Modest $2. 000. 
Li veek Light Across Street” 
(indi t 2d wk $1,500 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,596; 70-90)— 
“Seven Hills of Rome” ‘(M-G) and 
“That Night l Lean $8,000. 
Last week, “Don't Go Near Water” 
M-G) and “Parson and Outlaw” 
(Col 4th wk), $7,500 
Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 90- 
$1.25 Witness for Prosecution” 
(UA) (2d wk Fancy $11,000. Last 
week, $18.000 


Tabor (Fox) (930: 70-90)—“Gold- | $16,300. Last week, $16,100. b 
en Age of Comedy” (DCA). Good | State (Loew) (3,500; 70-90) —j| 
$4.000. Last week. “God Created |“Witness for Prosecution” (UA) (2d 
Woman Kings) (5th wk), $3.000.| wk). Smart $15,000. Last week, 

Vogue Art (Sher-Shulman) (442; | $20,000. 
75-90)—"Mademoiselle Striptease” | Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 90-$1.25 
(Indie). Hep $2,000. Last week,|—‘Raintree County” (M-G) (4th 
“Stella” (Burs), $1,500. | wk). Fine $8,000. Last week, ditto. 


nice $27,300. The 22d week, $25,100 

World (Times) (400; 95-$1.50)— 
“Bride Is Much Too Beautiful” 
(Ellis) (7th wk). Sixth week ended 
Sunday (2) was solid $5,000. Fifth, 
$5,700. 


‘Cowboy’ Bangup $9,000, 
Port.; Woman’ Fast 66 


Portland, Ore., March 4 

First-run biz continues at a nice 
pace at many spots currently. 
God Created Woman” holds for 
sixth sexsational rounds at Guild 
and Fine Arts. “Witness For Pros- 
ecution” stays .socko in second 
week at Liberty. “Underwater 
Warrior” is not so good at Broad- 
way. “Cowboy,” solid at the Fox, 
entry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway ‘Parker) (1,875; $1- 

$1.50) — “Underwater Warrior” 


(M-G) and “Safecracker’ (M-G). 
Fair $5,500. Last week, “Lady 
Takes A Flyer” (U) and “Damn 
Citizen” (U). $4,200 

Fine Arts (Foster) (400; $1.25)— 
‘God Created Woman” (Kings) 


(6th wk), also at Guild. Sturdy 
$2.500. Last week, $2,800. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) 
— “Cowboy” (Col) and “Long 
Haul” (Col). Nifty $9,000 or better. 
Last week, “Farewell To Arms” 
(20th) (4th wk), $6,800. 

Guild (Foster) (425; $1.25) — 
“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(6th wk). Stout $3,500. Last week, 
$2,200. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,890; $1- 
$1.50) “Witness For Prosecution” 
(UA) and “Chicago Confidential” 
(UA) (2d wk). Sock $7,000. Last 
week, $9,600 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.50)\—“‘Crash Landing” (Col) and 
“Going Steady” (Col). Fair $6,000. 


Last week, “Gift Of Love” (20th) | 
and “Ride Violent Mile” (Indie), 
$5.800. 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; $1- 
$1.50)\—“Paths Of Glory” (UA) and 
“Spanish Affair” (Par). Mild $6,000 
Last week, “Wild Is Wind” (Par) 
and “Lost Lagoon” (UA), $5,200. 


CLEVELAND 


Continued from page 9) 
over. Last week, “Gun Fever” (UA) 
and “Female Animal” (UA), $5,000. 

Heights Art (925; 90-$1.25) — 
“Gervaise” (Cont) (2d wk). Fair 
$3,100 after $2,900 last week 

Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 90-$1.25 
—"“Old Yeller” (BV) (2d wk) Mod. 
est $10,000. Last week, $17,000 

Lower Mall (Community) (500: 
60-90) —“‘Garden of Eden” (Indie 
(2d wk). Average $3,200. Last 
week, $3,800. 

Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50 
—Around World in 80 Days” (UA 
(38th wk). Fine $9,000. Last week 
$7,000. 

Palace SW 
$1.25-$2.40) —“ 
| World” 


- Cinerama) (1,250 
Seven Wonders of 
(Cimerama) (5th wk). Okay 


“And | 


weak at the Omaha despite a world 
preem. “Raintree County” is still 
hotsy in third stanza at the State 
Estimates for 1 hfs Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.100; 75-90)— 
Witness For Prose: ution” (UA) 
Neat $7,000. Last week, “Paths of | 
Glory UA) and Bayou” (UA), 
$4,000 

Omaha (Tristates) 

“Cattle Empire” 
der Fire” (20th). Mild $4,500 
week, “Darby’s Rangers” 
“Gun Battle at Monterrey” 
$8.000 


2.066; 75-90) 
20th) and “Un- | 
Last 


Orpheum (Tristates) 
$1.25)—"Farewell To Arms” (20th). 
Lofty $12,000. Last week, “Deep 
| Six” (WB), $6,500 at 90c top. 
State (Goldberg) (850; 90-$1.25) 

“Raintree County” (‘M-G) (3d 
wk Stout $5,000 Last week, 
$7,000 


(2.980; 90- | 


~ CHICAGO 


Continued from page 9) 





(6th wk). Fine $20,000, Last week, 
$25,500 
Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 


“Seven Wonders” | 
Good $14,000. 
Now doing 12} 


$1.25-$3.40) — 
(Cinerama) (63d wk 
| Last week, $17,800. 
performances. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 75-90) _| 
“Quiet American” (UA) and “Dal- | 
ton Girls” (UA) (2d wk). Good $13,- | 
000 or close. Last week, $16,000 
State-Lake (‘B&K) (2,400: 90- 
$1.80) — “Cowboy” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $19,000. Last week, $24,000. 





Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.50) 
—“Golden Age of Comedy” (DCA) 
and “Fields Festival” (Teitel) (2d } 
|wk). Hotsy $6,700. Last week, 
$7,000 |" 

Todd's Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.75 - $3.30) “Around World” 


UA) (48th wk). 
week, $19,000, 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.50)—"‘Witness for Prosecution” | 
UA) (3d wk). Great $26,000. Last 
week, $28,000. 
| Woods (Essaness) 
$1.50) — “Bonjour Tristesse” 
(3d wk), Light $12,000, 
$20,000. 
World 
Week” 
week, 


Solid $18,800, Last 


(1,200; 90- 
(Col) 
Last week, 


(Indie) (606; 90)—‘Scarlet 
Sonney). Good $4,600. Last 
on reissue er _ 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
(Par) (2d wk). Sad $2,400. Last 
week, $3,900. 

Orpheum, 
(Metropolitan - FWC) 
| 1,715; 90-$1.50) — 
Prosecution” (UA) and “Hell 
Bound” (UA) (2d wk). Hefty $17,- 
000 or close. Last week, $24,800. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,106; 90-$1.50)— 


Hollywood, Uptewn 
(2,213; 756; 
“Witness for 


“Wild Is Wind” (Par) and “High 
Hell” Par) (2d Wk). Pleasing 
| $4,700. 


Four Star (UATC) (868; 90-$1.50) 
— “Bonjour Tristesse”’ (Col) (3d 
|wk). Okay $4,500, Last week, 
| $6,600. 
| Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—“All at Sea” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Springy $4,200. Last week, $4,800. 
Hollywood Paramount (F&M) (1,- 
468; $1.25-$2.40)—“Sayonara” (WB) 


(10th wk). Terrifie $18,000. Last 
week, $20,600. 

| Egyptian (UATC) (1,503; $1.25- 
| $3.50)—“Bridge on River Kwai” 
1(Col) (ith wk). 


Hotsy $19,000. 


Last week, $19,400 
| Leos Angeles, Fox Beverly, Loy- 
ola, Vogue (FWC) (2,097; 1,170; 1,- 
248; 825; $1.25-$2.40) — “Peyton 
Place” (20th) (7th wk, Los Angeles, 
12th wk, others). Torrid $26,000. 
Last week, $28,000. 


Downtown, Wiltern (SW) (1,757;|>= 


2,344; $1.25-$2.50)—‘10 Command- 
ments” (Par) (19th wk). Solid $11,- 
000 or near. Last week, $11,900. 
Warner Hollywood ‘(SW-Cine- 
ama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—‘‘Seven 
1 


| “Spring 


WB) and | “ 
(Aa), 1% 





Vonders of World” (Cinerama). 
Started 39th week Sunday (2) after | 
great $19,800 last week. | 
Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
$3.50)—“‘Around World in 80 Days” 
UA) (63d wk), Beefy $19,400, Last 
week, same. | 

Crest, Sunset (Lippert-Cohen) 
800; 540; $1.25-$1.50)\—“Bride Is 
Much Too Beautiful” (Indie). Nifty 
$8.500. Last week, “Last Bridge” 
Indie) (3d wk), $4,300. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; $1.25-$1.50) 
—‘French Are Funny Race” (Con) 
(2d wk), Dreary $1,000. Last week, 
| $1,400, 





‘Arms’ Smash $14,000, 
Prov.; ‘Hills’ 
Providence, March 4. 

Sock is the word for 


“Farewell To Arms,” pacing cits 
currently. State’s “Seven Hills of 
Rome” shapes lofty. Second week 


of “Wild Is Wind” at Strand is 
happy. “Darby's Rangers” at 
Majestic looks good. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80) —| 
“Farewell To Arms” (20th). Smash 
$14,000. Last week, “Snow White” 


BV) (reissue) (2d wk), $8,000 

Elmwood (Snyder) (745; 90-$1.25) | 
—‘‘Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(21st wk). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
$7,000 

Majestic (SW) (2.200: 65-80) — 
“Darby's Rangers” (WB) and 
Reunion” (WB). Good 
$7,000. Last week, “Peyton Place” 
(20th) (5th wk), $4,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3,200; 65-80) — 
Seven Hills of Rome” (M-G) and 
Happy Road” (M-G). Lotty $14.-| 
000 or near. Last week, “Don’t Go 
Near Water” (M-G) (3d wk), $7,500 
in 6 days 

Strand (National Realty) 
65-80)—" Wild 
wk). Happy 
$12,000. 

BOSTON 
(Continued from page 8) 
week, “Darby’s Rangers” (WB) and 
“Man From God’s Country” (AA), 

same. 

Gary (1,340; 
— “Bridge On River 
(10th wk). Stout 
week,, ditto. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 

“Gervaise’ (Cont) (7th wk). 
Nifty $6,000. Last week, $7,000. 


(2,200; 
Is Wind” (Par) (2d 
$8,000. First week, 


(Sack) $1.50-$2.75) 
Kwai” (Col) 
$18,000. Last 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75- 
$1. 10) —- “My Man Godfrey” (U) 
and “Violators” (U). Oke $14,009. 


Last week, “Snow White” (BV) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), $22,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 90- 


$1.25)—“Farewell to Arms” (20th) 


| (4th wk). Nice $16,500. Last week, 
$18,000. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60- 
$1.10) — “House of Wax” and 
‘Phantom Rue Morgue” (reissues). 
Okay $15,000 or over. Last week, 


“Darby's Rangers” 
From God's 
$11,000. 

Pilgrim (NET) 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
‘Scared Stiff’ (Par) (reissues). 
| Great $9,000. Last week, “Sing Boy 
Sing,” (20th) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Trans-Lux (Trans-Lux) (730; 75- 
$1.10/\—“Wife For Night” (Indie) 
and “The Bed” (Indie). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Respectful Prostitute” 
(Indie) and “Lover Boy” (Indie) 
(4th wk), $3,000. 

Saxon (Saxon) (1,100; $1.50- 
$3.30) — “Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (47th wk). Slick $17,- 

(2,900; 75- 


500. Last week, $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) 
$1.25) — “Don’t Go Near Water” 
(M-G) (3d wk), Wham $17,000. Last 
week, $20,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25)— 
“Witness For Prosecution” (UA) 
(2d wk). Smash $25,000. Last week, 
$31,000. 


(WB) and “Man 
Country” (AA), 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
Prosecution” (UA) and “Spanish 
Affair” (Par). Good $9,000. Stays. 
Last week, “Farewell to Arms” 
(20th) (4th wk), $6,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.25)—“Raintree County” (M-G), 
(4th wk). Hep $5,000. Last week, 


$6,800. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
$1.25)—“7 Hills of Rome” (M-G) 
(2d wk-5 days). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, $7,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90- 
$1.25)—“Female Animal” (U) and 
“Day of Bad Man” (U). Held only 
two days because of intervening 
Symphony and other stage bills. 
Mild $6,000 in 8 days. 

Paramount (Fox-Evergreen) 
(3,107; 95-$1.50)—“Wild Is Wind” 
(Par) and “Lost Lagoon” (UA). Dull 
$5,000. House closed too long, and 
it’s hurting. Last week, “Gift of 
Love” (20th) (2d wk), $4,000. 


“‘Masses-Are-Asses’ 


= Continued from page 5 


laughter, Mrs. Davis said: “I mean 
donkeys. I didn’t mean to use a 
vile word.” 

Moving into the subject of the 
| company’s failure to pay dividends, 
| Mrs. Davis asked prexy Joseph R. 
Vogel “why don't you give us a lit- 
tle hope? If not a money dividend, 
why not send us another share of 
stock, it’s only paper anyway.” 
Vogel urged her to be a “little pa- 
tient.” 

On the subject of economy, Mrs. 
Davis suggested that the company 
follow her example. “If I can’t 
afford meat, I cook soup,” she said. 











Ditto 


Albee’s 


(1,000; 65-95) —|} 


|FRENCH WON'T BUY 
| FILM HOUSES IN US. 


Paris, Feb. 25. 
Reported here that two top level 
| meetings between Jacques Flaud, 
| head of Centre Du Cinema; and 
| leading French film producers yes- 
terday practically have decided that 
| leasing or buying cinemas in the 
| U. S. was not the way to treat the 
growing Yank outlets for foreign 
films. Besides the fact that Fina- 
| cinef did not have the necessary 
money for such a theatre buying 
program, it was felt that coin would 
| be better spent in enlarging the 
present French Film Office in N. Y. 
| That is, it wouid keep producers 
| informed on Yank tastes, need of 
how many prints, and leave the 
American market primarily a free 
trade area and work directly with 
| the Yank indie distribs. 

| 


. s 
| Paris Fashions 
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had 
Boussae called 


stake on Yves Saint-Laurent 
paid off. Backer 
for champagne. 
Saint-Laurent’s “trapeze line” 
(the geometric trapeze)—not the 
flying kind as confused Americans 
misunderstood it—looks as simple 
as a child’s dress; but the interior 


engineering, in Dior's tradition, is 
a masterpiece of architecture: ver- 
tical seams, horizontal darts, hid- 


den linings, strategic bones, stiffen- 
ing. Whatever the lady’s shape, 
she can't miss being a glamour- 
girl in a trapeze. Slanted from 
spare shoulders to wide hem, the 
newsiest item is the super-casual 
“smock” dress, stripped of all chi- 
chi, only vaguely fitted around the 
bosom and barely hitting the 
knees. Suits are built on double 
trapeze effects: exciting little jack- 
ets are worn over short conical 
skirts, and stiffened to keep their 
shape. Two-piece dresses with the 
trapeze-secret flare will give a lot 
of headaches to 7th ave. adapters! 
In the evening, girls are as roman- 
tic and fragic as porcelain dolls, in 
prim, white, little-gir] dresses or 
|in vaporous sheers. Every detail 
| —perfection! 

Paris is getting women out of 
sacks. Already, the men are cheer- 
ing; they could never stand them 
anyway. How could a sack ever be 
a symbol of elegance? The big 
feature now is the dressed-up 
chemise that indicates the figure, 
“At last we have it under control” 
the couturiers say (whatever that 
means!). The chemise with a high 
waist, the chemise with a balloon 
top, the strategically draped chem- 
ise—they puff, they billow, they 
flare, and are different at each 
house; but everywhere they are 
short or shorter. The fashion eds 
lost no time in pulling up their 
own skirts, displaying a hitherto 
unsuspected variety of knees. Busi- 
ness is looking way up for the 
hosiery and panty boys; ruffled 
chiffon panties are already on sale 
in the boutiques. 

Interest is in the back for short- 
jacketed suits and snazzy dresses 
in all rainbow colors. The puffed, 
biown-up backs are this year’s seal, 
and it’s when a girl walks out of the 
room that you can tell whether 
she’s got her 1958 model or not. 
Anyway, it’s guaranteed to make 
the men turn around. 

A definite hit: the Baby Doll 
dress. These hang in a great cir- 
cular flare like loose nighties, and 
stop at the knees: sometimes 
shaped in front, sometimes not 
shaped at all: Give a quick flip of 
the skirt, and the girls are prac- 
ticaliy back in kindergarten. 

Paris has been handed over to 
the Jeunesses Doree. The boys in 
their twenties: Givenchy, Pierre 
Cardin (a new rising star), Guy 
Laroche and Yves Saint-Laurent 
} prodded on by friends of their own 
age: Francoise . Sagan, Brigitte 
Bardot and Bernard Buffet (who 
did not miss a premiere, and was 
the only one allowed to make 
sketches). Very soon, some of 
some of these boys’ avant-garde 
ideas will be toned down and 
adapted by such skilled and experi- 
enced couturiers as Pierre Bal- 
main, Lanvin-Castillo, Griffe, 
Heim. 

Yves Saint-Laurent is about to 
be called up for his military serv- 
ice and put into uniform—but here 
is the question. Will the French gov- 
ernment be willing to pass up the 
hard dollars this boy will bring 
to Franee? After all, when a man 
is able to put so many women into 
uniforms of his own creation, 
what’s another uniform more or 
less? 

















Wednesday, March 5, 1958 VARIETY 25 





Plymouth’ 
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proudly salutes 


LAWRENCE WELK... 


6 


o” 


* 


, x 
\K 
“Se 


\y 
A 
&. 
+ 


America’s 


No. 1 TV favorite! 
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*Co-sponsoring Lawrence Welk’s 

“Top Tunes and New Talent” 
program. Mondays — ABC-TV Network, 
9:30-10:30 p.m. (E.T) 
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Cries Out Against ‘New Isolationism’ 


Johnston Bespeaks Vital Necessity of Free-Flowing 


| 


International Trade 


+ 


Washington, March 4. 
Fervent support for the proposed 
ension of the Recipro- 


cal Trae Agreement Act was 
voiced here last week by Eric 
Johnston, president of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn, Johnston 
was testifying before the House 
Wa ind Means Committee at a 
time hen “protectionist” forces | 
appeared to have made some head 
way in their battle against exten- 
Blonh 

“Reciprocal trade is essential to 
our domestic economy,” stated 
Johnston. “There is no doubt it 
causes dislocations. These occur in 
evel competitive marketplace. 
But infinitely greater and in- 
curable the dislocations if we were 
to return to the days of the Smoot- 
Hawley tariff! I can think of noth- 


that would so surely and 


ing eise 


quickly smash our American econ- 
om\ 

Reciprocal trade, Johnston told 
the committee, has made the U. S. 


the greatest international trader in 
the world’s history. “The very 
core of our success is reciprocity. 
If we don't buy, we can’t possibly 
sell,” he argued, adding “We need 
stability in our total trade policy. 
An unstable trade policy does not 
just pull out the rug from under 
our friends abroad. It invites re- 
ciprocal rug pulling against us. 
The jive-year extension will achieve 
that vital stability.” 


OLD FILMS REVIVING 
BETTE DAVIS VOGUE 





Showing 
sion is creating a 
fans for some of the fading film 
idols of the past. According to 
Bessie Little, editor of 
mag Screen Stars, she has been re- 
ceiving requests from teenagers 
to run stories and pictures of Bette 
Davis and other screen stars whose 
pictures are now appearing regu- 
larly on television. 

Miss Little cites this interest in 
detailing the “boo-boo” Hollywood 


made in selling its old films to tele- | 


vision. She feels that these pix 
“certainly would have done exceed- 
ingly well if they had been rerun 
in local neighborhood theatres.” As 
another example of Hollywood's 


mistake, Miss Little points to the 
tremendous interest of the eight 
to 11 set when “Heidi,” starring 
Shirley Temple, appeared on tv. 
Miss Little is convinced that if 
“Heidi” had played in local thea- 
tres throughout the country, “il 


would have been a sellout.” 


Indoctrinating Kurt Unger 


For His London Chores' 


When 
London 
America 
previoush 
ed Artists production in Great 
Britain. For that reason he has 
been in New York and is currently 
in Holly, ood for further indoc- 
trination 


Kurt Unger returns to 
from his firsttime trip to 
will, as reported here 


he 


Unger was longtime sales chief 
for UA in Italy, via its D.E.A.R. 
distribution affiliate, so the switch- 
over into production is a shift also 
in occupational responsibilities as 


well as geography. Myron Karlin, 
long with Metro in Germany, has 
since been designated as Unger’s 
successor with UA in Rome 

“The Devil's Disciple,” Hecht- 
Hill-Lancaster production for UA 
release, will be the first to come 
under Unger’s preduction orbit as 
the company’s liaison, It will also 
mark Mare Spiegel's bow with 


H-H-L as general European pro- 
duction rep after a longtime spot 
as Paris rep for the Motion Pic- | 
ture Export Assn 


of old films on televi- | 
new group of, 


the fan | 


assume charge of Unit- | 





| 
| 








‘Ne Yr Tat 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center ¢ Cl 6-4600 
“THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV” 
tarnog YUL BRYNNER 
MARIA SCHELL » CLAIRE BLOOM 


An M-G-M Release - in METROCOLOR 
ond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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Oscar’s Tab: $850,000 
Hollywood, March 4. 

Breakdown in expenditures 
for the overall cash outlay of 
$850,000, cost of the Academy's 
upcoming 30th annual Oscar 
sweepstakes, has been revealed 
by treasurer Fred Metzler 





NBC time and related ex- 
penses—$400,000. 
Sets, orch, use of Pantages 


| Theatre and construction of a 
new press pavilion—$400,000. 
| Voting and tabulation ma- 
| chinery, and screening of nom- 
inated films for Academy 
members, plus related costs 

| $150,000 

Promotion—$100,000. 


A Federal Loan 


For Pic House 








| 


Minneapolis, March 4 

After supposedly being available 
for nearly two years, a government 
loan to an exhibitor in this terri- 
tory—one for a substantial amount 
—is now being processed, accord- 
ing to R. C. Alm, federal small 
business administrator here. The 
chances for the application going 
through are good, he believes. 

The money in this instance is 
desired to remodel and improve 
three theatres, he says. 

Since exhibitors became eligible 
|for such loans, Alm asserts he 
has received only about six inquir- 
ies and in no case was any of 
| these followed through. 





May Get Okay 


Several | 











Film Row Clips 


PITTSBURGH 











=] 


Butler, Pa. City Council re- 
pealed its amusement tax, which 
has been steadily declining as a 


}source of revenue for the commu- 


nity. It originally brought in $10,- 
000 a year, then fell off to $7,500 
and is expected to be considerably 


less than that for ‘57 


| William Basle, of Basle Broth- 
ers Theatres, to build new ozoner 
at Donaldsons Crossroads on 
Route 19 adjoining his Mt. Leba- 
non Drive-In 

Jack Balmer, for several years 
manager of Exposition Hall in 
Omaha, resigned to join staff of 

Ice Capades He’s the son of 


James G. Balmer, Harris circuit 
executive for nearly 50 years 4 
Thomas A. Bello, Nanty-Glo ex- 


hibitor since 1932 and a leading 

business man there, elected a di- 

rector of Nanty-Glo State Bank 
Local branch of National Thea- 


i tre Supply merged with Alexander 
(RCA) Theatre Supply. Alexander 
firm is headed by Tom McCleary, 
who had been with RCA prior to 
| joining with Sam Fineberg and the 
|late James Alexander. 

A Moe) Silver, zone man- 
lager for SW Theatres here, and 
| his wife, Lily Jay Silver, whose 
| first novel, “Shadow Or Sun,” has 
| just been published, left for annual 
month-long vacation in Palm 
Beach. 


The new Rocky Mountain Screen 
Club, with clubrooms on film row, 
will hold an election soon after | 
| March Bs | 


| Stanley Dixon will operate the | 
Valley drive-in, Hotchkiss, Colo., 

| this year 

| Atlas Theatres is closing the} 


| Salida, Salida, Colo., for an indefi- 
nite period; house will be face- 
lifted while shuttered. | 

V. J. Dugan, formerly branch | 
| manager here for 20th-Fox, out of | 
| the business for three years, named 
|city salesmanager for company in 
Cleveland. 

Ralph Batschelet, head of con- 
cessions for Fox Inter-Mountain | 
| Theatres, named manager of the} 
Mayan, with the concessions post 
left vacant. 


| 
| 
| 





| persons desiring to borrow govern- | the 


ment money with which to buy 
theatres were turned down as not 


eligible. 


exhibitors can comply with 
stiff requirements for such small 


| : 
business government loans and 


| they're discouraged from applying | Federal. 


for same. 


‘UP T0 US, COMPANIES 





| 

participate in this year’s Cannes, 
| Berlin, Venice and Brussels film 
| festivals, but will leave it up to 
| the individual companies to decide 
on whether or not to enter the 
rest. 

International Federation of Film 
Producers Assns. puts fest into thre 
two main categories: (1) Recorn- 
mended (which this year includes 
the big festival plus Brussels, and 
(2) Recognized (which in 1958 takes 
in, for the first time, an American 
competition at San Francisco 
well as a Soviet one at Leningrad) 

Difference is that, where MPEA 
| goes in under an “industry” head- 
jing, it also allocates a budget for 


as 


| publicity, imports stars where pos-| 


sible, ete. 

The companies have always been 
somewhat cool to the idea of an 
| American fest, and this feeling con- 
tinues despite the splash made by 
| the Frisco event last year. The dis- 
| tribs don't see where they stand 


to gain a lot via an American fest, | 


and MPEA prefers each company 
to follow its own lights in the mat- 
ter. 





| . 
- Stanley Quits Troy Lease 
Albany, March 4. 

| American, a 700-seat theatre in 
Troy dark for approximately five 
years, has been turned back to its 
/owner, by Stanley Warner circuit 
—on expiration of a lease. 

The house, which usually played 


subsequent-run product, is a block | 


{from the 
ace situation 


Troy, Stanley Warner's 
in the Collar City 
American outside display cases 
had been used to advertise 1 
Troy, since the former closed 
Frank Damis, aide to General 
| Manager Harry Kalmine, 
}other SW men were in Troy 
| the turnback. 


e 


and 
for 


. 


Industry members say that few | department, 
the | 


ON FESTIVAL POLICY 


Motion Picture Export Assn. will | 


Hank Fischer, booker for 
southern district of Fox Inter- 
Mountain Theatres, returned to his 
|former post in the film statistical 


with Si Saunders, 
northern district booker, taking 


|}over southern district also. 

| Pete Anselmo, manager of West 
drive-in, set as manager of the 
succeeding Luke Petry, 
who has been moved to the West- 
| wood. There he takes post vacated 
| by James Ecker, who became office 
;manager and auditor for Buena 
Vista, 


KANSAS CITY 

New manager at Rockhill Thea- 
tre is Ross Caccavale. He’s in from 
Columbus, O., where he was named 
to job at homeoffice of Little Art 
Theatres, which operates the Rock- 
hill. Former manager Al Koddad 
is leaving the industry 

Motion Picture Assn. of Greater 
Kansas City elected Richard Orear, 
veepee of Commonwealth Thea- 
tres Inc., as prexy for 1958, being 
chosen by the directors at their 
first 1958 meeting. Orear succeeds 
en a Hartman, booking agency 
1ead, 

Howco. International Pictures 
opened ar exchange on film row 
with Robert Carnie manager. Ar- 
rangements were Nade_ through 
visit here of W. C. Kroeger, mid- 
“— district manager, out of Mem- 
phis. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Marion Walker, manager of Unit- 
;}ed Paramount's Minot, N. D., thea- 
| tre, granted year’s leave of absence 
to take his ailing wife to California. 


DENVER | 





| Circuit owner Eddie Ruben com- 
|muting between Minneapolis and | 
Miami, Fla., in which latter place 
his family is hibernating. 

Reid H. Ray, Twin Cities’ ad} 
film and trailers producer, elected | 
national treasurer of Society of | 
Motion Pictures and_ Television | 
| Engineers; he’s served four years | 
on board of governors, 

Local Warner Bros. salesman | 
Don Urquhart promoted to Denver 
branch 
joins the exchange here to replace 
nim 

With majority of loop cinemas | 
upping admissions frequently, | 
Minneapolis American Assn. ball | 
club has announced a price tilt, too, 
for coming season from $1.75 to 
$2 top 

Many out-of-town newspapers 
igain editorially appealing to pub- | 
lic for better cinema support so 
hat showhouses will not have to 
shutter. | 





‘FIX-VIA-PR’ RUMORS 
MAR FOREIGN PRIZES 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Last week’s Golden Glohe awards 
by the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Assn. have blown up a storm sig- 
nalized by the resignation of for- 
mer prexy Henry Gris from the 
Assn.’s board on charges by him 
that “certain awards are being 

given more or less as favors.” 
Current Assn, head Fred Porges, 





after a meeting Saturday with the | 


current board, refused to be drawn 
into the controversy stating only 
that “all awards presented . 
were given in accordance with the 
rules and regulations of our Asso- 
ciation.” 
Tradesters had 


asked “howcum 


| killed 


‘Lobby of One Vs. 
Adult Tag; Nixed 
By Maryland 


Baltimore, March 4. 
Bill designed to establish a new 
kind of censorship here—one which 
would specify the permissibility of 
pictures for adults and those for 
children (16 and under)—was 
this week following the 


| usual maneuvering on both the pro 


sO many award winners were the 
clients of one public relations 
firm?” Gris explained that while} 


in some categories voting was done 
by 


Assn., in others winners were 


the whole membership of the) 


named by the board which he said | 


had been shunted aside by Porges 
who presented award-winners for 
approval only. 





Foreign Press 
| World Awards 


March 4. 








Hollywood, 


Hollywood Foreign Press Assn. | 


kudosed Jony Curtis and Doris 
Day with its “Henrietta” awards, 


and con sides. 

Measure had been given the 
support of the Catholic Church. On 
the opposite end was the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, as repre- 
sented by Manning (Tim) Clagett. 

3ill first was killed in a Senate 
committee and a full House vote 
was taken last Tuesday (25) where 
it was voted down 59 to 57. Advo- 
eates of the rating censorship 
brought the measure up for recon. 
sideration the following day when 
it ' st by a vote of 71 to 40. 

Siate Legislature adjourns March 
6 and unless there’s some last- 
minute device to revive the matter, 
which is a remote possibility, the 
idea of rating pictures is dead. 

Church pressure for the bill was 
intense over the past couple of 
months. Because of warious court 
| decisions, the Maryland state cen- 

sor, while still in existence, is 
| barely effective and the rating sys- 
| tem was designed to provide a new 
ower. 
| Strangely enough, while Catholic 
|}elements were strong in pushing 


signifying the world’s favorite ac-| the measure, it was the film indus- 


entation held here last week. 


Buddy Adler, 20th-Fox produc- | 


tion veepee, copped the annual 


Cecil B. DeMille Award for “out-| 
standing achievement and contri-| 


butions to the industry.” Excess of 
900 persons attended ceremonies in 
the Cocoanut Grove, where 29 
presentations were made for mo- 
tion pictures plus four for televi- 
sion. 

Columbia Pictures netted the 
most awards among companies in 
categories relating to specific pro- 
ductions. It won four prizes to 
Metro’s three and one each for 
Warner Bros., 20th-Fox and 
United Artists. 

Curtis and Miss Day were given 
the “Henrietta” awards based on 
polls conducted by newspapers, 
magazines, radio and tv stations, 
and in theatres in the 58 countries 
throughout the world represented 
in Hollywood by members of the 
HFPA., 


|tor and actress, at org’s 15th an-/|try that was accused of operating 
|nual Golden Globe awards pres-! 4 potent lobby. This accusation was 


| made in the Catholic Review, dio- 
cesan weekly published in Balti- 
more. 

The “lobby” was Clagett, he be- 
ing the only film industry rep who 
was openly fighting the bill, al- 
though, of course, he did have the 
support of theatremen in the area, 

Bill was feared by all exhibs 
throughout the state, the fear hav- 
ing been based on the possibility 
that many pictures such as the 
“horror” product would get the 
adults-only tag whereas these have 
particular appeal for children. 

Action came after long and 
laugh-sprinkled debate in which 
Bill of Rights, Ten Commandments 
and Brigitte Bardot were given 
special mention. The 59-57 vote up- 
held unfavorable report attached 
earlier to measure by House Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

The bill, which had the backing 
|of C. Morton Goldstein, chairman 
| of the three-member State Board 





The other awards are based on|of Motion Picture Censors, would 
the voting of the membership of | have given the Board the right to 


the association. They are: 
7 GOLDEN GLOBES 
Best Picture—“Bridge On the River | 


Kwai,” Sam Spiegel-Columbia. 

Best Actor (Dramatic)—Alec Guinness, 
“Bridge on River Kwai.” 

Best Actress (Dramatic)—Joanne Wood- 
ward, “Three Faces of Eve,” 20th-Fox 

Best Direction—David Lean, 
on River Kwai.” 

Best Actor (Comedy 
Frank Sinatra, “Pal J 
Sidney-Columbia 
_ Best Actress (Comedy or Musical)—Kay 
Kendall, “Les Girls,” Sol C. Siegei- 
MGM. 

Best Picture (comedy or musical) — 
“Les Girls,” Siegel-MGM. 

Best Supporting Actor—Red Buttons, 
“Sayonara,” William Goetz-Warners. 

Best Supporting Actress—Elsa Lan- 
chester, “Witness for the Prosecution,” 
Edward Small-Arthur Hornblow-UA. 

Best Film Promoting International Un- 
derstanding—"The Happy Road,” Gene 
Kelly, producer-director-star, MGM. 

“International Stardom” awards were 
were made to Sandra Dee, Carolyn Jones, 
Diane Varsi, James Garner, John Saxon 
and Pat Wayne for “graduating” from 
U._S. stardom to international stardom. 

Best Foreign films were said to be the 
German “Confessions of Felix Krull,” 
Filmaufbeu Co.; Japanese “The Y 
Crow,” Shochiku Co.; Mexican “Tizok,” 
Makouk Co.; British “Woman in a Dress- 
~— Gown,” J. me Rank-Warners. 

PECIAL AWARDS WENT TO THE 
FOLLOWING: 

Hugo Friedhofer—For bettering stand- 
ard of motion picture music by consist- 
ently five scores over the past 25 years. 

ZsaZsa Gabor—1957’s most glamorous 
actress. 

Bob Hope-—Goodwill ambassador. 

Leroy Prinz—1957’s outstanding chore- 
ographer. 


oey,” Essex-George 


| bar children from attending films 
which could incite them to im- 
morality or crime and also given 
the Board the right to levy fines on 
| exhibitors guilty of violations. 

A companion Senate bill, is still 


“Bridge | before the Judiciary Proceedings 
or Musical) — | Committee but chances of it being 


passed before close of session on 
Thursday are virtually nil since 
action of one house largely deter- 
mines action of other on compane- 
ion bills. 

Only in event of sufficient agita- 
tion and confidence on part of 
backers that feeling has shifted in 
House of Delegates, would there 
be'a likelihood of Senate passing 
the bill. 

Still in the air and considered 
more of a threat by opponents is 
House Bill 140 now w:th Judiciary 
Committee which reads: “It shall 
be unlawful for any. person to 
knowingly exhibit to a minor une 
der the age of 16 years a motion 
picture film any part of which is 
obscene, or the tendency of which 
is to corrupt morals.” 

Measure sets fines of $100 for 
first offense and $1,000 for each 
subsequent conviction, with jail 
terms of up to 30 days for the first 





George Sidney—“Contributions to world 
entertainment through musical motion | 
pictures.” 

Jean Simmons—‘“most versatile actress | 
of 1957.’ 

TV awards made by the group were to 
Eddie Fisher Show (NBC) as best musical 
show; 
best mystery; 
new 


Mike 


Wallace (ABC), best | 
interviewer, 


and to Jack Benny as 





Rank Invades St. Louis 


Rank Film _ Distributors of | 
office for the St. Louis territory 
and has appointed 
Mantle to head it. 
This brings to 16 the number of | 
RFDA branch offices in the U. S.| 
Mantle reports te regional man- 
ager, Sam Gorelick, in Chicago. 


manager; Perry Smoot re- | outstanding comedian and comedy show. | consideration 


| America has opened a new branch| this_ bill, 


and up to six months for subse- 
quent offenses. 


Among opponents of this one is 
| Goldstein who calls it ‘terribly con- 
| fusing” and almost impossible to 
Alfred Hitchcock Presents (CBS), | administer and enforce. 


He contends that bill now under 
would turn over 
censorship to local police and then 


ito the courts and would make in- 
| dividual exhibitor his own censor, 


And, he further contends, under 
films licensed by the 
Board of Censors and thereby 


Clifford M.| labeled free of obscenity and im- 
| morality might be termed immoral 


and obscene by the police and 


| courts, bringing them into conflict 


with the Board and the law as it 
now stands. 
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Editorials Call TV Toll-Bigoted 


| 


In the whole, long controversy over the authorization of over-the- 
air tollvision tests, promoters of the pay systems have enjoyed strong 
support from newspaper editorial writers all over the country. Main 
theme is that anything new, good or bad, should be allowed to com- 


pete for public favor. 
Virtually every important paper 
on the subject of pay-tv, and while 


in the country has expressed itself 
some don’t care much for the idea 


of the home boxoffice, most still think it ought to have its fair testing. 
N.Y. Times some Sundays ago said that “To suggest that the pro- 
moters of toll tv are embarking on some undemocraiic scheme be- 


cause they want 
much nonsense.” 
too much” in their 
stillborn 


“frantic” dete 


to-use the airwaves for personal profit 
It felt that the opposiiion networks are “protesting 


is just so} 


rmination to make sure pay-tv is 


Denver Post, taking apart the networks’ arguments, said that “Un- 


democratically, they charge that t« 
business on a different basis from 
the public should be allowed to dec 


» permit anyone to go into the tv 
their own is undemocratic.” Jt said 
ide the pay-v issue. 


Detroit Free Press, noting the sudden opposition on the part of the 


ne.works to free enterprise, commented that NBC prexy 


Robert W. 


Sarnoff “appears to believe that pay-tv would be a product so superior | 


that 
Free 
in 


Press said it doubted this, b 


Boston’s Christian Science Monit 


ficult to see why it’s somehow unethical or downright 
American values to have toll tv tested. 
magazine which carries no advertising—where the sub- 


oul a new 


scriber pays the entire cost of production. 
provision against 


there’s no constitutional 
free enterprise.” 


the kind of tv he defends could not survive its presence.” 


The 
ut thot Sarnoff’s thinking put him 


1 poor position to “even speak in favor of free enterprise.” 


or recently commented it was “dif 
destructive of 
It's akin to a publisher trying 


It may succed or fail, but 
the venture; in fact it’s 




















around the posh hostelries like the 


Waldorf, Plaza, Pierre, Ambassa- | 


dor, St. Regis ete. (The ballroom 
business is one the top moneyget- 
ting aspects of any big league ho- 
tel, in any key city). 

(5.) The erection of a special 
television-radio studio in the Astor, 
probably on the west end of the 
hostelry fronting on Shubert Al- 
ley, from which Ed and Pegeen 
Fitzgerald will originate a daily 


and/or nightly AM-tv show, much} 


as Tex & Jinx from the Waldorf's 
Peacock Alley (and the Starlight 
Roof in the summer). 

The Sheraton Astor has shifted to 
the Zeckendorf interests in a $10,- 
000,000 swap (plus $500,000 cash) 
for the Ambassador on Park Ave. 
and 53d St., of which Col. Obolen- 
sky was vice-chairman and Robert 
K. Christenberry (long at the As- 
tor) president. 

3-Way Realty Deal 

This deal was complicated last 
week by Webb & Knapp’s sale and 
lease-back of the Astor to realty 
operator Joseph I. Lubin. Latter, 
in turn, had assembled a square 
block of realty on 48th-49th St., 
First Ave. to the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Drive (East River Drive), 
and this parcel is going to Webb & 


Knapp as part of the deal which | 


was finalized on Monday (3). 
Lubin had planned two apart- 


ment houses on that parcel (which | 


is at the northern end of the Unit- 
ed Nations site) but when the city 
authorities banned his proposal of 
a connecting bridge between both 
of the two new proposed apartment 
buildings he made the deal with 
Webb & Knapp. Latter is holding 
it for investment. 


The Lubin-Webb & Knapp (Zeck- | 


endorf) sale-leaseback of the Astor 
had been timed to the Zeckendorf- 
Sheraton deal for the Astor-Am- 
bassador swap. 

Bill Zeckendorf Jr. will operate 
the three hostelries—Astor, Man- 
hattan and Commodore—under in- 
dividual, not Webb & Knapp, iden- 
tification. Intent is to build a glo- 
bal Zeckendorf Hotels chain in the 
Hilton manner. Zeckendorf Sr. is 
president of Webb & Knapp. 

As part of the rehabilitation of 
the Astor, Pegeen Fitzgerald will 
be executive aide to Obolensky. 

The cream legit houses flank 
both sides of West 44th and 45th 
St.. and this has given the Zecken- 
dorfs. senior and junior, the idea 
of an aluminum awning from 
Broadway to 8th Ave., connecting 
both hotels and protecting the 
theatres in between. They will 
call it Theatre Square. 

As part of the “the vaster Astor” 
—a merchandising phrase coined 
by Pegeen Fitzgerald, who is the 
public relations and merchandising 
executive working right with Col. 
Obolensky—there will also be some 
unique lighting flanking the 44th- 
45th St., Broadway to 8th Ave. 
Theatre Square. The N.Y. Times 


will cooperate on ,that since the | 
| Paramount-Sunset, but the presi-| film, is one of the big hits in Eu-| 
|dency has been transferred to Y.| rope and South America, having! 


newspaper’s West 43d St. building 
backs on 44th, right next to Sar- 
di’s 

David O. Alber and Gene Shef- 


zs ‘Vaster Astor’ Keys Theatre Sq. 


Continued from page 


1, ___— 





frin, his partner, who already 
handle the Manhattan, will do 
press for all three hotels and des- 
ignate an on-the-premises flack. | 
Needham & Grohman is the ad | 
agency. Arthur Selin, ex-Sheraton | 
Hotels Corp. which, until the March 
3 finalization of the deal still op- 
erates the Sheraton-Astor, has now 
‘gone over to the Webb & Knapp 
operation. 
Plan Refurbishing 

A corps of airconditioning en- 
gineers, architects, interior decora- 
|tors, builders etc, are all over the 
Astor with an eye to the facelift. 
Valerian Rybar is in charge of the 
redecorating and Mme. Claude! 
Alphand, wife of the French am- 
bassador, Herve Aiphand—and re- 
membered as a_ socialite nitery 
singer in the Gotham plush bistros 
a decade ago—is redecorating some 
of the key suites. 

Frederick A. Roozen, longtime 
chief aide to Jan Mitchell, owner | 
of Luchow’s, has gone over to the} 
Zeckendorf operation in charge of 
all food and beverages. 

Among the showmanship ideas 
that Obolensky, who, incidentally, 
is still retaining part stock own-| 
ership in the Hotel Ambassador, | 
and Mrs. Fitzgerald have unearth- | 
jed are the yesteryear original pho- | 
tographs when the Astor was first | 
built. They will try to recreate | 
the turn-of-the-century plush aura, | 
with an eye to the fashion shows | 
' and pageants which are part of the | 
grand ballroom events. It is for that | 
reason that a new dramatic lighting | 
panel is part of the new architec- 
ture. 

| 
| 


} 











Paramount 


Continued from page 2 








creative people in on _ participa- 
tion deals.” In addition, Par-Sun- 
set will furnish indie tv producers 
with risk capital for pilots, and 
the studio seeks deals with com- 
panies such as Four Star Produc- 
tions, McCadden Productions and 
other indies. “We will be a source 
of risk financing. We will leave 
them alone as United Artists does 
in the picture field. We will give 
our partners as much freedom as 
possible, and only go to them if 
they get out of line on the budget,” 
said Schulke. e 

Schulke stressed Par-Sunset 
also anxious to have indie tv and 
theatrical film producers, and said 
saved $150,000 on below-the-line 
costs at the studio. Balaban ori- 
ginally bought the lot for real es- 
tate values, and to find out how 
to produce high value, low cost 
tv pictures, so converted the studio 
into a vidfilmery,” he said. Risk 
financing mentioned by the exec 
would be not only for pilots, but 
for interim bankrolling where a 
company needed capital to get pro- | 
duction underway before the spon- | 
sor began picking up the tab, he 
stated. 

Balaban was formerly prexy of 


is 


| Frank Freeman, in charge of the 
| Paramount studio. 


FANSHAWE LINDSLEY 
EXITS OWN COMPANY 


Fanshawe Lindsley, who founded 
Closedcircuit Telecasting System 
Inc., a company devoted to pre- 
senting closed-tv programs in color, 
has exited the company. He had 


served as president since the firm) 


was started over a year ago. 
According to Lindsley, he has re- 

signed as a result of a basic dis- 

agreement in corporate policy. 


” GI Baby Boom 


Continued from page 1 




















ter Thompson Co., before the Trade 
Assn. Executives in N. Y. recently. 

If the 17 to 21 group is expand- 
ing, the growth of the 13-16 year 
category is even more impressive. 
In 1952 they accounted for 8,- 


900,000. Last year, they rose to} 


10,600,000. By 1960 they'll hit 


12,100,000, by 1965 14,500,000 and | 


by 1970 around 16,300,000. In 
other words, they’ll close to double. 

This corresponds to the baby 
boom, In 1940, 2,600,000 babies 
were born. In 1943, the number 
of births hit 3,100,000. Then it 
went down for a while, but in 1957 
it perked up to 3,800,000, reach- 
ing 4,300,000 last year. 

The industry’s own figures dra- 
matize the importance of the young 
audience. The Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s recent survey 
showed that 52% of the entire 
audience during one summer 
month last year was between nine 


j}and 19 years of age. 


As for the “new adults,” John- 
son said in his speech: “The num- 
ber of persons reaching 18 years of 
age will start to increase substan- 


| tially in 1959—from 1960 on the 
major pro-| 


increase will assume 
portions. If 18 is considered the 
start of the family formation 
period we can soon expect in- 
creased pressure on house and all 


ciated with family life.” 

The increasingly youthful aspect 
of the American population make- 
up is but one feature in a rapidly 
changing social and economic pat- 
tern. Among other things, John- 
son pointed up the pronounced 
shift to suburban living, which is 
bound to have a continuing effect 
on the film biz. Between 1950 and 
1957, suburban population rose 
36° whereas the rest of the U. S. 
went up only 5%. Whereas the 
average U. S. increase was 12%, 
the suburbs spurted ahead 36° 
over 1950, the metropolitan areas 
went up 6%, urban areas 7% and 
rural areas 2%. 

Another important change has 
occurred in the discretionary 
spending power of the American 
public, which is continuing to 
grow. Discretionary spending 
power represents the money avail- 
able after fixed expenses have 
been met. This spending power 
should reach $180,000,000,000 in 
1958-59, $230,000,000,000 by 1963 
and $295,000,000,000 by 1968. 














Continued from page 1 


——_—_—_—_—_— 

War II. New York scribes had to 
have E. J. (Buz) Bavasi, press-wise 
Dodger vicepresident, intercede. 
Even so, housing has been shock- 
ingly sub-par with three men 
jammed into quarters furnished 


one man in past. Example is rep- 
resentatives of News, Mirror and 
Times, representing combined cir- 
culation of more than 3!2 million, 
tromping on each others toes in 
a tiny two-cubicle “suite.” 

New York papers expect to staff 
spring training right through to the 
end, have their men cover the Los 
Angeles opener, and play it by 
ear from that point. 








Europe’s Had li 


-——_——_ 
last week en route to the Coast 
where she will appear in “Ripe 
Fruit,” to be produced by Antonia 
Productions, a company jointly 
owned by Miss Montiel and her 
husband. Mann will direct the film 
and United Artists will release it. 

In Spain, Miss Montiel is one of 
the country’s leading actresses. She 
has appeared in 47 pictures over 
the last 14 years. Her current pic- 
ture, “The Last Song,” a Spanish 


run a total of 47 weeks in five 
countries. 


‘Tollvision Testing in Abeyance; 


Free’ Television Vs. ‘Free’ Enterprise 





ILLEGAL TOLLVISION? 


British Coffee Bar Charges 30c 
An Hour To Watch 


London, March 4 

) Britain's first attempt at tollvi- 
| Slon has been axed by the Inde- 
pendent Television Authority, 
| which claims that the method is a 
| breach of the Copyright Act. The 
owner of a \, slverhampton coffee 
bar had fixed a meter to his 21- 
| inch tv set which gave customers 
the opportunity of viewing com- 
| mercial programs for about 30c 
}an hour 

| The ITA, however, heard about 
| the money-in-the-slot-tv and sent 
a letter to its operator stating that 
he was breaking the Copyright Act 
| But the coffee bar owner is keeping 
} the set going with his own money 
| while he takes legal advice. 


Rep. Oren Harris: 


‘Hold Home B.0. 


Washington, March 4 

| Rep. Oren Harris (D, Ark.), 
chairman of the House Iaterstate 
Commerce Committee, said today 
(Tues,) he would ask the FCC for 
'another postponement on authori- 
|zation of toll-tv in the event Con- 
gress fails to take a stand on the 
matter this year. 

FCC had indicated it was putting 
}off any decision on pay-tv to al- 
j}low Congress to establish a policy 
jon tollvision during the current 
;session. If Congress takes no ac- 





| the consumer market items asso-|tion before recess, the FCC will 


| go ahead on the matter on its own. 
{| But Harris, whose committee su- 
| pervises the FCC and whose Sub- 
{committee on Legislative Over- 
| sight is currently conducting hear- 
}ings on alleged influence peddling 

within the FCC, said he'll attempt 

to extend the FCC postponement 
}until Congress is able to take up 
| the tollvision issue. 


| Loew’s: See Black 


Continued from page 5 














the company would prosper again.” 
| Vogel had high hopes for the com- 
pany’s upcoming product. 

He reported that “The Brothers 
Karamazov” had gotten off to a 
good start and that a number of 


well. He added that the company 
had a good chance to break even 
on “Raintree County.” He _ re- 
iterated the tremendous savings 
jthat had been in the company’s 
|operations and appealed to the 
stockholders to bear with him until 
the benefits of the cuts could be 
enjoyed 
Not ‘Freeloaders’ 

On the basis of the company’s 
current cash position, Vogel said 
he couldn't in good faith recom- 
|mend resumption of dividend pay- 
ments at this time and the decision 
of the divvy payments will have to 
be made by the directors “in the 
interest of the stockholders.” 

There was considerable criticism 
about the necessity of the 19-man 
board which, with the exception of 
employee-directors, receive $5,000 
annually each Indications are 
that efforts will be made to cut 
the board Defending the board 
director Bennett Cerf said “we're 
not freeloaders and we doa’t want 
to milk this company of $5,000." 
He said the board was aware of 
the need for conservation of cash 
to rehabilitate the company and 
that the stockholders could “count 
on this board to amputate itselt.’ 
As for himself, Cerf said: “If I 
can't make a contribution, I will 
be the first to resign.” 
| Mock Up at Charlotte 


| James 


| 


O. Mock has been pro- 
moted to manager of 20th-Fox’'s 
Charlotte branch, according to 


Alex Harrison, 20th’s sales topper. 
Mock had been acting manager of 
the branch since the death of John 


E. Holston 
Mock joined 20th in 1933, was 
advanced to head booker at the 


| branch in 1936, to salesman in 1938 


land to office manager in 1949. 


| othe? Metro pix were performing~ 


Washington, March 4 

| Subscription tv, via the air, will 
be in cold storage for at least six 
months. So the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission declared last 
week in an order stating that no 
applications for trial operations 
will be processed until 30 days fol- 
lowing adjournment of the present 
session of Congress ‘expected some- 
lime in August 


Agency decided thet in view of 
request by the House and Senate 
Commerce Committees that a trial 


be withheld pending specific 
authorization and in order to give 
Congress opportunity to act on 


various bills to prohibit feevee, the 
“status quo” should be maintained, 

Commission said it has been in- 
formed by Chairman Oren Harris 
D-Ark.) that the House Commerce 
Committee intends to hold hearings 
on pending bills to ban feevee. Agen- 
cy also noted an announcement that 
the Senate Commerce Committee 
plans to do likewise “In these 
circumstances,” it decided, “until 
Congress acts on the pending bills 
|or it becomes reasonably evident 
j)that no action may be expected on 
them, we consider it appropriate to 
maintain the status quo.” 

Should prohibitory legislation be 
enacted, the Commission said, its 
subscription proceedings would be- 
come “moot.” But “if Congress 
should decide to give express 
authorization to the Commission to 
authorize subseription ty opera- 
tions on a trial or any other basis 
it may -be necessary to modify the 
conditions set out” in its trial run 
order, “depending on the require- 
ments laid down in any legislation 
on the subject.” 

Meanwhile, FCC Chairman John 
C. Doerfer advised Sen. Russell 
Long (D-La.) that he expects to re- 
port to him soon on a request to 
determine “the treatment that ty 
Stations have given to subscription 
tv since October of 1957, particu- 
larly with regard to the fairness 
of their presentation of the sub- 
ject.” (The Commission order au- 
thorizing a feevee trial run was 
issued on Oct. 17.) 

Long told the Senate he knew 
“something of the pressures that 


have been exerted” to have the 
anti-feevee resolution by Sen. 
Strom Thurmond (D-S.C.) recom. 


mended by the Senate Commerce 
Committee, 

“It would have made just as 
mueh sense,” he said, “to have per- 
mitted the motion picture theatres 
to outlaw radio and ty as it would 
to adopt” the Thurmond resolution, 

Long said that as a result of 
representations by KNOE-TV in 
Monroe, La., in which viewers were 
told that it would cost them up to 
$700 a year if pay tv were author- 
ized he received over 12,000 com- 
munications. A debate on KSLA- 
TV in Shreveport, La., in which 
both sides were heard “did not 
generate a single letter,” he said. 


Assemblyman ‘Fears’ Toll; 
Asks Governor’s Action 
Sacramento, Cal.. March 4. 

Assemblyman Louis Francis, San 
Mateo Republican, has asked Gov. 
Goodwin J. Knight to call a spe- 
cial session of the State Legislature 
for regulation of toll-tv. Francis, 
chairman of an interim legislative 
committee which has been invest- 
igating need for tollvision regula- 
tion. said: 

“We found that this entirely new 
industry in California presents 
many complexities, ramifications 
and dangers.” 

The assemblyman claimed “many 
legislators” fear uncontrolled toll 


1! deprive their constituents of 
‘free” (Le. advertising) program- 
ming and he added: 

“It is contrary to the best in- 


terests and welfare of the people 


if the city councils continue to 
grant franchises before the State 
Legislature has an opportunity to 
pass (regulatory) legislation.” 


L. A. Lineup For Bout 
Los Angeles, March 4 
Five local houses and two in out- 
lying areas will carry big-screen 
telecast of the Basilio-Robinson 
middleweight championship | fight 
from Chicago Stadium March 25. 
Battle won't be seen on home 
screens 
Quintet include the Pantages, 
Wiltern, Orpheum, Paramount 
Downtown and Warner Downtown 
Others are the Warner Huntington 
Park, Huntington Park, and Muni- 
j cipal Auditorium, Long Beach. 


. 
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CK RESIGNS FROM FCC AFTER — 


Washington, March 4. 

Richard A. Mack resigned as 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sioner yesterday (Mon.) as the Con- 
gressional investigation of the Com- 
mission and pressures upon it 
reached a new climax, 

Along the road to the ousting of 
Mack were these previous develop- 
ments during the day: 

Senator Richard L. 
asked Attorney General William P. 
Rogers to take action to vacaie 
the grant of television Channel 10, 
in Miami, to National Airlines. 
Neuberger contended that the dis- 


Neuberger | 


closures at the House probe fully | 


warranted such action. 


Rep. Oren Harris, Chairman of | 


the House Subcommittee on Legis- 
lative Oversight, conducting the in- 
vestigation, announced he would 
seek impeachment of Mack. 

The day's sole witness, G. T. 
Baker, president of National Air- 
lines, whose company is accused of 
bringing heavy pressure on 
FCC to win 
charged the opposition applicant, 
A. Frank Katzentine, got there first 
with the most pressure. He cut 
loose with a rough barrage against 
senators and congressmen whom, 
he said, had pressured for Katzen- 
tine and demanded that they be 
called to testify before the com- 
mittee 

Senate Rebuttal Likely 

There were indications that one 
or two members of the Senate 
might insist upon being heard, fol- 
lowing the battering from Baker. 

However, although discounted by 
numerous printed predictions, the 
resignation of Mack was the real 
topper. In a letter to President 


Fisenhower, the hapless Commis- 
sioner admitted that “perhaps I 
should have been more careful in 


the handling of my personal af- 
fairs.” ’ 

Then he went on to insist, “but 
I have not violated my oath of of- 
fice in this instance or in any other 
during my career in public office, 
nor will the facts Show sueh a vio- 
lation 

“During last two weeks I! 
have suffered the indignities and 
embarrassments that frequently at- 
tend such public investigations 
along with me, my family has suf- 
fered, as hiave my good friends, 
including those whose kindness to 
me drew them into this investiga- 
tion 

“Despite my personal convic- 
tions, my usefulness as a member 
of the Federal Communieations 
Commission has been brought into 


the 


question therefore I submit 
my resignation as a member of the 
Commission take effect at your 
pleasure 

The White House released Mack's 
letter and the reply from Eisen- 
hower in which he commented 
coldly 

‘Without attempting to pass 


judgment 
have raise 
ertheless 
usefulness as a 
Commission is so 
paired that you 
Continued on page 52) 


‘Matinee Theatre’ 
Future Status [fy 


NBC is taking a hard look at the 
cost sheet of its daytime color 
Matinee Theatre.” Deci- 


upon the questions you 
in your letter, I nev- 
ree with you that your 
member of the 
seriously im- 
i are wise to tender 


stripper 


sion to extend the hour dramatic 
series beyond its June expiration 
will rest on the economic factors— 
outgo vs. income. Understood that 
if billings continued to fall behind 
the production costs, the web will 
break up the hour and substitute 
two halt-hour audience participa- 
tion vhich, with their low 
cost ve been profitable opera- 
tions 

Canc on of “Matinee” would 
deprive reds of Hollywood ac- 
tors of ivchecks. In the past 
two sea the show's losses have 
been written off against color set 
promotion. How well this has 
worked « n the matter of sales 
is conjectural. It is bruited in the 
trade t RCA has been dissatis- 
fied wi number of sets sold 
to date, said to be around 300,009. 


the | 
Channel 10, angrily! 


| this week, to 


| 


the 


| the fire for over an hour extended 


HARRIS THREATENS IMPEACHMENT 





‘ ’ 
Funny’ Money 
Hollywood, March 4. 
John Guedel and Art Linkletter 


have sold NBC 138 _ half-hour 
“People Are Funny” films for over 
$1,000,000. Past releases of the 


comedy series are to be reissued 
by the web after current series 
ends. 

Present “People” pact expires in 
September. Involved in cash deal 
are title and format of show. 


L’ville WHAS Bumps | 





‘Aladdin’ to ‘Catch’ 
A Fire & Gets dell. 


Louisville, March 4. | 

WHAS-AM & tv, Louisville, got 
a news scoop Feb. 21 by staying at | 
home, and the station almost got | 
singed by its neighboring and gi- | 
gantic “Aladdin” in the process. | 
A three-alarm. $250,000 fire at the 
local Federal Building in down- 
town Louisville, directly opposite 
the Courier-Journal building, sum- 
moned 14 fire trucks, 80 policemen, | 
and hundreds of spectators. In 
addition, WHAS'’ live coverage of | 
the total number of spectators to 
many thousand more. Station re- | 
acted to the fire by wheeling a/| 
camera onto the station roof and | 
focusing on the action WHAS | 
News Director Bill Small hurried 
from home to join newscaster Ed 
Engles and news editor Bill Min- 
shall in describing the fire for both 
radio and tv audiences. 

Decision to give complete cov- 
erage to the conflagration was 
made by Victor A. Sholis, station 
director and vp, and received both 
praise and complaints from view- 
ers who were deprived of ‘“Alad- 
din,” the DuPont Show of the 
Month, after it was about two- 
thirds finished, Station didn't need 
a rating service to tell that folks 
were watching since some 3,000 
phone calls were received shortly 
after the station began its “red hot” | 
news coverage. Entire staff of the 
station on duty at the time was | 
deployed to report the fire and 
many staff members and members 
of their families were called in to 
man the jangling telephones. 

Sholis promised the complainers 
that he would attempt to televise 
a kine of “Aladdin” at a later date, 
depending on the “network’s con- 


tractural obligations.” He stated 
that it would have been shirking 
responsibility to the public not 


to have covered a news event of 
such importance as the fire. 
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CBS-TV GETS NOD 





ON SHEAFFER SPECS 


Sheaffer Pens has tapped CBS- 
TV for its two spectaculars next 
fall, the Talent Associates produc- 
tions of “Little Women” and “Gift 
of the Magi.” Pen company and 
BBD&O had first made their deals 
with the production company and 


then set about looking for a net- 
work. They placed an order with 
CBS last week, subject only to 


negotiation on 
though. dates have 
upon 

“Little Women” will air Oct. 30, 
while “Magi” is set for Dec. 7. 
CBS is now working on obtaining 
the necessary preemptions. 


time periods, 
been agreed 


CBS-TV’s ‘Sing Along’ 
S Sing Along 
CBS-TV cut a kinnie over the 
weekend on a new audience-partici- 
pation stanza which blends in the 
community sing. Project, out of 
Lester Gottlieb’s programming area 
at the web, is titled “Sing Along” 
and is down as an hourlong entry 
for the web. Jim Lowe, WCBS, 
N.Y., deejay and recording star, 
emcees and Dick Brill produces. 
Network owns the “Sing Along” 
title, show of that name starring 
the Landt Trio having been a CBS 
Radio fixture some years back. 





Miami Channel 10 May Be Up For 


Grabs Again in Wake of Scandal 


Washington, March 4 

Because of Congressional 
closures reMecting on the legality 
of the channel 10 Miami grant, a 
move is expected soon, possibly 
have the Federal 
Communications Commission de- 
clare void its action in awarding 
the channel to a subsidiary of Na- 
tional Airlines, 

Proceeding on the basis that one 
“tainted” vote, regardless’ of 
whether crucial or not, invalidates 
the decision in the case, attorneys 
for the three losing applicants for 
channel are known to be 
weighing various procedural ap- 
proaches. 

Since an appeal of the decision 
has been brought by one applicant, 
A. Frank Katzentine, before the 
U. S. Court of Appeals, a motion 
may be.fied with the tribunal to 
remand the case to the FCC and 
reconsider its vote in the light of 
the Congressional revelations. 

Another possibility is that one 
or more of the applicants may pe- 
tition the Commission to set 
its decision and reconsider its 
vote. 

Still another possibility is that 
the Commis$ion, on its own initi- 
ative, may reconsider its vote 

Whatever machinery ‘is em 


dis- 


aside 


| ployed, the consensus of legal 


opinion is that the Commission 
will have to reconsider But 
whether this would mean that the 
case would go back to the exam- 
iner for new hearings or decided 
on the basis of an oral argument 
or merely put to another vote is 
to be determined. 

Obviously, the case 
reconsidered with one less com- 
missioner. Had Comr. Richard A 
Mack abstained in the first place, 
the vote would have been 3-1-1 in 
faver of National, with one vote 
for Katzentine and one for L. B 
Wilson. 
North Dade Video Ine 
T. A. M. Craven did not partici- 
pate in the decision. 

Should the decision be set aside 


would be 





reconsideration, it’s pos- 

hat an arrangement would 

be worked out for a temporary 
trusteeship so that the station 


WPST-TV) can cohtinue in opera- 
tion. It on the air last Au- 
cust, with ABC affiliation. 

It's expected that a section ‘of 


went 





he Communications Act prohibit- 

ing ex’ parte discussions by appli- 

( with commissioners during | 

the pendency of a case will be| 

cited as the basis for the move 
Apparer ere is no clear cut 
ecede ( such action, 


The fourth applicant was | 
Comr. | 


What 
networks 


with 
mapping 


occur between 
covered, it’s all gravy, with the 
into next fall with possibly two 
outside. 


be riding again with 


“What’s My Line,” with only 


max” and “Playhouse 90” will 


Will Travel” and “Gunsmoke” 
It’s just those early-evening 
the trouble. 


Rundown, night-by-night, confirms this. 
“GE Theatre,” 


Life Begins at 9 for CBS-TV 


Television’s second-guessers could have a ball with this puzzler. 
the spring selling season rolling around and the 
tentative schedules for next fall, 
has discovered that virtually any and all changes next season will 
7:30 and 9 p.m, After 9, the network has dis- 


CBS-TV 


entire schedule set to ride over 
or three program switches at the 


On Sundays, web will 
“Hitchcock Presents” and 
“$64,000 Challenge,” a question 


mark. On Monday, Danny Thomas, “December Bride” and “Studio 
One” returns. Tuesdays, “To Tell the Truth,” Red Skelton and 
“$64,000 Question” are surefire. 
aire,” “I've Got a Secret” and the alternating “U.S. Stee) 
and “Armstrong Circle Theatre” 


Wednesdays, it’s “The Million- 
Hour” 
due to return. Thursdays, “Cli- 
be back. Fridays, Phil Silvers, 


“Schlitz Playhouse,” “The Lineup” and “Person to Person” are 
shoo-ins. Saturdays, “Gale Storm Show” looks set and “Have Gun, 


are sureshots. 
periods that are giving CBS all 














'Philco Shoots Works On 


| . . 
Miss America Pageant | Promotion by members of 
| 


Phileo Corp. has decided to ex- 


| pand its annual pickup of the Miss | 
At- 


finals from 
Company has 


America Pageant 
| lantie City this fall 
ordered the 10 p.m. to 
|period on CBS-TV for 
| Sept. 6, an expansion from prev- 
}ious years when it covered the 
j}event from 10:30 to midnight. 


| Reason presumably is the 
higher-than-ever rating Philco 
pulled down with the event last 


September on CBS, drawing a 40- 
plus Nielsen on the telecast. Order 


so far is verbal, but when CBS 
gets the official papers it will set 


|about preempting ““Gunsmoke” on 


; that date. 


‘65th Most Popular Show’ 


midnight | 
Saturday, | 





NBC’s No. 1 Status On 
ARB’s Top 25 for Feb.; 
CBS Commands Top 10 





CBS’ ‘Invitation to Learning’ At 18th Milestone Due 
For Book Industry Promotion 


+ — 


For the first time in history, the 
venerable “Invitation to Learning” 
on CBS-Radio will get a bangup 
the 





book distributing industry. 

When CBS’ “69th most popular 
program” begins its 18th year 
shortly and launches its new 13- 
week series on “Understanding the 
Arts,” the Paper Editions Corp., 
with offices in N. Y., San Fran- 
cisco, and St. Louis, and Barnes & 
Noble, N. Y., both wholesale dis- 
tributors, will fiood bookshops of 
the nation with detailed: lists of 
the coming series of book discus- 
sions. 

Paper Editions Corp., reportedly 
the nation’s foremost distributor 
of paper-covered books, will pro- 
vide its list of 1,700 bookshops 
with a large poster calling atten- 
tion to the “Invitation to Learn- 
ing” upcoming series and urging 
customers to listen to the program 
and buy the books. Barnes & 
Noble contemplates doing likewise 
with its 700 outlets. New York 
University Bookshop will also her- 
ald the event. 


Numerous aspects of the the- 








| NBC-TV steams 
| American Research Bureau's Top 
25 television shows for February 
capturing 12 out of the 25 to CBS- 
TV’s nine and ABC's four. How- 
ever, in the Top 10, CBS takes the 
honors, with five entries vs. three 
for NBC and two for ABC, Big 
splash for NBC comes in the 11th 
to 20th grouping, where it takes 
eight places, 12th 
The westerns, incidentally, are 
down in the February ratings, with 
only five of them appearing in the 
Top 25 and three in the Top 10. 


ahead in the 


Gunsmoke CBS 48.9 
L. Ball-D. Arnaz CBS 46.0 
Perry Como NBC 45.5 
Shirley Temple 
Storybook NBC 40.0 
| I've Got A Secret . CBS 39.9 
Maverick ABC 38.5 
You Bet Your Life NBC 38.0 
Danny Thomas CBS 37.9 
| Person To Person. .CBS 36.8 
| Wyatt Earp ABC 36.2 
Have Gun, Will 
Travel CBS 348 
| People Are Funny NBC 34.1 
| Chevy Show—Roy 
Rogers NBC 33.3 
| Loretta Young 
| Presents NBC 33° 
Wagon Train NBC 33.2 
| Father Knows Best NBC 32.9 
| Ernie Ford NBC 32.6 
| Bob Hope NBC 322 
| Price Is Right NBC 32.2 
| Lawrence Welk ABC 31.8 
| What's My Line CBS 31.6 
| This Is Your Life..NBC 31.3 
December Bride CBS 31.1 
Ozzie & Harriet ABC 30.4 
Red Skelton CBS 30.2 
| SSE ae 
| Findley to MBC in Chi 
| Chicago, March 4. 


Chi bureau of Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System, which has been func- 
tioning as a one-man operation for 
about a month, added a second man 


last week. John Findley, ex- 
WBBM radio salesman, joined 
| MBS to assist Bob Jones, v.p. of 
;the central division. It’s under- 
{stood another salesman will be 
added in coming weeks 

Findley left WBBM in August 


| last year to operate his own em- 
jployment agency. 


through 19th.! 


atre, as well as allied fields, will 
be explored in the forthcoming 
series on “Invitation to Learning.” 
During April, May and June, 
there'll be probings of such works 
as Richard Sheridan's “The Critic”; 
Somerset Maugham’s “Cakes and 
Ale”; Constantin Stanislavsky’s 
“My Life in Art” and William 
Bulter Yeats’ “Autobiography.” 
Dr. Lyman Bryson continues te 
emcee the celebrated CBS sustain- 
er estimated at an audience of 
more than a million every week. 
To date more than 800 books have 
been gandered by Bryson and his 
|; two weekly guest panelists. Strict- 
ly ad-libbed, “Invitation to Learn- 
ing” is more like conversation 
than debate. Dr. Bryson says it 
(Continued on page 53) 


CBS-TV Beaver’ 
In Shift to Wed. 


“Leave It to Beaver” is moving 
to Wednesday nights on CBS-TV 
as a consequence of the slicing of 
“The Big Record” to a half-hour. 
| Comedy will take over the Wednes- 
day at 8 period effective March 26, 
| with “Dick & the Duchess” replac- 
ing it as a sustainer Fridays at 
7:30 the same week. 
| Remington Rand will continue 
as alternate-week bankroller—in 
| fact, switch from Fridays is being 
made at Remington's insistence. 
Moreover, now that “Beaver” is 
out of the Friday night slot, the 
network has a couple of hot: sales 
prospects to take over the skip- 
week. ° 

Decision to slot “Dick” as the 
“Beaver” Friday replacement 
means that the network has all but 
given up hope of selling the 7:30 
Friday period for the remainder of 
this season. “Dick” will ride sus- 
taining through the rest of the 
year, thus fulfilling the network’s 
contractual arrangements with pro- 
ducer Sheldon Reynolds. Show 
had been cancelled by its Saturday 
night sponsors, Helen Curtis and 
| Mogen David. 
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U.S. TV: ‘IT’S MOSCOW OR BUST’ 





James Riddell as ABC Topper? 


It's understood that the Leona 
ure-to-see-eye-to-eye has been soir 


rd H. Goldenson-Ed Noble fail- 
newhat resolved by a decision to 


bring in a new head of the corporate company’s broadcasting di- 
vision, namely the radio and television networks. It's reported that 


James G. Riddell, president and 
Detroit, considered to be perhap 
ABC owned-and-operated stations, 
with title of executive veepee in 
division. As such, it’s 


understood, 


general manager of WXYZ in 
s the most lucrative of all the 
is in line for the top AM-ty job, 
charge of the AB-PT broadcast 
he would be over Ollie Treyz, 


recently designated as ABC-TV prexy, and Robert Eastman, prez 
of the radio network. (Designation of Treyz as ABC-TV prexy was 
reportedly over the protest of Noble.) 


In turn this would free Goldenson and Simon B. Siegel, 


trea- 


surer of AB-PT and ABC, to “mind the store” on the theatre end 


of the operation, which, from all accounts, 


“store minding.” 


is sorely in need of 


Action on Riddell by the AB-PT board is reported to be immi- 


nent 





Reached in N.Y., Riddell — “no comment.” 








"Nuclear Physics | With Orange Juice 


Chi WBKB’s Early Nite Trio of Egghead Shows 
in Emulating Zulli’s Gotham Click 


+ 


Chicage. March 4. 

Anybody for a quick session on 
nuclear physics before gulping | 
down the orange juice and running | 
for the bus? 

That's what WBKB, the ABC | 
station here, wants to find out. 
Blueprinted and ready to roll on 
March 17 are a trio of egghead for- 
mats by which the station hopes to 
lasso the Windy City intelligentsia, 
who, unless legend lies, go to bed 
early and are early to rise. This 
will be the first attempt by a Chi 
station to emulate the quick click 
great books shows that are early 
morning phenomena in Gotham. 

Overture to the gray-matter 
trade means advancing the sta- 
tion's signon to 7 a.m., two hours 
earlier than it now goes on. Week- 
days will start with the heavy- 
weight “Science 58” educational 
series for half an hour, and that’s 
to be followed by bookseller Stuart 
Brent's 30-minute literary stanza. 
At 8, until the news comes on at 
8:55, Norm Ross will host a long- 
hair music show reviving the old 
multiscope devices. From that 
point on—the usual lowbrow 
handout to the small fry and haus- 
frau. 

Timeslot for the science show 
is perhaps the most unique yet for . 
a pubaffairs offering, and especial- 
ly for one scoping topics like nu- 
clear energy, Sputniks, missles and 
outer space. Yet Doubting Thom- 
ases may find it hard to reconcile | 
the 3.000 requests the station 
claims it has already received for 
the 35-page prospectus of the show. 
This represents the response so 

Continued on page 52) 


‘WWW’s’ All-Star 





whole 





‘Colt .45’ Cancelled 


Hollywood, March 4 

A western finally bit the dust. 
;Gunned down was 
“Colt .45” 
ral. Campbell and Mennen 
through the stop order but 
will keep it on the air to attract 
other bankrollers. 

It’s the first casualty 
prairie sagas. 


WINS’ New Champ 


put 


among the 





Status, Nosing Out 


{ 





SOVIET GLEAN 
IN WEB a EYED 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Everybody’s on a “Moscow 01 
Bust” kick, with U.S. television 
literally knocking itself out to 
court Soviet favor in the wake of, 
the recent greenlight on a step-| 
ped-up cultural exchange between 
the two great powers. If the State 
Dept. and Khrushchev & Co. give 
the nod, a whole flock of Moscow 
originations will be circling the 


| U.S. spectrum in coming months 


| 


| 


| 


ABC-TY's Overtures to 
out of the Warners cor- | formances 


web operas, 


| which 


NBC in particular is moving in 
| fast to cement the U.S.-Soviet tv 
|tie, which is one of the reasons | 
why the network and the parent, 
RCA were inclined to go along 
with the recent request of the So- 
viet’s Amtorg trading corporation 
turning over RCA color camera 
equipment for use in the Russian 
| Pavilion at the upcoming Brussels 
World's Fair. NBC-RCA left the 
decision up to the State Dept., 
but the latter failed to sanction the . 


request. 
On the other hand the State 
Dept., it’s been learned, has made 
NBC to permit per- 
in Moscow and other 


Iron Curtain capitals of the NBC 
including the new Gian- 
Menotti “Maria Golovin,” 
the NBC Opera Co. will 
world-premiere at*~ the Brussels 
Fair in August. Russia wants to re- 


Carlo 


stage the operas which the net- 
work toured in this country and 
presented on tv. If NBC sanction 


comes through, “Maria Golovin” 
may go direct to Russia from Brus- 
sels, even before the U.S. tv pre- 
miere of the opera, which is slated 
for next fall. 

Here are some of the specifics in 
the * ‘On To Moscow” push by the 

impresarios 


WNEW Whole Day ‘swiss sin 


As the final “Wide Wide 


It finally happened. For the| word show of the season, in May 
first time in its history, WINS {exec producer Barry Wood is send- 
jing a crew over to Europe to do 
nosed out the longtime champ of|t¢he Eurovision story, with seg- 


New York radio, WNEW, and teen- 
agers made the difference. For the 
day, between 6 a.m. 


| ments of the $0-minute show to be 


kinned in al! the linked-by-tv coun- 


and |tries. For this particular program, 


|NBC is currently trying to nego- 


midnight, WINS (not too long ago} tiate a deal to encompass Russia 


down in the Gotham radio 
edged WNEW out by 


Way 
ratings) 


| fraction on the full-day averages. | 
ran | 
| Know” 


WCBS, 
third. 

WINS owes its top pasition (on 
every day except Sunday when 
WNEW regains the lead) to the 
fact that it leads in the teenage 
audience. Detailed Pulse audi- 
ence composition figures show that 
it has a substantially greater num- 
ber of teeners than any other N. Y. 
station. Take for instance a ran- 
dom time period, 3 to 4 p.m. on 
weekdays, when it's actually be- 


the CBS web key, 


| hind WNEW in ratings but when it 


Theatre Casting 


Alan Neuman’s production of 
“American Theatre—1958" on 
“iWde Wide World” over NBC-TV 
Sunday, March 16, will include 
comment from Helen Hayes, Mel- 
vyn Douglas, Robert Preston and 
Peter Ustinov on various aspects 
of the American theatre, off and 
on Broadway. 

Also pencilled in are William 
Inge on playwriting; Robert White- 
head, production; Harold Clurman, 
direction; and William and Jean 
Eckart, designing, and Louis Kron- 
enberger, theatrical criticism. 
Both performers and production 
people will be seen from Sardi’s. 

New York’s off-Broadway seg- 
ment will originate from Theatre 
de Lys with scenes from the mati- 
mee performance of “Threepenny 
Opera.” Out-of-town pickups in- 
clude the Children’s Theatre, 
Evanston, [Ill., showing how ki 
are taught dramatics; Carnegie | 
(Pittsburgh) Tech’s theatre work-) 
shop during rehearsal of Inge’s 
“Picnic” 
during performance of Noel Cow-| 
ard’s “Still Life’ and San Diego 
Community Theatre where per- 
formers will be preparing for 
Shakespearean festival. 


has almost twice the number of 
teeners as the other indie. WINS 
had 40 to every 24 of WNEW’'s 
then. 

According to Pulse, between 6 
a.m. and noon on weekdays, WINS 
had a 12, WCBS a 13 and WNEW 
a 14 average rating. But then 


a/comes through 


in the Eurovision pickup. If it 
NBC will do some 
from Moscow. 
NBC's “Youth 
discussion show 


scenes 
Item: Wants To 


is arrang- 


'ing to send a group of U.S. youths 


ito the 


WINS, between noon and 6 p.m.,! 


got a 14, to WCBS’ 12 and WNEW's 


14. And from then to midnight | 


WINS really took over with a 14, 
to WCBS’ and WNEW’s 11 apiece. 


Gillette’s Triple Crown’; 
Carter's Hoop Tourney 





CBS-TV this week pinned down | ing 


| 


Soviet to put Khrushchev 
on the griddle. It’s standing by for 
the okay. 

Item: “Meet the Press” is all set 
to go with a show from the Soviet 
Union utilizing the services of U.S. 
correspondents in Moscow, includ- 
ing the network's own Irving R 
Levine, for a give-and-take with 
Khrushehev & Co. 

Item: CBS-TV's “See It Now” 
had blueprinted a 90-minute on- 
the-spot Soviet appraisal as a com- 
panion show to the “Germany 
Story” now in preparation. How- 
ever, when Russian authorities de- 
manded the right to censor the 
program after the editing had been 
completed in N.Y., producers Fred 
Friendly and Ed Murrow walked 
away from it. Meanwhile, however, 


(Continued on page 52) 


WGN’s Hot Billings 


Chicago, March 4. 
Recession or not, WGN radio is 
boasting the fattest billings in its 
history so far this year. In mak- 
the claim, William A. Mc- 





- 


a couple of sports sales, with Gil- | Guineas, station’s commercial man- 


lette returning for its perennial | ager, 
|sponsorship of racing's 


Crown” (Kentucky Derby, 


“Triple | uary 
Preak- | 


cites a 15% increase in Jan- 
1958 billings over the same 
month.a year ago, and he estimates 


ness and Belmont Stakes) and Car-/ that February will climb 7°% over 


March 22, 


Gillette will also bankroll ste 
Houston’s Alley Theatre, three races on CBS Radio. Sched-| business slump, 


ule is May 3 for the Derby, May 
17 for the Preakness and June 7 
for the Belmont. Gillette was 
repped by the Maxon agency, 
ter by SSC&B. 


Car- | 


| ter Products pitching in for one- | January. 
ds | fourth sponsorship of the National | | pared with February ‘57, 
Invitational Basketbal) Tourney on! show a 23°% 


| 
| 


This past February, com- 
should 
increase, he said 

McGuineas attributes the radio 
in the midst of a general 
to the increased 
activities of Radio Advertising 
Bureau and to the fact that radio 
is particularly attractive today to 
advertisers reluctant to make long- 
term commitments. j 





\Goldensen’ s Barrow Kickoff: ‘Just 


Give Us More 3-Station V Markets’; 
Station’s Point- By Point Rebuttal 





Boing! 
Washington, March 4 
Experimentation in program- 
ming can be costly, CBS prexy 
Frank Stanton told the FCC 
today (Tues but “we must 
go forward since it is our job 
to satisfy the publie taste, and 
stay just a little ahead of that 


taste with new forms so that 
the public, if it chooses, may 
develop new and different 
tastes.” 


“These experiments do not 
always succeed,” he said, ‘but 
to stand still in this business 
is to fall behind.”” As examples 
of some costly failures, he 
cited “The Seven Lively Arts” 
unrecovered loss of $1,359,000 
and the case of the UPA “Bo- 
ing-Boing” series, in which 
oniy half of the 26 films was 
used and the total unrecovered 
cost of which totaled $1,695,- 
000 


ABC Just Ain't 
Sure About That 
‘Live Fun Radia 


American Broadcast 





Changes in 
ing Network's program Status may 
The radio web 


not be finished vet 


| 


|; American 
| Theatres, 


| CBS, 


ing many 


is expected to alter still further 
the concept of “live fun radio” in 
troduced last year by prexy Rob 
ert Eastman 

The certainty of maintaining the 
live musical shows that remain is 
absent, since, as a member of the | 
parent American Broadcasting 
Paramount Theatres board put it 
on Monday “We're still not 
a with the radio network.” 
Eastman must make up his mind 
this na P obablv today (Wed.) 
or tomorro vhether he'll retain 
Jim Backus in 10 to 10:55 a.m. strip 


ind Merv Griffin between 1 and 
2:55 and Herb Oscar Anderson in 
a nightly 7:15 to 8:55 cross the 


anges are not expected 
entrenched and 
Don Mc- 
which was 
live enter 


hoarder. Ci 
. affect the well 
ommercially successful 
Neill “Breakfast Club.’ 
the web's prototype of 
tainment programming. 

What is held possible b: some 
sources is that instead of renewing 
ihe doubtful shows on 13-week firm 
talent deals as has been the case 
until now, the network will offer 
them much shorter pacts so that 
they can be jettisoned if the board 
of directors desires to make any 
further financial cutbacks in the 
organization. One feeling was that 
it may end up that the shows will 
henceforth operate on four to six 
week talent pacts 

Previous to cutbacks this month, 
each of the shows ee meer cost 
$16,000 a week for the ent. Now 
with various retrenchme —_ in the 
number of performers and other 
incidental economies, the axgre- 
gate cost each week of the three 
shows is said to be closer to $25 
000. 


EVERY 3D SCOT HOME 
NOW HAS A TV SET 


Glasgow, March 4 
Television is expanding at such 


a rate in Scotland that there are 
, now tv sets in one in every three 
homes. Estimated that some 583,- 


1063 families have tv 


The 
173,266 
Edinburgh 


city of Glasgow has now 
sets, 100,000 more than 
New viewers are buy- 
ing sets at rate of 450 per day 
Both BBC-TV and STV ithe in- 
die group) ere pepping up activity, 
and planning more local programs 


| eligible for 


By JACK 


Hollywood, 
Leonard Goldenson, 


LEVY 


March 4 
president of 
Broadcasting-Paramount 
told the FCC yesterday 
(Mon.) that what the television in- 
dustry needs is more three-station 
markets rather than more regula- 
tion of network operations 
Testifying as the 


opening WwW it- 


ness at the Commission hearings 
on the Barrow Network Report, 
Goldenson urged immediate pro- 


ceedings looking toward the alloca- 
tion of a third VHF channe! in 
each of the important markets of 
the country with only two stations 
Toward this end, he said, ABC will 
shortly submit specific proposals to 
provide at least three services in 
98 of first 100 markets. 

Dr, Frank Stanton, 
and a trio of his associates 
took the stand today ‘(Tues.) to of- 
fer a point-by-point rebuttal of the 
Report's Stanton ac- 
cused the Barrow Committee of 
constantly “shifting the burden of 
proof to the networks” and of bas- 
of its conclusions on “the 
shadows of speculatien.” 


president of 


pi oposals 


in failing to 
network have 
against the public in- 
“the device of plac- 
networks the burden 
establishing that 
they could not survive without 
these practices, and that the net- 
works have operated not only con- 
sistently with, but to advance, the 
publie interest 

Commission also heard testi- 
mony trom Oliver Treyz, prexy of 
ABC-TV, and Alfred R. Beckman, 
ABC veep in charge of tv station 
relation 

While expressing pride in ABC's 
programming successes, Goldenson 
asserted that “good programming 

Continued on page 54 


Dotto’ Boffo As 
No. 1 Daytimer 


stated, 
the 


teport, he 
prove that 
operated 
terest, 
ing on the 
of affirmatively 


uses 


Daytime television's newest phe- 
nom is “Dotto,” which since the 
first of the year has climbed to 
the top of the heap as the highest- 
rated daytimer in ty The Frank 
Cooper-CBS package, which re- 
placed the longrunning “Strike It 
Rich” for Colgate early in January, 
has pulled down a 12.1 average 
audience Nielsen rating in the first 
report for February, to place it as 
the No. 1 daytime strip. It’s total 


audience rating climbed to 14.1. 
Astonishing part of all this Is 
that the latest rating the 
last week in January and the first 
in February, so that it reflecis the 
show's status after only five weeks 
on the air. Meanwhile, the mail 
pull on the show has been climbing 
at an unprecedented rate. ‘(Home 
viewers must write in to become 
prizes on a telephone 


covers 


quiz element of the’ show Total 
mail on the show as of the week- 
end was near the 8,500,000 mark; 
and last week's mail alone 


2.923.000 cards 


5-DAY PAD COIN FOR 
‘PANTOMIME QUIZ’ 


Mike Stokey’s “Pantomime Quiz” 
is going to be back for another 
summe! When American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph finishes its last 
“Telephone Time” drama on April 


amounted to 


1 on ABC-TV, Five-Day Pads is 
stepping into the 9:30 to 10 Tues- 
day vacancy with the Stokey 


paneler and will sponsor the ABC 
time through the summer. 
When the Five-Day pact 
ABC is concluded next fall 
web plans to install “77 
Strip” in the 9:30 time 
which has no sponsor yet, 


with 
the 
Sunset 
Strip,” 
is being 


| produced for ABC by Warne: Bros. 
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This number, to be published later this 
month, will contain features of special 
interest to all those who are concerned 
with the foreign and domestic use 
of TV-FILMS. Here are a few of the 


features: 


@ A Blow-by-Blow Rating 
Rundown on Hits & Misses 
In Syndication 


@ Foreign Sales of Vidpix 
@ Top 50 Free Pix for TV 


@ Feature ‘Greats’ on TV 





@ Symposium on tape ver- 
sus film for future com- 
mercials 


@ The Threatened Post-’48 
Feature “Blowup” 


These are just a FEW of the feature 
stories and charts that, combined with 
VARIETY’S regular news coverage, 
create DEMAND readership values. 


Take advantage of the special exploi- 
tation values of this issue and 
Make Your Space Reservation Now 


NEW YORK 36 
154 W. 46th St. 


CHICAGO 11 
612 N. Michigan Ave. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 
6404 Sunset Blvd, 


LONDON, W. C, 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Square 
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JOE CRAMER ON COAST 
New Stadio Chief fer Par’s 
Telepix Activities 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Joe Cramer has been named 


Paramount-Surset by v.p.-general 
manager James A. Schulke. 

Schulke will operate on the top 
administrative level, making deals 
for the Paramount subsid. Cramer, 
who has arrived from N., Y. to take 
up his new position, was formerly 
with NBC in charge of all its indie 
film production in Europe and 
N. Y. 


Waldman’s Telepix 


| television 


Role for BBC-TV 


London, March 

Ronald Waldman has been .. 
pointed business manager for BBC 
programs Waldman 
stepped into this newly-created 
post after eight years as head of 
BBC-TV light entertainment. His 
main chore in the new post will be 


|}to boost British telefilms in the 


| not be going 


world market 

He will negotiate with British 
and Empire companies to make 
films specially for tv with the as- 
surance that they will not lose 
financially, but the BBC will itself 
nto production. It is 
intended that any of these future 
productions made under this 
scheme will reap their main profits 
from sales to America and Empire 
outlets 

Waldman said that every tele 
vision service in the world needed 
filmed programs, but there was no 






4 


longer any reason why America 


| 





| Theatre,” 


should monopolize the market. 


NTA, JAMES MASON 


HUDDLE ON ‘3D MAN’ 


Hollywood, March 4. 

James Mason, who starred in 
the theatrical film, “The Third 
Man,” is being paged by National 
Telefilm Associates to star in a 
vidpix series based on the film 
NTA has acquired tv rights to the 
property as well as “The Third 
Man Theme.’ 

Mason would star in 13 of the 
telefilms and host the other 26 
segments in the series Boulting 
Bros. would produce and direct 
show which would be lensed in 
London 

Mason’s acceptance is contin- 


|}gent on scripts, and he’s now 


awaiting NTA’s s« iat submissions 


Story Book Theatre’ 
In WLW-C Premiere 


Columbus, March 4 
Crosley’s WLW-C has inaugur- 
ated a new showcase for some of 
its Metro pix, titled “Story Book 
scheduled Sunday after- 





| noons and sponsored fully over the 
| two-hour span (1 to 3 p.m.) by 


| 
| 


Swan Cleaners, a dry cleaning 
chain in the area 
The prestige series kicked off 


| with “Treasure Island,” starring 


| Wallace Beery and Jackie Cooper 


Because of the type of series in 


| the showcase, the complete support 


} 
} 


| Of the school and library systems 
|has been secured. Each program 
is being brought to the atten- 
|}tion of students through schools 
churches and libraries. 

In addition to “Story Book The- 
| atre,” WLW-C programs another 


important feature series on Sun-| 


days from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., “The 
Best of M-G-M,” which is co 
sponsored by the Columbus Elec- 


| tric Co. and Ohio Bell Telephone 
| Co. 





Poll’s ‘Johnny Cordes’ 


Martin Poll, head of the Gold 
Medal Studios in Bronx, N. Y., is 
stepping into the role of telefilm 
producer, inking a deal with Gary 
Merrill, to star in a_ projected 
series titled “Johnny Cordes.” 

Skein is based on the life story 
of John H. F. Cordes, one of the 
most decorated police officers in 
N.Y, history, now retired. Televi- 
sion Programs of America will dis- 
tribute the projected series. John 
Cromwell wil! direct; James P. Cav- 


anaugh will be associate producer; | 


and Sarette Rudley, along with 
Cavanaugh, will be co-author of 
the pilot script. 


Medallion Pics 
Post- 48 Releases 
Via Indie Stable 


Medallion Pictures has wrapped 

up a new-for-television package of 
feature films, all of them produced 
by independent theatrical produc. 
ers and most of them, according to 
the distribbery, of the post-1948 va- 
riety. A relatively small company 
among tv distributors, Medallion 
not to be confused with Medal- 
lion Television Enterprises) hag 
culled some reasonably hot prod- 
uct from indie producers since Nat 
Gassman took over as a company 
director and its sales chief a year 
ago last November. 

New group, most of which will 
continue in theatrical distribution 
for the next couple of months, in- 
clude some for immediate video ree 
lease such as “Circle of Danger,” a 
Ray Milland-starrer out of Eagle 
Lion, produeed in 1951; “Hansel & 
Gretel,” the Michael Meyerberg 
electronic puppet version of 1954; 
“Face to Face,” produced in 1952 
by Huntington Hartford, with Rob- 
ert Preston and James Mason; Sam 
Spiegel’s “When I Grow Up,” with 
Preston and Martha Scott, made in 
1951. A few weeks ago, Medallion 
also picked up seven other flicks 
from Allied Artists. 

Medallion is about four-and-a- 
half years old as a company. Ben 
Schrift, its prexy, started it, but it 
vasn't until Gassman, formerly a 
station consultant and resident film 
buyer for several U. S. tv outlets, 
signed on as a partner and director 
that Medallion started pulling in 
any heavy degree of product. for 
video 

First off, Gassman bought 12 
half-hour telefilms, “The Charlie 
Farrell Show,” after its CBS-TV 
summer run, and sold them to NBC 
at what his company describes as a 
“neat profit.” Then he bought four 
dubbed foreign pix, including 
“Anna” and “bitter Rice,” on 
which Medallion collected its own 
distribution coin and again sold at 
a profit, this time to King Shore 
Ltd., another distribbery for addi 
tional sales. Price to King Shore 
was reportedly in vicinity of $50, 
009. Afterwards, Medallion lined 
up the 35 Pine-Thomas pix, which 
now have been in distribution ior 
a year or more. 

And just before the new pack- 
age of 21 features, Gassman got 
the seven others from AA. The 
AA deal was not disclosed until 
now and Medallion is still with- 
holding the names since most of 
those, too, are still in theatrical dis- 
tribution. 

Other titles are: “Cloak and Dag- 
ger,” Gary Cooper; ‘“Pursued,” 
Robert Mitchum; “My Girl Tisa,” 
“South of St. Louis,” and “Alice in 
Wonderland.” 

Post-’48’s To WCBS-TV 

Nat Gassman’s Medallion Pic- 
tures set 14 of its new crop of post- 
48 features in a longterm deal 
with WCBS-TV, N. Y., this week. 
Deal, involving 10 runs per pie 
over a five-year term, comes to 
nearly $100,000. 

Station will start running them 
in April. Package includes “Face 
to Face” (RKO, James Mason star- 
ring), “A Kid for Two Farthings” 
Lopert release, “irected by Carol 
Reed and starring Diana Dors) and 
“Hansel & Gretel” (RKO). 








Toronto’s New Studio 
| For Vidpix, Features 


Toronto, March 4. 

A new studio for the production 
of tv and feature films is being 
constructed in a remodeled build+ 
ing in the heart of the city by 
Toronto International Film Stu- 
dios, Ltd. An important part of 
the project is a 150-acre ranch near 
the outskirts of the city, to be 
utilized for outdoor shooting. 

The sponsoring company, recente 
ly incorporated, is topped by N. A, 
Taylor, a vet in the Canadian mo- 
tion picture industry. Other execs 
include general manager Emile 
Harvard, who heads his own pro= 
duction firm; and v.p. David Griese 
dorf, prexy of NTA _ Telefilm 
Canada) Ltd. 

Toronto International has ace 
quired a substantial stock interest 
in Harvard Productions and Hare 
vard will continue as prexy of that 
| company. 
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GLEASON RERUNS CUE COMEDY 





“More ‘Variety Service (0 Vidpix 


On Page 1 of this issue is a news story detailing a major ex- 
pansion of Variety’s mechanical departments. This expansion 
was necessitated by an ever-growing need for greater page ca- 
pacity and flexibility to give our readers as much news as pos- 





‘HONEYMOONERS ‘Hyman Pegs AAP’s Gross From 


PARK ATREND 


Warners’ Backlog at $45,000,000 





+ Associated Artists Productions’ 





S 
$ 


sible of the various segments of internationai show business. 


























| Syndication, which pointed the take from the distribution of mo- 

A mechanical expansion is certainly a big step forward in the | Way to oe =, gr gr Mena tion pictures to television puts it 
or > asure ‘ - 

operation of any paper; however, Variety is not letting expan- ae aeeasee gums Weenie on second only to Metro TV's $51,* 

sion stop at the pressroom. Within the past six months neW | oiher ty trend, the return of 000,000 gross. Since July, 1986 

staffers have been added to the Radio-Television Department tO | comedy. : AAP, having paid $20,000,000 to 

further broaden the coverage of this vital industry. . Item: Jackie's yma sd Nig Warners for the negatives to all 

— oneymooners,” distribute ry ' 

: , , oe ‘ ae tee “a : . t -1949 celluloid, has written 
Now, to further enlarge its service to TV Films, Variety is | CBS Film Sales, is kicking up the om pee 4 f $40 seamen ‘ 

. Pets, ‘ ’ » Pe ane : »xCeSs F 00 1 240 
incorporating a new, two-page, Pulse chart covering 10 markets | heftiest rating dust of all fall pre- on vn . oa 
per week. This chart, which appears on the next two pages, lists ae er ae - — ae Sn, GE TaSeTy euemer Tey 
the top 10 network shows, time slot, station, and the average rat- | oe Pee ee Ree eee = 000,000 due from contracts made 

g yy lti-we ay ¢ } lots als foe a with tv stations on profit-par- 
ing. Top 10 multi-week shows list day and time slots, and also Item: Television Programs of stations a “profit- 
whether the show is local or network, the station and average | America’s “Tugboat Annie,” an- ticipation arrangement. 
rating. Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the chart is | other in the comedy category, just New tally for AAP comes from 
he listing of the top 20 syndicated shows including time slot, | launched in syndication has inked | Eliot Hyman, the company’s prexy. 
Station, distributor, average rating and average audience share |} deals in the major cities of Los Thirty-five ty stations have made 

ay , ee = bt : : Angeles “levels - ‘ haring rrangement tl 
coupled with a listing of the top competition, its station and | Angeles, Cleveland, Detroit, and ee ee 
average rating. This chart. packed with usable. up-to-date it Philadelphia, as well as a number AAP, which incepted this selling 

Se S chart, pe a oo ne 1 re tactic a year ago 
fc rmation, now becomes a regular weekly feature of VARIETY and Item: “Colonel Flack,” a pilot of | Generally, according to Hyman 
will cover 40 markets per month, both large and small. The | which has been lying dormant on AAP will take a guarantee on a 
Standard ARB Feature Film chart will remain as is. CBS Film Sales shelves for sea- regular three-year installment deal 
————_ sons, has been getting a good re- and also 5° of the receipts on 

Another new once a month feature will be a national listing | sponse in a syndication scouting THE total time aid talent from stations 
of the top 20 film shows based on the top 22 markets. | expedition and in all likelihood the Which cannot afford to pay cash 

P contingency of writing $20,000 per HONEY DRE AMERS for the AAP-Warner flicks. Hy- 

To further improve editorial coverage of the vidpix business | ®Pisode in orders will be met. irrently on “The Jim Backus man said that prices on the pic- 
a homeoffice editorial ‘ ritk thorough backer d i The gamble on the return of ghow "Da lv-American Broadcast- | tures were hiked last year, making 
* aa _ - man, with a thoroug ackKgroun = comedy as a fave among the public ing Networ! it feasible for the 35 stations to 
radio-television, as well as vidpix, is being transferred to Holly- | was first discerned in a VARIETY Records Transcriptions work it via the profit plan. He 
wood and the Datmy Variety office. Increased coverage of the |rundown of the pilots being Mgmt: ART WARD oO” Nn added that the net consequence of 
production centre of live as well as the filmed mediums of tele- | prepped for next season. Comedy, Oxford 7-903 =F MC the profit sharing setup meant 
Vision will increase VaARIETY’s use to its readers. — | as a category, ran second only to “substantially more in profits for 


SAG Ballots Members for Strike 
Okay in Vidblurb Staiemate 


Hollywor arch 4. 
Sereen Actors Gu: yesterday 
(Mon sent ballots to members 
asking to vote authority to the 
board to call a strike in the tele- 


+ 





Geo. Murphy to Desilu 


Hollywood, March 4 


| 
| 


the westerns. 

Feeling is that in more difficult 
economic times such as the present, 
the public will be turning to their 


Metro TV's 3- nl 


AAP than by 
rangement.” 

While he did outline the general 
plan for profit sharing, Hyman in- 


the usual station ar- 


tv sets for laughs. Therefore, the ‘ e ] dicated that some of the deals 
parade of comedy pilots. ° M nl As vary, but still provide AAP with 
When initially telecast “The én; In a a goodly hunk of coin for the fea- 


Honeymooners” on the net was an 
also ran entry. But in syndication, 
aired since the fall, it’s been a rat- 
ing winner in market after market, 
in a period of a recessive economy. 

Another straw if the wind is the 
experience of “The Thin Man” 
series on NBC-TV. Colgate-Palm- 


A Theatrical, Too 


project to link 
“Northwest Pass- 


If the Metro 
three episodes of 


ture and cartoon films. 
We'ner flicks are on 144 differ- 
ent tv stations, he said 


NBC Int'l in Big 





film commercial field after reach-| George Murphy, formerly in| glive renewed after 26 weeks, with age” together in the feature format 

ing an impasse in negotiations with charge of pub relations at Metro, the decision made to accent for theatrical distribution abrood 2. 

vid blurb producers and ad agen-| has joined Desilu Productions as comedy in the skein rather than ; ’ ‘0 T p haff PI 

cies | v.p. in charge of public affairs nawiiene works out, the Loew's Metro TV i alrs ay 
Guild also sent a summary of Prexy-owner Desi Arnaz said | ‘Syndicators feeling that they|¢*Pects to follow through with a 

current negotiations, rev:» ng; Murphy will act as his liaison of-| ,¢° closer to the local situation feature on “The Diary of the Thin) NBC International, along with 

sharp cleavage between SAG and/|ficer in charge of relations with | then the nets or the ad agencies, Man.” CBS Film Sales, is feeding the for- 

employers in many categories, | "¢tworks, sponsors, ad agencies.| fing a ready response on the local, ur), ” Ceatiee at iq | ©'8n market with upper grade pub- 

SAG contract with >mployers ex-|i2d'-strial and commercial  ac- | : Thin Man” feature also would | ji affairs programming. 





level to a good comedy show. 


pired Saturday (1), m< mbers | Counts, and indie tv and theatrical The rub, of course, is that it’s D€ composed of three half-hour Shows distributed by NBC In- 
are still working in teleblurbs with | lm producers. hard to come by a fresh “Phil Sil- episodes, connected together via ternational include “NBC Opera,” 
the understanding that any agree- vers Show,” for example, the writ-) freshly shot bridging footage. The > ide ag Ww _ Os may 20,” 
“ oe aati te 3 : F . . ' E ; 2 “Rom ternal,” “Wis n,” an 
ment be retroactive to date the ing and acting demands for good od is being utilized for : 2 sdon and 


pact expired. 

Working negotiation committees 
on both coasts and by N.Y. and} 
Chicago branch councils unani- 
mously recommended the strike 
authorization, the Guild informed 





New: Syndicated 
Half-Hours Now 


comedy being what they are. For 
a long while, syndication veered 
away from the comedy format for 
that reason. 

But TPA was able to kick off 
“Tugboat Annie” via a deal with 





same met! 
“Northwest 
aired on 


“Passage,” 


Passage,” due to be 
NBC-TV next season 
which was shot in 
foreign 
late 


be released for 
distribution in 


color, will 


theatrical 





such specials as “‘Look at Russia,” 
“Southeast Asia” 
Against the Ice.” 

Kinnes are utilized for such live 
vehicles as “WWW” and “NBC 
Opera.” The shows are being aired 


and “Eleven 





members “While we earnestly | Lever Bros. of Canada for expo- mind in such countries as Australia, Eng- 
(Continued on page 55! | sure north of the border. It also *! 5 apnea e land, Austria, Belguim, Denmark, 
ee ; é e at has been sold in England. Now, it’s) Metro move marks another at- Germany, Iraq, Italy, Luxembourg, 
| 9 | being peddled in the States.and | tempt ‘o bridge both mediums with Netherlands, Sweden and Switzer- 
STANWYCK SERIES ON finding the same receptive climate | essentially the same product. 20th- land 
é N Days of the old rule-of-thumb on apparently afforded to “Colonel Fox distributed the ‘“20th-Fox Kinnes of the World Series, a 
maximum production costs for .Flack Hour” theatrically abroad, without public affairs show of a different 
WM. MORRIS AGENDA syndicated vidpix series appear to The wind may be blawing in the? too mucn Suecess. Warner Bros vein, te sold in Japan. Cae 
Hollywood, March 4. be over. Syndication houses have “irection of yoks instead of shoot-| RKO Radio Pictures and other For the pub-affairs shows, NBC 
An anthology vi¢pix series host-| abandoned any arbitrary figure ©™-UPS. studios have been utilizing features — Ferme pag | rights have 
ed by Barbara Stanwyck, and wi such as the $25,000 level which | as pilots for projected series but beea a NBC ran into a 
the aci>vss starring in 26 of the 3) | used to obtain and afe now going . 9 | not too successfully as yet. And, union ass e with AFT RA and tal- 
wins . by as high as‘$35,000 per negative j t t lof course, there is the deluge of ent agencies when it sold the Perry 
i ee pores desir ahedieaaad po Be — me oun erspy | vintage theatrical pix being shown Como show for exposure in Eng- 
— . : “¢ He pr : | ’ erran » 2 _ 2. « 
rently in negotiations with ad Theory,-as it was used a couple | jon tv scree ns, the yon oe _ land 
agencies and sponsors for a fall| of years back, was based on a| | sentation by far of essentially the, 


start for the series. 
Miss Stanwyck would form her 


“maximum” first run gross, which 
after deducting distribution costs 


As Telepix Series 


same product utilized for the two 
media. 


WPIX’S ‘LASSIE’ BUY 
WPIX, N. Y., 
original “Lassie” 


has bought the 


series, which will 


, any to film the shows.| would be equivalent to the nega-|  ,, Ls ’ > 
Seed damedinien have already | tive costs of the shows. Under! . Counterspy, a radio series, m be retitled for its syndication ride 
been held between agencies, spon-| such a theory, it was felt that will be converted into a telefilm MCA TV REACTIVATES | Deal was made via Television 
sors and the Morris agency, ex- | $25,000 was generally the most | Stes by Bernard L. Schubert, | Programs of America, which is dis- 


clusive reps of the Stanwyck pack- | 


age. 


‘ 





Sez Phil C ohen_ 


(¥.P., SSC&B) 


OUT IN MARCH 











even on firstrun sales. 
However, most syndicators today 





| G-T’s ‘Philip Marlowe’ 


produced by Goodson-Todman in 


Matthew Rapf will produce and 


‘Ted Post direct. Chandier will act | 


| as technical advisor. 


that a syndicator could spend for | P’exy of Telestar Films. 


——- if he expected to break | 


All rights to “Counterspy” were 


| acquired by Schubert from Phillips 
| H. Lord, 


a subsid of RKO 
Teleradio Pictures, for $150,000. 


Inc., 


radio property to be converted to a 
telefilm series, others having been 
“Gangbusters” and “Mr. District 


sold to RKO in 1954. 
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BELLAMY SERIES 


With Ralph Bellamy enjgying a 
new popularity due to his starring 


MCA TV purchased all rights to 
the s' 
and aims to sell them for stripping 


entire 82 segments have been sold 


purchased the series for WJKB-TV, 
Detroit; WJW-TV, Cleveland; and 
'WSPD-TV, Toledo. 


. . he £ d . - . : 0% ai _ #e 
‘Live of Film’ | ve tbandoned that hear. and | Srcr a be med fa Holgwond Fle Inthe Broadway liter “Sun The 
helf-heurs revesis the majority of and Engiand. with Jacques Finke rise at Campobello,” MCA TV is Sa 
Less Important Than them budgeted at between $30,000 slated to do the scripting. A cast giving “Follow That Man,” a Bell 58 Goose Hangs High 
‘C 1 or Bad’ and $35,000 each. In fact, the pilots . director will be chosen short- amy starrer, another syndication 
7000 O (Continued on page 52) F “Counterspy” is the third Lord | Tide. Opines 


“in, consisting of 82 episodes ' 


Hollywood, March 4. | Attorney.” Schubert at one time | It distributeé the series, known 
| “Philip Marlowe,” based on Ray- | was associated with Lord in the @S “Man Against Crime” on the 

One of the interesting }mond Chandler whodunit novels, | packaging of radio shows. The | CBS-TV net, until June 1956, when In 
features In is set as a new vidpix series, to be | Lord properties and company were | its second-run rights expired. The 


VARIETY | association with CBS-TV. Pilot ‘to WCBS-TV, N.Y., for across-the- | “oar me 
* |rolls this week with Philip Carey board programming at 5 p.m. Also,|| Semi-4nnual’ TV Film Issue 
Semi-innual TV Film Issue || in title role. More TV Film News the Storer Broadcasting Co. has 


tributing the off-network property, 
produced by Robert Maxwell 





Earl Rettig 


(Pres, Calif. Natienal Productions) 


VARIETY 


OUT IN MARCH 
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VARIETY - TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART. 


VARIETY's weekly chart is based on 


the 
4 


22 


major markets regularly reported by Tele- 





























pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S. markets, covered 
he course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Vari ETY chart is a conipilation of data on syndicated fil as well as network and live programs, tn each 
a Linder the tov 10 ultt-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local progr ing and the ‘(*) for network shows. 
NEW YORK Stati ons: WABC, WABD, WATV, WCBS, WOR, WPIX, WRCA. TV Homes: 4,175,300. Survey Dates: February 1-8, 8, 1958. 
roP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AY. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRB. RTG. SH.; PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
1. Luvey-Desi Show (Mon, 8:00-9:00) WCBS 43.0} 1. Sea Hunt (Sat. 10:30 WCBS Ziv 23.6 42; Your Hit Parade .-WRCA 17.2 
> Perry Come (Sat. 8:00-9:00) -WRCA 424' 2. Honeymooners ‘Tues. 7:00 WRCA CBS 17.4 38 7 O'Clock Report WCBS 145 
Playhouse 96 (Thurs. 9:30-11:00 WCBS 38.9 (CBS News—Edwards ..WCBS 14.0 
4. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30) WCBS 37.8! 3. If You Had a Million ‘Sat. 7:0( WCBS CBS 16.1 41/ Children’s Hour WABD 6.4 
5. Person to Person (Fri. 10:30-11:00) .WCBS 37.5| 4. Mike Hammer (1 10:30 WCBS .-MCA 15.3 33 | Vice WRCA 11.7 
6 Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10-00 WCBS 35.6| 5. Code Three (Wed. 10:3( WRCA ABC 15.2 28| Circle Theatre WCBS 24.2 
7. Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30) WRCA 35.2; 6. Highway Patrol ‘Mon. 7:00 WRCA Ziv 14.7 35 | }7 O’Clock Repori WCBS 12.3 
8. December Bride (Mon. 9:30-10:00) WCBS 34.9 | 'CBS News—Edwards WCBS 13.0 
9. Dean Martin Show ‘Sat. 9:00-10:00). WRCA 34.2 | Death Valley Days ‘Wed. 7:00 WRCA U.S. Borax 12.2 28) | 7 O'Clock Report WCBS 15.0 
10. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30) WCBS 33.6 ' CBS News Edwards ..WCBS 14.5 
| 8. Silent Service ‘I 7:06 WRCA NBC 10.7 26| | 7 O'Clock Report WCBS 14.0 
: 'CBS News—Edwards WCBS 14.5 
Eas ee = 9. Popeye (Mon-Fri-Sun. 6:00 WPIX AAP 10.3 27| Early Show WCBS 11.0 
rOP TEN MULTE-WEEKLY SHOWS AV.| 10. Boots and Saddles (1 7:00 WRCA.... NBC 99  24| /7 O'Clock Report WCBS 140 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. | 'CBS News—Edwards WCBS 13.8 
| 11. Looney Tunes (\I I 6:30 WABD AAP-Guild 98 25 | Early Show WCBS 10.8 
sf News, Wea, Sports (M-F 11-11:15)..WCBS 22.3; 12. Popeye (Sat. 5:00 WPIX AAP 9.1 27 ' Susie WCRS 7.2 
ee CBS News (M-F 7:15-7:30 WCBS 14.0 | (Early Show .......... WCBS 10.1 
 & News & Wea ‘(M-F 11-11:15) WRCA 14 0} 13. Amos ’n’ Andy ‘Mon.-Fri. 6:30 WPIX CBS 83 22| Early Show .........- WCBS 10.8 
2. 7 O'Clock Report (M-F 7-7:15) WCBS 14.0} 14. Harbor Command ‘| 10:30) WABC Ziv 8.2 13 Person to Person....... WCBS 37.5 
&. Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) WABC 12.8/15. Annie Oakley ‘Sun. 6:00 WABC . CBS 7.7 22 | Beat the Clock WCBS 86 
6. *Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 WRCA 10.9) 16. Annie Oakley ‘Sat. 6:30 WABC CBS 7.4 24; | Early Show VCBS 68 
y B Late Show (M-F 11:15-12 Mid.) WCBS 10.8 | '6:45 Report WCBS 6.3 
7. ‘Popeye (M-F 6-6:30) WPIX 10.8| 16. Susie (Mon.-Sat. 5:00 WCBS TPA 7.4 25 Fun at Five .WCBS 6.5 
9. Ear'y Show (M-F 5:30-7:00) .. WCBS 10.4} 18. Highway Patrol (Wed. 9:30 WPIX Ziv 6.6 9| Kraft TV Theatre WRCA 27.8 
10. Looney Tune (M-F 6:30-7:00) .WABD 9.8'19. My Little Margie ‘M-F 9:30 a.m.) WCBS Official 63 42 Sandy Becker Show WABD 4.4 
‘ 120. Twenty Six Men ‘Tues. 10:30 WABC ABC 6.2 13 | Mike Hammar WCBS 15.3 
OKLAHOMA CITY Stations: KGEO, KWTV, WKY. TV Homes: 119,100. Survey Dates: Jan. 13-20, ‘1958. 
ch oS =. 1. Highway Patrol (Thurs. 8:30) KWTV.... Ziv 26.9 39) Ernie Ford WKY 32.2 
& Gene Oe as KWTV = 49.5) 4. State Trooper (Thurs. 9:00) WKY MCA 26.9 41) Lineup KWTV 275 
2. Bobe Hope Fri. 2 30-8:30) WKY 36.8 3. Whirlybirds ‘Tues. 9:30) KWTV CBS 25.9 43) Men of Annapolis WKY 19.5 
3, Perry Como ‘Sat. 7:00-9:00) WKY 33.8). 4° Silent Service (Sat. 9:30) KWTV NBC 25.5  44/ Your Hit Parade WKY 21.5 
4. Have Gun, Travel (Sat. 8-:30-9:00).. KWTV = 32.5) 5° Captain David Grief (Fri. 8:00 KWTV.... Guild 245  36/M. Squad WKY 26.9 
4. Loretta Young (Sun. 9-9:30) WKY 32.5 5. Decoy (Fri. 9:00 KWT\ Official 24.5 36 | Boxine WKY 30.2 
| (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) WKY eS co i ; ve Ee 8 by mgs KY 04.8 
& Ernie Fore (1 , vey  a9'g| 7. City Detective (Thurs. 9:30 KWTV.... MCA 242 40|Jane Wyman WKY 24.5 
7. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 8-8:30) KWTV 31.9) 3° Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 6:30 WKY NTA 242 40) Rin Tin Tin KGEO 183 
8. Dinah Shore ‘Sun. 8:00-9:00) WKY = 30.7! 9° ©. Henry Playhouse ‘Wed. 9:30 WKY Gross-Krasne 232 37/U. S. Steel Hour KWTV 235 
9. W hat “4 My Line ‘Sun. 9 =0-30:00) KWTV 30.5 10. Harbor Command ‘Sun. 9:30) WKY Ziv 22.2 36 What's M- Line KWTV 30.2 
10. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 8:30-9:00) KWTV 30.2 11. Popeye Theatre (M-F 6:00) KGEO AAP 513 91 |News (6 PM) WKY 127 
rOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS | Wea. (6:15 P.M.) WKY 18.6 
J News, (M-F 10-10:15) WKY 26.1|12. Martin Kane ‘Thurs. 8:00 W KY Ziv 20.5 30 | Climax KWTV 28.9 
2. Wea, Sports (M-F 10:15-10:30) WKY 244,13. Men of Annapolis ‘Tues. 9:30) WKY ‘ Ziv 19.5 32 | Whirlvbirds KWTV 25.9 
3. tNews (M-F 10-10:15) KWTV 22.1| 14. Cisco Kid ‘Sun. 3:00 KWTV Ziv 18.2 41| Wide Wide World WKY 18.5 
4. ‘Popeye Theatre (M-F 6-6:30) KGEO 21.3/15. Annie Oakley ‘Fri. 6:30) KWTV CBS 17.9 30 | Sheriff of Cochise WKY 24.2 
5 Wea, Mise. (M-F 10:15-10:30) KWTV 21.1| 15. Sky King ‘Sat. 11:00 WKY Nabisco 17.9 71 | Young People’s Concert.. KWTV 72 
6. News (M-F 6-6:15) WKY 18.7|17. Boots & Saddles (Tues. 9:30) KGEO NBC 15.2 95, Whirlvbirds KWTV 259 
7. tWea ‘(M-F 6:15-6:30) WKY 18.6| 18. Casey Jones (Sun. 5:00) WKY Screen Gems 15.0 36 Texas Rangers KGEO 13.2 
8. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) KGEO °17.4| 19. Studio 57 (Thurs. 10:30 KWTV .. MCA 145 40, Tonight Show WKY 13.2 
9. Satellite Four (M-F 5-5:45) WKY 15.0} 20. Charlie Chan ‘Wed. 8:00 KGEO TPA 11.9 18, Kraft TV Theatre WKY 28.2 
16. *News Room (M-F 12-12:15) WKY 14.1! ESS 
AMARILLO Stations: KFDA, KGNC, KVII. TY Homes: 38,700. Survey Dates: Jan. 13-20, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Sheriff of Cochise ‘Tues. 9:30) KGNC NTA 30.8 54| Harbor Command KFDA 13.8 
1. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 9-9:30) KFDA  43.3| 2. Death Valley Days ‘Thurs. 8:30) KFDA U.S. Borax 29.8 43 | Ernie Ford KGNC 33.3 
2, Have Gun, Travel (Sat. 8:30-9:00) KFDA 393| 3. Highway Patrol (Mon. 10:00) KGN¢ Ziv 28.8 59 | 3 Ne ws— Bill Johns KFDA 19.5 
3. Perry Como (Sat. 7-8:00) KGNC 38.1 | - ; ; ie i Be me | | Wea.. Mise. KFDA 14.0 
4. Tales of Wells Fargo (M. 7:30-8:00) KGNC  37.8| 4. Victory at Sea (Sat. 9:30) © KFDA NBC 27.3 46 | Your Hit Parade KGNC 18.8 
5. Restless Gun (Mon. 7-7:30) KGNC 35.3| 5. Mayor of the Town Sun. 8:30) KFDA MCA 26.3 41 Dinah Shore KCNC 28.3 
6. Lineup ‘Fri. 9-9:30) KFDA 34.8| 6. Popeye (Sat. 10:30 am.) — KFDA ... AAP 25 8 68 | Andy's Gane KGNC 12.3 
7. Wrestling ‘Thurs. 9-10 00) KFDA 33.8| 7. Twenty Six Men (Wed. 9:30 KGN( ABC 25 0 45; US. Steel Hour ...... KFDA 16.8 
8. Oh Susanna (Sat. 8-8:30) KFDA 33.5| 8. San Francisco Beat (Thurs. 9:30) KGNC CBS 23.8 38 WECM. 2. 5 cutee es KFDA 33.0 
9. Ernie Ford (Thurs. 8:30-9:00) KGNC 33.3} 9. Captain David Grief (Sun. 4:30 KFDA Guild 23.3 73 | Town Forum. KGNC 53 
10. Danny Thomas (Mon, 8-8:30) KFDA 32.8| 10. Silent Service ‘Mon. 8:30 KGNC NBC 22.5 34 | December Bride KFDA 30.8 
10. I've Got a Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00) KFDA 32 S| 11. Stage Seven (Thurs. 10:00) KGNC TPA 22.3 47 | | eee Johns KFDA 20.0 
— oa a = re —— ' Wea., Misc. KFDA 16.5 
: rOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS _| 42. State Trooper (Tues. 7:30 KFDA ... MCA 218 35, Wvatt Earp KVII 293 
5. Code Three (W-F 10-10:30) KGNC 20.5; 13. Code Three (Wed., Fri. 10:00) KGNC ABC 20.5 45 | | News—Rill Johns KFDA 24.0 
2. *News—Bill Johns (M-F 10-10:15) . KFDA 19.9 | | Wea., Misc. KFDA 220 
3. +News, Wea. (M-F 10:30-10:45) KGNC 19.1/ 14. Cisco Kid ‘Thurs. 6:30) KFDA Ziv 20.3 35 | Tic Tac Dough KGNC 21.3 
4. ‘News-Wea. (M-F 6-6:15) KGNC 18.3 | as. Decoy ‘Mon. 9:00) KFDA Official 19.3 31 | Suspicion KGNC 29.8 
5. ‘Popeye (M-F 4-4:30) KFDA 18.2/ 4 Gray Ghost (Sun. 9:30) KGNC CBS 19.3 34!/ Alfred Hitchcok KFDA 30.8 
6. *NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30) KGNC 17.7 17, Kit Carson (Fri. 6:30 KGNC MCA 188 34 Rin Tin Tin KVII 20.5 
7. ‘i News—Bill Johns (M-F 6- 6 15) KFDA 16.5/18. Popeye ‘Mon.-Fri. 4:00) KFDA . AAP 18:2 57| Comedy Time ....... KGNC 73 
8. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 4 6.00) KVIT + 16.4) 19. Captain David Grief ‘Mon. 9:30) KFDA Guild 17.8 31 | Suspicion KGNC 32.8 
9. ‘tSports, Wea. Today (M-F 61 5-6:30) KFDA 15.2! 20. Whirlybirds (Tues. 6:30) KGNC CBS 16.8 28 | Cheyenne F* i 24.3 
10. *Art Linkletter (M-F_ 1:30-2 00) KFDA 13.2! t 
RICHMOND “Stations: WVRA, WTVR, WXEX. TV Homes: 93,300. Survey Dates: Jan. 2-9, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 1. Esso Golden Playhouse ‘Tues. 8:30)... WTVR Official 26.7 40 | Eddie Fisher WXEX 282 
<—Perey Come (Sat, 60:00) WXEX383| 2 Sheriff of Cochise (Tues. 7:00) WXEX ...NTA 25.0  50| 'WTVR News Rptr. WTVR 143 
: 4 ke (Sat. 10-10:30) WRVA 35.7] ' ; . ' News—John Daly WTVR 16.0 
, wags 9 Gun ¢ 30-830) WTVR  328| 3+ Whirlybirds (Wed. 7:00) WXEX CBS 20.9 44| ) WTVR News Rptr. WTVR 17.0 
3. Save ric = “ls Fa . iM 8:30-9:00). WXEX 32 5| ' News—John Daly WTVR 16.0 
2 oe «#736 8 30) _ WTVR 32.3 | 4. O. Henry Playhouse ‘Tues. 10:30) WRVA Gross Krasne 195 51 National Wrestling ..WXEX 12.5 
5 Sugar Foot | —_ : 8 8 3()) " WXEX 312 | 5. Martin Kane ‘Tues. 9:00 WRVA Ziv 19.0 30 | Adventures of McGraw..WXEX 25.2 
6. sone a 8 30) WTVR 30.0| 6 Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00) WXEX U.S. Borax 189  46| ‘WTVR News Rptr. WTVR 14.0 
8. G. E. Theatre (Sun. 9-9:30) WRVA 28 0 re = ; re =e ee ” 5 1 News -John Daly WTVR 15.0 
‘hevy Show (Sun, 9-10:00) WXEX 27.7| 7. Hopalong Cassidy ‘Sun. 6:30) WTVR NBC 18.7 = 45 | 20th Century WRVA_ 13.7 
9. Che iy *hurs. 8:30-9:00) WTVR 277| 8. Silent Service (Sat. 10:30 WTVR NBC 17.0 38, Your Hit Parade WXEX 16.9 
10, Real McCoys Hig 30 8-30) WXEX 27.7| .9- Your All Star The atre ‘Sun. 5 30) WTVR Screen Gems 16.7 40 Saber of London WXEX 16.9 
10, Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-6:. en 10. Gray Ghost (Thurs. 7:20 WRVA CBS 16.2 32 Circus Bov WTYVR 20.0 
roe TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Susie ‘Wed. 10:30 WXEX TPA 152 37 | Boxing. Misc. WTVR 135 
1. *News—John Daly (M-F 7:15-7:30). WTVR  15.4| 12. Guy Lombardo (Thurs. 7:00) WXEX MCA 13.9 34)‘ WTVR News Rptr. WTVR 15.0 
2. *American Bandstand M-F 3-5:00) .WTVR 14.9 'News—John Daly WTVR 15.3 
3 “Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) WTVR —-:14.9/ 13. Sky Kings ‘Tues. 6:00 WTVR Nabisco 13.9 42 Autry-Rogers WRVA 133 
4. ‘WIVR News Reporter (M-F 7-7:15) WTVR 14.8; 14. Aanie Oakley (Mon. 6:00 WTVR CBS 13.0 88 Autry-Rogers WRVA 11.2 
5. *As the World Turns (M-F 1:30-2:00) WRVA 13.3) 15. Mama ‘Tues. 6:30 WTVR CBS 12.5 33 Autrv-Rogers WRVA 13.0 
6 <Ranchhouse Tales (W-F 6-630) . WTVR  13.1/ 16. My Little Margie (M-W-F 11:30). WRVA Official 125 62] President Eisenhower | WRVA 70 
7 Autry-Rogers (M-W-F 6-7:00) WRVA 13.0 17. Public Defender ‘Fri. 7:00) WXEX Interstate 12.4 35 | WTVR News Rptr. WTVR 13.7 
8. My Little Margie (M-W-F 1-1:30) WRVA 12.5 'News—John Daly WTVR 14.7 
9 Do You Trust Wife (M-F 3:30-4:00) WTVR 12.0' 18. Men of Annapolis ‘Mon. 8:00 WRVA Ziv li 19 Restless Gum WXEX 31.2 
18. Guiding Light (M-W-F 12:45-1:00).. WRVA 11.8,19. Victory at Sea ‘Sat. 10:00 WXEX NBC 11.2 18 Gunsmok WRVA 35.7 
10. NBC News (M-F 6:45-7:00) WXEX 11.8 20. 1 Search for Adventure (Sat 7:00) WRVA Bagnall 11.0 25 | Million Dollar Movie wx ox 17.9 
COLUMBUS Station : WBNS-T TV, W WLW-C, WTVN. TV Homes: 173,600. Survey Dates: Jan. 2-9, 1958. 
> TEN NETW cs Ss 1. Highway Patrol ‘Tues. 10:30 WBNS Ziv 61| The Falcon in WTVN . 
rOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 2° Death Valley Days (Sun. 9.30 WBNS ___ U.S. Borax 48 | Chevy Show WLC 222 
1. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 10:00) WBNS 45.5! 3. Last of the Mobicans ‘Sat. 10:30) WBNS TPA 49 | Your Hit Parade WLW-C_ 175 
2. G. E. Theatre ‘Sun, 9:00 WBNS 39.5; 4. Honeymooners ‘Sat. 7:00 WBNS CBS ; 52| Midwest Hayride ..... WLW-C 142 
3. Luey-Desi Show (Fri. 9:00) WBNS 39.4; 5. Popeye Theatre (Tues.-F 6:00 WBNS Asso. Artists 2.9 i8| Casey Jones ........ WTYN 13.2 
4. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00) WBNS 37.2) 6 Sky King ‘Fri. 6:30 WBNS Nabisco an.2 58| J. Mack Brown ........ WTWN 11.0 
5. Ed Sullivan ‘Sun. 8:00) WBNS 36.8) 7. Soldiers of Fortune (Thurs. 6:30 WTVN MCA 22.0 50| Martin Kane WBNS 15.5 
6. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00 WLW-C 36.1! 8. O. Henry Playhouse (Fri. 7:00 WTVN G. Krasne 21.9 43 ' Looking-Long WBNS 20.0 
7. Plavhouce 90 (Thurs. 9:30) WBNS 35.3 CBS News—Edwards ..WBNS 20.3 
8. Lassie ‘Sun. 7:00) WBNS 32.9| 9. Captain David Grief (Thurs. 7:30 WBNS Guild 21.2 36 | Circus Boy WTVYN 25.2 
9. Lineup ‘Fri. 10:00) WBNS 32.2/10. Star Performance (Thurs. 8:00 WBNS Official . 20.5 28 | Zorro WTVN 28.9 
10. $64,000 Question (Tues. 10:00) WBNS 31.9/' 11. Whirlybirds ‘Thurs. 7:00 WTVN CBS 20.3 36| ‘| Looking-Long WBNS 21.0 
> TEN TI-WEEKLY S Ss 'CBS News—Edwards ..WBNS 20 
rOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 12. Annie Oakley ‘Mon. 6-00) WBNS CBS 19.9 48) Hopalong Cassidy WTVN 183 
3; Popeye Theatre (Tues.-Fri. 6-6:30) WBNS 22.9 13. Cisco Kid ‘Sun. 5:30 WTVN Ziv 19.5 a >, ee ee WBNS 16.9 
2. *CBS News ‘Mon.-Fri. 7:15-7 30) WBNS 21.5 14. Mama ‘Wed. 6:30 WBNS : aw ans 19.2 SS iCel, Mheem .....ccccces WTVN 95 
3. ‘Looking-Long (Mon -Fri k, 7:15) WBNS — 21.3/ 14. Gray Ghost (Fri. 7:30 WBNS CBS 19.2 33} Bin Tin Tie... 5. ..scs8 WTVN~ 25.2 
4. “Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6:00) WTVN —_21.2/ 16. Silent Service (Mon. 7:00 WTVN NBC ..6.5 18.9 39] ' Looking-Long . ...WBNS 22. 
5. ‘News-Pepper, Wea (M-F \ 1:15 WBNS 20.9 | |CBS News—Edwards .. WBNS 204 
6 Casner Capers ‘Mon.-Fri. 4-5 00) WTVN 19.7; 1%. Frontier (Tues. 6:30 WTVN NBC 18.4 49 Outdoors—Mack WBNS 12.9 
7. “Capt. Kangaroo (M-F 8-8 ‘s > a.m.) WBNS 14.6; 18. Waterfront ‘Tues. 7:30 WBNS MCA 17.9 28 | Sugarfoot WTVN 29.7 
8 *Art Linkletter (M-F 2:30-3:00) WBNS 13.8/ 19. My Little Margie (Sun. 4:00 WBNS Official 17.5 40) Sunday Showboat WTVN 13.0 
9, *50-50 Club (M-F 12-1:15) .. WLW-C 13.7| 20. Charlie Chan (Wed. 7:00) WTVN BE visnasans 17.2 35| ' Looking-Long WBNS 21.3 
10. News, Wea. ‘(M-F 11-11:15)....... WLW-C 13.5 | | iCBS News Edwards . WBNS 21.7 
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BOSTON _ ee ee, im Stations: _WBZ, VeHDH, WNAC. TV Homes: 873 .200. Survey Dates: Four weeks ending Feb. 7, 1958. 
i TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. | ~ TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
F K. PROGR: LAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.;RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME _ STA. DISTRIB. _ __RTG. SH, PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
1. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11)......WNAC 42 3| & Whirlybirds (Tues. 7:00) <0000.0.. opens) aw 27.5 56 | News, Weather. ....... ‘WNAC 133 
z erry € Re “2 | Comedy Theatre...... WN 2 
; Guan wa wea WBZ, 408) 2. Annie Oakley (Sun 5:00). .......... WNAC....CBS 96.9 54 Wide Wide World... Whe 165 
4. Groucho Marx (Thurs 8-8:30)..” || WBZ 279| 3 Code Three (Tues 10 30).......-. WNAC.... ABC 354  53| Studio $7..........000. WBZ 14.4 
5. Climax (Thurs. 8:30-9:30) "NAC 373 | 3. Honeymooners (Sat. 1U:30).......-. WNAC CBS 25.4 50 | Your Hit Parade........ WBZ 15.9 
6. Have Gun, Travel (Sat. 9-30-10) “WNAC < 50 | 5. Gray Ghost ‘Wed. 7:00).......... WBZ CBS 24.4 54, | News, Weather WNAC 163 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 9:30-10) WNAC _35.0/ ,; sat. 7 1B: lt mgnane FE OO a i I 
’ aucy-Desi Show (Ac Q) = ; " ighway Patrol] (Sat. 7:00) ........ E Ziv ‘ oots and Saddles...... WNAC 21.2 
8. I ° fon. 8-9 WNAC 348 5. H h v P. trol (S t 00) WBZ Z ; 24.4 49 B 
8. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30 WNAC 24 8 | 7. Frontier ‘Sun. 4 30) coceers WNAC NBC 24.0 48 | Wide Wide World...... WBZ 180 
10. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) . WwW ab 344 7. Harbor Command (Sun 7:00)....... WNAC Ziv 24.0 40 | Twenty Six Men WBZ 23.2 
" 7. Martin Kane (Sun 5:30) .......... WNAC Ziv 24.0 8 See WBZ 25.4 
7%. Silent Service (Fri. 7:00).......... WBZ NBC 24.0 51]! News, Weather....... WNAC 17.7 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV , : = ’ ; | Patti Page Sane x Oe 16.7 
RK. P ; er’ ‘mip . ‘ wwe vo/ i. Topper (Fri. 6:30)...........+e00. WNAC Tele Star 23.9 55 | ! Boston Movietime......WB 15.3 
: PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG Seepage sa nate a | News, Weather WBZ 150 
ee satan’ ta das ad ee 2. ‘wenty Six Men (Sun. (BZ d > 23.2 39 | Harbor Command WNAC 240 
: eg io a 6: 45 a wae . 4 13. Dr. Hudson’s Secret J’l. (Fri. 10:30)... WNAC MCA 23.0 42) | Boxing, Miscellaneous. . WBZ 18.3 
- ; a hte a 2. ‘BZ B. | Sports ree topes VN BZ 16.7 
Hy ae pad Weather (M-F l- 11: 15) WNAC 15.8 14. State Trooper (Sun. 10:30) WNAC MCA 21.8 40 Decoy WBZ 20) 4 
. oe Ovie Time (M-F 4:45-6:45). . W BZ 15.3 15. Boots and Saddles (Sat. 7:00) WNAC NBC 21.2 43 | Highway Patrol........ WBZ 244 
4. ‘Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5: 30-6)  WNAC 153/16. Sheriff of Cochise (Sun. 6:30) WNAC NTA ae tl “ae perpreenine: WBZ 22.2 
. soe ‘n’ Andy (M-F 5-5:30) WNAC 15.1} 17. Deeoy (Sun. 10:30) WBZ Official 20.4 38/State Trooper ......... WNAC 21.8 
6. (Arthur Godfrey (M-Th 10:30-11.30)..WNAC 15.1) 17. Sky King (Wed. 6:00) WNAC.... Nabisco 204 47 / Boston Movietime VBZ 19.0 
9. “Guiding ‘Light. (MI F 12-451 WNAC 14.5 19. Count of Monte Cristo (Wed. 6:30) . WNAC TPA 20.2 45 ‘Boston Movietime......WBZ 19.7 
S ge 4 (M- 45-1) 9 .WNAC 144 | News, Weather WBZ 18.3 
10, *Search, Tomorrow (M-¥ 12-30-12:45) WNAC 14.1, 20.“ Frontier Doeter (Thurs. 7:00) WBZ HTS 20.0 44) '!News, Weather WNAC 18.3 
{ 'Sports Time WNAC 16.0 
PHILADELPHIA — ee eda Stations: WCAU, WFIL, WRCV, WVUE. TV Homes: 1,160,300. Survey Dates: Feb. 1-8, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS decker’. © al _ oa = 
“1. Perry Como (Sat. 8-9) ..00.......WRCV 40.2! . , . ‘cAU_ TRE 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10-10:30)........ WCAU 38.9 1. San Francisco Beat (Sat. 10:30) WCAU CBS 24 2 39 Your Hit Parade WRCV 219 
3. Last Word (Sun. 3:45-4).......... WCAU 373, 2 Popeye (M-F 6) . wots s te teeeees WFIL, AAP 23.9 61, Million $ Movie WCAU 78 
4. Danny Thomas ‘Mon. 9-9:30) ...... WCAU  35.0| 3: Highway Patrol (Sat. 7) ........; a ER od 22.2 53 Captain David Grief WRCV 145 
5. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11)........ WCAU 3492, 3 Mike Hammer (Tues. 10:30)......... WCAU MCA 22.2 42 Boots & Saddles WRCV 15.9 
6. Lucy-Desi Show (Mon. 8-9). WCAU 33 | 5 Honeymooners (Tues. 7)........... WRCV CBS 21.9 47 Official Detective WCAL 129 
7. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10) WCAU 39 9 6. Annie Oakley (Sat. 5:30) AA we AL CBS 20.2 57 Damon Runyon Theatre. .WFIL 95 
8. Groucho Marx (Thurs. 8-3:30) WRCV 399| 7. Sheriff of Cochise (Sun. 6)........ WCAU NTA 19.9 50 | Reader's Digest WFIL 115 
9. What’s My Line (Sun. 10:30-11) WCAU 315 S. Ge Gees GO, 2)... ... . ss as eons WCAU CBS 19.9 41 | Death Valley Days...... WRCV 15.9 
10. Loretta Young ‘Sun. 10-10:30) WRCV 319 A Harbor Command i ree WCAU Ziv 19.9 et eee Ms an cea eceooces WRCV 10.5 
10. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9) WRCV 312/10. Sky King (Sat. 6).. .........eeeee, WCAU Nabisco 18.9 et INNS 56a vcs s vane in WRCV 75 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY S |}10. Whirlybirds (Wed. 7)............... WCAU CBS 18.9 Ste Ml. i vnas chuewens WREV 16.5 
z > TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS | 12. Frontier Doctor (Thurs. 7) ........ WCAU HTS 18.2 40 | State Trooper ......... WRCV 15.5 
a. ‘Popeye’ (M-F 6-6:30) WFIL 23.9'13. Martin Kane (Wed. 10:30).......... WRCV Ziv 17.7 30 | Circle Theatre......... WCAl 23 5 
2. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6) WFIL 21.4 14. 26 Men (Wed. 7) ..WRCV ABC 16.5 30} Whirlybirds ...ccccces WCAIL 189 
3. ‘News, Weather (M-F 11-11-15) WCAU 19.9/15. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7) .. WRCV U.S. Borax 15.9 me Garey GEOR. . .ccecctces WCAI 199 
4. +Star Theatre (M-F 6:30-7) WFIL 19.8 15. Boots and Saddles (Tues. 10:30) .WRCV NBC 15.9 30 Mike Hammer.......... WCAL 22.2 
5. *American Bandstand (M-F 2:30-5) WFIL 17.0|17. Popeye Theatre (Sat. 6:30) ......... WFIL AAP 15.5 OPT UR c oas crsesewsies VCAL 11.5 
6. Sp ts, Final, mise (M-F 11:15-11:30) WCAU 16.1|17. State Trooper (Thurs. 7) ....... WRCV MCA 15.5 34 Frontier Doctor........ WCAI 18.2 
7. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45- 1) WCAU 15.7 19. Captain David Grief (Sat. 7) WRCV Guild 14.5 34° Highway Patrol ....... WCAU 22.2 
Mg a 4 —— pee Ay Pia 1:30-2) WCAU 15.6 | 20. Charlie Chan (Sat. 5)............. WCAU TPA 14.3 45 Ray Miland Show WRCV 7.9 
9. *Searc omorrow ‘M-F 30-12:45) WCAU 15.5 
10. *W'ld’s Best Movie (M-W-F 12:45-cl)_ WFIL 13.9 | 
KANSAS CITY Stations: KCMO, KMBC, WDAF. TV Homes: 293,700. Survey Dates: Jan. 13-20, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1 State Trooper (Tues, 9:30)......... WDAF.... MCA 292 47) Studio 57 .......KCMO 167 
_ - - A i ) ere > Ziv 25.7 5 | News, S > i ; , 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9-9:30) KCMO 42.9 | oo seiniinccosdaabin — ” es ™ ' NDC ieee _— W > \F 7 
. a. Pasa =. “on ein senses be denn Pod S Gap Gee COE. CO... ...00seen- KMBC Nabisco 24.9 60 ! News, Sports Headlines WDAF 9.0 
i y carp ues. 7- .M 35 | , | NBC News WDAF a. 
4. Alfred Hitchcock Bem. SS). .cocses KCMO 35.5; 4. Highway Patrol (Wed. 7:30)........ KMBC Ziv 24.0 36 Father Knows Best WDAF 83 ; 
S. Rassle Gun. 66:30)... .......c008 KCMO 33.4) 5. Badge 714 (Wed. 10:00)............ KCMO NBC 23.4 43 10 O'Clock News KMBC 167 
6. Playhouse 90 (Thurs 8 30-10) a. KCMO 32.7| 6. Martin Kane (Sat. 9:30) .......... KCMO Ziv 22.2 34 Tombstone Territory KMPC 219 
7. What's My Line (Sun. 9:30-10) KCMO 32.4) 6. Whirlybirds (Sun. 10:06)........... KCMO CBS 22.2 39 9:30 Theatre WDAF 202 
8. Cheyenne (7 ues. 6 30-7:30) KMBC 32.1! 8. Amos ’n’ Andy (Fri. 7:00) .......... WDAF CBS 20.9 34 Trackdown KCMO 21.2 
2 Danny Thomas (Mon. 8-8:30) ; K¢ MO 31.9 9. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00) KMBC CBS 20.2 44 3 Star News, Sports KCMO 137 
10. Ozzie and Harriet (Wed. 8-8:30)_ KMBC 31.5 10. Steve Donovan, W. M’shal (Sat. 6:00) WDAF NBC 19.5 52 | Wea., 3 Star Personality KCMO 12.7 
T "N MULTI-WEEKLY § ‘ | PP a My, Bere KMBC 9.4 
a 11. Captain David Grief (Wed. 9:30) ...WDAF... Guild 19.2 32 US. Steel Hour ‘...KCMO 219 
. ickey Mouse Ulu Se ) \ , ° r. iristian (Thurs. ee ) iv 9.2 36, | 10 O'Clock News.. <MBC 97 
: A: ree = poe hg 6:30 “p43 oa i. Be. CG TI 10:00 KCMO Z 19.3 . a ae poe 19.7 
x iV ] , 1 ‘Sports, Weather....... <MBC 
3. +Sports, Weather (M-F 10:15-10 30). KMBC Tilt Se. 2 i: ee Beene, eee KMBC Official 19.0 31 Trackdown scent: KCMO es 
4, %*5 Star Thea., Misc (M-Th 10:30-12..KCMO 13.714. Honeymooners (Mon. 9:30) . KMBC CBS 17.5 29 |Studio One ..........., KCMO 26 2 
5. *Queen ! ‘Day (M-F 3-3:45) WDAF 12.9 15. Studio 57 (Tues. 9:30) KCMO MCA 16.7 27 State Trooper WDAF 292 
6. +Whiz terland (M-F 11-12:00) KMBC 12.6 | 16. Championship Bowling (Sun. 12:00).. KCMO W. Schwimmer 16.5 55 Lariat Playhous KMBC 9.0 
1. *Ameri Bandstand (M-F 4-5)....KMBC 11.7| 16. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 10:00) KCMO NTA 16.5 32 Bob Hope WDAF 20.2 
8. *Big Payoff (M-F 2-2:30) Baik ..KCMO 11.6 | 18. Byline (Sun. 3:30) ; KMBC Alexander 16.2 33 Million Dollar Movie KCMO 19.2 
9. *Art Linkletter (M-F 1:30-2) ....KCMO 11.4 i9. The Falcon (Sun. 3:00) KMBC NBC 15.2 32 Million Dollar Mov c<CM¢ 20. 
vie KCMO 20.0 
10. +3 Star News, Sports (M-F 6-6:15) KCMO 11.4 20. Last of the Mohicens (Sat. 5:30) . WDAF TPA Qa 41 ; a ee A peal 12.3 
| Sports, Weather ‘CMO 11.7 
SAN DIEGO Vira — Stations: _. Kr SD, XETV. TY Homes: 270,200. Survey Dates: Jan. 13-20, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 1. Sheriff of Cochise (Sat. 9:30)......KFMB.... NTA 32.2 51|Gisele McKenzie........KFSD 159 
“i Gunsmoke (Sat. 9-9:30) KFMB 439 2. Twenty Six Men (Wed. 7:00) .. KFMB ABC 24.5 43 Boxing XETV 16.5 
2 Lassie (Sun. 7-7:30) '" KFMB 'g7.9| 3. Harbor Command (Sat. 10:00) KFMB Ziv 22.5 51 End of the Rainbow KFSD i12 
3. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30- 9)... KFSD 342| 4. Last of the Mohicans (Tues. 6:30) XETV .- TPA 21.3 39 Name That Tune........ KFMB 17.5 
4. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8-9) ........... KFMB 337, 5. Highway Patrol (Fri. 9:30) XETV Ziv 20.9 be SE Eee KFSD 22.5 
5. Cheyenne (Tues. 7:30-8:30) XETV 329 6 Honeymooners (Fri. 6:30) KFSD CBS 19.5 40 Leave It to Beaver KFMB 219 
6. Bob Hope (Fri. 8-9)... ee. eee. KFSD  318| 7+ Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:30).......... KFSD.....AAP 190 45 Early Show KFMB 123 
7. Wyatt ioe (Tues. 8:30-9) |...) XETV. =. 31.2| 8 Whirlytirds (Tues. 6:00) XETV CBS 18.9 38 1|S.D. Dateline KFMB 160 
i rs. 8:30-9:30)...........KFI 31.0| CBS News—-Edwards... KFMB 5 
> a tesa thon —. 30) : pte = g| 9. I Search for Adventure (Tues. 7:00) XETV.... Bagnall 18.5 30 Phil Silvers KFMB as 
9. Groucho Marx (Thurs. 8-8:30)...... KFSD 30.9 | 9. Sky King (Fri. 6:00) KFSD Na sco 18.5 43 S.D. Dateline , KFMB 16.7 
oa : - d - —— 'CBS News—Edwards...KFMB 3 
ao TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Captain David Grief (Thurs. 7:00) | KFMB Guild 179 35 Big Movie .......... KFSD 8s 
1. +This Day ’58 (M-F 7:30-8) KFMB 23.4'12. Gray Ghost (Mon. 6:30) KFSD CBS 17.5 34 Robin Hood ........,.... KFMB 235 
2, +Popeye (M-F 5:30-6) KFSD 19.0'13. Dr. Hudson’s Secret J’l (Sat. 6:00) KFMB.... MCA 17.2 48 Frontier Doctor KFSD 13.9 
3. iS. D. Dateline (M-F 6-6 15). KFMB 170|\14. State Trooper ‘Mon. 7:00) KFSD MCA 16.5 28 Burns and Allen KFMB 28.2 
.; BS News (M-F 6:15-6:30) KFMB 165/15. Annie Oakley (Sun. 5:30) ....-KFMB CBS 15.9 43 Sunday Movie Spec......KFSD 10.9 
5. +J. Downs Express (M-¥ 4:30-5:30)... KFSD 16.4 16. Boots and Saddles (Mon. 6:00) KFSD NBC 15.5 35 ‘\S.D. Dateline KFMB 170 
6. ‘Big Movie (T-W-Th. 6-8) KFSD 16.3 CBS News—Edwards KFMB 16.7 
7. *Art Linkletter (M-F 11:30-12) .....KFMB 12.9 16. Silent Service (Sat.7:00) _..... KFSD NBC 15.5  30)Perry Mason KFMR 269 
7. “Queen for a Day (M-F 1-1:45).. KFSD 12.9 18. Frontier Doctor ‘Sat. 6:00) KFSD HTS 13.9 SPIE. TPO osvene does KFMB 17.2 
9. +Early Show (M-F 4-6) ... KFMB 12.6; 18. Men of Annapolis ‘Mon. 7:30) XETV Ziv 13.9 24'This Day "58 ......... KFEMB 279 
10. +Pantry Playhouse (M-F 3-4: 30).... KFSD 11.6118. Waterfront (Mon. 7:00) XETV MCA 13.9 24. Burns and Allen KFMB 28.2 
SYRACUSE ee _ Stations: WHEN, WSYR. TV Homes: 106,200. Survey Dates: Jan. 13- 20, 18 958, 
v TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS | 8 
“I. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10-10:30) .. WHEN 50.3) 1, Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 9:30) WSYR NTA 32.3 51 Playhouse of Star WHEN 
2. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10).. WHEN 443; 2. Frentier (Sat. 10:30) ............0.. WHEN NBC 31.5 35 Y om Hit Sareiie... or ws R 263 
3. Oh Susanna (Sat. 9-9:30) -...+.WHEN 42.3) 3. Men of Annapolis (Wed. 7) .WSYR Ziv 30.3 59 26 Men veeeeees. WHEN 213 
4. Playhouse 90 (Thurs. 9:30-11)....... .. WHEN 41.0| 4. Whirlybirds (Tues. 10:30).......... WHEN CBS 26.8 he 2 ae ere WSYR 23.8 
5. December Bride (Mon. 9:30-10)...... WHEN 39.3 | 5. Gray Ghost (Thurs. 7). ............ WSYR CBS 26.5 J eee WHEN 26.0 
6. Danny Thomas (Mon, 9-9:30)....... WHEN 383/ €. Gea Hunt (Thurs. 7).......00-.000 WHEN Ziv 26.0 a ae ee WSYR 26.5 
7. Groucho Marx (Thurs. 8-8:30)....... WSYR aes; 3. Sky Ming (Tues. 6)... ... ..cccscewsice WSYR Nabisco 25.8 79 Early Show.......e0. WHEN 6.8 
7. Perry Como (Sat. 8-9) .......... WSYR 38.3| 8. Silent Service (Mon. 7)............ WSYR NBC 24.8 G3 | Fim Bowie . ..cccccccess W 'EN 22.0 
7. Phil Silvers (Tues. 8-8:30) ......... WHEN 38.3) 9. Code 3 (Tues. 10:30)............... WSYR ABC 23.8 47 Whirlybirds .......... WHEN 26.8 
8. Bachelor Father (Sun. 7:30-8) . WHEN 37.5/ 10. Mama ‘Tues. 7) WSYR CBS 23.3 42 | Broken Arrow......... WHEN 32.8 
jug TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS = = ~—T oe (Fri. 7) Lit | Gross Krasne 22.5 50 Fun ‘“ Awake eens s WHEN 23.0 
nines ; . | 12, Esso Golden ayhouse ‘Sat. 7) ‘SY Official 21.3 38 | Wyatt Earp .....cccs WHEN 35.3 
1. iNews, Wea., Sports (M-F 11-11:15)..WHEN = 25.0! 43" 96 Men ‘Wed. 7) WHEN ABC 213 41. Men of Annapolis WSYR 303 
2. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5: 30- 6)...WSYR 22.9 | =" rn yoy y ‘ iC HE 
4 ts. W (M-F 6:45-7) WSYR 18.2 14. Man Called X (Sun. 5:30) ........ WSYR Ziv 198 65 Conquest WHEN 108 
3. +News, Spor §30-6-45) O---- SYR 179 | 1 Annie Oakley (Sat. 12:30)........... WHEN CBS 15.8 55 Championship Bowling. WSYR 128 
4. iNews (M-F 6 4 ae ‘*115. Martin Kane (Fri. 11)............. WSYR Ziv 15.8 40 News, Weather, Sports... WHEN 260 
5. *CBS News (M-F 6:45-7) --WHEN 17.3) 47" Rin Tin Tin (Sat. 12) WHEN Ss G 148 61 Hopalong Cassidy WSY 
ts, Wea. (M-F 6:35-6:45). WHEN 15.7 | 3" Sg lt ‘SY ina 6s Ginette. REN tes 
6. +News, Spor '18. (Championship Bowling (Sat. 12:30)..WSYR Schwimmer 12.5 44 Lone Rarger WHEN 163 
7 ‘Star Theatre (M-F 11:15-S.0. .... HEN 15.5 - vase 95 Rae Dhan Vi . WE ‘ 
8 *Captain Kangeroo (M-F 8-8:45) WHEN 13.7 19. Gene Autry (Sat.9) — ......... WSYR CBS 9.5 44 Toy Shop Jamboree WHEN 12.3 
9. *Search Tomorrow (M-F 12:30-12:45). WHEN 12.0 | 79 Hopalong Cassidy (Sat. 12) WSYR ... NBC 9.3 af Rin Tin Tin.........+4. WHEN 148 
10. +Hollywood Matinee (M-F 1-2:30)....WSYR 11.5 
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Gross-Krasne’s Make Em Yourself’ 


Overseas Pattern for Fatter Profits 





I » Krasne thinks it’s foolish¢~ 
0 \merican syndicators in the | m 
e ‘o figure on making their | ‘Tug’ Bites Dog 
telefilm profits through rerun | “Tugboat Annie” in its first 
siile The president of Gross-| U.S. airing on WTRF, Wheel- 
Krasne productions, in New York ing, W. Va., drew a big 31.9 
on a variety of “financial matters,”; American Research Bureau 


said the other day that telefilmers | 
must aim for the assurance of a} 


substantial overseas sale, and that | 
the way to do it is not necessarily 
through the now typical foreign | 


co-production deal, since that eats 
AWG at the producer's share of 
the take 


Hence Gross-Krasne has  be- 
come the only U. S, telefilm pro- 
duction house to establish its own 
permanent functioning studio op- 
eration abroad, in England. Krasne 
disclosed that Gross-Krasne Ltd 


skirted co-production offers and 
went out and got its own financing | 
for its future series. On a four- 
geri foreign procuction — kick, 
G-K yot Bankers Trust Co. here 
to ue letters of credit to the 
which are being used to 
draw up to $3,000,000 in British 
pounds 


Krasne 


companys 


in Englend, and made 30 half- 
hours in the “African Patrol” 
package instead of “trying to pro- 
mote’ a financing deal from the 


stal it enabled him to get the 
best guarantee ever from the Brit- 
ish tyv’ers on a new series. Deal 
wa ade with ABC-TV, in Eng- 
land, which has guaranteed G-K 
approximately 2,000 pounds ‘about 
$5.600 in U.S. currency) for show- 


ing of each flick in England and 
has bought outright, for between 





B00 1.000 pounds (depending 
on the package), the distribution 
rigl to the show in the remainder 
of | ope 

G-K is also producing “Mr 
Gk innon,” a new Thomas Mit- 
che ivver aimed at web or na- 
tional spot sale, in England, and— 
x ith everything else—with its 
0 eoin (borrowed at 6° with 
the Bankers Trust paper) ABC- 
T\ is guaranteed to buy the 
gke rf ich only two half-hours 
have ( completed. Krasne is 


currently in the throes of closing 


as ‘ uaranteé with ABC-TV 
for another series, this also for 
network ile, called “Adventures 
of Jungle Boy.” 

lf American producers make 
thei foreign customers their 
banke too.” Krasne said, “they 
are iediately restricting their 
profit lo get a co-production 

Continued on page 55) 


Ziv's Three-Show 
Billings Bonanza 


inked some hefty busi- 
ne on three shows, “Target,” 
ay Patrol,” and “Sea 


Reynolds, in a major move 

r Camel's network buy 
with adéed exposure on the local 
purchased alternate 
week sponsorship of “Highway 
Patro and “Sea Hunt” for 25 
] kets Reynolds, via Esty 
agency, will launch the drive im- 


mediatels 


evel as 


[ ret Ziv’s new anthology 
impact’ themed series hosted by 
Adolph Menjou, was bought by an- 
othe beewer, Progress Brewing 
a.noma City. Kroger Stores 
ved the series for Dayton; Brad- 


eld Restaurants for Spring- | 


\tlanta; and Pine Grove 
Norfolk. Major region- 
eries include Olympia 
Bre for 35 western markets 
ry’s Beer for 15 midwes 
‘ Situations 
ns on which Reynolds will 
be ! Highway Patrol” include 
VJIBK-T\ 


] 

field. Mass 
{ , 

1? 


= 


\ 

he City KARD-TV, 

WSPL-TY, Toledo; and KBET-TV, 
S nt “Sea Hunt” buy in- 
cludes KTRK-TV, Houston; WTVJ, 


Mii WISH-TV, Indianapolis; 
KTVI, St. Louis; and WTVR, Rich- 


\ tations buying “Target” 
fi ng airing are WCCO-TV, 
} olis; WIIC-TV, Pittsburgh; 


KOTY,. Tulsa; 


KSL-TV, Salt Lake 


( WDSU-TV, New Orleans, 
WCKTTY\ Miami; and WTV¢ 
( tt Opa 


Savannah Sugar Refin- | 


Detroit; KWTV, Okla- | 
Wichita; 


rating, with a 54.9% share of 
audience, according to a spe- 
cial ARB survey. 

The Television Programs of 
America show was aired Sun- 
day (2) from 7 to 7:30 p.m., 
when the special ARB was 
taken, Its opposition was “Las- 
sie,” on WSTV, a Steuben- 
ville, Pa., station which covers 
the Wheeling area, which 
drew only a mild 13.8 rating 
and a 23.8 share. 

Incidentally, original ‘‘Las- 
sie” episodes for th first time 
are now being distributed in 
syndication by TPA. 


ABC-TV Options 





‘ maintains that because - ’ ain 
he didn’t seek a co-production deal | l S e IZ10S0 


ABC-TV took an option on Guild 
Films’ bible series, “Light of the 
World,” and is pegging it next fall 
for the Sunday-7 p.m. slot, just be- 
fore ‘‘Maverick.” It’s the first 
time that a network has taken an 
option on a Guild stanza. 

In the past, Guild almost turned 
“Liberace” over to a national! ad- 
vertiser and at another time the 
company, primarily in syndication 
had optioned off its “Tobor’’ pilot 
to a bankroller, but it never had a 
bite directly from a web on any 
series, 

“Light” is typed as an anthology, 
and the pilot is called “Flight of 
David.” ABC has priced the show 
at $3,835,845 total time and talent 
‘commissionable for a year). Each 
new half-hour episode runs at 
$41,900 and reruns at $11,765. 


ABC Film Packages 
‘Galaxy 20’ Features 


Some top draw pix, initially on 
the ABC-TV net, have been pack- 
aged by ABC Fiim Syndication for 
sale to stations, 

Titled the “Galaxy 20,” the pack- 
age includes “Lavender Hill Mob” 
and “The Promoter,” both starring 
Alec Guinness: “The Red Shoes,” 
starring Moira Shearer; “Caesar 
and Cleopatra,” Vivien Leigh, 





Stewart Granger; “The Importance | 


of Being Earnest,” “The Mikado,” 
“In Which We Serve,” “Odd Man 
Out,” and “Tight Little Island.” , 

This is ABC Film Syndication’s 
second feature package, the initial 
one being the “Anniversary Pack 


age. 





Hollywood—Bill Goodwin will 
double over from radio-tv perform- 
ing into an executive capacity at 
Crest Telefeatures here. Crest, 
headed by Doc Merman, specializes 
in filming of tv commercials. 





The 
°58 Goose Hangs High 


| Associated Artists Productions. It 
'to give UA abscJute control in the 


O pines 
60 days. 


Ng tth | 
Earl Re tig | its wholly-owned subsidiary, Got} 
(Pres. Calif. National Productions) 


In 


ee CBS Newsfilm and Independent 
Semi-Annual TV Film Issue 


coverage. 
Under the deal, CBS Newsfilm 
film coverage of North and South 


OUT IN MARCH 











|UK tv stations, will supply daily 
| Europe, the middle east and the I 


Brit. Exhibs to TV: 
‘Why Don’t You Go 


Away & Leave Us Be’ out-of-town stations snipping off 


: series, plans to write letter to 
Manchester, Eng., March 4. I 


Television contractors can find | 
other means of filling in their 
screen time, but it is difficult for 


Move was voted by the branch 


Credits are cut to make room for 


Inside Stuff—TV Films 


United Artists is about to file with the Securities & Exchange Com- 
'mission about making a public offering for the remaining shares in 
‘s expected that the offer, designed 


tv distribbery, will be made within 


Having recently bought Chesler & Co.’s 700,000 AAP shares through 


1am Television, UA already has a 


| controlling interest in the Eliot Hyman-headed company, but two-thirds 
1of the stock is needed to effect a merger of UA and AAP. 
| other stockholders will be the same as the one UA made to Chesler: 


| $6 in cash and $6 in debentures per share. 
VARIETY Cee OTS 


Bid to 


Television News of Great Britain 


have reached an agreement to pool their facilities for world-wide 


will be primarily responsible for 
America, the Far East, the Pacifie 


;and other non-European areas. ITN, the news division of commercial 


film coverage of events in Britain, 
sritish Commonwealth countries. 


| CBS Television Film Sales will distribute the newsfilm. 


TV-rauio branch of Writers Guild of America West, in protest at 


tv credits on syndicated telefilm 
the stations pointing out depriving 


writers of their credits is an unfair practice. 


board, and branch plans to notify 


sponsors of shows involved if channels continue despite the protests 


more blurbs, 


cinemas to present any form of en- 
tertainment other than films. 

J. R. Killeya, leading 
made this point at a Cinemato- 
graph Exhibs’ Assn. meeting here. 

Another exhib, T, E. Robinson, | ucts as Kaiser Aluminum, Kaiser-\V 
said he was coneerned about the | gineering and Permanente Cement 
“terrific backlog” of films, and by 
the copyright position. 

The renters, he said, did not own 
the copyright of the films, and| 
the producers did not always own 
it Very often the copyright be- 
longed to the person who supplied 
the finance and who would be will- | 
ing to sell to the highest bidder. 


Warner Bros. TV Commercial & 
finisheeé a total of 156 minutes of 


The special emblem for tv filn 


and two network-affiliated film p1 

| fornia National Productions 
Arrangements for issuance of tl 

of the Television Code Review Boz 


Industrial Films Division will have 
filmed tv commercials for the Kai- 


exhib, | ser-sponsored “Maverick” vidpix series by end of March. 
Company delivers a filmed entertainment package which includes 
the commercial each week. Commercials cover such diversified prod- 


Villys, Kaiser Industries, Kaiser En- 


1 producers subscribing to the Na- 


tional Assn. of Broadcasters Television Code is now set for utilization, 
The seal is available to affiliate 
cludes the 19 members of the Alliance of Television Film Producers 


subscribers of the code, which in- 
oducers, CBS Film Sales and Cali- 


1e insignia were made at a meeting 
urd and the Alliance in October, ’57. 


THREE PILOTS ON TAP 





dication is Sherman Gregory, wh« 
post of manager of the N.Y. sal 


Leading the list of new sales ex 


ec appointments at ABC Film Syn- 
» has been named to newly-created 
es division. Gregory was most re- 


FOR DUFF LUPINO cently with WFIL-TV, Philadelphia, as sales manager. 
Gregory and his division will concentrate exclusively on sales and 


Hollywood, March 4. service to tv stations, ad agencie 


Bridget Productions will film 


groups and advertisers in the N.Y. 


*s, Station reps and station buying 
area. 





three pilots within the next three 
months, to be produced by Howard 
Duff, directed by Ida Lupino. Pro- 
jected series will be budgeted at 
from $35,000 to $50,000 per epi- 
sode, AFRICAN PATROL 
“The Teenage Idol” will be | With John Bentley, Diana Lam- 
aired, as a pilot, over the com-| bert, Michael Partridge, Ronald 
pany’s current series, “Mr. Adams Adams, Allen Tartleton, others 
and Eve.” Bridget is searching Producer; Kenya Productions Ltd. 
for a “cross between Tommy Sands | Director: George Breakston 
and Elvis Preslev’ to essay the | Writers: Leonard Fincham, Allan 
lead ‘ait ’ ‘ | Reeve-Jones 
= ' i t TI Distributor: Gross-Krasne Inc. 
Other two pilots wi ve “The = 4 “ 2 
pat Asac mercial item, “African 
House of Seven Garbos” and “The As ns commercial — 
Green Peacock.” | Patrol has many virtues: it has a 
ees story vehicle that combines elc- 
| ments of the video westerns and 
| 











. . 

Sterling Drug’s Telepix sleuth yarns, the exotic background 
of semi-civilized Kenya, and a star 

Buy for Can. Markets | (John Bentley) who looks a bit like 

. id Jayne ¢ resses like < 
Vancouver, March 4. | 7 v4 pig ind goed pi ‘ 
7 . , for his own wec g e- 
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample agency si oy dpe es : 
; ._| sides which it’s handsomely photo- 
picked up the Vancouver telepix _ F ; 

\ easton “El apa om graphed and craftily scripted 
etn oan os arta vet ' About all it lacks, then, is some 
Sterling Drug 1e 15-minute show, | : . 

. Tran mar sacnet, é fT a > dist . 

which was once live on CBUT-TV, hind of cachet an ine ff eae i i 
will be aired in five to six major /|tive stamp that sometimes is called 
Canadian markets. “style” and sometimes “personal 
Vancouver outlet also has an-|ity.” “Dragnet” has it, Bilko and 
other quarter-hour telepix package | “Gunsmoke” have it, but “African 
on stock, a project titled “Call for | Patrol” as yet is, ironically, noth- 
Music.” “Meet Lorraine” features}jng more than a fine show. This 
singer Lorraine McAllister with|could have a bearing on whethe 
the Chris Gage Trio. 





or 
or not it will inspire the dialing 
habit in viewers. 

















relating to pilots 


of a pilot film. 


Reason lies in the fact that 


hadn't seen it yet. 


ested a couple of months late: 


“that’s been around for some time” routine and discourage the 


client on the property. 
But the agencies have becon 


that they’ve even resorted to subterfuge. 
we're interested in this as a re- 


gambit with the networks that 
placement for a show we have 
this, we'll bring our other sh 
we'll replace it with this new 
taking them up on it. 


yw 


Agencies Play Easy to Get 


Almost a complete switch in the agency-packager relationship 
screenings 
past year. Once, not too long ago, the vidpix packagers used to 
have to break down the doors to get to agency execs to screen their 
pilots. Now, the reverse is true, with the agencies virtually hound- 
ing the packagers and producers to get first crack at the screening 


more and more selling is being 
done directly to advertisers, and there has been more than one 
occasion when a Client saw a pilot and asked the agency about it, 
only to draw a blank when the agency execs had to admit they 
So now, the agencies are demanding to see 
all pilots the minute they're in from the labs, even without any 
specific clients in mind for them. 

The networks and packagers are now refusing to show their 
pilots unless the agency presents the name of a specific advertiser 
and, in the case of the webs, a specific time siot 
the agencies, to cover themselves 
advance of any specific sale, but once a client does become inter- 


sé 


Installment caught for review 
was titled “Bad Samaritan” and 
had to do with the attempts of a 
middle-aged man to dispose of his 
young business partner while both 
are on a safari in the Kenya game 
reserve. The murder device is 
clever enough. As the intended 
victim is a diabetic, the older man 
merely filches his insulin supply 
|in camp and tries to keep him from 
| getting back to town for more. The 
|} young man would surely have died 
jhad not Inspector Derek (Bentley 
{smelled a rat from a coincidence 
{of clues and hastened to the scene 
jin an African station wagon, all 
prepared with the hypodermic 
syringe. With his, as it happened 
was the victim’s pretty sweetheart 
|(Diana Lambert), so the romance 
langle got written in. 

It’s an engrossing and well told 
yarn that weakens only when the 
| apprehended bad guy Ronald 
| Adams) starts spewing out his mo- 
tives, which, as they aren't pre- 
| bared for, seem ager sy pe 
— ‘at n . : _ wise the script is brisk and skill- 
adler ~~ we po “ig + first | ful, with justified pauses from the 
Some have taken the main action for glimpses of African 
|culture and wild life. The wildlife 


has come _ about in the 





Reason is that 
want to see the film well in 


the agencies give out with the 


on another network. If we like | shots particularly are a bonus. 
over to your network and then Performances were sound all 
ies.” So far, the webs aren't | around, and George Breakston’s di- 


lrection’ was slick. Les. 


| Syndication Review | ZIV EXPANSION; 1 


NEW ACCOUNT EXECS 


Ziv is continuing with its sales 
expansion kick, adding 11 new ac- 
count execs and promoting two 
present sales staffers to manager- 
ial posts. 

In the national sales department, 
Richard Stark joins the N.Y. na- 
tional sales force. Stark formerly 
was with ABC-TV network sales. 

The promotions took place in the 
syndication department, topped by 
Walter Kingsley. John Davidson 
has been named spot sales manager 
and will headquarter in Atlanta 
He has been a Ziv account exec in 
the southeast section for three 
years. 

Don Brogdon, spot sales man- 
ager in the eastern division has 
been named spot sales manager in 
the Central division, headquarter- 
ing in Dallas. 

Joining the syndication depart- 
ment are Leon Taylor, assigned to 
Florida; Harry Littler, assigned to 
Atlanta; Pat O'Brian, to Chicago; 
Michael Eisler, to Louisiana; Rob- 
ert Neece, to Texas; Lloyd Coney, 
to Los Angeles; William Guy, to 
north and central California; Ed 
Germaine, to Montana, and Robert 
W. Burrows and William R. Riker 
to the “Cisco Kid” sales division, 


TV Film Chatter | 


Leslie Harris, CBS Film Sales 
topper, will address the Television 
and Advertising Club of Philadel- 
phia on Thursday (13)... Albert 
B. Taylor, formerly head of RKO’s 
story department, has joined the 
Ziv organization on the Coast... 
WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, promo- 
tion-prize contest on “Harbor 
Command” recently drew ov er 6,- 
000 entries . . . Jack Sebastian, CBS 
Film Sales publicity director, has 
sold an article on the Civil War to 
Coronet Magazine. Article, dealing 
with the resurgence of interest in 
the War Between the States, will 
appear in the June or July issue 

. . Orville McDonald Associates, 
Dallas-based national public rela- 
tions firm, has been inked to do 
the exploitation on ABC Film Syn- 
dication’s “26 Men.”. . . Gua duel- 
ing contest in Denver hetween 
Kelo Henderson, of “26 Men” and 
Sam Toole, a loca) amateur gun- 
| slinger, drew a crowd of 6,000. 
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Weve 
rolled out 
the big one 
to shoot 


a few facts 
your way ! 














Fact one: ABC Television’s average share of audience for its nighttime programs is up 12% over a year ago, 
says Nielsen. During those same twelve months, a second network slipped 12%, the other improved by only 1%.* 


Fact two: ABC Television’s delivered homes per nighttime minute grew by 29% last year. One competing network 
dropped 2%; the other increased by only 11%.* 


Fact three: ABC Television’s total billings last year leaped up by a heart-warming 36%.** 


The third fact is a direct result of numbers one and two, of course. Because in television, advertising dollars 





follow the audience. 


Conclusion: If you’re gunning for customers, take aim with ABC Television. ABC TELEVISION 


* Source: Nielsen, January II Reports, 1958 vs. 1957 (average program share of audience, weighted by program length, Sunday through Saturday, 7:30-10:30 P.M.). 
** Source: P.1.B., January, 1958 vs. January, 1957. 
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Spector to Fold Agency With 
$7,000,000 Sale of Hazel Bishop? 
JWT Asks Out on $4-Mil Swift Biz 


By JACK BERNSTEIN 


Raymond Spector, who is prexy 
of the agency of the same name, is 
reportedly ready to close his agen- 
cy doors with the probable sale of 


| 50 announcements per week in the 
top 50 tv markets. Saturation 
packages being placed’ through 
Ogilvy, Benson & Mather. 
Pepsodent, via Foote, 
Belding, said to be readying a spot 


Cone & 





Hiaze! Bishop. Since its the Spec- 5 : 

for ageney’s sole major account. tY Campaign using top 50 markets 

Spector is said to be currently of- Number of spots planned to be used 
fering the Bishop. firm (Cosmetics) currently estimated at 40 per week 

to the highest bidder and asking Exquisite Form Brassiere_ will 

for $7.000,000. Although a leading launch a consumer and retailer 
executive of Cheseborough-Ponds contest, backed by $1,500,000 in| 


denied his company was interested television time, including one-min- 
in the account, it has been estab- ute spots in the top 175 markets 
ished that Spector is currently Drive to start March 1 and run for 
carryir on negotiations with the 60 days 


fil Knomark Manufacturing Co 
Hazel Bishop would makers of Esquire Lano-Wax and 
ean the folding of the Scuff-Kote liquid polish, plans a 


lhe ile ol 


avem Spector, it is recalled by two month drive starting on March 
trade nurces, tried « few years 9. Print and television tv to be 
avo to sell Hazel Bishop to Gillette, used by firm. 

but Gillette thereafter bought the Calso, via BBDO, said to be 
Poni Co. Insiders feel that Spec-| prepping for huge spot: television 
tol o is the largest stockholder, ¢ampaign 

is asking too much for Bishop and Sitandare Oil renewed for third 
cla Cheseborough would be in-| year as sponsor of late news on 
terested in buying only if Spector WTMJ. Milwaukee 


reduces his demands, American Sugar Refining Co 


Chrysler Publicity Account starting extensive spring campaign 
A sidelight to MeCann-Erickson’s fr its Magic Domino Brown Sugar 
snaring of the Buick account and Prive will use 92 tv and radio 
% _— , markets 
viving the gate to Chrysler is the I ; 
expected announcement from Mc-| .,Shorts: MacManus, John & 
Cann’s public relations arm, Com- Adams has organized a new inter- 
munications Counselors, that they national department which’ will 
have resigned the television pub- have a network of affiliated agen 
licity business for “Climax” and C!es 1n 35 or more countries. John 


H. Byrne has been appointed a vee 

pee of the agency and director of 

the international department 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 


Shower of Stars Tv account is 
said to be up for grabs and Worth 
a reported $60,000 annually with 


bidding a ey fe Bayles has volunteered to do ad- 

. P | vertising campaign for National 
Foreman’s Peepeses Assn. of Mental Health. 

One solution to the sponsor Maurice M. Goldberger, prexy 


identification has been suggested 
by Robert L. Foreman, BBDO’'s 
veepee in charge of radio and tele- 
vision, who proposes that four ad- 
vertisers should utilize an hour 
each month tor the presentation of 
planned and qualtiy shows. 


of Gramercy Advertising, accepted 
the 1957 award for the best sales 
campaign given by the League of 
Advertising Agencies. Campaign 
was conducted on behalf of Ham- 
ilton Watch Co. 


Foreman set forth his idea be- Chi A ° 
fore the RTES time buying and 1 gencies 
selling seminar on Tuesday (25) by By LES BROWN 
saying that within such a frame- | s h i _— 
work, an advertiser could budget - gegen Le seaon 
3 shows and have time to develop | {'n& as a sacred ace ' 
. aeons post ee days. Chicago office of J. Walter 


quality shows maintaining sponsor 
identification 

That Madison Ave. Stigma 
the Madison 


Thompson last Friday (28) “asked 
out” of the 65-year Swift & Co. ac- 
count. It was JWT's oldest rele 
tionship with a client, and the old- 


Further proof of 


Ave. concern over the stigma car- ect of the Chi shop. 

ried by the agency men in the eyes There’s no question the JWT 
of the public was brought out) resignation caught Swift by sur- 
this week when A. W. Lewin, chair- | prise, with result that Ray Weber 
man of Lewin, Williams & Saylor, Swift ad manager, and others were 
told fellow agencymen the indus- “no commenting” all day. All 
try ought to collect a campaign JWT and account supervisor 


battle chest tor the purpose of cre-| George Dilbert would say was “it 


ating a new public image of the was a business decision . . . under 
advertising profession. Clay Buck- mutually agreeable circumstances.” 
hout Life magazine advertising Chicago trade sources, however 
manager, suggested that the pro- tied in the JWT announcement re 
fession could be upgraded by the Swift with rumors that Quaker 
establishment of advertising Qats was pulling the Ken-L-Ration 
awards on a par with Oscars and account out of Needham, Louis & 
Emmies, thereby giving the pro- Brorby and handing it to JWT 
fession its due recognition. This account, of course, would have 

Lost & Found Accounts: J. M. conflicted with Swift’s Pard dog 
Mathes has reduced the number | food, which Thompson handled 
of auto manufacturers seeking along with Allsweet Margarine and 
agencies to one by snaring the es- Vigoro products. 


Neither JWT nor Swift would 
comment on the size of billings in 
the relinquished business, but the 
estimate bandied about is about 
$4.000,000. 

While the Thompson office 
handled some spot tv business for 
Swift (mostly on Allsweet), the 
agency hadn't been active in video 


timated $1,000,000 Volkswagen ac- 
Volkswagen had not previ- 
ously had agency represent 
them in the U. S., 

Foote, Cone & Belding has land- 
ed the $100,000 account of the An- 
gostura-Wupperman Corp., makers 
of Angostura bitters. Billings for- 
merly handled by Erwin, Wasey, 


count 


Ruthrauff & Ryan. for the client since the Horace 
“ ee . Heidt “Swift Show Wagon” two 
Fuller & Smith & Ross has béen | years ago on NBC-TV. Show was 

appointed as agency for the Car-| } = : 


bought as part of the Swift Centen- 


bonated nial program, and while the ratings 


Institute. 
John J. 


Beverage 


Switches: 


for- 


Warren, were poor, the merchandising 
merly associated with Young & therefrom was felt to be effective 
Rubicam, has joined the D’Arey| Swift went sour on network tv 
agency as a producer in the tv de-| after a couple spectaculars last 
partment year, including “Ruggles of Red 

Merle Armitage has joined the| Gap,” which was handled by 
Walter E. Kline public relations | McCann-Erickson. 
firm as executive veepee and McCann Getting Biz? 


chairman of the management com- Within the trade it’s felt 


that | 


mittee McCann, in the Swift picture for 
Jack Davis, formerly of Trans-'| several years, will make a strong | 
film, has moved over to Grey as a) bid for the business JWT has ank 


production supervisor, | led, although Swift in recent years 

Gene McMasters has joined War- | seems to have inclined to the mul 
wick & Legler as a vice president. | ti-agency setup. Swift also places 
He had be#n a veep at Dowd, Red-| some industrial business through 
field & Johnstone Russell T. Gray Inc. 

Campaigns: Lever Bros. is ini- In JWT’s handling of the trade 
tiating a saturation campaign for press at the news of the Swift di 
Dove soap scheduling an estimated | vorce, it was obvious 


that the] 


Brorby: ‘Do Something’ 


Dallas, March 4. 

A suggestion that all groups 
involved with television get 
together to help guide it to its 
“full destiny” was made here 
by Melvin Brorby of Chicago, 
chairman of the board of the 
American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies. 

‘Television is our most vul- 
our Achilles 


nerable spot 


heel.” he told members of the 
AAAA’s Southwest Council in 
the Statler Hilton Hotel. 


I would not propose regu- 
lation of television from with- 


out. But isn’t it possible for 
all of the groups involved in 
this critical medium to come 
together occasionally as a 


sounding board to help guide 
television to its full destiny? 





We have scarcely touched 
the creative genius, literary 
and musical, of America, in 
our hurried show production. 

I say this with due regard to 
the great moments when tv 
has shown a flash of what it 
could become, what it could do 
for America 
agency was trying to prevent an- 
other Buick-Marion Harper “ring 
round the 1 JWT pr. men 
ere Cat 1 bout their feelings 
nent that kind of behavior sae 
the d business no stature,’ 


Cracker Jack on TV 


Cracker Jack. through Leo Bur- 
nett Co.. is entering network tv 
for the first time this month via 
alternate nsorship of “Lone 
Ranger” on 75 stations of the ABC 
net. Company is also indulging in 
atv spot campaignin 18 key marts. 


TV and print drive for both Crack- 
er Jack and Campfire Marshmal- 
during the month of March is 
by far the biggest advertising ven- 
ture in Cracker Jack Co. history. 
Robert Everett is the account su- 
pervisor and Vernon S. Mullen Jr. 
the account exec, for Burnett. 
John M. Tyson Jr., ex-marketing 


low 


exec with Leon Burnett shop, 
joined McCann-Erickson Ine. in 
Chi as marketing director and 


member of the plans board. 

Wayne M. Ramsey named ac- 
count exec for Ekco Products Co. 
and one of its subsidiaries by Ful- 
ton, Morrissey agency. 

George Bamberger 
from St 
post at Tatham-Laird here. 

Fairfax Cone, chairman of Foote, 
Cone & Belding executive commit- 
tee, penned a book review of 
Martin Mayer's “Madison Avenue, 
U.S.A.” for last Sunday’s (2) Sun- 
rimes. 

Tony Weinrott upped to produc- 
tion coordinator of MeCann-Erick- 
son. He and his father, Les, for- 
mer WBBM-TV program director, 
collaborated on the song, “Soda 
Pop Rock,” recently recorded on 
Stephany label 

Winfred Green got veepship at 
Selvage & Lee 


came up 


9 . 
H’ wood Agencies 
Hollywood, March 4. 
Roy Campbell has retired as 
exec veepee of Foote, Cone & 
Belding in Hollywood, but contin- 
ues as consultant. Arthur Bailey, 
formerly with Ward Wheelock and 
Marschalk & Pratt moves up as 
veepee in charge of the office. Nel- 


son Carter becomes veepee and 
general neanager Bailey joined 
FCB last October 

Larry Davidson being trans- 


ferred by Wade from Chicago to 
the Coast as creative director. 

Dorothy Arzner, onetime film 
director, will be consultant to Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt on entertainment 
and commercials for Pepsi-Cola 

J. “Tim” King of the D. P. 

Brother agency, hospitalized with 
collapsed lung 

Betty Meiggs, manager of Len- 
nen & Mitchell Bevhills office, has 
been Mrs. Rod Williams since Jan. 
31 

Chet Miller shifted here from 
Chicago to supervise Star-Kist 
tuna account for Leo Burnett. 


London Agencies 
By BARRY BARNETT 


London, March ‘4. 

The American irfluence in Brit- 
ish advertising has .been even 
more strongly felt since commer- | 
cial tv came on the scene. With 
a completely new advertising out- 
let dropped into their laps, and | 
only very limited knowledge of tv | 
plugging, it was only natural that 


(Continued on page 54) 


Louis for a supervisory | 


| “Boots and Saddles,” 
on WNBQ 





SAA aa aaa’ 


TV-Radio Production Centres 


| 
| PPOFHFFFF PFE PEFOOOOD 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


| Madison Ave. is the subject of the next “Open Hearing” session on 
WRCA-TV next Sunday (9), with David Ogilvy, prez of Ogilvy, Ben- 
}son & Mather; Martin Mayer, whose “Madison Ave., USA” is shortly 
to be published by Harper & Bros.; and Gilbert Seldes, tv critic of the 
Saturday Review, slated as panelists on the session . . . Sportscaster 
Mel Allen back from Europe Monday (3) on the S.S. America. Also ar- 
riving was Al Read, British radio and stage comedian .. . Dennis James 
takes over tor Bill Cullen on WRCA’s “Pulse,” from March 10 to 24, 
while Cullen vacations . .. WRCA producer-director Bud Ford upped 
to production manager and music coordinator at the station . . . Martha 
Raye, recovered from her appendectomy, does a guest shot on “The 


Big Record tonight (Wed.) Red Barber enroute to the Yankee 
training camp at St. Petersburg Hubbell Robinson Jr., CBS-TV 
exec v.p., back from trip to the Coast .. . Three-year-old Janice Manzo 


flies to Jamaica March 27 for filming of a Tide commercial there .. . 
Iggie Wolfington reprising his Broadway role in the “Omnibus” pro- 
| duction of “Mrs. McThing,” Sunday (9) ... Wendy Barry appears on 
the Jack Paar show tomorrow (Thurs.) ... Alan Dale signed for guest 
shots on tonight's “Big Record” and the Steve Allen show of April 6 


CBS casting: Alfred Shirley, Millicent Brower and Elizabeth Mor- 
gan into “Backstage Wife”; Jada Holland and Fran Carlon into “Road 
of Life’ and Bruno Wick, Helen Choate and Charles Carroll into “Helen 
Trent” Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy tapped for a “Poor Rich- 
ard Award” in Philly last week for their contrib to American enter- 
tainment Mike Baker and Bill Windom back in N.Y. from Florida, 
where they completed shooting on a series of Ford commercials . 


Patti Goldstein, formerly with CBS-TV press info as a mag publicist, 





becomes senior magazine editor at NBC Press Dept. .. . Dick Heffner’s 
“The Open Mind.” has won a Freedoms Foundation Award for the 
second year in a row Howard Whitman and WABD parted ways at 
the beginning of the week, when the station cut down on the number 
of “Probe interviews on the assumption they weren't as “entertain- 
ing” Night Beat.” which does not go in for panel analyses but 


deives into only one guest at a time with John Wingate doing the quiz- 
zing. Two weeks ago, Len Zweig, the same station's public affairs-news 
chief, ankled WMCA prexy Nathan Straus endowed Brandeis U. 
with an annual lecture in memory of Rabbi Stephen S. Wise . . . Louis 
Nye and John Raitt into Patrice Munsel show Friday (7) . Mary 
Bracken new pubaffairs assistant to John Clayton at WHLI, Long Is- 
land Show biz o!dtimer Freeman Hammond back in the swing again, 
with two shows on two successive days this month: As a cop on “Scott 
Island,” on ABC-TV Sunday (9) and as an ex-con on CBS-TV’s “Edge 
of Night,” the following Monday ... The “Ted Steele Variety Show,” 
WOR-TV, has joined the contest parade, with viewers being asked to 
identify a ‘mystery tune.” Prizes go to the tunesleuths whose cards 
have the earliest postmarks For the fifth consecutive year, Hoff- 
man Beverage Co. has signed up for full sponsorship of WPIX’s St. 
Patrick Davy Parade coverage. Jack McCarthy again will do the com- 
mentary with Kevin Kennedy handling the commercials. 

Ed Kobak to Nassau for a couple of weeks rest . . . Bob Keeshan 
(Captain Kangaroo) making the personal appearance rounds, with a 
panel stint tomorrow (Thurs). in Baltimore at the Westinghouse Broad- 
casting conclave on public service programming, a starring stint in 
Richmond Saturday (8) to open a new shopping centre, and an appear- 
ance as Grand Marshal of the Easter Parade March 16 in Waltham, 
Mass. . Jules Dundes, CBS Radio station administration veep, ad- 
dresses the Media Research Directors Assn. March 19 at the Lexing- 
ton Hotel in N.Y. on the web’s motivational research study. 

Rowan and Martin into Joe Franklin’s WABC-TV strip today (Wed.), 
followed by Jacqueline McKeever tomorrow . . . Terper Tybee Afra 
(formerly of Havana Riviera) into Art Ford’s “Greenwich Village Party” 
Friday (7)... Al Kelty interviewed tonight on “Night Beat”... Anthony C. 
Krayer Jr. appointed business manager of NBC owned stations and 
NBC spot sales . . . CBS-TV to do a kinnie of “For Love or Money,” 
;new Walt Framer package, with Bob Kennedy as emcee . . . Bob Reh- 
bock, Compton agency tv producer, back from Toronto where he dis- 
cussed daytime programming deals for Canadian television . . . Ed 
McMahon, who does the Procter & Gamble Cheer blurbs, doing four 
voice-over commercials for White Owl cigars for Young & Rubicam 
... Xavier Cugat & Abbe Lane guest on “Big Record” March 26. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Telecast of the annual Emmy event will originate at Cocoanut Grove. 
New York site is still to be selected . . . Gisele MacKenzie heard a dis- 
tant voice on the NBC set, investigated and found that it belonged to 
her chief cameraman, Lee Mossman. So the next week he was a guest 
singer and did a duet with her. The moral: never turn a deaf ear to a 
singing cameraman Rusty Draper’s radio strip on CBS was re- 
newed for another cycle ... Gene Gordon was taken off his coordina- 
tion duties with the Disney Productions by ABC and moved up as as- 
sistant program service manager for the net’s western film division 
... Norman Marks heading up the newly-created film continuity de- 
partment at KNXT ... NBC's Robert Kintner and Robert Lewine in- 
spected most of the available shows for next season but made no definite 
commitments ... Jack Webb’s “Pete Kelly’s Blues,” looks like a fall 
starter ... George Gruskin suffered a bad relapse from his recent bout 
with pneumonia and will be out of action at the William Morris office 
for five or six weeks ... Ex-NBC’ite Sam Fuller bought into a restau- 
rant. There’s no summer replacement for eating 


IN CHICAGO... 


Eli Henry, ad-pub chieftain of the ABC shop here and prez of Broad- 
casters Promotion Assn., coing a mess of traveling. He’s in Gotham 
this week where he sat on a panel for Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences seminar yesterday (Tues.) and leaves Chi in mid-April for his 
cuffo trip to Hawaii, the reward for his department’s work on “Mave- 
rick” . . . WIND looking to fill two announcer posts with experienced 
men WNBQ-WMAQ assistant general manager, Henry Sjogren, 
found out by mail that his father-in-law, William McKay, was skipper 
of the ship that was pirated a week ago by 21 escapees of the Isabella 
Island penal colony Ernie Shomo, assistant general manager of 
WBB\.M, this year notches 20 with the station .. . Charles Stroud, ex- 
WLW-WLW-T\V, Cincinnati, joined WGN Inc., in Chuck Wilson’s sales 
promotion department .. . Jules Herbuveaux, NBC Chicago veep, be- 


|came a grandfather for the fourth time last week when daughter Na- 
|nette begot a son... 


WBBM-TV upped Jack Wartlieb to production 
manager, succeeding Don Dillion . . . Kroger stores shifted coin from 
to two-day sponsorship of Len O’Connor’s news 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


TV playwright Reginald Rose scripted a special poem read by actor 
Franchot Tone at “Dinner with Congress,” given by Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B’rith . . . Two animated 20-second tv spots are cure 
rently being distributed to stations throughout country by Civil Air 
Patrol to highlight organization’s cadet program .. . “Teen Talk,” prize 
winning tv juve show producer by Sephie Altman for WRC-NBC, cele- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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imediately 
ar: hig: hae: he)(- ae 
82 half-hour 


suspense 








starring’ 


available to regional and local advertisers. 


ALREADY SOLD TO WCBS-TV AND TO STORER STATIONS — BOTH ACROSS THE BOARD FOR DAYTIME STRIPPING! 


BELLAMY 


FOLLOW THAT MAN on the CBS TV Network scored a smash 32.2 





average Nielsen and a 53% share of audience for a full year. Audience 
composition: 46% women, 36% men, 18% children. Network-sponsored 


by CAMEL 3 straight years. 82 half-hours on film are immediately 
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HETHER OR NOT sponsored and regardless of 
W ew intrastation or competitive position on the 

audience measurement scoreboards, informational 
programs of every conceivable variety are, in numerous 
instances, the major contribution by local stations to Live 
Television. It does not matter whether the city market 
s below 50,000 in population or over a million—the story 
s nearly the same. In fact, many stations in small com- 
unities are superior in this regard to their big brothers 
n metropolitan areas. In general, no particular market 


I 


iS a tranglehold” or “exclusive” on inventivness and 
jagination, ability and knowledge, though it is obvious 
that, in line with the economic graphs, stations in the 
larger markets are better equipped technically and in back- 
stage and camera personnel; at least, they can demand the 
best by paying the most, even if money in itself is not the 
see-all and end-all in superior and vigorous “public ser- 
vice’ and related programming. 

Herewith is the informational programming phase of 
Part 2 of a cross-country survey by Variety of local live 
television habits and program structures (Part I appeared 
on Pages 33 and 52 of the Jan. 22 issue). Forthcoming 
articles will get down to specifics on which stations slot 
what in these four other main categories: kiddie or ju- 
venile, variety-musie, teenage and an amorphous but tra- 
ditional consisting of housewife, daytime quiz, general 
family appeal 

First, then, the informational-public affairs programs, 
presenting only the highlights or “top of the milk” from 
the replies received from approximately 22% of the sta- 
tions covered. These are given at random, with no order 
as to comparative quality of programs or size of the mar- 
ket covered by the stations. It should be borne in mind 
as well that many of these live local programs are up 
against strong competition from both networks and their 
home base, including the cream of syndicated film pack- 
ages and theatrical pix. 

In Atlanta, Ga., WAGA-TV offers “‘Two Bells—TV Edi- 
tion,’ beaming a local and regional feature-type show in 
magazine format and covering “interesting , personalities, 
unusual industrial stories, humorous facets of the city, 
talent, ete.” At 6 p.m. Sunday since Oct. 27, 1957, and 
aimed at 26-week cycles. 

A Prof’s—This Is Your Wor!d’ 

In Hartford, Conn., WNBC slots “This Is Your World,” 
hosted by Prof. Albert Burke; talk on various items of na- 
tional and international interest—sputnik, education, na- 
tural resources. At 2 p.m. Sunday since Nov. 17, 1957, 
also in 26-week skeins. 

In Syracuse, N.Y., WHEN-TV presents “These Things 
We Share,” a cross-the-board interfaith series in a rotat- 
ing slot, running since 1952. 

In Sacramento, Cal., KRCA-TV has “No Man Is An Is- 
land,’ a world affairs roundtable in a “relaxed format” 
(cigarets and coffee), with special guests ranging from a 
Prime Minister to a leading authority on the Kerensky 
regime to Morocco’s Mohammed V. Year-counder at 1:30 
p.m. Sunday since February, 1957. 

In Washington, D.C., WTOP-TV offers with “City Side,” 
with city officials and people in the news interviewed by 
three Washington newsmen, discussing city budgets, police 
forces, the highways and other news of public interest. 
All-year-round at 1 p.m. Sunday since February, 1956. 

In Little Rock, Ark., it’s “Litthe Rock Today,” a general 
format described as similar to NBC-TV's “Today,” Le., 
weather, news, guests. Crossboarded at noon since April, 
1954 

In Mobile. Ala... WKRG-TV cards “Academy of Science,” 
explaining all phases of science and medicine. Formatted 
for 52 weeks and running at 10:30 a.m., Sunday since Jan- 
uary, 1957 


i 
i 
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An Educator Takes ‘Weekend’ 

In Salt Lake City, Utah, KTVT puts forth “Weekend,” 
interpretive roundup of the week’s news, featuring Dr. 
G. Homer Durham, vicepresident of the Univ. of Utah, and 
Allen Moll, with film sequences of news stories used. A 
year-rounder at 9:30 p.m. Saturday since mid-1956. 

In Burlington, Vt.. WCAX-TV offers “You Can Quote 
Me,’ a “newsmaking” press panel interrogation of public 
figures. Running all year (except for July and August) 


at 7:30 p.m. Friday since October, 1954. Station also pre- 
sents “Current Events Quiz,” for seventh and eighth 
grade! it 5 p.m. Friday, running since October, 1956. 

In Bellingham, Wash., KVOS-TV puts on “Around the 
World Pre Conference” with this format: A foreign stu- 
dent at either the U. of Washington or the U. of British 
Columbia is quizzed each week by a panel of eight high- 
school seniors on the foreign student's homeland—its 
customs, agriculture, industry, politics, government, other 
topic Fight different highschool students are chosen 


each week, and the outstanding senior during the year is 
awarded a trip around the world, with all expenses paid 
by the station. Planned as a year-round show, it is slot- 
ted at 4:30 p.m. Saturday and has been running since Nov. 
30, 1957. Same station conducts “The World and the Peace 
Arch Country,” public affairs program at noon Sunday, 
launched Oct. 20, 1957. 

In Columbus, Ga., WRBL-TV presents “Chattahoochee 
RFD,” a farm program with various farm communities 
participating; includes demonstrations of farm and home 
techniques, farm news, films of various communities, 
“demonstrations by experts.” A 52-week program at noon 
Saturday since March, 1954. 

In Seattle-Tacoma, Wash., KTNT-TV has “6 O'Clock 
News,” with four men on camera, utilizing UP and AP 
film plus local film, plus 67 stringers or correspondents 
supplying the station with additional local and regional 
film. Year-round, cross-the-board, at 6 p.m. Running since 
April 29, 1957 

In Clarksburg, W. Va., WBOY-TV (new station) sched- 
ules “The Notables” with Wendell Poe, at 6:30 p.m. Sat- 
urday. Premiered Nov. 23, 1957. 

In Portland, Ore.. KPTV puts on “Sunday News Reel” 
(presumably some of it is live), at 5:30 p.m. Sunday and 
running since Oct. 6, 1957. 

In Birmingham, Ala.. WBRC-TV offers Wally Fowler, 
gospel singer, at noon Saturday since its launching in 1956. 

In Louisville, Ky., WHAS-TV slots ‘What's Your Ques- 
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tion,” at 10 p.m., Wednesday, running since 1950 

In Cleveland, O., WJW-TV presents “Adventures in Mu- 
sic,” described as in the public service category, at 11:30 
a.m. Saturday. Bowed Nov. 23, 1957 

In Raleigh, N.C., WNAO-TV makes this observation: “At 
present this station has only one half-hour show which is 
on a public service basis (not otherwise described). Other 
hour and half-hour shows have only live-camera seg- 
ments.” 

A Flagship’s ‘Hi, Mom’ Catch All 


In New York, WRCA-TV, flagship of NBC-TV, limits its 
response to the survey questionnaire to but one show, 
“Hi, Mom,” a service show (‘entertainment and instruc- 
tion) addressed to pre-school children and the mother and 
described by the station as “a commercial blend of enter- 
tainment, culture, education into a ‘good’ attractive pro- 
gram for mother and child.” A year-rounder, cross-the- 
board from 9 to 10 a.m. Launched Aug. 15, 1957. 

In Baltimore, Md., WMAR-TV offers ‘Medicine 1958” 
(segueing from “Medicine 1957,” etc.), a study of the 
progress of medicine, its current problems and achieve- 
ments. Some recent titles: “The Influenza Problem,” “Con- 
sideration of Antibiotics.’ Panel consists of prominent phy- 
sicians, many of them teaching at medical schools. Slot- 
ted at 5:30 p.m. on alternate Saturdays and running since 
November, 1955. Same station conducts “The Port That 
Built a City,” about the Port of Baltimore, at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Started 1951 


Wynd? —— ’ 
Westinghouse Story 
{ITH TWO OF its stations already included in the 
reply to the questionnaire by VARIETY, the West- 
inghouse Broadcasting Co., on the basis of its chain op- 
eration and with foreknowledge of its quality program- 
ming, was invited to enter additional data early in Feb- 
ruary, after the survey proper had been declared “closed.” 
From this supplementary and new information, here are 
the highlights of news-public service-public affairs seg- 
mentation by various local components of the company: 

WJZ-TV, Baltimore, Md.: “Baltimore Closeup” with 
Jack Wells. Cross-the-board, 7 to 9:30 a.m. Service and 
entertainment program for the early morning, featuring 
news, time and weather checks, comedy by Jack Wells, Ed 
Baekey, Mack Edwards and staff; 

7:20 and 10:30 News, Sunday through Saturday. Keith 
McBee and Gary Franklin, station’s news reporting team, 
shoot their own film and write their own commentary for 
these 10-minute reports on news, weather, sports. McBee 
is presented “in limbo” with no desk separating him from 
the viewer. i 

“Aaron Sopher’s Baltimore.” Once monthly, Sunday, 5 
to 5:30 p.m. Drawings of Aaron Sopher, popular local ar- 
tist, tell the story of a particular phase of life in Balti- 
more. 

San Francisco’s Six-Show Schedule 


KPIX, San Francisco: “This Morning,” Monday-through- 
Friday, 8:30 to 9 a.m. Described as the only local, live 
morning show in the Bay Area. A service-type show con- 
sisting of news, weather, along with recipes, etc., strung 
on an entertainment format; 

“Adventure School,” cross-the-board, 10 to 10:30 a.m. 
Another service-type show hosted by Marian Koehler 
Rowe from idea started 20 years ago via Nursery School 
and transplanted to tv. At-home participation with “fun 
sheets” mailed out to enable kids to carry on with games 
and stunts as they sit in front of their sets. Described as 
“a program set up as an example for parents on ways to 
handle problems of pre-school children; 

“Deputy Dave's Roundup, Saturday from 21:45 to 2:30 
p.m. Another example of the mating of service and spe- 
cial information to entertainment facets. Deputy Dave 
stresses the father-son association (with his son Mike on 
the program) and teaches families to have fun together 
with outdoor living. Includes a section on fish and game, 
hobbies—“‘all the things kids can do with parents.” 

“What's ‘Your Opinion, Sunday from 1:30 to 2 p.m. 
“Oldest panel discussion show in the area” (ninth year), 
Features discussion of local problem as they relate to na- 
tional “or perhaps strictly local’ issues, Program is guided 
by a 32- member advisory committee composed of top 
educators, business and labor leaders, judges, women’s 
groups, etc; 

“New Horizons.” Sunday from 8:30 to 9 a.m. Recently 
installed show “filling a definite need in California.” Says 
the station: “So many senior citizens come to retire in this 
state, KPIX felt they should have a sounding board of 
their own, unusual problems. Consists of discussions and 
lectures on what California’s senior citizens are doing to 
maintain useful, productive, happy lives after retiring 
from regular business. Many famous people, still active 
in their 60s, 70s and up, have appeared on the show as 
inspiration ‘Eleanor Roosevelt is one example). Unusual 
twist is that the moderator for ‘New Horizons’ is the same 
woman who runs daily program for very small children 
—Marian Koehler Rowe” ‘see “Adventure School” above); 

“House Call,” Saturday from 4 to 4:30 p.m. No drama- 
tizations or pre-written plays. Actual remote telecasts from 
hospitals in the Bay Area, showing activities of doctors 
and nurses “busy saving lives.” All persons used are real 
—no actors. “One interesting program took a little boy to 











THE LIVE ORBIT BIT 


Post-Sputnik and pre-Explorer, a tv station in a city 
of less than 100,000 population became perhaps the 
first to start and finish a short live series dealing with 
the significant issues of rockets, space travel and satel- 
lites 

KOVR, Stockton, Cal., on Feb. 4 concluded a six- 
part “Orbit 13." The moderator, Charles A. Koepke, 
is a general science teacher at Stockton’s John Mar- 
shall Junior Highschool and a member of the Rocket 
Research Institute. “Guestars” were of the learned 
variety— natch. “Orbit 13” was slotted at 6 p.m. Sun- 
day. 
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have his tonsils out, and he told story of just what hap- 
pens so that other children watching would not be terri- 
fied of hospitals. In the works is a four-part (one hour 
each) section on the training and education of a doctor.” 

KYW-TV, Cleveland: “Today In Cleveland,” cross-tlit- 
board capsules ai 25 minutes after and five minutes before 
the hour, between 7 and 9 a.m., covering northern Ohio 
news, weather, sports and human interest angles integrat- 
ed with the networked (NBC) “Today.” Hosted by Tom 
Haley; 

“Pete French and the News,” cross-the-board, 2:50 to 
3 p.m. News plus interviews with key personalities; also 
on from 6:55 to 7 p.m. with spot reports and interviews 
and at 11 to 11:10 p.m., latter followed by five minutes 
each of “Joe Finan, Weatherman,” and “Bob Neal, 
Sports.”’; 

“The Land Is Ours,” Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
Aimed at farmers, with agricultural films, livestock re- 
ports. Lawson Deming is master of ceremonies; 

“11th Hour News With Jay Miltner,” Saturday from 11 
to 11:05 p.m., segueing to capsule “Sports Review With 
Johnny Bell”; 

“TV Sunday School,” Sunday from 8 to 8:30 a.m. Host- 
ess, Sunday school teacher Ethel Brewer; studio cast of 
actual students in discussion of religions of all faiths; 

“Mary Holt Show,” Sunday from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Ne- 
gro hymns and spirituals, church choirs, singers in studio; 

“Breakthrough,” alternate Sundays from 5:30 to 6 p.m, 
Host Tom Haley in a science and engineering series. 

Boston ‘Goes Forward’ in Science 

WBZ-TV, Boston: “2,000 A.D., science program conduct- 
ed by Prof. Jonathan Karas of the Univ. of New Hamp- 
shire. “An exciting, dramatic presentation” of the future 
in science. Sunday at 1 p.m., running in 13-week cycles 
launched in July, 1956. Same station presents “Starring 
the Editors,” Sunday at 1:30 p.m. since 1955. 

KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh, Pa.: Crossboards the news on 
six-a-day schedule, starting 9:55 a.m. with Paul Shannon, 
Bill Burns at noon, the woman's angle at 2:20 with Pat 
Kelly, at 7 o'clock with Carl! Ide, at 11 with Burns and at 
1 a.m. with Ray Scott's “Final Edition.” The Saturday night 
news lineup—Burns at 6:30, John Roberts at 11:30 and 
Scott at 1 a.m.; Sunday—lIde at 2 p,m. and Al McDowell 
at 11. 

Station’s public service programs are: “Spotlight,” 3:30 
p.m. Saturday— educational series produced in coopera- 
tion with Carnegie Institute of Technology, “dealing with 
people and things surrounding our world today”; “Sound- 
Off,” 2:30 p.m. Sunday—a springboard for highschool and 
college students to express opinions and ask questions of 
leading civic leaders, educators, political and sports fig- 
ure’s with Paul Long as anchorman; “House Call,” 2 p.m. 
Sunday once a month, medical program produced with the 
U. of Pittsburgh Medical Health Centre in which leading 
medical authorities appear; “Man-Space-Time,”’ 2 p.m, 
Sunday once a month, produced with Buhl Planetarium 
and assembling leading scientists (Willy Ley, Werner von 
Braun, et al.) in discussion of science and space travel, 
with Rege Cordie as anchorman; “Dilemma of Diversity,” 
5 p.m. Sunday, educational series in which Dr. Thomas, 
Professor of Education at U. of Pitt, “decries the lack of 
adequate school properties and systems available to give 
proper education and is challenged each week by a panel 
of educational leaders.” 


e 29 7 
m y 
Traffic: Over & Oh No 
FOREMOST model of public service programming 
is having its troubles in the halls of justice. This 
is the ideally titled “Traffic Court’—just what the name 
implies and presented by several stations around the coun- 
try 

The first axe fell in January, on the head of Detroit. 
There, WWJ-TV’s eight-year-old “Traffic Court” was 
forced off the air when the Michigan Bar Assn. objected 
to the Traffic Judge's participation in the program. The 
station turned right around and, on Feb. 4, replaced that 
show in the 6:30 p.m. slot with “Up for Appeal,” a live 
reenactment of the problems of motorists whose licenses 
have been revoked. The program is produced by WWJ- 
TV in cooperation with the Traffic Safety Assn. and with 
participation by representatives of the Secretary of State, 
the Attorney General's office and the Detroit Police Dept. 

A more elaborate case was made of another “Traffic 
Court’— that of KABC-TV in Hollywood, whose program 
of that name has been running for about seven years and 
is touted as the highest-rated local live television entry. 

It may be pure coincidence, but it was only a few days 
alter a glowing description of the show's workings, in- 
cluding an interview with the presiding judge—3,000 
miles across the country by way of the New York Times’ 
Sunday television page — that the hammer fell on the 
judge, Evelle Younger. Fifteen jurists of the Judicial 
Ethics Committee of the California Conference of Judges 
found, with but one dissenting opinion, that Judge Young- 
er’s weekly appearance was “in violation of judicial 
ethics.” 

The N.Y. Times said that “the commercial sponsorship 
of the program formed the basis for the ruling.” The 
sponsor is the Southern California Chevrolet Dealers 
Assn. According to the dispatch, Judge Younger’s whose 
stipend is $49.50 a week, which he gives to the Legal Aid 
Society, left the show. 

‘A few days later, undaunted, Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Elmer D. Doyle said he would officiate on 
a new show which was launched on rival channel KTTV 
in a series called “Divorce Court.”) 

There is at least one other tv “Traffic Court”; it shows 
up in the survey by Variety, from WBNS, Columbus, O. 
That station’s version is similar to the others in that it 
is a live reenactment of traffic cases, with the actual judge, 
policeman and court officials. Only the defendants are 
portrayed by actors. As in KABC-TV’s show, the Ohio 
city’s “Traffic Court” is programmed at 6:30 p.m., on Mon- 
days. It has been on the air since last September, making 
it probably the newest “Traffic Court” on local live tele- 
vision. It is presented year-round. 
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CBS-TV's ‘Sat. Nite’s All Mine’ 


Perhaps one of the more interesting footnotes to the current tv 


season is the Saturday night 


NBC dumped from its longtime supremacy dating back to the ‘51 
when the web was riding high with its 


era 
“Show 
later 
of “People Are Funny,” 
rade,” gave NBC much the better 

But this season, 
port for 
wit 


of Shows”-“Hit Parade,” 


even “Perry Mason,” 


toprated parlay. 
years when Jackie Gleason was top kick for CBS, the lineup | 
Perry Como, George Gobel and 


turn-in-fortunes which finds | 
“All-Star Revue’’- 
Even during the 





“Hit Pa- 
of it over the evening span. 


| 
“ 
based on Nielsen's latest average audience re- | 
the last two weeks in January, | 


it’s strictly CBS’ night, 


coming within two rating points of 


matching Como 8 to 8:30 and inflicting punishment on the Art Link- | 


letter 7:30 display. 


tating “Club Oasis”-Polly Berge 


trouncing Gisele MacKenzie 37.1 to 13.7 and “Gunsmoke,” 


ing the now-defunct “End of the 
rade ratings are the lowest in its 


At 9 o'clock C 


BS’ Gale Storm doubles the ro- 

n ratings, with “Have Gun,” 

decimat- 
‘Hit Pa- 


Rainbow,” 44.6 to 14.2. 


tv career 
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WPAT's Soft-Music 


Policy Leads 





4-to-1 as Dentists’ Best Friend 


By JO RANSON + 
Dentists no longer tell their suf- 
fering patients such jokes as: “Do 
you wish a local anaesthetic?” “No, 


doc, I'm wealthy. Give me some- 
thing imported.” Or: “Will you 
take gas?” “Yes, doc, and be sure 


to check the oil, at the same time.” 

These infected wheezes went out 
of the storm windows when dentists 
in the Greater New York-New Jer- 
sey region discovered that the soft- 
music policy of WPAT, Paterson, 
N. J., was a vastly superior replace- 
ment for oral jokes as a “laughing 
gas” anaesthetic during drilling 
sessions on a broken bicuspid. 

A recent poll reveals that the 
Paterson outlet is supposedly tops, 
four to one, as the old Forhan’s 
toothpaste ads used to say, in den-| 
tists ‘officers. More than any other | 
station in the frenzied metropoli- 
tan market, WPAT has _ subtly 
drilled its way into the formalde- | 
hyde-smelling offices of countless | 
dentists because of its “Painless 
Parker” program policy. Next to 
WPAT, according to the molar 
maulers, is WQXR’'s therapeutic 
properties, and lately, WNYC, the 
municipal mouthpiece of New York 
City. 

These three outlets, according to 
many members of the First and 
Second District Dental Societies, 
are most easy to take for a swollen 
jaw. This view is maintained by 
experts in prosthodontics, ortho- 
dontics, periodontics and pedodon- 
tics. 

When asked why tv is not as val- 
uable a tool as AM radio in the 
dentist's office, the men in the 
short white coats reply that it pre- 
vents their talking to patients 
about mouth hygiene. “It is tough 
to speak above the shouts from a 
tv receiver,” one dentist replied 
“But with soft music like portions 
of ‘My Fair Lady,’ ‘South Pacific’ 
or a Straus Waltz I can tell them 
how important it is to brush their 
teeth twice a day and see their 
dentist twice a year.” 

Leaders of the dental societies 
also urged their members to tune 


(Continued on page 48) 


Leonard Sillman 
Sets WABD Series 


Leonard Sillman becomes what 
may be the first Broadway pro- | 
ducer to get not only his own regu-} 
lar tv show but one bearing _ 
name (“Leonard Sillman Show” 
Beginning March 20, Sillman, mind 
has produced * ‘New Faces,” “Miss | 
Isobel” and “A Night with T, C,} 
Jones” for the New York stage, 
kicks off a variety affair as a local 
offering on WABD, the DuMont 
o&o. 

Sillman, in addition to hosting 
the show, will produce and front 
a new face (comedic or musical) 
each outing. Addition of this new 
show gives WABD a live local 
stanza at 8:30 on Tuesday, Wednes- 
day and Thursday. “Put It In Writ- 
ing” launched last week on Tues- 
day and earlier “Hy Gardiner Call- 
ing” took over the Wednesday slot 
in a move from WRCA-TV, New 





York, ' 





| ices, 


Okay WHK 7006 Sale 


Sale of WHK, Cleveland, to Du- 
Mont Broadcasting Corp. was final- | 
ized for $700,000. Forest City Pub- | 
lishing Co. (Cleveland Plain Deal- 
er), which sold it, is filing with the 





FCC for okay on the sale this 
week. 

Station is a 5,000-watter and was 
started in 1922. | 


RCA Banner Sales 
But Profits Down: 
NBC Major Factor 


Radio Corp. of America made 
record sales during 1957, but its 
net profit was down slightly from 
the previous year because of “soft- 
ening of general economic condi- 
tions and the highly competitive 
situation in the radio-tv industry,” 
the company’s annual report re- 
vealed. 

Sales, over the billion-dollar 
mark for the third year in a row, 
increased 4.3% to the new peak of 
$1,176,277,000. But profits were 
down 3.7°%% to $38,549,000, equal to 
$2.55 a share, as compared with} 
$2.65 the previous year. Dividends 
paid out were the same as 1956, 
totaling $23,909,000, equal to $3.50 
per share on the preferred and 
$1.50 on the common stock. 

Report, for the first time, indi- 
cated in some detail the role of, 
NBC in the company’s gross 
revenue. The network's contribu- 
tion to RCA volume during 1957 | 
came to $292,212.000, equal to 
24.9% of the overall RCA volume. | 
It was the second largest branch of | 
the company’s operations, bested 
only by manufacturing and serv- 
which accounted for 50% 
Sales to Government (defense) 
totaled 22.7%, RCA Communica- 
tions contributed 2.2% and RCA 
Institutes grossed .2°% 

With reference to broadcasting, 
report stressed gains in “five major 
areas,” tv programming gained in 
audience popularity (daytime au- 
dience up 30%, nighttime up 
10%); network radio business in- 
creased 41% over 1956; television 

(Continued on page 54) 
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ROY ROGERS PACTS 
CBS-TV RERUN DEAL 


Roy Rogers, who recently bought 
out the NBC-TV interest in his vid- 
pix series and now has 100° own- 





, ership of the 104 episodes he pro- 


duced for NBC-TV over several 
years, has switched network al- 
legiances. He's set a deal with 
CBS-TV for the reruns under 
which Columbia gets first crack 
at a network sale on the repeats. 
CBS is trying to peddle the re- 
runs for Saturday mornings at 
11:30, and if it finds a sponsor, the 
show will start this spring. How- 
ever, if CBS can’t find sponsorship, 
@il bets are off. \ 


T'S RERUN 


| summertime 


| which 
| bling and jockeying for 


jing the summer, 


| Allen wants to 





TIME WBCs For-Working-People-Only’ 


WITH VENCEANCE 4-Day Balto Powwow to Trigger . 
Realistic Appraisal of Pubservice 


Upcoming summer semester on 


|tv shapes up as the doggiest of 


them all, general feeling by prac- 
tically everybody concerned being 
“let's just try to live through it 
without inflicting too much pain 
or damage.” Fact that even “The 
Arthur Murray Party,” a perennial 
entry, refuses to 
make itself available as a_ hot- 
months filler, is perhaps the tip- 
off to what's in store for the tele- 
viewer when the June-July-August 
dog days roll around. 

One particularly disturbing as- 
pect—disturbing to the networks 
—is the fact that for the first time 
some sponsors are not even both- 
ering to protect their time fran- 
chises over the summer period 
and are checking out at the end 
|of the current season. All of 
means some frantic scram- 
program- 
time positions in the fall. 

In a nutshell the sponsor, eye- 
is intent on one 
thing—catching up on inventories, 
recouping his losses and amortiz- 
ing his investments. Thus, for ex- 
ample, Royal Typewriter will re- 
tain its Sunday 7:30 period on| 
NBC-TY after “Saliy” gets the 
boot, but will reactivate the 
“Panic” series, taking advantage 
of unspooled halfhour segments 
that have been lying idle in the 
can. Similarly, such unlamented 
casualties as “The Brothers” and 
“On Trial’ will be restored to the 


| network skeins making available, 


in addition to reruns, already-com- 
pleted but as yet unshown install- 


ments. (“Maybe we'll even get 
‘Norby’ back?” observes one tv ob- 
server.) 


Otherwise everybody and_ his 
uncle will be playing “rerun time,” 
with but few exceptions, as in the 
case of “Thin Man” which will in- 
sert some fresh celluloid. 

Nobody’s wasting time on ex- 


| perimental programming, and live 


showcases remaining on through 
the summer will be, for the most 
part, low-budgeted affairs. Steve 
take the summer 
off but his Greyhound sponsor, 
alerted to the summer pickup in 
travel, is trying to persuade him 
to stay put. Dinah Shore goes off 
for the summer with Chevy prun- 
ing its budget with replacement 
fare. Perry Como goes off, with 


| another go-round of rotating sing- 


ers filling in. Such on-and-off 
perennials as “Pantomime Quiz” 
will be dusted off, with “Quiz” al- 
ready earmarked for Tuesday 
9:30 on ABC-TV. 


Loretta Young, NBC | 
Dicker New Contract 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Discussions are under way for 
a new contract with NBC for 
Loretta Young and her Lewislor 
Productions, which produces her 
vidpix series. Negotiations are cur- 
rently being finalized, inasmuch as | 
the star's five-year-pact with the 
web ends March 20, when she wiil 
have filmed the 170th vidpix in her 
series. 

Abe Lastfogel, 





head of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, and Norman 
Brokaw of that agency, rep her in 
the negotiations with Tom Sarnoff 
of NBC. 





The 
°58 Goose Hangs High 
Opines 


Earl Rettig 


(Pres. Calif. National Productions) 


In 
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fa full 


; Hunt.” 





—And Only Half Sold 


Bob Hope coasted to his second 
highest Trendex of the season 
(highest since his opening show) 
Sunday night (2) on NBC-TV, easi- 
ly topping his combined opposition 
and winding up with a 9 to 10 av- 
erage of 33.5 

Hope hit a 
for “General 
(Charles Laughton 
9.1 for Sid Ceasar. At 9:30, Hope 
pulled a 33.1, “Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents” drew a 20.3 and “You 
Asked for It" a 48 Yet oddly 
enough Hope is only half-sold 


ABC-TV Flaunts 
A ‘Soft Economy’; 
$8,000,000 Hypo 


For the moment ABC-TV is 
flaunting the national soft economy 
by having written between $7,000,- 


33.8 at 9, vs. 16.3 
Electric Theatre” 
starring) and 





000 and $8,000,000 in immediate 
time billings. This gross figure is 
all for shows that are already on 
the air or will be on by April 
Beech Nut-Life Saver made a 
deal last Wed. (26) and went on 
the air March 1 as full sponsor of 


the new nighttime “Dick Clark 
Show.” Beech Nut, controlled by 
Edward Noble, who is a large 


American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres stockholder, has a 52- 
week pact for the show with the 
usual 13-week options on renewal 
throughout the vear. 

Two other large deals were con- 
summated during February which 
push ABC time billings—including 
Beech Nut's nearly $2,000,000 for 
year—to about $5,500,000 


Baltimore, March 4 

Nation's trenchant observers of 
radio-tv will sound off in = shirt- 
sleeve fashion at second Local Pub- 
lic Service Conference under 
pices of Westinghouse Broadcasting 
Co. starting tomorrow (‘Wed.) at 
Johns Hopkins University 

This four-day powwow on a 
shorthair, realistic level is bring- 
ing together iocal station working 
program people from small and 
large outlets across the country 
They're primarily concerned with 


aus- 


making public service features 
more showmanly and the WBC 
agenda for the next few days is 
geared along these lines 

One of many major pane! discus- 
sions will concern itself with “The 
Audience.” Moderated by Richard 
Heffner, program chief of Metro- 


politan Education Television Assn 


and moderator on WRCA-TV's 

rhe Open Mind,” it will present 
divergent thoughts of David Suss- 
kind, exec veepee of Talent Asso- 
ciates; Gilbert Seldes, essayist and 
author of “The Seven Lively Arts”; 


Irving Gitlin, CBS Director of Pub- 
lic Affairs; Stockton Helfrich, NBC 
Director of Continuity Acceptance; 
Herta Herzog, veepee of research 
at McCann-Erickson; William Ka- 
land, national program manager for 
WBC, and Melvin Goldberg, WBC 
Director of Research. 
Spearheading the gathering on 


public service programming are 
WBC's President Donald H. Me- 
Gannon and Richard M. Pack, vee- 


pee of programming. Their lineup 
for the next few days is something 
like the Yankee batting orde: 

4 lampoon on tv tagged “S« 
This Is Television,” with Bil Baird 
and his Marionettes, will precede 
session on “The Audience.” 

Stemming from remarks made 
by Sen. John F. Kennedy of Mass 
at last year’s conference in Bos- 
ton. WBC launched a Radio-Tele- 
vision History Award Contest 
Winning names will be released on 
last day of conference, March 8 


American Tobacco signed for Judges include Bruce Catton, nov- 
“Make Me Laugh,” which is worth elist and editor of “American 
almost $2,000,000 on the full year Heritage”: Allen Nevins. Colum- 
also. General Foods inked for pja U prof and American historian; 
about a $1,500,000 worth of day- Car] Haverlin. BMI prexy, and 
time (via “Trust Your Wife?” ,| others. Radio-tv stations, with ex- 


rounding out the major buys 
Most recently, Five-Day Pads 
came in for a spring-summer buy 
worth an estimated $500,000 on 
“Pantomime Quiz.” And another 
$1,500,000 worth of ABC-TV time 
has gone to 


tisers in daytime video: Welch, 
Eastco and Corn Products in 
“American Bandstand” and Col- 
gate-Palmolive in extensive day- 
time buys, including ‘‘Lone 
Ranger.” 





DENNIS NO MENACE 
AS A PINCHHITTER 


They're now calling him come- 


to-the-rescue Dennis James. The 
emcee-announcer on Monday (10 
goes in for Bill Cullen on “Pulse,” 


the four-hour ‘6 to 10 a.m.) cross- 
boarder on WRCA, the N. Y. flag- 
ship of NBC. Cullen was reported 
last week as ready to throw in the 
towel after two and a half years 
as the anchorman on “Pulse” and 
concentrating on his network tele- 


shows 

It’s not believed, however, that 
James, who will be the “take 
charge guy” for two weeks, is in- 


terested in the assignment perma- 


nently. WRCA is shopping around 
for a replacement for Cullen, and 
whether Cullen returns after 


James’ fireman duty, ending March 
24, is no known now 

It's recalled that 
rescue duties of the recent past 
for NBC (tv) were these Last 
summer he went to Chicago for a 
two-week booking on “Club 60” 
and stayed around for six months; 
and a few months ago he did hur- 
ry-up one-night duty for Jan Mur- 
ray on the network's “Treasure 


among James’ 


participating adver-| 


ception of WBC outlets, have sub- 
mitted tapes, films, transcriptions 
for judging. There'll be a cash 
grant and two honorable mentions 
for winning selections 
Today's (Wed.) gathering 
(Continued on page 48) 


Upbeat In Sponsor 
Coin on TV News 


News appears to be one of tele- 
vision's hottest sales commodities, 
at least on the local New York 
level. WCBS-TV, the CBS flagship 
in Gotham, sold six five-minute 
news segments within the last 
couple of weeks, even to the point 
of deciding CBS-TV to release one 
of its network news strips to local 
co-op sponsorship. 

That's the Walter 
to 1:30 p.m. cross-the-boarder, 
which has been running sustain- 
ing on the network. WCBS-TYV 
signed Ehler’s Coffee to three-a- 
week sponsorship in N.Y. for a 13- 
week rice, then went to the net- 
work one got the show released 
for co-op sale, effective March 15 
At the same time, station signed 
Esso to sponsor three five-minute 
segments a week on its “7 O'Clock” 
report, replacing Cities Service, 
Esso had already been on the sta- 
tion with a 7:55-8 a.m. strip, which 
it's dropping, but the move to even- 
ing time involves several times the 
morning expenditure. Actually, the 
morning buy by Esso had been 
merely to get position for a better 
news spot, since the station has a 
strict priority setup for news spon- 

j sorship. 


will 


Cronkite 1:25 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, Mareh 5, 1958 





Now available for exclusive regional and 


local sponsorship... the freshest, 
newest TV sports sensation 


TOP PRO 


GOLF 


v 


First Run off the ABC-TV Network (as ALL-STAR GOLF) 
...- A Natural for Spring and Summer! 


“The sports world’s freshest . . . right 
up television's alley.” 
4 — TIME 


“Championship Bowling is now in its 
fourth year and has a better audience 
than any other syndicated sports show 
on television. Golf may do even better.” 


—JOHN CROSBY 


“Fascinating show . . . atmosphere of 
links pleasanter than gridiron, dia- 
mond or bowling alley.” 

— VARIETY 


“All-Star Golf should attract plenty of 
non-golfing viewers, as well as the 5 
million or so active devotees of the 


game.” 
— SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


“Attractive to more than just golf en- 
thusiasts . .. a truly engrossing show.”’ 
— BILLBOARD 


Tournament Golf « Medal Play 
$100,000.00 in cash prizes 
Jim Britt does on-the-spot commentary 


PRODUCED BY PETER DEMET 
DIRECTED BY SID GOLTZ 


—the same production team 
for TV’s famous 


CHAMPIONSHIP BOWLING 





Thrilling one-hour 18-hole matches, with all the 
excitement and suspense of a live sports event — 
filmed especially for television. Now available 

for the first time at the local level for the 

Spring and Summer of 1958. There is nothing in TV 
that can be substituted for great sports competition. 
This is the first time that modern TV techniques 
have been properly applied to the game of golf... 
we graphically capture all the shots and all the 
drama that make this game famous. Seven cameras 
photograph the action and every nuance... 

you see and you hear what's happening better 


than if you were there in person. 


For Audition Film and Prices—write, wire or phone 


Walter Schwimmer, Inc. 


75 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago 1, Ill. ¢ FRanklin 2-4392 
527 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y. « ELdorado 5-4616 








CARY MIDDLECOFF- 
Twice Winner of the 
National Open 
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42 TELEVISION REVIEWS 
PUT IT IN WRITING | oor 
With Dan Anthony, Dr. Kenneth | 


W. Thompson, Virginia er yiee| 
Sandy Becker, moderator; Vive- 
ca Lindfors, Carlton Fredericks, 


guests 


Producer; Robert C, Bloom 
Director: H. Wesley Kenney | 
Writer: Betty L. Freedman | 
30 Mins., Tues., 8:30 p.m. | 
WABD, New York | 
fhere were a number of things 
vith “Put It In Writing,” 

el show that premiered a 

o Tuesday ‘Feb. 25) as a 

| half-hour on WABD, New | 

York that’s even if you believe 


i he cience of graphology” in 
elation to character analysis. 

\ Kenney, an excellent direc- 
other areas, goofed on sound 
nera pickup. Sandy Becker, 
the moderator of a three-man pan- 
handwriting “experts” (that 
Virginia Graham who was 
modest about her knowl- 
edve ot graphology and loaded 
with opinions about the character 
mystery guests on the 
trength of their handwriting), 
kept the nice-guy qualities he nor- 


for in 


and ¢a 
«| ot 


includes 


at once 


mal hows during his Juve tv em- 
cee chores, but was uncertain in 
hiis new nighttime role. And the 
fiamework of “Put It In Writing” | 
was overwritten by Betty Freed- 
{ 


nan 

Iwo guests in the half-hour was 
too many, but it’s understood 
WABD intends limiting it to 
one mystery guest per show from 
no on. However, the problem 
goes deeper than that or anything 
mentioned so far. Idea of pit- 
ting the guests’ own opinions of 
themselves against those of the ex- 
perts. who derive theirs from hand- 
Writing alone proved to be only 
emtbarrassing for the guests and 
not the least bit arresting for the 
audience. The foolishly generalized 
questions couldn't be honestly an- 


one 
that 


! avich, 


swered by anyone, and it’s doubt- | 


ful that many more stars will per- 
mul themselves to appear on a pro- 


gram, especially a local one where 
the promotional returns are lim- 
ited, where they are torn apart on 
such a flimsy pretext as handwrit- 
ing analysis Art. 


ROBERT TROUT WITH NEWS 
Director: Lamar Caselli 
Writer: Trout 
5 Mins.; Sun., 6:25 p.m. 
CBS-1V, from New York 

Ihe new lineup replacing “Beat 
the Clock” between 6 and 6:30 p.m. 
Sundays makes tor a happy tan- 
dem. “The Last Word,” which scin- 
tillated last time up (2), was fol- 
lowed for the last five minutes 
before 6:30 by “Robert Trout with 


the News.” Veteran newsgabber 
Trout, unaided by film clips or 
any other visual assist, gave a 


resonant and often humorous dis- 
tinction to his news briefs. 

Trout is a highly saleable Sun- 
day evening item Art. 
BLUE PAIRY 
With Brigid Bazlen, 

Marionettes, ethers 
Executive Producer: Leslie Urbach 
Producer: Rufus Rose 
Director: Don Kane 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 7:15 p.m, 
KCA VICTOR/POLK BROS. 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

What Chicago television seems to 

need least today is another kid- 


Rufus Rose 


THe eoeoe 


See It Now 

Attainment of Statehood for the 
territories of Alaska and Hawaii 
has been one of the longrunning 
Congressional serials (it’s now up 
again), but the pro & con issues 
were never set forth so vividly or 
dramatized so effectively as on last 
Sunday's “See It Now” under Ed 
Murrow and Fred Friendly’s con- 
structively probing auspices. 

“See It Now” tossed the debate 
around in word and picture from 
every conceivable angle, docu- 
menting both sides of the story 
with on-the-spot capsule summa- 
tions from all walks of life while 
at the same time updating the na- 
ticn on the Washington, D. C., 
temper. The visual montages of 
Alaska-Hawaii resources, their 
people, economy and_ behaviour 


| were telling background for the ac- 


companying arguments. 

From Alaska, the closest of the 
two to the threshold of Statehood, 
came forceful arguments from col- 
lege students, States-born home- 
steaders, Eskimos, Gov. Mike Step- 
Eskimo Territorial Senator 
Wm. Hobson, with the inevitable 
effect upon fish traps and canning 
interests, freight and shipping 
strictures. Similarly from Hawai 
the effect of Statehood on diverse 


aspects of life on the islands 
(ranching, sugar cane, pineapple 


plantations, tourism, etc.) were ex- 
plored in all its ramifications. 

But it was when Murrow & Co. 
invaded the D. C. precincts for 
interviews with Senators James 
Fastland and George W. Malone, 
two outspoken opponents of the 
Statehood bills, that “See It Now” 
proved anew its forcefull, penetrat- 
ing role in three-dimensional per- 
sonality exposure. Eastland’s trot- 
ting out of the “red herring" buga- 
goo and the fear of the Harry 
Bridges influence and Communist 


| infiltration in Congress as his ma- 


| 


|serted as “comedy relief.” 


| frightening 


State- 
the 


Hawaii 
par for 


jo 
hood 
course 
But it remained for Sen, Malone 
toe inject what, had it not been so 
both in content and 
might have been in- 
It's a 
tribute to Murrow that he could 
hold in himself in check (though a 
viewer could sense a champing at 
the bit) as Malone went off the 
deep end. There followed an ex- 
coriating diatribe not only against 
accepting non-contiguous areas in- 
to Statehood ‘which he envisioned 
inevitably as embracing Puerto 


squawk against 
was, perhaps, 


implication, 


| Rico, the Philippines and even For- 


mosa and thus changing the whole 
complexion of Congress but wound 
up deploring the imminence of the 


| greatest depression in history; la- 


} 


show. but this or> is so attractively 
wrot it's worth adding to the 
li | only to boast by, to exemplify 
how skillfully a simple local opus | 
ca »%” done 

Iwo things are immediately in 
its distavor, but both are external 
and don't reflect on the shows in- 
trinsic quality. One, “Blue Fairy” 
is bucking some pretty fast net- 
work competition at 7:15, and two, 
ils hard to imagine even moppets 


sitting still for a drawnout, serial- 
ived telling of a story like “Pinoc- 
chio,” especially when that’ story 
and others like it have been un- 
folded en toto by the networks in 
the space of an hour. This 
Version ot “Pinocchio,” at the rate 
it is unraveling. looks like it'll run 

a month at least 
Overcoming this is the fact that 
the seript is very intelligent, with 
a sott-pedaled moral lesson in each 
| and an assortment of 


nere 





sting side characters who 
never appeared in the motion pic- 
ture or televised versions of the 
tale bet What's more. it’s en- 
acted by the Rufus Rose Marion- 
ettes, fascinating in themselves and 
so well manipulated it’s sometimes 
possible for the viewer to forget 
not real people 

rhe on» real live principal is 
13-year old Brigid Bazlen, who por- 


ore 


hey re 


trays the Blue Fairy, the show's 
hostess who flies like Peter Pan. 

Program is the first effort on a 
local station to be purchased by 
RCA ‘in consort here with Polk 
Bros. appliance dealers) for -the 


promotion of its tint sets, and ac- 
cordingly the color values are giv- 


en extra special consideration, par- | on 


labl New 
140% 


beling the U. S. as a non-peaceable 
nation which, suggesting that if it 
would serve its purpose, would 
annex Mexico tomorrow, and fin- 
ally feeling sorry for Murrow and 
Yorkers who live on a 
override” behind glass win- 
dows and have no inkling of what's 
happening anywhere else in the 
world 

If Malone represents democracy 
in action, one could only wonder 
why Alaska or Hawaii would want 
equality ose. 


Climax 
Albert Anastasia, chief of the ex- 
termination department and Lord 
High Executioner of Murder Inc., 
got drilled plenty at the end of the 
60-minute Chrysler Corp. “Climax” 


production over CBS-TV (27) but 
some small fry viewing the pro- 
ceedings must have thought they 


bumped off the wrong guy. 

The dirty yegg from Brooklyn 
crackerjack exponent of murder, 
violence, syndicate crime, forgery, 
salary kickbacks, embezzlement, 
extortion and every other phase of 
mayhem emerged not quite as 
ruthless as he was in real life in 
the rugged environs of Red Hook 
and South Brooklyn. Eli Wallach 
although not meaning to, gave the 
Anastasia role a touch of sentimen- 
tality and despite the gangster’s 
untidy end, incipient hoods catch- 
ing the show may have regarded 
him with considerable admiration. 
Certainly Anastasia could have 
been painted in darker hues than 
he was shown in the “Climax” pro- 
duction and Don Ameche's banal! 
moralizing lacked the necessar\ 
bite to inflame the viewers. Muc') 
,more inflammatory material of the 
Murder Inc. era was derived from 
the newsreel clips of the gangster 
/reign in the video version of 
“Albert Anatasia: His Life and 
Death.” 

Perhaps the method of unfolding 
the story was bad. It was patchy 
and disjointed. It had Ameche as 
a tv commentator selling his boss 
the idea of a show on the 


ticularly in the imaginative sets |demise of the hood and to prove his 
and costumes of Robert Stebbins. |case traced the lurid passages in 


Les. 


i Anastasia’s rise from ship-jumping 


> 








Tele Follow-Up Comment - 


to the removal of hi$ riddled body 
from a barber's chair, 


There were vigorous vignettes of | 


gory doings, on occasién, but there 
was €vasiveness too in explaining 


why the most prominent gangster | 


in the Brooklyn underworld could 
get away with so many crimes. At 
no time was mention made of the 
Kings County district attorney who 
was lax in pressing indictments 
and failing to prosecute perfect 
murder cases against 
Blaming it all on the common “pee- 
pul” wasn’t sufficient, 

Buzz Kulik. who directed, did 
strongly in several instances, par- 
ticularly in opening waterfront 
scenes and the Abe Reles bit in the 


Half Moon Hotel where the “ca- 
nary” sang but didn't fly. Ted di 
Corsia was first-rate as Big Joe 


/Almost as many adjective jerkers 


were involved in the creation of 
this gangster script as covered the 
original Murder Inc. trial. Script 
was by Malvin Wald and Henry F. 
Greenberg from a story by Ber- 
nard Griard with additional mate- 
rial by Phil Hurn Don't bother 
standing up, fellers; there’s no cry 
for “author, author” from the 
house Rans. 





Bob Hope Show 
Bob Hope's March airing on 
NBC-TV Sunday (2) made par for 
the course. Hope's sessions have 
reached a kind of assembiy line 


format in which regulars virtually / 


can guess what he'll be doing and 

saying 
There 

ence in 


essential differ- 
Normally, 


Was 
this 


one 
telecast 


Hope's standup comedy sessions at; 


the beginning give the show suffi- 
cient strength to overcome struc- 
tural weaknesses in the sketches. 
This time, the opposite took place. 
It wasn't that Hope’s meonolog 
failed to produce any laughs, but 
he has done better in this depart- 
ment 

Hope ccllected a cast comprising 
Anita Ekberg, a statuesque Swede 
with no particular talent, Natalie 
Wood and Robert Wagner. Ping 
Crosby, who came to do a second, 
remained for a sketch. It’s a pleas- 
ure to hear these vets bandy words. 


The dialog is easy, charming and | 


smooth. Together they seem not to 
need a script. The relaxed give- 
and-take does it for them. 

Miss Wood, also a looker, was 
in several bits of brsiness with 
Hope. “Two Sleepy People,” done 
in the then-and-now vein, went 
over well. Miss Wood handles a 
line with feeling effect and appre- 
ciates a comedy situation. Wagner, 
although not given much to do, did 
that which was demanded of him in 
style 

Only one half of this hour show 
was sponsored by Johnson Motors, 
who got some stimulating commer- 
cials. NBC took out the other half 
for plugging its shows. It’s an in- 
teresting commentary on television 
itself when a Bob Hope isn’t SRO. 


Jose. 
Person to Person 
They brought up the curtain 
some 40 minutes earlier at New 
» York's Shubert Theatre’ Friday 


28) where “Bells Are Ringing” is 
showing to give Judy Holliday an 
opportunity to get home in time to 
play hostess to Edward R. Murrow 
on CBS-TV. 

She came on in the last quarter 
of the show and seemed none the 
for her arduous song-and- 
dance stint in the tuner that same 
evening, Ii was, of course, just an- 
other routine fan mag styled inter- 
view but Miss Holliday was com- 
pletely at ease and projected the 
amiable charm that comes off so 
well on stage. Also in for a briefie 
q. and a. was Miss Holliday’s moth- 
er, Mrs. Tuvim. 

In before the musicomedy star 
was photographer Dave Duncan. 
He had sone interesting things to 
say about his photo work during 
World War II and his soon due 
pictorial book, “The Private World 
of Pablo Picasso.” Gros. 


worse 





Mike Wallace Interview 
Mike Wallace’s interview with 
playwright Tennessee Williams 
had more than its share of mo- 
ments of candor, but it also had 
what can only be characterized as 


lighter moments, though probably | 
not intentionally so. As for exam- | 


ple, 


‘e. when Wallace kept pressing 
Villiams to discover why his plays 


are Obsessed with tragedy, vio- 
le nee, frustration, bitterness and 
hate. Playwright replied that he 


really didn’t believe they were but 
his analyst does, and the matter is 
currently under discussion between 
the two of them. Williams sug- 
gested that Wallace and his Satur- 
day night ABC-TV audjence would 
just have to wait for. the reason 
until he and his analyst have had 


POPPE SESE SES OEESESCESeeeee 
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js out as to whether Williams is 
| really that kind of guy. 

Other contributions to Williams’ 
| writing personality were what he 
described his loss of “infantile 
omnipotence’’—which comes when 
a» the child emerges from infantil- 
|ism and suffers a sense of outrage 
|when ali his demands are no 
longer met with love and care and 
what, according to Williams, is the 
root of anger in all people. He 
| didn’t however, say why this made 
him angrier than anyone else. 
Also, three years of “enduring” as 
a shoe clerk gave him an insight 
into how most people go through 
life, enduring it rather than living 


it. He also has a deep “suspicion” | 


of people who try to become his 
friends—they're interested in Ten- 
nessee Williams rather than Pom 
Villiams, he said, 

Williams seems to feel the re- 
ports about the anger and violence 
in his writing are exaggerated, and 
he pointed to his happier plays 
along with his belief that the more 
tragic ones end pointing up the 
virtues of his principal characters, 
He was able to duck the question 
of an obsession with sex because 
Wallace framed the question with- 
in the context of a quote from 
George Jean Nathan, and Williams 
observed that Nathen has panned 
all but one of his works and 
doesn’t seem to have an “affinity” 
for him. 

Perhaps most interesting was 
Williams’ evaluation of his own 
|work—he’s never felt he’s been 
able to reach the goal he set for 
himself in any of his plays, and he 
wouldn't class himself in the same 
league as Hemingway and Faulk- 
ner, for example. Wallace had per- 
haps as much frustration in pene- 
trating Williams’ thoughtful guard- 
edness as characterizes the frus- 
tration of Williams’ own charac- 
ters, but it was still an interesting 
and at times fascinating closeup of 


one of the nation’s topgrade crea- | 


tive personalties. Chan. 


Lowell Thomas 


Adventure” one-hour series was 
junreeled on CBS-TV Tuesday (25) 
night. It was Lowell Thomas’ visit 
to the remote country of Tibet. 

The expedition took place, ac- 
cording to the commentary, prior 
lto the Chinese Communists’ take- 
over of Tibet. What was captured 
by the cameras was the multi- 
faceted, different culture existing 
at “the roof of the world.” 

Marring what otherwise could 
have been a smash travelog was 
the cornball quality of the narra- 
tion in parts, references to expedi- 
tion porters paying no taxes, a 
whiskered native looking like Or- 
son Welles (Welles should demand 
equal time), a Tibetan festival com- 
pared to a baseball game, all at- 
| tempts to popularize the subject at 
the expense of the actuality de- 
picted by the camera. 

The footage had some fascinat- 
ing moments. Thomas and son 
Lowell Jr. were forbidden by the 
then Tibetan government from tak- 
ing their regular camera crew on 
| the expedition. So, father and son, 
‘accompanied by guides and porters, 
{took off from India to Lhasa, the 
|eapital. On the outskirts, they 


visited villages, trekked the coun- | 


|tryside, and finally reached the 


|capital and the-imposing ‘Palace | 


|of the Gods” of the Dalai Lama. 
The Thomases had an interview 
|with the “living Buddha.”’ On the 
way home, the elder Thomas suf- 
| fered a broken hip from a fall off a 
| horse, which was not really mend- 
‘ed until he reached the States. 

| There were treacherous mountain 
| passes, a narrow bridge to cross, 


|turbulent waters to navigate. The. 


| natives were primitive and strange 
—a feudal land lost in time. It was 
| truly a high adventure. 

The commercials by Delco util- 
ized some of the footage Thomas 
,took on his treks for the series. 
While effective as an entity, they 


| detracted from the credibility of | 


| the program, for at times the view- 
;er didn't know where the commer- 
cial began and ended. Horo. 


The Twentieth Century 
Unpleasant memories of World 


| War II were revived Sunday (2) on| 


CBS-TV's “The Twentieth Cen- 
tury” series. For the topic on this 
|half-hour session was “Trial at 
Nuremberg,” when the machinery 


of Allied justice dealt with some! 


21 top Nazi leaders. A profusion 
of well-edited clips, Andy Logan’s 
tight script and Walter Cronkite’s 
able narration helped recreate the 
atmosphere of this historic event. 

For the most-part the script han- 
dled the trial and its multi-faceted 
aspects in chronological order. 
/Field Marshal Hermann Goering, 
i (Continued on page 48) 


| 
One of the best in the “High 


THE RAY DOREY SHOW 
With Jesse Cain, announcer; Pris- 

cilla Howe, Bill Green and Park 

Squares (4); Tubby Boots, Frank 

Ceratti, guests 
Preducer-Director: Bob Kinkead 
30 Mins., Mon-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m, 
PARTICIPATING 
| WHDH-TV, from Boston (color) 

WHDH-TYV, Channel 5, has 
| Hub’s only live color variety show 
land it’s a good one, nicely paced, 
| musically strong and with unusu- 
| ally slick sets. An interesting pre- 
| opening before the credits in show 
caught Friday (28) was a steam- 
;}room set with two fat boys in 
steam cabinets, both guests, the 
|pro nitery comic, Tubby Boots, 
|weighing in at 353, and Frank 
|Ceratti, a 350 pounder of the 
| Watertown Highway Dept., who 
| pipes and had extra bit in “Home 
Before. Dark” filmed in and around 
Hub. 

Opening brought forth some one 
liners between Boots and Ceratti 
| with announcer Jesse Cain referee- 
|ing and then both fat boys stood 
up and scampered off with the 
steam cabinets to catch “The Ray 
| Dorey Show.” It was a slick bridge 
linto the show, which had four 
|scenes with some handsome sets 
by Henri Lion. Dorey rode with 
guest Ceratti in a prop Watertown 
| Highway Dept. truck and talked 
his guest into a nice rendition of 
“Sleepy Time Down South.” Bill 
Green at the 88, Don Alessi, guitar, 
Russ Centamore, base, and Lou 
| Magnano on vibes, backed uv love- 
|ly songstress Priscilla Hewe, who 
| warbles with the band at the near- 
by Statler-Hilton, for vo:sing “ You 
Belong To Me” with Jesse Cain, 
announcer, assisting. 

Tubby Boots, featured gue it, did 
his w.k. pantomine of Anna Rus- 
sell, with a lectern previded by 
Lion and placard, addressing a la- 
dies’ club sesh using recording of 
| Miss Russell’s actual voice on tape 
|to close the show in smooth fash- 
/ion. Color care through fine. Ail 
|in all, Ray Derey Show shapes as 
| rewarding viewing and WHDH-TV 
| rates for first tv showcasing of va- 
| riety talent in Hub on across the 
board basis. Guy. 


Foreign TV Reviews 





|THE WHITE JUNGLE 

| With Okoli Onyekwena, Edric Con- 
nor, others 

| Director: Claude Whatham 

|45 mins., Tues., 10 p.m. 

| Granada-TV, from Manchester 

To a majority of colored people, 
| Britain “is the end of the rain- 
| bow.” Granada-TV, taking another 
j step into the experimental program 
field, probed the reasons why col- 
;ored folks are coming to U.K. at 
|the rate of thousands each week; 
|how they are treated when they 
get here; and their views on this 
; country after they’ve been here for 
|a while. For some of the immi- 
| grants, there was a rainbow’s end, 
| for others life got pretty tough 
|/when they landed. The program- 
mers have a flair for the offbeat, 
jand generally succeed in getting 
}across out-of-the-rut topics, and in 
| this all colored offering there was 
| the basis of a fine program, which, 
however, tost a lot of its impact 
| through its length. As a 30-minute 
show, “The White Jungle” could 
have registered as a taut, gripping 
|inquiry, but the extra 15 minutes 
led to some repetition and spoiled 
the interest. 

Edric Connor and Okoli Onyek- 
wena handled the emceeing chores 
between them, and brought te light 
the problems confronting the im- 
migrants. Among the settlers were 
four stowaways from British Gui- 
jana, a midwife, a school teacher 
and a business man. Some had 
succeeded in making a go of life in 
| Britain, but others had had, and 
were having, difficulty in finding 
jobs and homes. There were plenty 
of jobs for people content to do 
manual work, but for those with 
higher ambitions, jobs were harder 
'to find. Finding homes too, was 
not easy—that is, “decent’’ homes. 
One West Indian said that rents 
were immediately doubled for col- 
ored people : 

The pregram made a fairly good 
try at explaining color problems, 
| and was :nuch helped by the frank, 
| honest statements made by partici- 
pants who appeared to be com- 
| pletely unaware of the cameras. 

Bary. 


MYSELF WHuN YOUNG 

With Dennis Price, Maxine Audley, 
Zena Walker, Andre Maranne, 

| Stuart Hutchinson, Phyllis Mor- 
ris, Jeremy Brett 

Writer: Dario Bellini 

Director: John Moxey 

90 mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 

he ~weretesaartna from Lon 

on 

| As the saying goes, “there are 

|always two sides to a story,” and 

| there certainly were in this tv 

adaptation of Dario Bellini’s “Paul 

(Continued on page 48) 





a a oe 





ee 








Wednesday, March 5, 1958 VARIETY 43 








THE AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 


and its Television Network affiliated stations 


congratulate Lawrence Welk for being voted “America’s 
Most Popular Television Personality” in the 
Walter Winchell Poll.* 


Congratulations to his sponsors, too — The Dodge and 
Plymouth Divisions of Chrysler Corporation. 


%*& as tabulated by the Direct Mail Division, The Reuben H. Donnelley 
Corporation, an independent audit organization, 1958. 
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® 
Variery’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research Bu 
latest reports on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities Each 
the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated 
Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and ddveritsers ™m 
ing the effectiveness of a feature show in a specific market hare been 
ided in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent tmformation regarding 
tres. as their stars, release year, original production company and the pre t 
hutor included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 
uch factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the mea ired 





VARITETY- ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 
tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 








HLOUSTON 


TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA 
t. TREASURE OF SIERRA MADRA— 


ARB 
TIME SLOT RATING 


Award Theatre 25.9 


Htumphrey Bogart, Walter Huston; 1948; 
trothers; Associated Artists 
Productions 


Warner 


SARATOGA—:; 
Clark Gable, Jean Harlow; 1937; 
IGM: MGM-TV 


Sat. Jan. 25 
9:30-11:00 p.m 
KGUL 


Best of Hollywood 
Sun, Jan. 19 
12:30-2:00 a.m 


KPRC 
%. COMMAND DECISION MGM Theatre 15.0 
Clark Gable, Walter Pidgeon, Van Fri. Jan. 24 
Johnson; 1948; MGM; MGM-TV 10:40-12:10 a.m 
KPRC 
4. BLAZING BULLETS— toy Rovers Feature 14.5 
Johnny Mack Brown; 1951; Monogram; Mon. Jan. 20 
Interstate-TV 5:00-5:45 p.m 
KPRC 
5. ROUGH RIDERS ROUNDUP— Roy Roge Feature 13.8 
Roy Rogers; 1939; Republic; Tues. Jan. 21 
VICA-TY 5:00-5:45 p.m 
KPRC 
6 SAGA OF DEATH VALLEY— Roy Rogers Feature 12.7 
Roy Rogers; 1948; Republic; MCA-TV Fri, Jan. 24 
5:00-5:45 p.m 
KPR¢ 
7. ABILENE TRAIL— Roy Rogers Feature 12.% 
Whip Wilson; 1951; Monogram; Wed. Jan. 22 
Interstate-TV 5:00-5:45 pom 
KPRC 
8 WALL STREET COWBOY— Rov Rogers Feature 12.1 
Roy Rogers; 1939; Republic; Thurs. Jan. 23 
MCA-TV 5:00-5:45 p.m 
KPRC 
9 HOMECOMING— MGM Theatre 12.0 
Lana Turner, Clark Gable, Anne Baxter; Wed. Jan. 22 
1948: MGM: MGM-TV 10:40-12:30 a.m 
KPRC 
10. BLACK CAT— Nightmare Theatre 10.3 
Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi; 1934; Sat, Jan. 25 
Universal; Screen Gems 11:00-1-:15 am 
KGUL 
INDIANAPOLIS 
i 4 
1. HIGH NOON— Late Show 24.9 
Gary Cooper, Grace Kelly; 1952; Sat. Jan. 11 
United Artists; NTA 10:45-12:30 a.m 
WISH 
2. TARZAN, THE APE MAN— Weekend Moviehouse 16.4 
Johnny Weismuller, Maureen O'Sulli- Sat. Jan. 11 
wm; 1932; MGM; MGM-TV 12:40-2:20 p.m 
WLWI 
3. ‘THEY WERE EXPENDABLE— MGM Theatre 15.0 
Robert Montgomery, Donna Reed, Fri. Jan. 10 
john Wayne; 1948: MGM; MGM-TV 10:20-12:45 am 
WLWI 
4. OLD CORBRAL— Gene Autry Feature 13.2 
Gene Autry; 1939; Republic; MCA-TYV Sat. Jan. 11 
10:00-11:00 p.m 
WFBM 
5. MY PAL TRIGGER Roy Rogers Feature 11.8 
Koy Rogers, “Gabby” Hayes; 1946; Sat. dfn. 11 
Republic; MCA-TV 4:35-5:25 p.m. 
WEBM 
6. HOMECOMING— MGM Theatre 11.5 
Lana Turner, Clark Gable, Anne Baxter; Sun. Jan. 5 
1948; MGM; MGM-TV 10:20-12:30 a.m 
WLWI 
7 THE CANTERVILLE GHOST— Weekend Movichouse 11.3 
Margaret O'Brien, Charles Laughton, Sat. Jan. li 
Robert Young; 1944; MGM; MGM-TV 2:40-3:50 p.m 
WLWI 
&. SPITFIRE— Late Late Show 10.6 
Leslie Howard, David Niven; 1943; Sat. Jan. 11 
RKO; Screen Gems 2:30-2:00 am 
WISH 
8. INVISIBLE MAN— Late Show 10.0 
Claude Rains, Una O'Conner; 1933; Fri. Jan. 10 
Universal; Sereen Gems 10:45-12:15 am 
WISH 
16. AFRICAN QUEEN— Three Star Theatre 98 


Humphrey Bogart, Katharine Hepburn; 
1952; United Artists; United Artists-TV 


Mon. Jan. 6 
10:15-11:30 p.m 
WFBM 


SHARE OF JANUARY, 1958 ARB 
HIGH LOW AUDIENCE TOP COMPETING SHOWS RATING 
27.4 23.7 53.4 Your Hit Parade ... Ree sSéasees 20.7 
errr rire re By ssecsees 11.2 
MGM Theatre ..ccccccccvcess Be s586s<es 9.7 
27.0 249 72.1 Utah Carl ot | Arr 3.7 
Yellow Tomahawk, Academy 
Theatre BGG, 20000008 8.9 
17.3 8.4 48.5 All This and Heaven Too, 
Academy Award Theatre..KGUL ....... 10.1 
15.0 138 35.8 ee TEE CT TTC i eee 1 
Mickey Mouse Club .......... RP sesecse 22.0 
14.6 126 42.7 Sir Lancelot a evan aenie 3 RE 10.1 
Mickey Mouse Club.......... ae evecens 16.5 
13.2 11.9 47.0 TCR re er 3 re 8.3 
Mickey Mouse Club .......... se waes~ 11.9 
128 11.7 38.8 Wile Mill Tiichook .. ...6ccsns >. ee, 13.5 
Mickey Mouse Club ......... REE: u06s4<s 16.9 
12.3 11.7 31.4 Woody Woodpecker ..........- 3 ere 19.5 
Mickey Mouse Club.......... BRN. <écaras gra a 20.8 
15.0 7.4 74.1 No Time for Comedy, 
Ene TOO wove ssndnwn oe ee 3.1 
18.5 2.7 57.9 MGM Theatre Re deacons 10.1 
No competing shows telecast 
from 12:30-1:15 a.m. 
26.1 23.4 65.0 The Canterville Ghost, MGM 
Theatre ee 78 
17.8 13.5 56.0 POND «5 cc emauwceues . .. eee 9.9 
> re Pere WONG nsewss 12.2 
18.5 6.3 53.0 Studio 57 5 Seid a ie as Oo 20.5 
News; Weather ict aséacsace 
Invisible Man, Late Show.....WISH .... 10 
13.9 12.5 57.9 BOGS SO sicicbucscenvees Ee pereer 78 
13.2 10.2 38.7 ee ae WE 6458404 79 
Soldiers of Fortune........... ee 8.3 
eee eer ne WISH ° 16.2 
13.2 8.9 55.3 If You Had a Million........ eee 10.4 
Four Sons, Late Show........ PE Sates asics 5.2 
12.9 99 43.0 Senior Bowl ........ccec00: WFBM 115 
14.5 7.3 100.0 No competing programs. 
11.2 6.9 32.9 They Were Expendable, MGM 
Theatre WLWI 15.0 
10.6 66 36.0 ec WISH 12.9 
News; Weather ............. YC 
Pittsburgh, Late Show ........ WISH semen Se 
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IN THE PHILADELPHIA MARKET... 


WHICH GOES TO WORK FASTER? 


Most advertisers agree... WCAU-TV is the fastest way to better sales! They choose the station that 
offers a combination of priceless ingredients. ..deeper penetration... greater acceptance... effective 
merchandising effort...and low cost per thousand. Right now 4 prime nighttime spots net 
you 2 out of 3 Philadelphia TV homes a week. The cost per 1,000 families is less 
than a couple of bottles of your favorite headache tablet. 


Sales are better, faster, when you buy 


WCAU-TV 


... the station that means business in Philadelphia 


. Represe nted Nationally by CBS-TV Spot Sales 
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DON AMECHE’S REAL LIFE 
STORIES 

(Unscheduled Romance) 

With Ameche, Ruth Warwick, 
Jacky 
Ralph Bell, Lawson Zerbe, Eve- 
lyn Juster 

Producer-Director: Hi Brown 

Writer: David Driscoll 

30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:30 a.m. 

PARTICIPATING 

“NBC, from New York 
NBC Radio's decision to chop a 

half-hour from its daily 

stand” show and install this new 

Hi Brown package in back of the 

10 to 10:30 “My True Story” strip 

makes eminently good program- 

ming sense, It gives the network a 

solid hour of morning soaps toe 

with which buttress its positioa 
acainst CBS’ Arthur Godfrey and 

ABC's musicals 
Ameche show is patterned like 

“True Story,” in that it completes 

& new drama every week. This 

appears to have been the format 

that appeals most to the socalled 

“younger housewives,” in prefer- 

ence to the standard soap format 

of continuing chgracters and story. 

It's unusual, though, in that 

Ameche does both the narration 

and the lead role, and since he’s 

the same old pro as in the old 
days of radio and his voice comes 
across with the same charm and 
appeal, his presence is a decided 
plus for NBC 

First story has him as a bachelor 
airline pilot who's managed to 
avoid the matrimonial route while 
chalking up 10,000,000 air miles 
but who's about to be moved into 

a desk job and who's begun to 

ponder his personal future. First 

enisode sets the stage and intro- 
duces him to an attractive widow, 
with the subsequent chapters pre- 
sumably to carry him over a rocky 
road to eventual happy marriage. 


Script, by David Driscoll, if some- 
what on the over-romantic§ side, 
are adultly written and figure to 
keep those housewives on the 


hook. Supporting cast, including 
Ruth Warwick, Santos Ortega and 
Jackie Grimes, is fine. Chan. 


ARLINGTON HOTEL SHOW 
With Eddy Rovers Orch 
Arlingten Glee Club, Frank 
Simeone, George Frewert, Troy 


Watkins, Tosi Brandenberg, Wal- | 


ter Brown, John Cardia, Jack 


Coffin 


Producer: R. E. MeEachin 
Director: Larry Higgins 
30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 


KWFC, Hot Springs, Ark. 

Here is a 30-minute remote from 
this swank Arlington Hotel from 
the heart of Hot Springs’ famed 
resort center that is one of the 
brightest and neatest packages on 
the airwaves beamed over KWFC 
in this area. The stanza is definite 
network calibre loaded with top 
talent spearheaded by maestro 
Eddy Rogers who has been swing- 


ing a baton in the major leagues | 
for many seasons including a turn} 
as NBC music director at Denver. | 


The smooth moving show 
engineered by R. E, 


skipper of the multi-million 


was 


1 
W.R 


dollar snazzy Arlington, along with | 


radio vet Larry Higgins of the Hot 
Springs outlet. The half-hour stint 
is well spotted and handled in su- 
perb style not only by the Rogers 
but the emcee chores of Hig- 
come in for a salvo of ap- 
plause 

Orch leader Rogers, who 
“triplef’ on the piano, violin and 
vocals, knows his way in front of a 
mike and comes up with talent 
that earns him added spurs 
throughout the session. He scored 
heavily when caught (1) with terrif 
tonsil renditions of “One Big Hap- 
py Family” and “It’s Not For Me 


crew 


pins 


To Say.” Rogers added the icing 
on the “entertaining cake” with 
his violin solo of “On the Street 


Where You Live 

Arlington Glee Club also proved 
to be easy winner with its unique 
contagious delivery of “The Best 
Things In Lite Are Free.” Rogers 
outfit is literally geared to handle 


any musical stint from its podium | 
and proves this with room to spare | 


with its Sunday night classic con- 
certs which are a big fave here. 


Matt. 


SEVEN LEAGUE BOOTS 
With Jack Douglas, Tom McHugh 
Producer: V. Faye Thomas 
Director: William Stierwalt 
60 Mins., Fri., 7 p.m, 
KCOP, Hollywood 

Television's travelin’est man, 
Jack Douglas, is a strange paradox. 
He gets around the world with 
four programs now airing and the 
farthest he’s been from Hollywood 
is Catalita. its done with cam- 
eras and men to crank them. This 


newest of his travel-adventure col- | 


lection has the same interest and 


Grimes, Santos Ortega, | 


“Band- | 


McEachin, | 


{appeal as his others and should do 
as well, which means bought and 
paid for by national advertisers. 
Douglas will have a camera cara- 
van of seven roaming the globe for 
interesting events. To kick off 
the opener he showed film of how 
dope smugglers operate around 
Singapore, then moved to Brussells 
for a visit to a nightclub that was 
comparable to what Frank Sennes 
stages at the Moulin Rouge. One 
|of the acts was a familiar figure on 
our own Saloon circuit, Gali Gali 
and his disappearing chicks. High- 
ly interesting and novel were the 
horse fishermen of the North Sea, 
who drag the nets for the shrimp 
catch. Crowning of the Aga Khan's 
|son as Spiritual ruler of the Mos- 
!lems was colorful and historic and 
the festive dances of Brittany a gay 
‘touch to the filmed Cook's tour. 
In the “live” portion Lisa Si- 
mone, onetime Miss France, gave 








Tom McHugh presided with Doug- 
las in the narration. The camera- 
men, and a woman, were intro'd 
before taking off for far places 
Hosting of the series by Douglas, 
as he does the others, reflects an 
easy manner and persuasive friend- 
liness as one might find with a 
personal guide. To get away from 
it all, the Douglas travels have 
their own special attraction for | 
those hemmed in by boundaries. 

Helm. 





Pillsbury, Armour 
Chips on ‘Playhouse,’ 
‘Perry Mason’ Segs. 


Vith Oldsmobile taking over full 
sponsorship of the trimmed-down 
version of “The Big Record,” Pills- 
bury and Armour (who wanted out 
|of the show anyway) are now set to 
strike off in new sponsorship direc- 
tions on CBS-TV. Armour is mov 
ing into the web's “Perry Mason” 
Pillsbury is taking 





stanza, while 
over a segment of “Playhouse 90,” 
| restoring the latter to SRO status 

Timing calls for Armour to move 
into “Mason” on March 22 with an 
alternate-week half-hour through 
the fall. This deal gives “Mason” ! 
half-sold staius for the rest of the 
season, with Libbey - Owens - Ford 
the other alternate-week bankrol 
ler. Because of a scheduling jam-up 
in “Playhouse 90" in which Chem 
strand is taking on an alternate- 
week half-hour in two April shows,, 
Pillsbury will defer its sponsorship 
of “Playhouse” until May 1. Mean- 
while, it is buying into two “Perry 
Mason” stanzas, on April 5 and 19 

The Armour decision to move 
into “Mason” is another striking 
example of a new sense of boldness 
on the part of tv advertisers in 
moving into a property formerly 
identified with a competitive prod- | 
uct. “Mason” stanza has been spon.- | 
sored by Purex (which makes | 
Sweetheart Soap, while Armour’s 
principal television advertising is 
for Dial Soap. Only last week, 
R. J. Reynolds did much the same 
|thing, taking over the Marlboro 
|spot in “Playhouse 90" for its 
Camel brand. 


DRESSMAKERS UNION 
BUYS TV-RADIO TIME 


| Last night the 
Union of the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union started a 
series of radio and television pro- 
grams to supply “information” to 
the unionists in the seven states 
which are threatened with a gar- 
ment strike. Purchase of time for 
an indefinite period beyond yester- 
| day (Tues.) has been taken to meari 
that the 115,000 dressmakers will 
go out on strike, probably today 
|(Wed.) or tomorrow. 

ILGWU bought a five-minute 
strip on WOR-TV, New York, at 
| 6:35 p.m., and on the sister radio 
| station, WOR, from 10:35 to 10:40 
{each night. Moreover the union 
has inked for time on WOV, WLIB 
and WHOM, which potentially 
reagh the Italian, Spanish and Ne- 
gro membership, respectively, of 
the union. 

Dressmakers Union also buying 
radio time for its “network” in the 
other six states where it has mem- 
bers. i 








Dressmakers 


| Maurer 


| they 
{sored program, so that millions of 


20TH ANNI RADIO 
SHOW FOR CBS NEWS 


CBS News will commemorate the 
20th anni of the establishment of 
its foreign news coverage next 
Thursday (13) with a special half- 
hour radio show titled “We Take 
You Back.” Program will be nar- 
rated by Dallas Townsend Jr., with 
Ed Murrow and Robert Trout par- 
ticipating, and will highlight the 
most dramatic of the network's 
overseas broadcasts through the 
two decades 

Actual anniversary dates back to 
the Austrian Anschluss in 1938 
and the web's first worldwide Sun- 
day night wrapups under the late 
Paul White. Newsmen were most- 
ly foreign correspondents of news- 
papers and wire services, and the 
first broadeasts featured William 
L. Shirer from London, Edgar 
from Paris, Pierre Huss 
from Berlin, Frank Gervasi from 
Rome and Murrow from Vienna. 


her own version of the can-can, and | Sen. Neuberger Blasts 


Nets for Failure To 
Carry Ike Talk Live 


Washington, March 4. 
Failure of the tv networks to 
carry live President Eisenhower's 
speech on the evening of Feb. 25, 
topping the all-day conference on 
foreign aid, drew a stiff scolding 


| in the Senate from Senator Richard 


L. Neuberger (D., Ore.), Neuberger, 
a frequent critic of the President, 
is a strong supporter of the Ad- 
ministration’s foreign aid program. 

He also saw in the failure further 
proof that the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission is not doing its 
job properly. 

“This is a dismaying abandon- 
ment by the networks of their pub- 
lic service responsibilty,” 
berger told the Senate. “Are they 
so rooted to commercialism that 
decline to suspend a spon- 


viewers throughout the ration may 
see a major declaration by Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on probably the 
most important issues confronting 
our country? What would we think 
if all the newspapers of the land 
devoted all their opening pages to 
advertisements and refused to 
print the President’s address?” 

Neuberger continued 

“The fact the television broad- 
casters did not release President 
Eisenhower's foreign policy ad- 
dress is a further demonstration on 
the low prestige and influence of 
the FCC under President Eisen- 
hower's own administration. If we 
had a truly independent FCC, with 
commissioners who commanded re- 
spect, I doubt the broadcasting 
chains would have cavalierly disre- 
gard a major speech by the head 
of our Government.” 


CBS-TV FINALIZES 
ST. L. STATION BUY 
St. Louis, March 4. 
Purchase of KWK-TV, Channel 
4, here by Columbia Broadcasting 
System was consummated Friday 
27) CBS took over station op- 


eration immediately and_= an- 
nounced that the call letters will 


|} be changed to KMOX-TV March 


16 

A total of $4,000,000 was in- 
volved in the deal, of which $2,- 
500,000 covered KWK-TV broad- 
casting assets and $1,500,000 build- 
ing and real estate. 

Gene Wilkey has been named 
general manager, with Charles 
McAtee as general sales manager, 
Leon Drew as program manager 
and Harry Harvey as manager of 
technical operations. 





Case for the 
Animated Specialist 
Diagnosed by 


Adrian Woolery 


(Pres. of Playhouse Pictures) 


VARIETY 
Semi-Annual TV Film Issue 
COMING OUT THIS 
MONTH 
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From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 36 


brated its second anniversary by setting up a teenage executive coun- 
cil to give advice and help their contemporaries ... Ranger Hal, WTOP 
tv personality, hosted a theatre party at Loew's Capitol for 3,400 mop- 
|pet fans .. . Nancy Hanschman, producer of “Leading Question,” CBS 
|radio news show, has invited winners of “Capitel Hill Debate Tour- 
|nament,” chosen from 34 college teams, for an informal debate on la- 
bor problems. 


IN LONDON... 
| Associated TeleVision’s “Sunday Night At The Palladium” show 
notched the 100 mark this week with Bob Hope as its bill topper. Also 
on the program were ballet dancer Alicia Markova and Buddy Holly 
land the Crickets . . . Shirley Abicair starts a new late night musical 
series for BBC-TV on March 11... TWW Ltd., the new commercial 
tv outlet serving South Wales and the West of England, is organizing 
a competition with a 12-month contract as the prize for the right fem- 
me . Associated Rediffusion’s picture industry show, “Spotlight,” 
| focussed on the work of John Wayne, Sophia Loren and Rossano Braz- 
zi tonight (Wed.) . . . Television Audience Measurements claim that 
| Associated-Rediffusion’s quiz game, “Take Your Pick,” is watched by 
}an average 10.500,000 people on each airing ... An excerpt from “Roar 
Like A Dove,” currently playing at the Phoenix Theatre, London, will 
be aired by BBC-TV next Tues. (11). 


IN BOSTON... 


WBZ-TV telecasts second test jazz show Wednesday (5) from 10:30 
}to 11 p.m. with Jonah Jones and follows with Sarah Vaughn March 19 














... WNAC-TV moved its “Late Show” up to 11:10 p.m. Saturday (1) 
for new policy of double features on Saturdays ... Jell-O skedding 
over 100 commercials during prime a.m. hours on WNAC-TV. WBZ- 
|TV cited. by Freedoms Foundation and received top tv award for “Let 
| Freedom Ring” .. . Jean Harrington selected from 500 applicants to 
} conduct WHDH-TV’'s new moppet program, “Romper Room”. . . Chan- 
nel 5, WHDH-TV, nabbed big response with “Where Can I Park My 
Car,” program on “Dateline Boston,” resulting in followup show .. . 
WBZ-TV's “Big Brother” Bob Emery to be member of panel to discuss 
“Children’s Television programs,” at Westinghouse Baltimore confab 
on local public service programming, March 5-8 


[IN PHILADELPHIA ... 


Jack Barry, former WPEN broadcaster, named in a vice probe last 
year, and later acquitted, has filed a suit for $300,000 against two ex- 
pose mags ... WRCV-TV salesman Harold J. Pannapacher celebrating 
12th anni with station ... Max Leon, WDAS prez, donating services 
for “pops” concert at the Locust Street Theatre (30) for Polio League 
benefit. Daughter Sonia will be the soprano soloist . . . Staff announcer 
Frank Lucidon to host WFIL-TV’s newly skedded all-night telecasts ... 
Changes inthe staffof John S. deRussy, veepee in charge of sales at 
WCAJU, include Gilbert H. Thompson, formerly with the Muzak division of 
WCAU, appointed account exec; Al Snyder promoted from sales service 
manager to account exec; William McCadden, head of traffic dept, to 
replace Snyder . . . Gunnar Back to moderate “The Juvenile Delin- 
quent: Spoiled or Sick?” on WFIL-TV’s “Big Question” (13). 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


KYA's Irv Phillips is crowing over the February Hooper, which 





shows the noon-to-6 p.m. daily ratings as KYA, 12.7; KOBY, 11.7; 
| KSFO, 7.7., and KJBS, 3.2—those are the important indies ... KRON’s 
| Boyd Mullins departed to work for MCA Film Distribs . . . KGO-TV’s 


boss, John Mitchell, is somewhat disappointed that the Metro film pack- 

| age didn’t sweep all before it in the ratings—except for 7-to-9 p.m. 
Saturdays—but is still hopeful the Metro product will give the ABC 
|o-and-o the shot in the arm it needs .. . New KOBY station manager 
is John McRae, new office manager is Sherman Kusin ... KTVU, Oak- 
Jand’s new Channel 2, went on the air Sunday (2), making Frisco a 
| four-station market—indie’s production manager is Walt Harris, ex- 
KFRC and ex-KOVR-TV, film editor is Stan Lichtenstein, ex-KRON 
|... Lois McManus replacing Yvonne Martin on KPIX’s “Money Tree” 
|... Kay Guthrie named sales manager of KSAY. 


. 
|IN DETROIT... 

WW4J-TV, Michigan's first tv station, observes its 11th anniversary 
this week .. . WJBK-TV, Michigan's first tv station to have videotape 
recording facilities, demonstrated its unit to about 200 press and ad 
reps last week . Three new entries on WWJ-TV, “Milky’s Movie 
| Party,” a kid film show sponsored by a creamery, moves over from 
| WXYZ-TV; “Double Feature,” a feature film Saturday afternoon show, 
j}and “The Saturday Night Movie,” inaugurating a new film series. 

IN DALLAS... 


| John Wilson, original staffer when KIXL bowed here in 1947, re- 
|turned to the daytime airer with new title of “director of promotion 
|and ideas.” . . . Buddy Harris, ex-d. j. on three local outlets, and now 
| general manager of KGKO, last week started doubling as a wax spin- 
|ner, 6-to-9 a.m. daily. Before ankiing for office duty he was the city’s 
| best known deejay . . . Blackie Sherrod, new exec sports editor of the 
| Dallas Times Herald, started a weekly “Sports by Sherrod” stint this 
week on sheet’s KRLD-TV. Same paper radio-tvy editor also starts a 
thrice weekly live segment, Bob Brock’s TV Xtra. Latter is a newscast 
of tv stars and their shows ... WFAA-TV upped commercial manager 
Dick Drummy Jr., to national sales manager. Program manager Bob 
King also promoted to local and regional sales slot, with Tom Palmer 
moved up as head of programming and production. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ,. . 


Joseph T. McDermott and Carl H. Ruble named producer-director 
for KTCA-TV Twin Cities area educational television station, as that 
station plans production of films and kinescopes for national ed-tv use. 
| McDermott comes from WCCO-TV, where he held similar post, Ruble 
|from WDBJ-TV, Roanoke, Va. Meanwhile Chris Donaldson, producer- 
director for KTCA, moves to KETV, Omaha, as program manager... 
Lloyd Peitzman, program director of WBOM, Macalester college camp- 
|us radio station, signed as assistant to Dick Nesbitt, sports director 
| of KSTP and KSTP-TV. Appointment comes before Peitzman’s gradu- 
ation from college, where he winds up in June... WCCO and WDGY 
named key stations in Conelrad network to air heavy-weather warn- 
ings, if as and when they occur. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


| Rex Dale is the new nighttime deejay for NBC-owned WAMP. He 
,comes here from WCKY in Cincinnati . . . Post-Gazette tv editor Win 
| Fanning columning from home for the next three weeks while he con- 
|valesces from surgery ... Dr. Marty Krauss, an optometrist and 
| WAMO deejay, has been named a director of the North Side Business 
| Men’s Association . . . Don Ioset, manager of WPIT, and his wife back 
|from a 16-day West Indies cruise . . . George Thomas, news editor of 





— and his wife have dated the stork in July for the third 
| time 





are 
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= —_—S_= Conflict 
. e Does Macy’s tell Gimbels? 
Foreign TV Reviews Don (“Mr. Wizard”) Her- ollowup Lommen 
bert, who also does the com- 
x Continued from page 42 —" | heed ae Prose se Continued from page 42 
j 4 j : — ass, He é i ‘ribed the impact of one hydro- 

and Constantine,” retitled “Myself | merely localized eaee. one guest appearance on Friday eee ae pda oe j. onal a rad 
When Young.” How is one sup pee, A veh ee: a | (7) science panel at Baltimore | Gite; among other Nazis, were| “hundreds of millions” of conven- 
posed to re ct when a —— Lang Syne sarotnntil ; 10 | conference hosted by W esting- charged with having committed war | tional bombs. 

pon ae ee poor younger CAPITAN FRACASSA house Broadcasting Ce. |crimes in an October, 1945 indict-| Point was repeatedly made that 
= jon of himself? According to} With Arnoldo Foa, Lea Massari, | ment Trial started a month later|the only way to prevent war was 
{ playwright, the answer is just Marina Dolfin, Scilla Gabel, Mar-| speakers are Dr. Frank Baxter, Dr. | and the 50,000-word verdict came|to deter the enemy by massive 
tu take it in your stride, even gherita Bagni, others Bergen Evans, Sen. John F. Ken- down in September, 1946. ; |retaliation. However, Garroway, 
though you must be nuts and in Director: A. G. Majano nedy and Dr. Fred L. Whipple, di- Outcome of the proceedings in| who handled the narration with 
the midst of a great big hallucina-| 60 Mins.; Sat., 10 p.m. rector of Smithsonian Astrophysi-|Nuremberg’s Palace of Justice is | sober intelligence, asked the in- 
tion. With a number of oddities RAI-TV, from Rome lcal Observatory and Harvard Col- | common knowledge. But films of | teresting question of —. —_ 
ind highly unconvineing situations Latest serial in RAI's successful lege Observatory \the defendants’ astrocities as un-| have happened if a madman like 
accepted, however, the play be-| Saturday night series seems des- ee : reeled in the courtroom more than} Hitler had possession of the H- 
ime quite entertaining and the tined for even higher ratings than WBC veepee Pack is keeping the 11 years ago are still a graphic re-| bomb. Herm. 
good standard of its production | other recent ones. Colorful story,| Friday morning (7) agenda a StY-| minder of how humanity suffered | —_—_— 
apparant which lends itself to varied events | gian Secret. It’s merely identified under the Nazi yoke. Question of | : Playhouse 90 aoe 
“( onstantine Chase, a highly suc- and happenings in telling tale of| as “A Date W ith History,”’ assuring | whether France, Britain, Russia | No sooner had a blast of “Cli- 
cessful, but selfish and despicable , a broken-down nobleman who joins! participants of a “memorable date |and the U. S. were within their max’ gunfire gg Al bert 
aging playwright, returns to a se- a band of wandering players and! you can't afford to miss rights in trying the chiefs of Nazi- Anastasia al a ~ bel s chait 
cluded continental hotel, which he | becomes their star performer, plus One rumor here is that represen- dom was also posed by the script. than the wont igen at — 
had many years ago visited with a|a large and w.k. cast of actors tatives of the nearly 170 radio-tv The late Sen. Robert A. Taft, it acy ge Ag ® sod — 
young girl. He books the same | should soon give this item its fol- stations present can have their gall was recalled, rapped the trial as a ll ore ogee penal y 
room an 1 St ttles down to await lowing. bladders or pancreas removed free Re wing soe 8 he oes = a resent Berd poe - bloat ne Md 
ote iri ga 54 epee 1-9 Arnoldo Foa is the key character, | on this occasion at the famed medi- ~ el * el a final judg-| ment, the weapon of amateurs. The 
: —_ be poms sane pyle = LF sri — in eresy ay. cal school of Johns Hopkins Uni- rrp 5 s Gilb artusl sety of Deneld Masher, & 

DUTIES $n ‘ , ane a Massar ake 00 ) - mre . sion ge io : : 

tic person, and the battle begins. site pe obi, while Scilla es | : Parc = a — bye mg the 
The fight for control between) Gabel adds looks to a saucy per-| = —— United States Steel Hour cyanide pellet, 1t had ali the mor- 


( » of past and present was the 
\ basis of the piece, and in- 
volved some good fluid dialog and 
plenty of scope for good acting. 

Dennis Price as the elder Chase, 


was suave, surly and convincing, 
and Jeremy Brett as the younger 
edition gave a sincere and well 


controlied performance, while 


Zena Walker was chic and bubbly 
as one half of the femme interest 
Maxine Audley was sophisticated 


and commanding as the other. The 
production was nicely paced and 
set a good atmosphere, which did 


quite a lot to detract from the 
many trivialittes of the plot. 
Bary. 


ZURLI MAGO DEL GIOVEDI 
With Cino Vortorella, others 
Director: Cesare Emilio Gaslini 
60 Mins.; Thurs., 5 p.m. 
RAL-TV, from Milan 

Chis afternoon presentation has 
rapidly become a top video draw 
in a sector to which RAI-TV gives 
considerable importance and atten- 


tion: tv for children. As such, it 
is a very successful effort in the 
field of educational entertainment. 


Much credit, apart from the for-! 


mat, must go to emcee Cino Tor- 
torella, who portrays the magician 
in a youthful and dynamic way, not 
the stodgy and distant picture mop- 


pets usually have of a magico. 
Makeup and getup, with flowing 
cape, old-fashioned garb in the 


Spanish tradition, and sparklers in 
his hair, make him look like a 
combo of Superman and Peter Pan, 
while his puckish but at the same 
time friendly and mannish man- 
ner appear ideal in this context. 
Show consists of answers to vast 
fan mail ‘including parents’ let- 
ters), interviews with visiting mop- 
pets before a kiddie audience, and, 
principally a series of quizzes of 
various kinds especially designed 
to moppet tastes and = abilities. 
Many of them are pantomimed by 
a, group of excellent mimes, and 
this undoubtedly the strongest 
part of the program. Prizes in toys 


sonality as the eternal servant girl 
Others down to minor roles are 
well suited to their varied jobs. 
| Telling of wandering tale necessi- 
tates a vast number of sets as well 
as some filmed inserts, which are 
well integrated. Some slow spots 
due to scene-setting needs held 
down pace of initial number, but 
these should disappear in later in- 
stallments. Technical credits are 
all up to high local standing 
Hawk 





WBC 
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| hear a discussion of “Point of 
| View,” or the handling of station 


editorial policy. Speakers include 
John Crohan, manager of WICE, 
Providence; Bill Dempsey, program 


manager, KPIX, San _ Francisco; 
Bob Forward, program manager, 
KMPC, Los Angeles; Sherwood 


Gordon, prexy and general mana- 
ger, WSAIT, Cincinnati; Leon Gold- 


stein, veepee of public service pro- |* 


grams, WMCA, N.Y.; Ralph Renick, 
veepee of news, WTVJ, Miami, and 
Warren Baker, FCC general coun 
sel. Merrill Panitt, TV Guide m.e 
will be the chairman. 
There'll be intensive 
sessions on such matters as “The 
Care and Feeding of Ide. with 
examinations of tecl:niques of cre- 
ating and producing public service 
programs; “Covering the Town,” 
problems of local radio news cov- 
erage; “Some Aspects of Televi- 
sion News,” Mike Wallace as chair- 


worksho} 


man; “TV Children’s Programs,” 
Helen Parkhurst, chairman; “Disc 
Jockeys and Public Service,” Ste- 


phen B. Labunski, director of radio 


operations, Crowell-Collier, chair- 
man; “Selling the Public Service 
rogram,” William Dekker, vee- 


pee and director of media, McCann- 
Erickson, chairman; “Religious 
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in WNYC on Tuesday mornings. It 
is on these occasions that key 
speakers of the various dental dis- 
tricts take to the microphone of the 
city station and suddenly 
practicing dentist, within earshot 
of the speaker's voice, drops his 
blasted drill and permits his pa- 
tient to listen to a solemn address 


/on oral hygiene 


John Philip Sousa and Edwin 
Franko Goldman, the march kings, 
are on the verboten lists of the 
dentists in this area. The marches 


every | 


} 
created by there two bandmasters | 


may be ideal for drills on parade 
grounds across the country, but 
they are definitely nixed for drill- 
ing in the dentist’s chair. 

Dentists are constantly implor- 
ing the program directors of radio 
stations to serve up more and more 
of Johann Strauss’ waltzes, such as 
Voices of Spring,” “Tales from the 
Vienna Woods,” “On the Beautiful 
Blue Danube” and other equally 
seductive melodies. Dentists, but 
positively, do not regard rock 'n’ 
roll or progressive jazz as fitting 
packground music for the meticu- 
lous maneuverings in the shaping 
of teeth 

Many dental papers have dealt 
with the importance of radio, tape 
recording and hi-fi music as a boon 
for patients but, thus far, few have 
said anything encouraging about tv 
receivers in dentists’ offices. Enter- 
prising tv salesmen have, 
casion, tried to interest dentists in 
flashing video images on 
for the prime purpose of alleviat- 
ing a patient's suffering, but some 
dentists are quick to cite the Gould- 
Crosby-Coppola-Van Horne bridge- 


workers with biting evidence to the | gaa, with the cripple’s steel canes 


contrary. 


Ed Begley, without mincing ad- 
jectives, is a superb performer and 
one of show biz’s worthies. No mat- 
ter the medium—tradio, tv, legit, 
film, you-name-it—this protean ac- 
tor turns in a resounding job. He 
demonstrated his acting ability 
once again in “Walk With A Stran- 
ger” on the “U.S. Steel Hour” over 
CBS-TV (26). 

Here was a dramatic offering of 
60-minute duration that could 
easily have turned out a lollypop 
weeper of the first order but in 


| Begley’s hands and voice, aided by 


a compactly-directed cast including 
William Shatner, Leona Powers, 
Bill Zuckert, Tom Hatcher, Mae 
Munro and Martin Blaine, it was 
taut, swift and convincing. 

“Walk With A Stranger” told the 
tale of an old man, played by Beg- 
ley, who stops at a farm seeking 
food and shelter. Shatner, in the 


|role of the farmer's son, crippled 
}and embittered by his misfortune, 


thinks the stranger fits the descrip- 


| tion of an escaped convict carrying 


| $50,000 


on his possession. The 
cripple attempts at first to black- 
mail him saying he'll be quiet if 
the money is produced but the 
stranger denies he is the prisoner 
on the run 

A series of dramatic encounters 
between the crippled boy and 
stranger, in which the latter with 
some remarkably poetic lines 


| scripted by N. H. Clauss, turns the 


on oc-| 


celings | 


snarling, scheming young man into 
a more human individual with a 
desire not to waste his days in ven- 
gZeance and defeat. Story line holds 
up effectively, notably when the 
sheriff comes up with evidence that 
the mysterious stranger is indeed 
the escaped convict. 

Clauss’ scripting calls for a 
bravo. There’s deep insight in the 
writer’s understanding of a maimed 
individual and this is particularly | 
reflected in several first and last 
act scenes. Robert Stevens’ direc- 
tion is noteworthy too. What he 


, “ : . - ‘ ; jis thoughtful direction and with 
are handed out to successful “con-| Programming in Radio and Televi- Until something better reaches symbolism on a high level. Other 
testants.” All-in-all, stanza is han-) sion,” John L. McClay, chairman; | the New York dentist’s office, the | snatches of “Walk With A Stran- 
died with taste and intelligence “Promoting and Publicizing the} guy with the drill and the Ipana| ger” that call forth pats on the| 
not usually expended on the very | Public Service Show,” David E.| smile says he will continue with|back are the brother and wife| 
young, and hence doubly a credit) partridge, chairman; “Broadcasting | the sound on his own voice and|brief romp-on-the-grass scene: the | 
to its creators and to _— ‘k | Approach to Science;” Jonathan Ka- the sound of his instruments sup-|stranger’s encounter with the 

- | ras, chairman and “The Cause, the | plemented by WPAT’s waltz music, | young man in the barn and the} 
THE McFLANNELS {Campaign and the Broadcaster,”|He may, on occasion, break pend ory ge a “— boy a 
With Russell Hunter, Marjorie Frank Tooke, chairman. spell by asking the victim in his | that is brother throw him the 


thomson, Colette O'Neil, Clarke 
Fait, Alex Allan 


Among the luncheon and dinner! chair: “Am I boring you?” 














Producer: Pharie MacLaren i 
Writer: Helen W. Pryde 

20 Mins.; Wed. (Fortnightly) | 
BBC, from Glasgow 


This is a television version of 
the former radio favorite, homely | 


Scot comedy series set round do- | 
mestic adventures and bickerings | 
of the mythical “McFlannel” fam- | 


ily. While it was a click on radio| 
a number of vears ago, the charac- | 


ters do not translate readily to 
screen treatment, and central char- 
acter of Willie MecFlannel, as 
played by Russell Hunter, is mis- 
cast | 


Hunter, local repertory actor and 
recently turned comedian in vaude | 








and panto, lacks the bluff hearty 
air of the McFlannel family head, 
is younger in vears, and mumbles 
his lines too much. Marjorie Thom- 
son s own wife in real life) can- 
tures the domestic resilience cof 
Sarah, Mrs. McFlannel, and is an | 
asset. Colette O'Neil and Clarke | 
Tait do all that’s necessary as! 


daughter and son of the working- | 
class household. A bit part of a| 
visiting medico who quickly cures | 
Willie McFlannel of his alleged | 
ailments is competently taken by | 
Alex Allan. 

Pharic MacLaren stages briskly, | 
The Douglas Smith set of a fussy, 
cluttered Scot living-room is right. 
First of series shapes as having 


TvB's ‘What Recession ? 


Norman (Pete) Cash, president of Television Bureau of Ad- 
vertising, called the press together last week to set them straight 
on television’s role in an economic recession. The claims that 
most directly concern tv and the soft market were that network 
time billings for January of 1958 (during the worst stages so far 
of the national financial setback) had improved 17° over the 
same month in 1957 and that national spot video showed a “slight 
increase.” 

Cash derived his estimates of the current sales situation in tv 
from a poll of the three tv webs and of six local tv markets. Try- 
ing to ascertain whether the overall time sales in each market 
had risen or fallen since the previous January, found in his 
local spot check that Cincinnati ty went up 12%, Columbus was 
up ‘slightly” and so was Wilkes-Barre-Scranton. Minneapolis had 
a 10° rise, Memphis a rise of 3% and Los Angeles was “up.” 

TvB also disclosed that in comparing all of 1957 against all of 
1956, television last year earned an estimated $1,315,000,000 
against $1,209,900,000 the year earlier (Procter & Gamble con- 
tinued leading network ty bankrollers in 1957 with a total ex- 
penditure of $47,046,000, almost $4,000,000 better than the pré- 
vious semester.) 

The sustained financial picture in television, in the face of an 
economic dropoff, was attributed by Cash to an “overall pattern” 
in which there has been “more stations (that’s not to say they 
all made money and that others didn’t drop in revenue tallied), 
more audience for .tv and advertisers spending more to boost 
waning sales.” 

Since all of February was not over when Cash called the press 
together, he could only estimate that February will show another 
increase for television. 





’ 





heavy sacks. All in all, this was 
superior fare and a Theatre Guild | 
credit to all concerned. Sponsoc | 
also gave time for a sound public | 
service pitch in behalf of American | 
Red Cross fund campaign. Rans. 


Wide Wide World 

A 90-minute looksee at the U. S. 
Armed Forces’ state of readiness 
to meet an unannounced attack by 
the enemy was shaped into a com- | 
pelling and occasionally harrowing | 
documentary. At the heart of the | 
drama was the fact that enemy 
planes and missiles, equipped with 
hydrogen bombs, are poised to hit 
this country at any time—and vice 
versa. 

First and most effective part of 
the show revolved around a prac- | 
tice alert of the chain of U. S. 
warning stations stretching around 
the globe. It was a realistic reen- 
actment of an alert operation—so 
realistic in fact that Dave Garro- | 
way repeatedly announced that! 
this was only a practice drill. 

Interviews with various generals, 
admirals, lesser officers and men}! 
in the field were designed to point | 
up that America was in fighting | 
trim, although everyone expressed | 
the idea that they did not see a} 
major war coming soon between | 
the West and the Soviets. But if | 


bid overiones of a deranged mind 


As a character study of a dual 
personalty, it was made bearable 
{by the superb acting of Tab 


Hunter. It compelled arresting in- 
terest and gave the drama a high 
pitch of emotional excitement. 

CBS television was indebted to 
CBS radio for the story of Bashor’s 
life of crime, While in the death 
| house at San Quentin he gave out 
an interview which was taped for 
broadcast over the radio network, 
It occasioned considerable com- 
ment and was repeated. Part of 
| the tape was run off to dramatize 
the incident although passed off 
here without mention. The voice of 
Bashor might easily have passed 
for that of Hunter to those un- 
aware of the borrowed tape. 

Driven to crime by some strange 
quirk, Hunter was entirely bereft 
of criminal tendencies during his 
work hours and romancing of Ger- 
aldine Page. It was this dual phase 
of his double life that gave the 
story its plot and movement. That 
beneath his facade of killer there 
was a soft spot was amply exposed 
| to give him a quality of mercy for 
|his urge to kill two women after 
he had robbed them. 
| Hunter etched the character 
| with penetrating depth and made 
|Bashor more the object of sym- 
| pathy than that of a criminal to be 
,put to death. His boyish naivete 
in material things and his willing- 
|ness to pay the. penalty of his 
crimes provided touching scenes in 
diametric opposite to his deeply 
imbedded urge to kill. It was a 
commendable acting job with fine 
emotional shading. As his fiancee, 
Miss Page gave a warm and mov- 
ing performance. Good support 
was also accorded by Rudy Bond, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Frank Lon- 
don, Barbara Turner and Ned 
Glass. Direction of Arthur Penn 
from the workmanlike script of 
Leslie Stevens was firm and tense, 
But oh those commercials! 

Helm, 


| 


Studio One 
“Studio One” on CBS-TV Mon- 
day (3) dissected the office politics 
and personal rivalries at a small 
film company. It wasn’t a pretty 
picture, and being overdrawn to 


| the point of satire, it wasn't a good 


show 
Hollywood lends itself ideally to 


this sort of superficial portrayal, 
| with its slick, stereotype charac- 
ters and the predictable dialog. 


“The Fair-Haired Boy,” by Herman 
Raucher, had touches of realism 
and its moments of truth, but on 


| the whole it was nothing more than 


a quickie remake of innumerable 
stories and novels on the same 
topic, the latest being “The Wall- 
to-Wall Trap,” to which it had 
strong resemblance. 

Cast included all the expected 
“types.” Jackie Cooper played the 
new “advertising writer’ whose 
ideas are stolen by the bootlicking 


| Darren McGavin. Bonita Granville 


was the publicity girl with uncer- 
tain loyalties. Patricia Smith had 
appeal as Cooper's wife. Robert H. 
Harris looked and sounded hard as 
the ad-pub boss. Ainslie Pryor 
overdid the “tough guy” act and 
Lyle Talbot played Trent, the stu- 
dio boss, who didn't like “yes”- 
men. Marian Ross played Francis, 
McGavin's lovely wife, and Kip 
King contributed a nervous bit as 
Tony, the office boy. David Greene 
directed without much distinction. 

Raucher’s script had that “tried- 
and-true” flavor and, with the ex- 
ception of Cooper, there wasn’t a 
pleasant person around. Situations 
were valid, but the characters ali 
talked as if they had to live up te 
a given notion about film people. 


war were to come, there was no| Hollywood may be a dog-eat-dog 
mincing of the fact that the dam-| business, but is it really so differ- 


age would be vast and the casual-| ent from most other ae 


ties staggering. One officer de- 


ift. 
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Mutual Friction Erupts as Roberts 


Quits 


ice ig of war within Mu-¢ 
tual Broadcasting System's man- 
aw nt has erupted into the open 
with pre Paul Roberts handing 
in | esignation, and operational 
co o] taken over by the Armand 
ii ( PFOUD 

Ihe Roberts Hammer split, stew 
j nder the surtace, Was ovel 
jlongrange plans for the net. Ham 
1 oilman and art gallery ownet 
alot itt i group, was con 
eer! ith the falloff of net biz 
ir e January February period and 
wanted Roberts to limit bis future 
‘ 1 use ot trictior the 
lack of idequate Commun tions 
b ‘ board chairma Hamme 

| ‘ 

In t iffle of exee positions 
lian ‘ himsell assumed the 
pre ( of the net, wilh George 
\ d exec p. Vogel, a vet 
broad te nd merchandiser, tol 
the 43 i veal has been cou 

n merchandising and pro 
motio to the Colgate-Palmoli 
Co 7) hold products division 

J ith Roberts was Bet 

Hause! exer Vip Botl 
I ‘ ind Hauser also stepped 
ofl the bo 1 of directors \t 
| d 7 board meet in 

MBS vip. Robert F. Hurteigh 

charge of Mutual's Washington 

op ion Va elected to the 
board well as Vogel 

rhe new exec v.p., Vogel. is re 
coverin from an operation and 
ist expected to take active com 
mand until about another week 

Reelected to the board in addi 
tion to Hammer, who is president 
of Occidental Petroleum Corp. of 
L.0 \ngele were California oil 
exec H. Roy Roberts, also mwamed 
treasure! Los Angeles attornes 
Frank P. Barton, elected sec: etary 
l.. M. Halper ot Los Angeles, head 
of a construction firm bearing his 
I ‘ ind) Arthur srown, prexy 
of Starrett Corp. of N. Y 

Despite his ousting, Roberts re 
mai the largest individual stock 
holder in MBS He owns about 
15°; of the net’s stock, with Hause 
0 ing 10 and minoritys interests 
not directly associated with the 
Hammer group owning 25°7. When 
the Hammer group put up the 
money for a buyout of Mutual last 
\ugust trom RKO Teleradio Pic 
ture it's understood Hammer and 
hi issociates kept voting rights 
ove ind above thase accruing to 
th Roberts group, rights which 
were exercised at Thursday's board 
meetin \bout $580,000 was paid 
{ the buyout from RKO Teleradio 
Pictures lagi August 

Koberts stock shares are in the 
preferred stock category It's un- 
derstood that the former MBS 
pren tried t& buy-out the Ham- 

oup, but failed to raise the 
! i monte 
S e Roberts’ takeover in Aug 
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Lorillard Loaded 
With TV Problems 


P. Lorillard made a “condition- 


a deal with ABC-TV for a sub- 
stantial purchase next season. The 
( house, for Kent filters, wants 
to put Ziv'’s new half-hour tele- 
fi Rough Riders,” into ABC 

Thursday nights, according to 
information garnered. and the 


bankroller has also taken a couple 
ot quarter-hours of John Daly's 
7:15 news strip for fall. 

lt is believed the condition re- 
ters to the cig company’s clear 
ippotntment with its full spon- 


sership of “Richard Diamond” on 
CBS-TV Thursday nights. It seems 
to hinge on whether the stanza 
Will be renewed there, and if not 
ABC-TV has a likely time on the 
sume night, in the 9:30 slot to be | 


vacated by “Navy Log.” The condi- 


tion deal tor “Rough Riders” is 
also based on ABC-TV giving the 
cig company a mutually agreeable 
time slot 

Lorillard is not happy either 
With its two NBC shots, It is tak- 
ing up the rating slack on the 
Friday night “Court of Last Re- 
sorts” by replacing it on April 25 
With “Jefferson Drum.” And as 


a replacement tor “Sally” on Sun- 


days, the cig company's most like- 
ly prospect is “Panic” at the mo- 
ment 


as Prexy; Hammer in Control 





Hammer to ‘Tell All’ 


to ex- 
ite! in 


In an apparent move 
plain the sudden sw 
management at Mutual, pre 
Armand Hammer has invited 
the 14-man Mutual Affiliate 
Advisory Committee to be | 
guest in Washington on Maret 
28 


‘ 


Plans for the group to 


ovel 


are 
in the capital another 
ifttend the annu 

and Television C 
Assn. dinner, to be 
ided over by Robert Hu 
MBS \ p the etiring 


prex 
} <\ 


CBS-TV Sets Another 


Prudential Special 
On Future In Space 


News 
» We Stand 


Sta 
day and 
( respor 


( ) 


ents 





will follo up 
television p 
Janual 1th a 


up of early 


television ews spe ] 


minute 
\pril 20 titled 
The 
surance 
“Where 


solely 


Ceiling Unlimite 
for Prudential li 
sponsorships i 
We Stand’ vill deal 
with humanity’s tuture 


spec ial, set 


pace 
Instead of comparing U.S 
with that of the Soviet’s, as 
did “Where We Stand,” 
show will deal with the 
in terms of progress already mat 
and what can be expected i 
future Interviews will be 
ducted primarily with Government 
and private industry experts to 
develop the matters of objectives 
and timing of the conquest of space 
Show will be produced by Leslie 
Midgley’s special programs unit 
within the CBS News 
Walter Cronkite, Prudential’s regu 
lar narrator on its “The Twentietl 
Century,” will double in the roles 
of narrator and 
take off shortly to 
interviewing for the 
ing Unlimited” will 
special edition of “Twentieth Cen 
tury” and will run in the 6 to 7 
time It's one of 
speqals which Prudential ha b 
sorbed within the framework o 
“Century” this season 


Dick Whorf to Produce 


‘Richard Diamond’ Series 


Hollywood, March 4 


ress 


he ne 


Space age 


the 


con 


operation 


reporter, anc 
the actual 


Sno\" Cell 


do 
' 


cot t e r] 


slot several ne 


Richard Whorf has been n 
producer of Four Star's “Ri 
Diamond, Private Detect 
series, and will helm the re 
ing eight telefilms to be shot ir 


the current cycle 


Whorf is under contract to CBS 


which owns a piece of “Diamor 

and had formerly directed some 
of the “Diamond” segments Ne 
gotiations are now under way fo! 
a new contract for Mark Sandrich 
Jr., who had produced the series 
under which he would direct a 


number of Four Star vidseries 


Mary Worth Strip 
_ ‘ 
For Frank Cooper 
Frank Cooper 
acquired television rights to 
Worth,” the syndicated comi 
and is planning to develop 
property into a daytime strip 
Cooper office acquired the rights 
from Publishers Syndicate of Chi- 
cago 
Cooper agency recently acquired 
“Rex Morgan” from the same 
source, but is aiming that at night- 
time exposure. 


Dodgers’ KMPC Lineup 


Hollywood, March 4 

KMPC, as nucleus of a seven- 
station Dodger baseball 
Southern California, will broadcast 
the entire 1958 slate of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. Trio of spon- 
sors, Eastside Brewery, Filter Tip 
Tareyton Cigarets, and Roi Tan 
Cigars will share the tab. 

Veteran Dodger announcing duo 
of Vince Scully and Jerry Doggett 
will be mikeside. Station will air 
entire exhibition schedule, as well 
as regular season play, 
the club on the road. 


Associates have 
Mary 
strip, 

the 





} 


web in} 


following | 


Saudek to Package 


N.Y. Philharmonic 
‘Preview Concerts 


New York Philharmonic, which 
is being telecast this season in four 
of its Saturday children’s concerts 
on CBS-TV, is making plans for 
telecasts next season of its newly- 
ncepted Thursday night “preview” 

Philharmonic has named 
Sau Associates, pro- 


ducers of 


cones 
ek 

Omnibus,” 

and 


Robert 


he concert series put it 
twork sale 
Propesed tele would num- 
the season and 
of tv specials 
will be in- 
dress and 


preview- 


sts 
a 


six tor 


form 


the 
concerts 
nature and 
the purpose of 
tents of the formal Fri- 
concerts of that 
tne conauc- 
participate include 
Herbert Von 
John Barbaroli 
‘rnstein, permanent con- 
Philharmonic, will 


Saturday 
Some otf guest 
D \ opolou 
sit 


Content of the would be 
usical, though the in- 

previews Calls for 
to the audi- 
ion However, the 
ert yuld not be lectures on 
e nature of Bernstein's 

fo Or his 
on 


shows 


to lit ot the 
to talk 


‘ occas 


cur- 
CBS 


nibus” or 
series 


Brit. Equity Beef: 
Scots Too Stingy 
On TY Talent Use 


Glasgow, March 4 


arens 


Another attack on commercial 

in Seotland has been made by 
the Scot committee of British 
Actors’ Equity Association 

Annual report of latter alleges 

it “precious little’ of program 
space is being provided by profes- 
sional entertainers 

here has been, for instance, no 


ima originating iy Scotland,” it 
' this is one commodity 
it Seottish Television Ltd. could 
| to the British network and even 


wroad 


State yet 


English contractor is send- 
z up to Seotiand two hours more 
week that Scottish Television 


One 


Ltd. is itself providing.” 
Equity, representing majority of 
tors here, both legit and in vaude 
ind revue, Says that the situation 
if not remedied at once, must 


rely call for action by the Inde- 
pendent Television Authority 
se job is to see that all that is 
t in Scottish life ‘and this in- 
cludes entertainment) is mirrored 
by Seottish Television.’ 
It recalls that, when the British 
Independent Television Authority 

s first considering offers from 


contractors, Roy Thomson, repre- 
nting STV, said his firm, if suc- 
cessful, would originate 20° of 


the program time in Scotland. 
By the time the station was ready 
to go on the air, this had become 


15°7, but it is @ matter of great 
disappointment to us even this 
modest target has not yet been 


achieved.” 











Fab Feb. No Flop 


In the continuing battle be- 
tween feature films and NBC- 
TV's Jack Paar show, the fea- 
tures have been able to reverse 
the tide for the first time in a 
couple of months in the key 
New York market. WCBS- 
TV's “Late Show,” long the 
dominant late-night factor in 
Gotham, had fallen behind 
Paar in the ARB ratings for 
December and January, but 
reversed the trend last month, 
according to. the new ARB 
figures. 

According to the ARB’s for 
February, “Late Show” topped 
Paar on the five-night average 
by 8.6 to 6.7, almost a complete 
reversal of the January fig- 
ures, which gave Paar an 8.7 
to 5.6 edge. Ratings reflected 
a 54° gain for “Late Show” 
and a 23° audience drop for 
Paar. Change in great measure 
was due to the WCBS-TV 
“Fabulous February” promo- 
tion, involving extensive on- 
the-air and newspaper men- 
tion of its “a top feature 
every night” policy. 


to package | 
up 
! 


| Nielsen’s Top 10 in Britain 


(Week Ending Feb. 16) 





Network 
Program Production Rating 
Take Your Pick i inane tentials a nceate ane Pr, 77% 
| Chelsea at Nine Serer Te Tr Terre (GRANADA) 74°) 
|} Army Game ES) eee een ..+.. (GRANADA) 73°% 
| Emergency Ward 10—Fri...... ie . (ATV) 
Television Playhouse—So Close to the Roof..(ATV) 71% 
Sunday Night at the London Palladium .. (ATV) 
Emergency Ward 10—Tues .. (ATV) 
| Armchair Theatre—Lady of the Camelllias...(ABC) \ 67% 
Tell the Truth oo e(ATV) 66° 
East End—West End . (AR) 
Spot the Tune .. (GRANADA 65°% 


Play of the Week—Number Seventeen 


(AR) 








Hartford's WHCT-TV Editorial Stand 
May Invite CBS 020 Ditto Policy 





—_—_—_——-¢ Hariford, March 4 
Experimental once-a-week ‘pro- 
New Talent Dept. gral — editorial position th 
Stephen Fleischman, pro- spooled by WHCT-TV, CBS o&o 
ducer-director-writer of CBS- | Station, here Sunday (2 If suc- 
TV's recent documentary on cessful, the’ program may be kick- 
“The Face of Crime” in the off for like shows on other CBS 
web's “The Twentieth Cen- o&o tv outiets. New York sources 
tury” series, was guest speak- say that CBS is eagle-eyeing the 
er last Thursday (27) at the | local trial run. 

annual staff banc et of Inside Tagged “WHCT Editorial,” pro- 
Jordentown, biweekly news- gram is slotted Sundays at 1:15 
paper published by inmates of p.m. for a quarter-hour segment. 
the New Jersey State Re- As far as can be determined, “Edi- 
formatory in Bordentown torial” is the only format of its kind 
| Speech was in the nature of that is designed to keep it away 
|; a return visit for Fleischman, from the influence of news pro- 
who had shot much of the gram to avoid confusion between 

| “Crime” footage there. Seems’ news and editorial matte 
} some inmates, since being ex- Editorial programs on tv are a 
posed to the cameras, “decided rare bird and usually when done 


they wanted to 
television scripts 


start writing 
They asked 


Fleischman to talk on “Tele- 
vision Writing,” figuring 
they’ve got plenty of time to 


take a stab at it 








Twin Cities’ Variation 
On Pay-TV Theme; 50,000 
Kick In for Educ’ Video 


Minneapolis, March 4 

Pay-TV, in at least one form, ap- 
pears to have been a success in the 
Twin Cities, 

Dr. John C. Schwarzwalder, gen- 
eral manager of KTCA-TV, Twin 
Cities area educational television 
station, in a _ progress’ report 
broadcast after less than _ six 
months of operation said more than 
50,000 listeners have kicked in to 
assure station's financial situation 
for first year. 

Station was originally built with 
contributions collected in cam- 
paign last summer, and more re- 
cent fund campaign was run 


through schools to coliect do-re-mi | 


for first year’s operation. Schwarz- 
walder said it was successful, and 
fact more than 50,000 contributed 
was considered impressive by in- 
dustry 

Station recently acceded to 
watcher demand to schedule adult 
programs in 10 to 11 p.m. slot, ex- 
pects to expand programming later 
Schwarzwalder said broadcasting 
has now climbed to 45 hours a 
week, and a goal of 90 is seen, ex- 
panding into Saturday and Sunday 
schedules. 

Also impressive is response in 
registrations for college courses of- 
fered for credit. For each bona- 
fide registrant, it’s estimated there 
are a hundred catching same pro- 
grams and eavesdropping an edu- 
| cation, 


‘ ’ 
‘Wendy Warren & News’ _ 
‘ bd ’ 
| Bumped for ‘Happiness’ 
| CBS Radio is dropping its long- 
|running “Wendy Warren & the 
News” daytimer at the end of the 
| month and is bringing back a 10- 
minute version of “Right to Hap- 
| piness” (which had been dropped 
| by the web as a daytimer a couple 
| of, months back) in its place. The| 
| five-minute opening news segment | 
}at 2 p.m. will be retained, with | 
| “Happiness” following at 2:05. 
| Reason for the switch is fthe| 
web’s desire to give the news a 
separate identity, rather than its 
present form as an integral part | 
of “Wendy Warren,” and to build 
a stronger show in the remaining | 
| 10 minutes. “Wendy” had been a| 
Benton & Bowles production for | 
General Foods for many years, but 
| CBS took over production on the | 





iseries about three years ago. \ 


| “found money, 
| customarily has to sustain those 


are confused with news shows, usu- 
ally because the person delivering 
the editorial is the same who de- 
livers the news. Usually only a 
commercial on some other station- 
break separates the two segments. 
This confuses the viewer as to what 


is news, news analysis or editorial 
comment 

WHCT-TV_ is bypassing this 
source of confusion by a simple 


procedure. Text of the editorial 
is read by unidentified offscreen 
announcer while simultaneously 


script is flashed via a. TelePromp- 
ter. To break the monotony of 
continuously looking at the same 
copy crawling, station uses two 
cameras, panning from one to the 
other 


When the editorial reaches its 
windup point, an extra line is 
tagged on, reading “WHCT Edi- 
torial.” This was true of the three 


editorials used by the station on 
Sunday. Subject matter for the 
first presentation waS hot stuff lo- 
cally. Dealt with a special session 
of the General Legislature sum- 
moned for this week by the gov- 
ernor to deal with rising unem- 
(Continued on page 55 


Bundle Buying’ on 
0&0 Adjacencies 


For the first time, CBS-TV o&0's 
have been able to package their 
local adjacencies on network sports- 
casts into a multi-event proposition 
and sell them on that basis. As a 
consequence, WCBS-TV web's N. Y. 
flagship, this week inked two spon- 
sors to the full slate of adjacencies 
surrounding seven upcoming net- 
work sportscasts. 


Station signed Vaseline Hair 


| Tonic to take on all the one-minute, 


and 20-second spvois surrounding 
the package of seven events run- 
ning from March through June, 
while Lanvin perfume is picking up 
all the 10-second breaks. Actually, 
both deals total only about $11,000 
after discounts, but it’s considered 
” since the station 


spots. 

Reason is that it’s always had to 
treat sportscasts as one-shot events, 
and scramble for local bankrollers 
at the last minute in each case, a 
technique that’s proved unsuccess- 
ful. But by taking the seven events 
as a package, with scheduling com- 


| pletely set far in advance, it’s been 


able to sell the entire schedule. 
Seven events are the National In- 
vitational Basketball Tourney finals 
March 22, the NCAA Swimming & 
Diving Meet March 29, the Masters 
Golf Tourney April 5 and 6 and 
the Triple Crown — Kentucky 
Derby May 3, the Preakness May 
17 and the Belmont June 7. 





ee fe 














Wednesday, March 5, 1958 














“BEST” 


“BEST bowwow among avalanche 
of ¥arieties this season.” 


VARIETY 
“BRIGHTEST” 


“Patrice Munsel so far has been 
quite the BRIGHTEST of the offer- 
ings with distaff vocalists.” 
JACK GOULD 
New York Times 


“HAPPIEST” 


“Certainly one of the HAPPIEST 
surprises of this singingest-shoot- 
ingest season on TV.” 
BERNIE HARRISON 
Wash. Post 


“HONORS” 


“Ive chosen the charming Patrice 
Munsel as my candidate for this 
year’s HONORS.” 
WALTER AMES 
Los Angeles Times 


“DELIGHTFUL” 


“A DELIGHTFUL half-hour ,.. 
shown off in her best light . .. pro- 
duction numbers marvels of clock- 
work precision.” 

Los Angeles Herald Express 


“NEW” 


“Television went a couple of years 
without producing a ‘NEW’ favor- 
ite . .. this may be the year of 
Patrice Munsel.” 

Chicago Sun-Times 


“GRAND” 


“GRAND, entertainment . .. I 
nominate the Patrice Munsel Pro- 
gram as the best % hour variety 
show of this season.” 

CHARLES MERCER, A.P, 


“EXCELLENCE” 


“Best of the song programs... 
The only one whieh has pro- 
nounced individuality and _ all 
around consistent EXCELLENCE 
is the Patrice Munsel Show.” 
DONALD KIRKLEY 
Baltimore Sun 


“DELECTABLE” 


“A DELECTABLE platter of en- 
tertainment.” 
Rans, Variety, February 19th. 








An M. S. Production 








ATRICE 
UNSEL 


SHOW 


Fridays 9:30-10 PM E.S.T. - ABC-TV 
the BEST by the BEST: 
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ROBERT SCHULER 

































Producer-Direcior 


CLARK JONES 

i Writers 

1 LARRY GELBART 
SHELLY KELLER 


Choreographer 
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Musical Directer 
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Vocal Director 


HUGH MARTIN 


Costumer 
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' Sets 
\- JAMES McNAUGHTON 
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Mack Quits 


Continued from page 23 gam 





ion. Therefore, I be 

no alternative except 

it ¢ it the close of busines 
igned Sincerely 


1D) Eisenhower.” 


Baker's Barrel of Blasts 
ker, who showed with forme 
Senator Claude Pepper, ol 
as his attorney, launched 
ptly into an attack upon all 
or testimony that his television 
ymipar Publie Service Televi- 
. inc., which finally won Chan- 


ne! 10 in Miami. Working on the 


heory that the best defense is an 
iffense, he went to work on the op 
position in one of the roughest 
before the hearing so 
fa He charged that Katzentine 
is exerting pressure of the con 

long before National Ait 

ved i¢ was being done 


tventine couldn't wait for 


lue process.” Baker testified. “We 
heard ors and reports that the 
was exerting political influence in 
eve he and his attorney, for- 
mer FCC Chairman, Paul Porter 
could) muster Even before oral 


your record proves that 
‘ already had Senators 
Kefauve Holland and Smathers 
putting on the heat with members 
of the FCC Porter's proclivities 
for this sort of thing are well 


AnO ntome 


\fter oral argument, the case 


vaS Submitted for decision The 
Katzentine-Porter political activity 
eased 
Bake said he first contacted 
1 man Whiteside, the Miami at- 
rne hoe lent money to Com- 
missioner Mack, at the suggestion 
of National Airline’s general coun- 
sé to counteract the activities of 
Katzentine and Paul Porte 
I Scott suggested to me,” 
Sa Baker, “that it would be wise 
{ elain a counsel of record whose 
ould be known to Commis- 


ne Mack and in whom he 

ld have confidence.” 
Baker said he didn't know 
Whiteside or Mack and that when 


Under Fire 





Whiteside refused to accept a fee 
he didn't want him in the case. He 
continued 

If Mr. Whiteside ther ke 
\ir. Mack in our behalf, if " 
known to me and was not 
representative or attorne 

“We next requested Senato 
Holland, Smathers, Magnuson anc 
others to remain neutral to per- 
mit the FCC to judge the case on 
the merits without outside influ- 
ence. There were bold efforts to 
improperly influence or intimidate 
the FCC against us ... The Dow- 
ney Rice-Paul Porter technique 
was a blackmail threat on the 
Vice President of the United 
States.” 

At the conclusion of his state 
ment Baker asserted 

“From what I read in the papers 
and before the committee, it ap- 
pears that Commissianer Mack is 
being broken, crucified and_ is 
about to be sent home in disgrace 

am impelled to ask the con 
mittee, in view of all thi just 
what it intends to do about the 
Senators, Katzentine, Paul Porter, 
Eastern Airlines and others for 
their improper activities. Are they 
immune, or its it impolite to call 
the members of the Senate and an 
officer of the court before you to 
explain their conduct fully and in 
detail?” 

“If there has been any purpose 
ful wrongdoing in this case, it has 
been the conspiracy of Katzentine, 
Porter and Eastern Afrlines to in- 
fluence the Federal Court, the 
CAB and the FCC by blackening 
through smear, innuendo and lie 
the good name of National Airlines 


0 


and its officers and directors ho 
have successfully operated a do 
mestic and foreign air carrier 


since Oct. 1, 1934, and a television 
station on Channel 10 since Aug 
2, 1957 

This conspiracy should be ir 
vestigated by the Dept. of Justice 
and I hope your committee 
quest it,” 

Committee Chairman Hai 
called the statement “very reveal 
ing—very strong,” adding that 














Y. Wr . : is : 
ou'll revel in royal treatment ™ at Tropicana, 
| “King of Clubs.” Dine and dance among exotic trees under the stars. 
See the spectacular shows (two different ones nightly). 
Visit Lefty Clark’s magnificent new glass-enclosed 
casino. It all adds up to a delightful experience! 


= PTROPICANMA 2m 


where you 
are king! 





























ou |! e gone so strong that 
ome ys are going to have 
O ap] before the committee 
You have stated you want actior 
nd It I ou are going to get 
‘Moscow or Bust’ 
—mmmn Continued from page 29 aoa 
ing Gitlir 


Public Affairs divi- 
CBS has been trying to en- 
list State Dept. and Soviet support 
for an in-depth film treatment of 
Russia Today No luck as yet 
As detailed last week, Bob Hope 
is doing the first all-entertainment 
show out of Moscow designed (dip- 
lomatic sanctions permitting) as his 
April 5 filmed entry on NBC-TV. 





Although he'll be “working” before 
Russian audience, with a sprink- 
ling of U.S. embassy employes in 
tte a he do his regular 
» topicalities. For the edi- 


native an interp- 


reter Ww on hand 
Odd el igi the vidfilm boys 
ave S ( in moving in ahead 
the networks in jockeying’ for 


exchanges. Both Ed Stern, 
International, and Paul 
Talbot, prexy of Fremantle Over- 


is Radio & Television,- have al- 
sady incepted the treks to Mos- 
cow in the hopes of initiating U.S.- 


Soviet telepix exchanges 
The British-Soviet tv exchange 
ilread a fait accompli, with 
London's Associated-Rediffusion 
weekday commercial programmers 
and Moscow State TV as the parti- 
cipants. Couple weeks back A-R 
spatched its first film featurette 
bout “Television House’) to the 
other side of the Iron Curtain 
e provides for weekly film 





35G Per Half-Hour 


que Continued from page 31 = 


SE ame series are run- 
g between $40.000 and $45,000 

i { 4 
New levels of production not 
eflect rising costs, but more 


portant an expansion of the 
ndicatior irket Whereas a 
1 tor t years ago could 
onabd expect to gross no more 
than $40,000 on firstruns for a new 
series, the maximum expectation 
now up to $50,000 Increase 
ems not from the stations, which 
have been tough about prices, but 
ym the syndication advertiser 


oO 


Latter has not only increased in 
number but has been demanding 
more and more in terms of quality 
product from the syndicator. And 
as long as the syndication adver- 
tiser has been willing to pay more, 
the producers have been willing to 
oblige Stations, as aforenoted, 
have been tough as ever in insist- 
ing on a hold-the-line status on lo- 
cal pricing of vidpix, but the ad- 
vertisers buying their films direct 

e become more flexible on mat- 

of price if they're satisfied 
y're getting better product for 


their money, 





Nuclear Physics 


——u=e continued from page 29 = 


far to assorted house spots the 
station has been airing for about 
a week to announce the preem and 
to offer the booklet as a giveaway. 
Show is being produced in col- 
oration with the U. of Chicago, 
and the 13-week series will involve 
44 members of that faculty, among 

em Samuel King Allison and 
Herbert L. Anderson, past and 
present directors respectively of 
the Enrico Fermi Institute for Nu 
clear Studies; Horace R. Byers 
chairman of the university’s me 
teoroglogy department; and Ger- 
ard P. Kuiper, director of the 
Yerkes Observatory of the U. of C 
Show will be moderated by Julian | 
R. Goldsmith of the geology de- 
partment 





Charlotte, N. C.—Promotion of 
three top executives of Jefferson 
Standard Broadcasting Co. has 
been announced by Charles H. 
Crutchfield, exee v.p., general 
matager. J. Robert Covington was 
elevated to v.p. in charge of pro- 
motion and public relations for the 
ompany's three stations; Virgil V. 

ans was made managing director 

WBT, and Paul B. Marion was | 

oted to general sales manager | 


WBT, 





Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 


ABC-TV has been accused of playing dirty research pool In its 
claims of having the lowest nighttime network cost-per-thousand of all 
three webs. Claims were made in several newspaper ads last week, in 
which ABC stated its per-thousand costs ran $3.07 on the average. 

CBS-TYV sales development department, in a memo to all the web's 
salesmen, offered refutation with the observation that “for audiences, 
they (ABC) went to December Nielsen records; for time costs they 
used November PIB data; and for talent costs they threw in Septem- 
ber-October Nielsen data. Then they cut ‘nighttime’ down to the three 
hours between 7:30 to 10:30 p.m., thus leaving out several Sunday and 
weeknight programs. And it worked.” 

True network costs-per-thousand, CBS states, based on Nielsen date 
for November-December at 6-11 p.m., is $3.17 for CBS, $3.81 for NBC 
and $3.85 for ABC. 

Close on the heels of its expansion into Baltimore, the Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences will soon add a Washington chapter, its 
fourth local, to its roster. Spearheaded by John Secondari, chief of 
ABC's Washington news bureau, the new local is skedded to get off the 
ground, and formally launched, within the month. 

Special accent of the local group will be on news, since all network 
originations from the capital come under this heading, as well as much 
of the local programming. Initial plans include innovation of local Em- 
my awards in area of news and public service 

Exploratory meeting garnered attendance of 81, out of 140 poten- 
tial members. It was unanimously voted to establish the D. C. chapter, 

Stan Freberg has started “not an advertising agency but a free- 
lance creative department.” Freberg Ltd. is gearing to do campaign 
layouts in tv and radio as well as periodicals, outdoor and mail ad- 
vertising 

Company has been in operation for three months, but Freberg only 
innounced its existence last week. Independently, Freberg produced 
commercials for Crown Zellerbach, Best Foods, and Contadina, and 
lis compar has done “campaigns” for Butter-Nut Instant Coffee. 
3elfast Sparkling Water, Zee Paper and Mug Root Beer. Freberg 
said that all the work was done through the extant agencies 

Marc Brandel will be repped in tv with his second play within a 
month. His “So Deadly, My Love” will be done on “Climax” next 
week (13). On Feb. 19 his “Tide of Corruption” was given by “Studio 
One.” 

Playwright also is having two of his earlier plays picked up for up- 
coming workouts on “Matinee Theatre.” “Scheme To Defraud” was 


first given on “Climax” and “Innocent Witness” had its preem on the 
ex-Front Row Center.” Brandel will be guest of honor and speaker 
at N.Y. Chapter of Mystery Writers of America at Overseas Press 


Club next Wednesday (12 


Starting this month in four cities and ultimately expanding to all 
the cities in its rating lineup, Pulse is supplying a supplement to its 
local radio reports. It’s an audience composition breakdown listing 


hourly tallies for each station on how many men, women and children 
are listening to their respective shows 

In the past, Pulse carried audience makeup figures but not by 
station, and Nielsen does audience comp figures but does not report 
on every station eithe Pulse, beginning with N. Y., Washington, 
tlanta and Chicago, plans to do its detailed audience breakdown 
twice a yeal 
committees are being formed to aid the City of Hope tele- 
thon to be topped by Dean Martin which is set for WABD, N.Y., May 
24 and 25. George Jessel is national chairman for special events and 
Barry Gray will serve as chairman of the national citizens committee. 
Tammany Hall Chief Carmine G. DeSapio is the honorary chairman 
of the eastern region 

Receipts will be used to finance a centre for leukemia research. 
Theatre Authority has cleared the event. 


Industry 





Consulting psychologist on CBS-TV’s upcoming daytime entry, “How 
Do You Rate?”, is Dr. Robert Goldenson of Hunter College, N. ¥ 
He's a cousin of American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres prexy 


Leonard Goldenson. 


Curtis Pub’s Renewal 
On Godfrey AM Seg 


SG’s 23 Markets On 
‘77th Bengal Lancers’ 


Curtis Publishing Co. has re-| 
newed its weekly quarter-hour on Screen Gems. which only a 
CBS Radio’s Arthur Godfrey for cali 7 


another 52 weeks, which combined month ago released its “77th Ben- 
with a pair of “Impact Plan” sales, | gal Lancers” for rerun syndication, 
gives the web $500,000 in new and|has set the show in 23 markets. 
renewed billings this week. Curtis! Latest deal is a three-market sale 
renewal, via BBD&O, takes effect to Tramscontinent Television for 
April 8 its WGR-TV, Buffalo; WROC-TV, 

“Impact” sales came from Look! Rochester and WSVA-TV, Har- 
mag, which bought a total of three|risonburg, Va. Transcontinent also 


| for a special campaign next week, | bought SG’s “Jungle Jim” and “Jet 


and Dodge, which picked up 16 of | Jackson” series for the purpose of 
the five-minute segments over a)| combining the three into an adven- 
four-week period. ture strip. 


THEY LOVE ME IN 


CHICAGO 


















34.0 


WBBM-TV, ARB 
Sat., Feb. |! 
10:30 P.M. 





Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, Genera Sales Mgr. 
MGM-TV, a service of Loew’s Incorporated 
701 7th Ave., New York 36,N. Y. © JUdson 2-2000 
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Radio-TV Mobilizes 
In March Drive For 
‘Better-Read America’ 


Radio-tv and ad agency nabobs 
are getting behind the huge book 
reading campaign co-sponsored by 
National Book Committee and 
American Library Association. Na- 
tional Library Week is from March 
16 thru 22 and the keynote is “for 
a better-read,: better-informed 
America.” 

There'll be special recordings by 


Mary Margaret McBride, Pat 
Boone, Clifton Fadiman, Greer 
Garson and Henry Fonda. More 


than 1,000 stations will get record- 
ings. Louis Cowan, CBS veepee, 
and member of National Book 
Week Committee, is also planning 
to integrate special material into 
network offerings. Joan Bennett, 


one of Cowan’s assistants, is giving | 4S though the listener suddenly | N.Y 


full time to this assignment. 

More than 500 tv stations will get 
slides with 10 and 20-second an- 
nouncements calling attention to 
campaign. Week has endorsement 
of Advertising Council. 

Ninety AM _ outlets, including 
WQXR in N. Y., will use a special 
Gilbert Highet program dedicated 
to the subject, “Build Your Own 
Library” and Dorothy Gordon's 
New York Times “Youth Forum” 
on WABD-TV will deal with the 
topic, “Our Teenagers: Are They 
Non-readers?” NBC-TV’s “Open 
Mind” will have a discussion on 
“The Situation of the Writer.” 
WPIX-TV is readying two special 
shows and WNYC is doing sim- 
jlarly. 

With Cowan on steering com- 
mittee are Bernard Barnes of Time; 
John Fischer of Harper’s; William 
I. Nichols of This Week, and Nor- 
man H. Strouse of J. Walter 
Thompson 


Pitt, Last Holdout In 
East, Hops Aboard Paar 


Pittsburgh, March 4. 

NBC has finally wrapped out 
the last big eastern market for the 
Jack Paar show, with WIIC, Ch. 11 
here, deciding after long consid- 
eration to take the entire 105 min- 
utes. The second VHFer to go on 
the air locally, the station teed off 
last September as an NBC outlet 
but turned down the Paar session. 

Closest Paar has ever come to 
Pittsburgh was via Ch. 7 in Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., but that only hits the 
fringe area in this territory. The 
other NBC affiliate in the area, 
Ch. 6 in Johnstown, doesn’t carry 
him either. 

WIIC will begin carrying Paar 
on a regular basis March 24. 








CBS Radio’s ‘ockey 
Pick. From Oslo 


First direct broadcast of an over- 
seas sports event in some time is 
slated for CBS Radio or Friday 
(7), When the web does shortwave 
pickup of the World Amateur 
Hockey Championships in Oslo, 
Norway. CBS will present a play- 
by-play of the US. National 
Hockey Team vs. the Russian team 
in the finals of the meet. 

Program will air from 3:30 p.m. 
until conclusion. No preemptions 
are involved, since the web’s regu- 
lar daytime network schedule ends 
at 3:30 and doesn’t resume until 
5:30. Foster Hewitt, Canadian 
hockey expert, will call the plays 








LONDON NEWSREEL 
CAMERAMAN 


FREELANCE WITH SMALL 
STUDIO FACILITIES 


Equipment Auricon "600" with 
TV-T shutter. (Guaranteed no 
“Shutter-Bar"). Auricon "200" 
both N/R Amplifiers. Arriflex Si- 
lent All Cameras Fitted Zooms 
17-70 m/m AND COOKE 380 m/m 
LENSES. DOLLY —- FREZZO FIELD 
POWER SUPPLY, ETC. 








Write: 
A. HOUSSET 
71 CROMWELL AVENUE 
LONDON N.6. 
Or Cable: 
LONDON FITZROY 1971 











Ideal Toy’s Early Pact 
On Thanksgiving Parade 


| Ideal Toy Co. has signed for full 
| sponsorship of the NBC-TV tele- 
least of Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. 
(noon) pickup next Nov. 27, from 
| New York. This will be the fourth 
consecutive year Ideal has been a 
sponsor of the parade pickup, but 
| for the first time it’s picking up the 
| entire tab, rather than sharing it as 
in the past. 


Purchase was set through Grey 
Advertising. 


CBS ‘Invitation’ 


| 
Continued from page 28 
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| 
| sneaked up on long-haired savants 
|at a Perle Mesta soiree and over- 
| heard them in bewitching palaver. 

Show constantly strives to bar- 
|}ber its longhair by presenting 
knowledgeable guests from various 
the 


example, sounding off on 


on Shelley’s verses and George 
Jean Nathan on H. L. Mencken. 
The program also served as a 
break-in date for Dr. 
Evans back in 1945. 


It’s slated as an 11 to 12) 


Gardner’s Callas ‘Call’ 
Spills Over 10 Minutes 


Because it was a hot interview, 
“Hy Gardner Calling’ was permit- 
| ted to spill 10 minutes beyond his 
|regular 9 p.m. deadline last Wed- 
|nesday (Feb. 26) by WABD. Jack 
| Grogan, program chief of the New 
York tv station, which recently got 


the show in a switch from rival 
| WRCA-TV, didn’t want to cut in- 





|terviewee Maria Callas off in the | 


iddle. 


| The night Miss Callas was on, 
| Gardner was to be followed at 9 


| m 


sharp by a sponsored edition of a} 


feature film, “Boy Meets Girl,” 


which was delayed until 9:10 p.m. | 
m= | Gardner, 


whose other guest was 
Gov. Averell Harriman, 
| thanked Grogan on the air for the 
| overtime gift before WABD finally 
| pulled the switch. 





Ottawa—William Hogg, chief 


| casting Corp., to Europe to huddle 


sports events, particularly the next 
Olympics in Rome. EBU meets in 
| Hilversum, the Netherlands March 
| 10 and 11, its membership includ- 


casters. 


Despite Sponsored Pic 


Video Bingo's Bouncy Potential 
~ Coast-to-Coast; WABD's SRO Status 


| Discovery of gold in Yukon and 


invention of paper clips are insig- 
nificant when racked up against re- 
cent invasion of video bingo. 

No phase of bingo (sometimes re- 


ferred-to as beano, rinko, tango, 
lucky screeno, lotto or ‘ousie 
‘ousie) shapes up with as much 


bouncing b.o. potential as “Bingo- 
at-Home.” 

Since “Bingo-at-Home” scored 
such an extraordinary bulls-eye at 
WABD, the Dumont video outlet 
in N. Y., Stone Associates (Martin 
and Allan) originators of this com- 
pelling variant of the old diversion, 


work and syndicated basis 

Martin Stone, chieftain of the 
program and merchandising outfit, 
jis heralding the fact that “Bingo- 
|at-Home” is his proud offspring 
| and that franchises are available 


are ready to launch it on both net- | 


from coast to coast and that pro-| 


gram as transmitted over WABD 


levels. It has had Red Barber, for | news editor of the Canadian Broad- | is property of Bingo Time, Inc. 


Stone reveals that he has a dif- 


“Book of Psalms,” actress Judith! with the European Broadcasting | ferent version of “Bingo-at-Home” 


Evelyn on Eliot’s “Mill of the Union about television coverage of available for network consumption. 
Floss,” sports expert John Kieran | 


‘ Both NBC and ABC have evinced 
linterest in program and, if sold to 
ia network sponsor, would bear an- 
|other title. If program goes net- 


Bergen | ing eight major European broad-| work, syndication idea would not 


re “Bingo-at-Home” from leading 
coast-to-coast indies as well as Brit- 
ish and Canadian outlets 

Idea for “Bingo-at-Home” was 
conceived in the Stone shop. Steve 
Krantz, Screen Gems program- 
ming exec, was asked to revise and 
pursue its possibilities as & local 
WABD project. Its subsequent ac- 
claim with over 40,000 responses 
to first-day presentation in New 
York market convinced Stene that 
coast-to-coast potentialities were 
unlimited. 

Stone, tra ned in solid law, sees 
no legal complications resulting 
from spread of the program on na- 
tion’s video screens. In his stud- 
ied opinion, this is a venerable 
gambling game now converted into 
a decidedly entertaining program 
sans gambling onus. He cites 
“21,” a frenzied gambling game 
turned into one of tv’s most ad- 
mirable quiz shows as another ex- 
ample+ of something allegedly 
“evil,” transformed into pristine 


| video programming, thanks to the 
jalchemy of electronics and imag- 


|be affected. Stone has had queries ' 


ination. 

Stone plans a vigorous merchan- 
dising campaign to exploit “Bingo- 
at-Home.” Project will include 
bingo games for home, bingo 

(Continued on page 54) 
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New York Office: 445 Park Avenue Telephone: PLaza 9-8000 


Hollywood Office — Universal Studio, Universal City 
George Bole in Charge of Production Telephone: STanley 7-1211 


Write for fi ee illustrated brochure. 
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Thank you again for our happiest birthday! 


s 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES TELEVISION DEPARTMENT QJ 


happy lOth birthday to us! 


As we start our second ten years of making commercials for television, we 
wish to thank you, our clients, for making the first 10 years so successful, 


We believe we have the studio and the people to produce the best-made TV, 
commercials in the industry. Many of you have told us just that, and we 
look forward to serving your future needs better than ever during the 
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just isn’t enough... 
vetitor are in a position to offet 
substantially better circulation to 


ydivertisers 


Opposing “drastic changes” in in- 
dustt practices, Goldenson ex- 
yressed his firm belief that rela- 


tionships now existing between a 
network and its affiliates offer “the 


best and most efficient means” by 
whieh tv ean be brought to the 
nation 

Without option time, he said 


ABC could not have become a com- 
network. However, he de- 
the network is unable to 
vain equal access to the market 
place “for the simple reason that 
in the present economy of artifice! | 
scarcity there are just not enough 
facilities to go around.” 
Clearance Problems 

As evidence of ABC's clearance 
problems, Goldenson cited a recent 
study of 31 two-station markets 
showed 97° of CBS pro- 
grams cleared on a live basis in 
contrast to 11¢ of ABC's, with an- 
other 46° cleared in delayed time 

in Louisville, he pointed out, 
such shows as “Voice of Firestone,” 


petitive 


clared 


which 


“Cheyenne,” the Wednesday Night 
Fights and “John Daly and the 
News” are not seen at all. 


Opposing any changes in multi- 
ple ownership rules, Goldenson 
said that without revenue from 
their O&O stations networks could 
not make longe-range commit- 
ments for either programs or facili- 
ties 

Last year, he said, ABC derived 


92°, of its total income from its 
O&O outlets while in 1956 it ob- 
tained 74°; 

Under questioning Goldenson 


said that ABC's seven-year commit- 
ment of $35,000,000 for “Disney 
jland” could not have been made 


without assurance of clearance pro- 


vided by option time. 

i! Disneyland” had not suc- 
ceeded, he said, ABC might have 
lost $25,000,000 


tle said ABC is now able to clear 


83°° of its programs live but won't 
be fully competitive until it can 
clear 97° 


Program quality, he said, has en- 
abled ABC to get better clearance 
in two-station markets. 

Establishment of more three 
and four station markets, he said, 
won't obviate need for option time. 

Financial institutions, he said, 
networks as “speculative” 
enterprises. Metropoiltan Life and 
five banks would not have loaned 
the network $65,000,000 if not for 
AB-PT veal estate 

He said ABC will use its quota 
of two O & O UHF stations when 
it becomes established as a fully 
network 

‘Need Option Time’ 
testified that option time 


revard 


competitive 
Treyvz 
1 reVv7 


is needed to enable networks to 
compete with other national adver- 
tising media and to provide “rea- 
mable assurance” to a sponsor 
that his program will reach the 

desired markets 
If a problem like “Ozzie and 
Harriet.” he said, would lose half 
its audience of 11,000,000 homes, 
onsor’s cost per thousand homes 
would increase 50° to 60° and 
how would become unecojiom- 

i 

i z disclosed that ABC is 
abo io commit $2,500,000 to de- 
velopment of a quality show to fol- 
] Viaverick.” Without option 


he said, network wouid have 


Continued from page 29 © 


if your com-; not 


Hearing 





reasonable assurance it could 


present program in sufficient mar 


kets to make it attractive to an 
advertiser. 

Pointing out that an average 
half-hour weekly tv show costs a 
sponsor about $5,000,000 a year 


Trevz said that without optiomtime 





advertisers would be unwilling to 
make such commitments 

Treyz said that film syndicators 
would have ample market for 
product if there were more sta 
tions. As for national spot rep 
he asserted, their oppositior 
prompted by shortage of prime 
time which reduces their possible 
cOtmamMIESSIONS 

Trevz urged that action on op 
tion time be withheld until the 
Commission has opportunity to ob 
erve the interplay of competitive 
forces in a full competitive tv sys 
tein. 

Ile said that arguments regard- 
ing direct regulation of networks 
are traceable to shortage of ceim- 
petitive facilities. 

Under questioning, Treyz con- 
ceded that ABC’s Wednesday nicht 
fights are carried without regard 
to option time. However, he said 


this is a special situation 
Stanton’s Arguments 
Stanton was joined in his testi- 


mony by CBS economist Dr. David 
M. Blank, CBS v.p. Richard S 
Salant and CBS-TV station rela 
tions-engineering v.p. Bill Lodge 
Dr. Blank presented testimony as 
to competition in television, Salant 


took up proposed legislation to 
regulate the networks, and Lodge 
discussed affiliation rates and 
compensation 

However, burden of the testi- 


mony was left to Stanton, who ina 
point by point evaluation of the re 
port emphasized that its findings 
seem “colored by a pre-disposition 
to a point of view.” Many of the 
major concltisions are not war- 
ranted by the findings.” Because 
the committee’s staff “does not ap- 
pear to have understood or appre 
ciated” the “complext and delicate 
tinterrelationships"” of the televi- 
sion world, he said, “many of the 
Report's conclusions arise from the 
shadows of speculation. Further 
more, most of its recommendations 
are without support in logie or fact 
Indeed, it is my conviction that 
the recommendations of the Re 
port, on the while, threaten to 
arrest the healthy development of 
the medium and perhaps to damage 
its driving force beyond repair.” 

Stanton used the Report's own 
language to stress its inability to 
find abuses or improper 
by the networks. The report 
said, “concedes that there may 
fatal erosion” of the networks as 
national advertising media if 
tion time is eliminated, but shifted 
the burden of proof in a 
pletely unjustified” manner io the 
networks to make them prove that 
it is essential while itself conceding 
its uncertainty on the matter 

Similarly, Stanton pointed 
that in “having come up with so 
little to establish that there is ar 
thing wrong with must-buy, the R 
port here, as in so many other 
places, demands that we 
that must-buy is necessary f 
successful operation of the 
work.” 

He defended the networks’ mai! 
tenance of spot sales organiza- 


conduct 
he 
be 


op 


com- 


out 


=| conceded they do not dominate the 


} 


national representation field but is | 


| concerned only with their “poten- 
| tial” for doing so; he opposed the 
changes in the multiple ownership 


rules becau they would deprive 
the webs of the “assurance that a 
stable source of income is avail- 
able to offset the “substantial 
risks” inherent in networking 

He called on the Commisston to 
reject the ‘port in its entirety 
claiming that f you do not accept 
its general approach, the whole otf 
ihe re Et He said the re- 
port “ba many of its conclu 
sions and recommendations on a 
eries of assumptions which do not 
appear to have been checked out 
acalr able fac ’ and 
wsked the FCC to “reject the urg- 
ings ¢ the report to act upon 
vague and impractical ‘‘potentials.” 

[ am sure,” he said, “you will 
not gure is the report too often 
has done, but rather, that you will 


ict with an informed judgment of 
experience and foresight 





Bingo 


oa Continued from page 53 Goa 


bingo pads 
T-shirts and 


pencils, 
bingo 


slates, bingo 


bingo ashtrays 


bingo candy, if appetite persists 
Outfit has a notion it can also in- 
crease studio audience participa- 


tion on a network basis. If “Bingo- 
it-Home” is syndicated, Stone will 
offer a complete package with 
bingo ball machines, video slides, 
operating procedures, etc. 


WABD's “Bingo-at-Home” was 


id out across-the-board by mid- 
die of its seeond week. Standard 
Brands purchased a half-hour of 


3 to 4 p.m. strip on daily basis. 
Standard Brands also bobbed up 
last Week with an order for a sec- 
ond 15-minute segment on Thurs- 


davs. Remainder of five day sked 
is sold to spot purchasers. Wood- 
bury Soap begins its order Monday 
10 Pop-A-Day Pops has been in 
since beginning and Easty-Glamour 
began Monday (3) Duffy-Mott 
tarts Friday (7) and there's also 
Chunky Candies and Continental 
Baking 

Church groups in N. J. are now 
tied-in with “Bingo-at-Home,” 
playing the game by remote con- 
trol_and thus beating local bans. 
Since its inception on WABD, 
method of play has changed with 
bingo winners’ switched from 
phone to mail replies. Manufac- 
turers of bingo supplies have also 
latched on to the program with 
display space on tv pages in N. Y. 
dailies touting bingo pads 

Squawks from moralists and 
anti-bingo zealots in N. Y. area 
have been few, if any, and Stone 


sees no reason why behavior pat- 
tern should be different in bible 
belt. It could conceivably end up 


“Bingo-at-Home-Belt” 
current craze 

An observer once cracked: “In 
China, it’s opium; here it’s bingo.” 


Int’! Vidfilm Festival 
Explored by TV Acad 


Hollywood, March 4. 


judging by 


Sheldon Leonard, vp of L.A. 
hapter of Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, heads for Lon- 
lon next month to explore over- 
seas expansion of organization, 

Leonard is making trip in re- 


sponse to a letter posing possibil- 
tv of ing an international tv 
festival there. 


sett 


film 





IW SETS 
THE PACE 
WITH... 








tions, arguing that the Report has 


The TOP 3 


: syndicated shows 


#1 HARBOR COM 


in CHARLOTTE! 





MAND.....37.8 


#2 HIGHWAY PATROL......33.5 
#3 DR. CHRISTIAN......... 32.8 


Pulse, Oct. '57 


ZIV TELEVISION PROGRAMS INC. 








“London Agencies 
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| 
Siti 
British agencies should look across | 
the Atlantic for the know-how. At 
the of tv's op- | 
erations, quite a few of the agen- 


outset commercial 


cies with new tv accounts in their 
pockets, imported some top line 
Yank ad talent to steer them 


through the initial stages 

One of the men called over was 
Ed Reich who's been handling the 
creative side of tv commercials 
for the Erwin Wasey agency here 
for the past couple of years. Reich, 
who will be heading for home 
around August, feels that the ad 
men brought over from the States 
have accomplished their job in 
setting the commercial tv adver- 
tising ball rolling, and now that 
the techniques have been learned 
by the British men, they are more 
than capable of handling the me- 
dium themselves. 

The John Hobson & Partners ad 
outfit are gearing themselves for 
an intensive tv campaign to pro- 
mote Gaylord Hauser products in 
Britain A long series of com-| 
mercials are being prepared t 
out over the commercial tv net- | 
work within the next few weeks. | 

Spottiswood Advertising Ltd., to 
promote a three-week tv campaign | 
for Morphy-Richards Ltd., manu- 
facturers of household electrical | 
appliances, commencing March 7. | 
This is the electrical company’s | 
first venture into the tv_ stakes, 
and it’s estimated that it will be 
spending around $140,000 to push 
its products 


' 
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billings reached a record high; 
NBC expanded its color television 
and it increased 


operations its 


public service broadcasting 
Report the terms 
the settlement of the Zenith suit 
against RCA. Under the settle- 
ment, Zenith and its Rauland Corp. 
subsidiary agreed to pay RCA for 
the use of RCA patents on which 
RCA had sued them for infringe- 
ment to the amount of between 
$2,800,000 and $4,700,000, final 
amount to be determined by arbi- 
tration. In turn, RCA agreed to 
pay Zenith and Rauland for patents 
used by RCA an amount to be 
arbitrated between a maximum of 
$2,100,000 and a minimum of $1,- 
700,000. However, RCA will contri- 
bute $4,800,000 to the settlement 
of the litigations, to be paid at the 
rate of $600,000 in 1960 and $700,- 
000 in each of the six succeeding 
years. This is equivalent to an 
immediate cash payment of $3,961,- 
843 at 344% interest. In addition 
parties have concluded a five-year 
royalty-free cross-licensing agree- 


disclosed of 


| ment, but this does not include any 
| color television or pay-tv develop- 


ments. 
Report also revealed consumma- 
tion of negotiations with General 


Electric and Western Electric un- 
der which they have paid RCA a 
net cash sum of $24,500,000 in re- 
turn for paid-up status on all their 
patent licenses from RCA. Federal | 
tax on this amount totaled $12,740.- 
000, leaving a net of $11,760,000, 
of which $1,341,600 was taken into 
income and reflected in the 1957) 
earnings. Remainder will be re 

flected in earnings annually for the 

next six years. 


‘People In Motion’ As 
Radio's Major Target 
For Future: Sweeney 


Chicago, March 4. 
If Kevin Sweeney's prognostica- 
tions pan out, there'll be no soft- 


pedaled radio blurbs 10 years 
hence 
The Radio Advertising Bureau 


prez forecasts that the out-of-home 
radio audience will comprise one- 
third the total listeners in the next 
three years, and conceivably 50% 
in a decade, what with the devel- 
opment of the personalized tran- 
sistor. “The people in motion,” he 
told the Chi Broadcast Advertis- 
ing Club last week, “will become 
a major target at all hours, and 
commercials wili have to be writ- 
ten and recorded with a view to 
reaching people who must hear 
over the traffic’s mad roar.” 
Sweeney took a swipe at radio 
manufacturers for their 
“apathy . with the world’s fast- 
est moving appliance.” If the set 
makers had promoted radio prop- 
erly, he said, they would have sold 


set 


| 25,000,000 units in 1957 instead of 


15,500,000 they actually did 
He said sets were being pro- 
moted for looks instead of per- 
formance. “People who buy sets,” 
he said, “are most interested ir 
what happens inside the case.” 

With cooperation from manufac- 
turers, Sweeney believes 55,000,000 
sets can be sold in the next three 
years 


Snyder Back to Pitt 
To Helm New WTAE 


Pittsburgh, March 4. 

Franklin C. Snyder, a native of 
Pittsburgh, is coming back to the 
home town as general manager af 
city’s newest tv station, WTAE, 
Ch. 4, which will go on the air in 
September. At present, he is vice- 
president and client service direc- 
tor of MeCann-Erickson office in 
Cleveland 

The third VHFer to be granted 
locally, WTAE will be jointly 
owned by Hearst Corp. and Earl 
Reed and Irwin Wolf Jr., former 
owners of KQV, which they sold 
recently to the Ameriean Broad- 
casting Co. 


WSB-TV’s 8-Hour Silence 


Atlanta, March 4. 

WSB-TV, Atlanta Journal-Con- 
Stitution station, was off the air 
for almost eight hours Wednesday 
(26) in first major tv shutdown 
hereabouts in some years. Mill 
lost its voice facilities due to faulty 
mechanism in audio phase of trans- 
mission. 

Trouble eventually was located 
in “sound exciter phase” of trans- 
mitter, part of operation which af- 
fects only audio. Engineers said 
station could have mounted a pie 
on local screens, but FCC regula- 
tions prohibit such a half-and-half 
operation. 

Station ordinarily keeps a spare 
“audio exciter” for just such emer- 
gencies. But, WSB-TV was caught 
with its voice box down because it 
is getting ready to switch over to 
its new transmitter on March 15 
and the necessary parts were not 
immediately available, 








WTIC-TV Ups Cowper 
Hartford, March 4. 
Irwin C. Cowper has won his 
veepee stripes at WTIC-TV. He 
will be in charge of sales, having 
headed the WTIC radio sales de- 
partment for a number of years. 
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—— 
lust. the operations of the net has 
been turned from a loss to a 
profit—at least prior to the dold-| 





rums hit in the January February | 


period. The around-the-clock five- 
minute news shows sold by the | 
net are about 65 soldout at this | 
Stage. Once the news shows and 


adjacencies were SRO. 
Smith Show,” stripped in the morn- | 
ings, a Hammer move, has only| 
four of a possible 10 participations 
sold. Locally, stations are having | 
a tough time selling the newly-in- | 
cepted “Long John” net late eve- 
ning show. Barry Gray’s midnight 
to'2 a.m. show is picking up more 
Stations, but only six out of 28 
national participations now are 
sold. The “Long John” and “Barry 
Gray” shows were initiated by 
Roberts. ' 


The “Kate 
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Hal Roach Reversal 
In Chandler Action 
Seen Aid to Writers 


Los Angeles, March 4. 

A possible precedent greatly 
benefitting writers was set when 
the California Supreme Court last 
week denied Hal Roach Studios 
a hearing in the case brought by 
David Chandler over the vidpix 
series, “Public Defender.” Action 
had the effect of affirming a Dis- 
trict Court of Appeals opinion 
down last December. : 

Chandler originally brought suit 
over property, claiming that nego- 
tiations had been entered into both 
parties L. A. Superior Court 
ruled against Chandler, 
that an idea had to have “novelty.” 
District Court of Appeals, how- 
ever, ruled that since negotiations 


had already been entered into it} 


made on difference whether or not 
the idea had novelty. 


‘MILLION DOLLAR MOVIE’ 
GETS WB PIX ASSIST 


WOR-TV, N. Y., for the first 
time in over a year, has increased 
its cinematic pool for “Million 
Dollar Movie,” with a deal for 27 
Warner Bros. pix and three cur- 
rent Distributors Corp. of America 
releases. 

The sale for the three DCA pix 
was handled by Flamingo Films. 
Titles are being withheld because 
the pictures still have to complete 
their theatrical release. 

WB pix include: “White Heat,” 
James Cagney; “Public Enemy,” 
James Cagney, Jean Harlow; 
“They Drive by Night,’”’ Humphrey 
Bogart, George Raft, and “Tovar- 
ich,” Claudette Colbert, Charles 
Boyer. 





“MDM” has been drawing from | 


the RKO library and other pix 
bought by the station. 


50-Station Network 
For Kaycee Athletics 


Kansas City, March 4. 
Baseball play-by-play of 
Kansas City Athletics American 
League games again will originate 
over KMBC here, again with Merle 
Harmon and Ed Edwards at the 
mikes with Schlitz Brewing as the 
sponsor. 

Setup this year looks to have a 
50-station network, probably a few 
more than in any of the three pre- 
vious seasons of the Athletics here. 
Broadcasts not only will cover the 
full regular season of games at 
home and away, but will begin 
March 8 and include the training 
season games from Florida and 
the south. 


Glamorene’s Buy 


Glamorene, Inc., via Products 





Services, is buying syndicated 
filmed shows in 24 markets to sup- 
plement Glamorene’s NBC-TV 


“Treasure Hunt” network buy. 
Initial buy was with WSDU, New 
Orleans, for “Sheriff of Cochise.” 
The buy was for 14 weeks begin- 
ning next Wednesday (12). Agency 
is in the process of inking deals 
for another 17 markets at this 


stage. 
« 





Kansas City—Jim Burke, special 
events director of KMBC and 
member of the station staff for 
several years, resigned his position 
effective March 1. Before joining 
KMBC he played the leading role 
on “Rose of My Dreams” and 
others on CBS and was on Broad- 
way in a legit role. He has left for 
the Coast to resume his acting ca- 
reer. 


) ‘Comedy Unlimited’ 


Fresh New Timely 
PRO. COMEDY MATERIAL 


TV Radio WNiteries 
Monologues, Gags, Bits, etc., etc. 
Lifeline to the funnybone. 
1759 N. Orchid 
Hollywood 28, California 
Les Mate HO. 4-6191, Ext. 102 


ATTORNEY 


young, ambitious, with wide general legal ex- 
Derience plus extensive and varied writing 
background including weekly eolumn. Acute 
business and theatrical sense. Top Tréndex 
with people. Seeks challenging permanent op- 
Portunity wherein his talents may be effec- 
tively utilized as attorney or executive in any 
and all phases of the entertainment field. Box 
> 228-58 Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 



































asserting | 


the | 





Gross-Krasne 


=a Continued from page 1 Cee 


deal, insuring sale of their series 
in England other producers took 
less favorable deals than we 
earned by complete ownership.” 
William Morris is handling all 


national (as opposed to syndicated) 
sales. Krasne felt that a network- 
quality half-hour could not be pro- 
duced at less than $30,000 to 
$31,000. 
in syndication, 

over $26,000, and 


cost somewhere 
‘Glencannon” is 


minimum he sets. 

“Trader Horn,” another telefilm 
series pegged for network sale via 
Morris, begins shooting next 
month. “Adventures of Jungle 
Boy,” of which 13 have already 
been lensed, is another for Mor- 
lris to pitch. (Krasne says _ it’s 
| easier to sell with 13 in the can 
than with only a pilot or two.) In 
| the event that a network deal is 








thereafter, G-K is going to com- 


Shades of CBS Tint; 
2006 Judgment In 


Favor of Plastic Mfg. 


As if CBS hasn’t had enougi 
troubles with its now-abandoned 


' color television system, a judgment 


the G-K series being targetted for | 


“African Patrol,” already | 


projected at closer to the network | 


| 
| 


of over $200,000 was entered 
against it last week following a 
decision in New York Supreme 
Court finding in favor of a New 
Jersey plastics manufacturer who 
once worked on development of the 
network’s color system. Court 
found for Sam Novik, assignee of 
the Bloomfield Moulding Co., in the 
amount of $200,941. 

Suit was filed in 1953 for breach 
of contract, and the original 
amount of the suit was $750,000 
damages plus $100,000 for services 
rendered. Bloomfield alleged that 


in 1951, CBS requested it to engage | 


in research and development on a 
color disk and associated plastic 
mouldings for color television. Sub- 
sequently, the complaint charged, 


not made by mid-June or shortly | Bloomfield engaged in extensive 


work and succeeded in manufactur- | 


mit “Jungle Boy” for syndication.| ing the disk, moreover engaging in 


| Krasne figures the “Glencannon” | extensive materials purchases under | 
setup as a well calculated gamble. | orders from CBS. 


| Pattern being rigidly followed 
about 


series once 





|markets. Krasne believes that the 
| bigger syndicators can’t afford the 
time to concentrate on smaller tv 
markets. ‘He said that the small 
| sales made beyond the top 67 mar- 
| kets have meant an extra $3,000 
|per episode on “O. Henry Play- 
house.” 

“O. Henry,” released for syndi- 
cation a year ago september, cost 
$1,250,000 to make, and it was sev- 
eral weeks ago, according to 
| Krasne, that the company reached 
| the break-even point of $1,600,000 
(taking into consideration distribu- 
tion and financing charges). Now, 
as a “simple adjunct” of first-run 
sales on “African Patrol,” the 
show reruns can be wrapped up 
and the profit made for G-K. 
(Since G-K made “O. Henry” in 
the States, it therefore doesn’t 
make its profit via foreign sales as 
| “Patrol” is expected to do, but 
has to rely on reruns.) 


Continued from page 31 

















hope we will not have to use this 
authority, nevertheless the strike 
may be only means by which we 
can obtain a satisfactory contract,” 
the Guild said. 

SAG's summation on each side’s 
position in the negotiations re- 
vealed employers objected most to 
the Guild’s off-camera demands. 
It’s here that the Guild, producers 
and agencies are seen farthest 
apart. SAG, incidentally, called 
its first strike in the Guild’s his- 
tory back in 1952, against tv film 
producers and agencies, seeking to 
ictus a principle of payment 





cf use. Strike ended after 12 
weeks with the principle estab- 
lished. In current negotiations, 
the Guild wants payment on each 
vidblurb when it’s made, but em- 
ployers refuse to eliminate the 
“unit payment” system whereby 
blurbs are paid only if delivered. 

SAG wants to eliminate the pres- 
ent pact clause for program ecom- 
mercials, providing that after play- 
ers receive use payments aggregat- 
ing specified amounts in 13-week 
cycle ($650 for on camera, $485 off 
camera) no further payments reed 
be made players in that eycle, re- 
gardless of additional uses. SAG 
seeks to provide instead for con- 
tinued use payments at substantial 
discounts. Employers have re- 
fused this and countered by pro- 
posing increase in current cutoff 
figures to $715 on camera, $535 off 
camera. 





Loewinthan to Coast 
On Pyramid Projects 


Leonard Loewinthan, prexy of 
Pyramid Productions, leaves Fri- 
day (7) for a three-week business 
trip to the Coast. 

While in Hollywood, he'll con- 
fer with talent on possible new 
projects for Pyramid, as well as 
scout the possibility for theatrical 
features based on Pyramid produc- 





tions “The Big Story.” “Decoy” 
; and “Treasury Men in Action.” All 
}actual filming, though, will be 


| done in N. Y. under the aegis of 
| Everett Rosenthal, exec producer 
| of Pyramid, 





Then, complaint continued, CBS 




















Hartford Editorials 


Continued from page 0 Qo 





ployment; a proposed super high- 
way; and the housing situation in 
Hartford 


Editorial policy of the station is 
set »v an editorial board of fou 
consisting of the stations’ top 
brass Actual writing of the edi- 
torial is left to an anonymous edi- 


torial writer hired for the purpose. 

“WHCT Editorial,” according to 
general manager Harvey Struthers 
is the result of local planning and 
origination. Struthers feels that 


WHCT-TV will “enhance its value 
to the community by taking a def- 
inite stand on important local and 
regional issues directly ‘affecting 
the people in our viewing audi- 
ence.” 


In addition to editorial comment, 
station is inviting viewer comment 
via the letter to the editor route. 
Time will be provided for letters 
either opposing or endorsing the 
station’s stand on the varied mat- 
ters. Only requirement is that the 
letters be signed. 


The representative letters will | 


be given the time on “WHCT Edi- 
torial” and will be presented on 


y G-K in syndication is @ new| refused to allow Bloomfield to con-| the screen in the same manner as 
every eight| tinue, and in 1953, abandoned its| the editorials. 


months, so that the five-man sales | egjor system completely, failing an 
| staff has time to “milk” the smaller | Y 4 ve pane 


Struthers told Variety he ex- 





lic affairs programs. will be con- 
tinued at the station. In an open- 
ing statement to the viewers, Sun- 


day, Struthers said “we fully ac- 
cept the responsibility to keep you 
informed about the news events 
of the day We also believe we 
have a right and a responsibility 
to bring ,ou our editorial com- 


ments on these news developments. 
That is the purpose of “WIICT Ed- 
itorial.” 

he said, “has been 
of under- 


“Television,” 
described as a window 
standing Its use for entertain- 
ment, education, and information 
approaching a!most universal 
proportions. 


is 


“If it is true tnat television is 
a window of understanding, it fol- 
|lows that we in television have 


certain undeniable i¢sponsibilities 
to live up to that description.” 

“WHCT Editorial” has a 13-week 
greenlight. Its future after that is 
dependent on the recognition of its 
worth by the community. 





| Pittsburgh—E. W. ‘Ward) Lan- 


don, who joined KDKA 37 years 
ago, just four months after world’s 
|}pioneer broadcasting station first 
went on the air, has been promoted 


refusing to give Bloomfield the} pects many problems to arise in|to studio supervisor. He succeeds 


order which they had contracted | the handling of the program. 


for 200,000 color disks. Supreme 
Court jury found for Bloomfield 


He 
emphasized that the station’s poli- 
cy of objectivity in news and pub- 


| 


|Glenn Luther, being transferred to 
|the Westinghouse tv’er in San 
| Francisco, KPIX, in same capacity. 











or eee + wwe 


























E- world of RAdIO 
Man 1s CLOSEest 





to the people of america 


Some call him “disc jockey.” Others prefer “personality.” 
Both designations are too limiting. He is more: 
He is friend, companion, confidant. 
He is teacher, counselor, shopping guide, 
He is entertainer, public servant. 
He serves the housewife, the handicapped, those who toil by night. 
Apart from his air salesmanship, he is often a talent in his own right. 


His audiences accept him as one of the family. 


They write him; they hang on his words, 


He has great responsibility. 


He lives up to it. 


the storz stations salute 
the Oisc jockeys Of AMERICA 


On the eve of the First Annual Pop Music Disc Jockey Convention 
and Programming Seminar, to be held under Storz Station Sponsorship, 
March 7-8-9, 1958, in Kansas City, Missouri 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Don Cherry (Columbia): “THE, standard 
GLIDI Vernon*), another varia- | “STROLLIN 














rocking gimmicks. 
WITH MY BABY” 


ym the flock of current rock- | (Meridian*) is another entry in the 
ing dance tempos, is grooved for} stroll tempo. 
kids via this potent rhythm Johnston Bros. (London): “A 
workover ANOTHER TIME,| VERY PRECIOUS LOVE” (Wit- 


mark*), from the “Marjorie Morn- 
|ingstar” pic, gets a highly listen- 
able ensemble vocal. “YOURS 
YOURS YOURS” (Reine*) is an 


ANOTHER PLACE” (Famous*), 
title song of the Paramount film, 
is a classy ballad which has enough 
merit to buck the current trends. 


Kenny Ottey (RCA Victor): | okay ballad w ith a strong beat 
“MAIN DRAG SATURDAY | Billy Eckstine (MGM): “BALI| 
NIGHT” (Ranger?), a frantic-type HAI’ (Williamson*), due _ for} 


rhythm number with a teenage | another around of plugs with the | 
lyric, is delivered in strict rocking | upcoming 20th-Fox pic version of | 
style by this singer. “SICK, SICK, | “South Pacific,” is handled in} 


SICK” (Rangers), could be a rock | superb style by Billy Eckstine | 
‘n’ roll parody, but it’s played|in a slice that was taken out of | 
straight the ults. “YOUNGER THAN | 


Don Cornell (Coral): “I'VE GOT'SPRI'S GTIME” (Williamson®*), | 


Best Bets | 


| 

} 

DOM CHEE .cceviicscsnss : ...t..THE GLIDE | 

(Columbia) ee er Another Time, Another Place | 

KENNY OFTEE .vcsces oe MAIN DRAG SATURDAY NIGHT | 

REA VOY vias -tcesee Sick, Sick, Sick 

DON CORNELL ............ I'VE GOT BELLS ON MY HEART 

see ineaewekene Keep God in the House 
THE VOXPOPPERS .....c0c... WISHING FOR YOUR LOVE 


‘Mercury? ne 


The Last Drag 








utLLS ON MY HEART” (South-| from the same score, is also stil! 


ern*) is a lilting melodic number | good listening. 

which Don Cornell delivers with Berne Nee (Columbia): “THE 
a light beat for nifty results.| STATE OF HAPPINESS”  (Fa- 
“KEEP GOD IN THE HOUSE”) mous*), a bright tune with a clever 


lyric peg, gets a solid rocking 
workover by Nee and a vocal en- 

(Mercury):| semble, plus the inevitable guitars. 
YOUR LOVE”! “COUNTRY MUSIC HOLIDAY” 
balled | (Famous*), title song of the Para- 


(Roncom*), is a routine country- 
flavored religiose. 
The Voxpoppers 
“WISHING FOR 
(Rayven'), a slow-tempoed 


with solid commercial impact,| ™ount pic, 1s Okay juve-slanted 
could go all the way via this com- | ™aterial. 

bo’s rocking slice. “THE LAST Anna Magnani (Verve*), “SCAP- 
DRAG” (Wildeat*) has a cute hot, RICCIATELLO” (Bideri), from the 


“Wild Is The Wind” pic sound- 
track, has some curiosity value but 
Pes stnatre (C ia): “IF [| little commercial impact. “AGGIE 
prank Sinatra (Columbia): vitae | PERDUTO O SUONNO” (Hollis 
ballad with a literate lyrie, shapes | is another Italo language showcase 
material “for Frank | for this actress whose forte is not 
singing. 


rod lyric which also will appeal to 
the kids 


as excellent 


Sinatra who made this side, now 

first released, several years ago Benny Bennet Orch (Coral): “LE 
who he was still with Columbia. | TAMBOURIN MEXICAIN  (Mor- 
“I'M A FOOL TO WANT YOU” |ris*), a Latin tune out by a French 
(Barton*), a reissue side, is a orch, is worked over in a snappy 
schmaltzy torch ballad, also effec-| mambo-type production INE 
tively handled PETITE INDIENNE” is a polished 


Jerry Manolas (Coral): “MID- 
NIGHT DREAM” (Woodward*), a 
good current-styled ballad with an| YOU BE MINE?” (Miller*) is true 
above-par lyric, is punched across|to the melodic and harmonizing 
with a fine vocal by Jerry Manolas. | style of the pre r’n'r era and it's 


Latin-type instrumental. 
The Upbeats§ (Prep) “WILL 


“FOOLS” (Rosemeadow*t) is a. good to hear again even though tl« 
neatly constructed number with a kids will probably brush it off 
melody that lilts rather than rocks. ;““MY LAST FRONTIER” (F—. H 


Frank Sandy (MGM): “TARREN- | Morris*) is just another oatune 


TELA ROCK” (Time?) is a striking Slim Whitman (Imperia! \ 
adaptation of a traditional Italian | VERY PRECIOUS LOVE” (Wit 


dance into a rocking instrumental | mark*) becomes a pop ballad con 
which could catch on big. “SOME-! tender in Slim Whitman's expert 
BODY LOVES ME” (Harms*) is a} handling. “CARELESS HANDS” 
fair updated rhythm vocal version | (Melrose?) puts a country ballad 
fu the oldie mood into position for a pop play 

fhe Tonettes (ABC-Paramount): John Gart (Kapp). “LIDA ROSE” 
“OH, WHAT A BABY” (Figure?) is |(Frank*) sets up the barbershop 
a typical cute rocker with tongue- | ballad style for John Gart and he 
twisting nonsense lyrics and note- - 
bending vocalisties that the kids 
go for HOWILE” (Bess?) is a less VARIETY 
effective slow-tempoed ballad 

Brook Fenton (Vik): “A MIL 
LION MILES FROM NOWHERE” | ¢ 
(Raleigh)), a large-sealed  baltad z 
with a slitht western flavor, gets | 
a dramatic, commercial rendition | @ 
by tl baritone “DEVOTED” | 2 2. 
(Eden is a more conventionally | 9 


1. GET A JOB (5) 
SUGARTIME (7) 


formatted vocking ballad, also | ¢ 3. SAIL ALONG SILVERY MO 
skillfully projected. 3 4. OH JULIE (3) 

Boobis & Bobby (Jubilee): ba a 
“LOVE FEVER” (Barrington?) is|} 5. DON'T GD) 


the reductio ad absurdum of rock | # 6. AT THE HOP (7) 


‘mn’ roll. It's a melange of offbeat b¢ 
vocal sounds and very litte more.| > 7. ARE YOU SINCERE (1) 
“THe LOVIN’ TREE” (Barrine- | - ’ 
ton!) gets exactly the same type|> 8 IT'S TOO SOON TO KNOW 
wae thee : 7 + ; 
of performance. } 9. SWEET L E160 
Bill Holey & His Comets } . eo 
(Decca SKINNY MINNIE” (Val-| @ 10. CATCH A FALLING STAR 
ley Brook*) is another way-out | 
rocking entry delivered in talk-sing | J 
stvle by Bill Haley. “SWAY WITH t 
ME” (Valley Brook*) has a catch- | 
ing tempo that the kids will dance t 
ti -OETET | 
Larry Williams (Specialty): + TEQUILA 
“SLOW DOWN” (Venicet) is more | % THE STROLL ........ 
rocking stuff belted by a singer | $ J a 
who's completely at home in tois | WITCHCRAFT 
idiom ‘DIZZY, MISS LIZZY" |? | = ‘ 
(Venice+) is very much more of the 3 SWINGING SHEPHERD BLUES 
same ? . 
Billy Ward & His Dominoes z SHORT SHORTS 
(Liberty): “SWEETER AS THE . 
YEARS GO BY” (Ward?) is an oid- 3 26 MILES 
fashioned type of barbershop bal-|¢ BALLAD OF A TEEN ACE Qt 
lad which Billy Ward handles with | + 2 
some appropriately smooth har- 13 I BEG OF YOU 
monizing ‘SOLITUDE” (Ameri- 


OH OH FALLING IN LOVE 
MAGIC MOMENTS 


can Academy*), the standard, turns | 
up with an arresting vocal by * 
Ward } 
The Tempos (Kapp): “I GOT A | 
JOB” (Tri-Parki) is a cute sequel | ¢ 
to the current hit, “Get A Job,” | 


and this combo handles it with the | SPPLEPS POF ESE LEIS IOFISTFEFESSELHESES ESO +E OEFIP ODEO EOOOFOOEOO+$+466666666064 





LAWRENCE WELK 


And His Champagne Music 
Present a brand new album “With | 


a Song In My Heart” (Coral No. | 
57147), dedicated to the American 
Heart Association 








takes over in an assured manner. 


Tune, incidentally, is from “The 
Music Man.” “SKIP - A - STEP 
POLKA” (Garland*) is a meagre 


stab to cash in on some of that 
polka gravy. | 

Lee Simms Orch (Big). “BLUE 
MUD” (Village*) is a top sampling 





of the “stroll” genre and the kids 
should pick it up. “SIMMER|} 
DOWN” (Village*) is made of or-| 
dinary instrumental stuffing. 
Dave Clowney Band _ (Paris). | 
‘SHAKIN’” (Lowell-Greta*) has a/| 
lot of the instrumental drive that 
can keep a juke crowd happy. | 
“HOOT OWL" (Lowell - Greta*) 
works the rocking beat to the hilt 
but it’s still just a so-so piece. 
Burt Farber (Fraternity): 
“NEVER A DAY GOES BY” (Bran- 
dom*), a rich, melodic entry, gets 
a lush orch and choral slice under 
Burt Farber's baton. Good change- 
of-pace programming. “MON 
REVE” (Buckeye*) is another fine 


side in a similar groove. 
The Enchanters (Bald Eagle): 
“COME ON BABY, LET'S DO 


THE STROLL” (Aerie?) is another 
variation on the “stroll” tempo, de- 
livered with a heavy beat by this 
combo “ROCK AROUND” 
erie?) is routine 
* ASCAP. 7 BMI. 


‘ . 
BMI, Canada, Publishes 
ms ° P 
‘Sunshine Town’ Folio 
Ottawa, March 4. 
In an unusual move, BMI (Can- 
ida) Ltd. is publishing book, lyrics 
and music of “Sunshine Town.” It 
will be available to producing 
groups next fall 
Mavor Moore of Toronto adapted 
the show from the late Stephen 
Leacock’s “Sunshine Sketches of a 
Little Town.” It was done at Royal 
Alexandra Theatre, Toronto, and 
Her Majesty's Theatre, Montreal, 
three years ago by New Play So- 
ciety, and later on tv. 


| Back Home,” 


Goody's Album Bestsellers 


(Compiled by Sam Goody’s, 
whose global mail order operat 
market, but internationally). 


leading New York disk retailer 
ion reflects not only the national 


Artist Title Label 

1. Original Cast The Music Man Capitol 
2. Original Cast West Side Story Columbia 
3. Original Cast My Fair Lady Columbia 
4. Meredith Willson The Music Man Capitol 
5. Sound Track Around World 80 Days Decca 

6. Mantovani Concert Encores London 
7. Johnny Mathis Warm Columbia 
8. Lester Lanin At the Tiffany Ball Epic 

9. Erroll Garner Other Voices Columbia 
10. Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
11. Frank Sinatra Come Fly With Me Capitol 
12. Sound Track Pajama Game Columbia 
13. Nat King Cole Love Is the Thing Capitol 
14. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
15. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
16. Sound Track Pal Joey Capitol 
17. Edmundo Ros Rhythms of the South London 
18. Pete Seeger Favorite Ballads Folkways 
19. Mantovani Film Encores London 


20. Original Cast 


Jamaica 


RCA Victor 














Album Reviews 








—————— 


“South Pacific’ (RCA Victor). 
This soundtrack package of the 
20th-Fox pic version of Rodgers & 
Hammerstcin’s legit smash is a 
sparkling production. The R&H 
score, which contains some half- 
dozen numbers that have already 
become major standards in the 
showtune repertoire, comes alive 
again in a series of standout per- 
formances that have been recorded 
with a clean, sharp technique. The 
Emile de Becque role, created on the 
stage by Ezio Pinza and played in 
the film by Rossano Brazzi, has the 
fine basso, Giorgio Tozzi, dubbing 
in the singing voice. Tozzi delivers, 
in a style similar to Pinza, the 
memorable “Some Enchanted Eve- 
ning,” and “This Nearly Was 
Mine.” Mitzi Gaynor, as Nellie 
Forbush, brings her bright, lucid 
pipes to such songs as “I’m Gonna 
Wash That Man Right Outa My 
Hair,” “I'm In Love With A Won- 
derful Guy,” “Dites Moi” and 
“Cockeyed Optimist.” In the 
Bloody Mary role, Muriel Smith, 
as the voice of Juanita Hall (both, 
for some unaccountable reason, are 


| given no billing on the disk) has a 


couple of the best numbers in 
“Bali Ha’i’ and “Happy Talk.” In 
the Lt, Cable role, the 
singing voice of John Kerr handles 
the “Carefully Taught” number 
dramatically and also nicely deliv- 
ers with Miss Gaynor “My Girl 
a ballad that was cut 
out of the Broadway show before 
the opening. The Ken Darby cho- 
rus contributes lustrous renditions 
of “Bloody Mary” and “There's 
Nothing Like A Dame,” with Al- 
fred Newman batoning the studio 
orch with a positive downbeat. Vic- 
tor has attractively packaged its 
deluxe set with a folio of color 
stills from the pie and notes by 


Oscar Hammerstein 2d and Rich- | 


ard Rodgers 
Lotte Lenya: “September Song” 
(Columbia). Songs written by the 


. YaRteTy. 10) Best Sellers on Coin Machines.............+++. 


unbilled | 


late Kurt Weill for the American 
stage are poignantly delivered by 
Lotte Lenya, Weill’s wife who 
starred in several of his musical 





| works. In this set, Miss Lenya is 
heard on “It Never Was You,” 
“Speak Low,” “Sing Me Not A 


| Ballad,” “A Boy Like You,” “Lost 
In The Stars,” “Lonely House,” 
|“Green-up Time” and “Saga of 
| Jenny,” the last being the least 
| successful. 

| Carl Eugster: Songs for Bashful 
|Lovers” (MGM). Carl Eugster, 
| from the Coast, impresses as a 
| promising, versatile talent in this 
| collection of songs cleffed by him- 
self. Eugster has a crooning style 
with considerable range and his 
| tunes reveal a rich cleffing talent. 
|The “Do Something” tune has defi- 
|nite pop potential. 


| “Elsa Maxwell” (Seeco). Elsa 
Maxwell, who is a_ songwriter 
among other varied talents, per- 


|forms some of her own material in 
|this album. But she doesn’t at- 
tempt to sing. Instead, there’s a 
series of inflected lyric recitations 
against a lush background of 
strings. A few straight instrumen- 
| tal songs by Miss Maxwell also in- 
| cluded. 

“The George Sanders Touch” 
|(ABC-Paramount). George Sanders 
|does not croon as well as he thesps, 
| but he does get by with a please 
|antly rich, even if slightly uncer- 
| tain. set of baritone pipes. Sanders’ 
familiar British accent is heard on 


such standards as “Try A Little 
| Tenderness,” “September Song,” 
|“Something To Remember You 


| By,” “More Than You Know” and 
|‘‘Wonderful One,” among others, 
'Sanders is also a songwriter and 
one of his romantic ballads, “Such 
Is My Love,” is included. 

“Woody Herman ’58” (Verve). 
Woody Herman, now riding with 
his fourth herd. still consistently 
| turns out a topflight big band jazz, 
In this package, Herman’s crew 
| bats out a program of 12 instru- 
| mentals, topped by a fine jazz ex- 
| position in “The Preacher.” 

Carmen McRae: “Mad About The 
Man” (Decca). Noel Coward owes 


}a lot to Carmen McRae. Seldom 
Silhouettes Ember @| have his songs meant sod much to 
|current pop market tastes as they 
‘Mineesens McGuire Sisters .-Coral | do a jazz thrush’s roundup 
ON (¢ =) Roa | of a dozen Coward compositions, 
MPR Shc nire a-8'8 inccuctatns Sarsiae ete Bitiy VGUGHE ...ccevcces Dot lTt’s not a hipster’s workover of 
er Nasco |such Coward schmaltz as “Zigeun- 
oe Vic ep,” “I'll Follow My Secret Heart” 
sluts Presley ....+-.06- ctor Zlor “Someday I'll Find You”—it's 
Danny & Juniors ......ABC-Par |just that Miss McRae has a lyric 
es : | understanding and a phrasing tech- 
eer Andy Williams ..Cadence 2| nique from which even a Coward 
(4) 7 can benefit. 
pe ee eae Pat Boone Dot Johnny Mercer: “Accentuate The 
Chuck Berry Chess Positive” (Capitel). There aren't 
ke Perry Come Victor |many songwriters around who can 


Second ¢ roup 


EEN 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 


SHEFF EPFEFHFESHSEFEFEFEF EHH FF+EHFEFOESEEESEESEESEFEEEHEEHH HOH 


| put so much good feeling into sing- 
| ing a song, even when it isn’t his 


own, as Johnny Mercer, Of course, 
Mercer hasn’t forsaken his own 
catalog for this LP romp. There's 
the title tune plus “One For My 


Champs ..Challenge | Baby,” “On The Atchison Topeka 
jamonds : | and Santa Fe” for him to sing his 
Diamonds .<......2+4, Mercury | own praises, but there’s also Sylvia 
Frank Sinatra . ..Capitol 2|Dee & Sid Lippman’s “My Sugar 
, <<. = . Is So Refined,” Irving Berlin's “Al- 
Dev iy -; dhidapal dT eee Jubilee exander’s Ragtime Band” and the 
| David Rose ............ MGM Johnny Burke-Jimmy Van Heusen 
Royal Teens ........ ABC-Par “Personality” for him to play with 

i f in an ingratiating manner. 
Four Preps Capitol *| Dave.Brubeck Quartet: “Dave 
“rae ; | Digs Disney” (Columbia). This is 
oan y Cash ........... Sun one Disney pactage that isn’t for 
Elvis Presley Victor the kiddies but it still has a hefty 
, ’ potential. The Disney tieup for 
Jimmie Rodgers ..... Roulette Brubeck consists of six tunes out 
Perry Como . Victor of Disney pix. That’s all there is 
to Disney, the rest is pure Bru- 
beck, and it’s delightful to hear 
what he does with “Alice In Won- 
derland,” “One Song,” “When You 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Trend on Disks: 


Filmusical soundtrack sets can 


THE WEEK’S BIG 


Ghost-Singers 


now also be called “whodunits.” 


Although the dubbing in of the voices of pro singers for the thes- 
ping principals in Hollywood films is common, that practice is 


generally kept hidden well and di 


sk billing is seldom given to the 


actual soundtrack voice where substitutions are used. 
RCA Victor’s current soundtrack release of “South Pacific” is a 


case in point. Giorgio Tozzi, who 
for Rossano Brazzi, is properly bi 


handles the ‘singing assignments 
lled, but that’s all. For songs by 


the Bloody Mary character, played by Juanita Hall in the pic, 
Muriel Smith’s voice is used, but without billing for either Miss 
Hall or Miss Smith. Similarly, the dubbed-in voice for John Kerr, 
in the Lt. Cable role, is also not identified. 

In the upcoming MGM soundtrack album of “Gigi,” the sound- 
track voice for Leslie Caron’s vocals are not identified. Neither 
was any billing given on the Capitol soundtrack album of the “Pal 
Joey” pic for Kim Novak's vocal stand-in. 

Similar billing mysteries developed in several previous Rodgers 


& Hammerstein musicals that we 
“Carousel,” “Oklahoma” and “The 


re converted into films, such as 
King and I.” Apparently, there's 


a belief in film circles that disclosure of the fact that a star is not 
doing his or her own singing is akin to telling the public that a 


big battleship scene was actually 





shot in a studio tank. 








That Side (48) & 


s Side (58) OF 


South Pacific’; Legiter Vs. Film 





Columbia Records is squaring off + 
against RCA Victor in a battle of 
‘South Pacific.” 

Col is laying down an “SP” bar- 
rage for its 10-year-old original 
Broadway cast album, a new instru- 
mental LP by Percy Faith, a Lib- 
erace piano package and a “non- 
original cast” album for its low- 
price ($1.98) Harmony line to com- 
bat Victor’s $250,000 campaign for 
its soundtrack package from the 
20th-Fox filmization of the Rod- | 
gers & Hammerstein musical. | 

Col has repackaged its original 
cast package, which stars Mary 
Martin and the late Ezio Pinza, 
into a deluxer with a color photo 
of the stars on the front cover and 
a shot from a scene in the legitun- 
er on the back cover. “Inspection 
copies” of the new packaging are 
being sent to key dealers and there 
will be a complete deejay reserv- 
icing of the original Broadway 
east LP. Distributor-dealer con- 
teste on the “SP” prometion are 
also in the works. 

Col figures that since its release 
in 1948, the original Broadway cast 
eet has grossed a record $9,250,000. 
Figure is based on LP sales as 
well as on the 78 rpm albums. The 
78 rpm package sold for $7.50. 
The current “SP” deluxer is priced 
at $4.98. | 

In addition to the regular $4.98 | 
soundtrack set, the Victor push | 
will be based on a $6.98 deluxer 
(also soundtrack) with stills from 
the pic, a three-pocket EP set, a 
single EP disk and a stereophonic 
tape package. The Victor package 
has Giorgio Tozzi as the soundtrack 
voice for Rossana Brazzi, and Mitzi 
Gaynor. 

The pic opens on Broadway at 
the Criterion Theatre March 19 
and both labels have full-page ad 
campaigns siated for Life mag in| 
mid-March. 


WALLICHS’ MUSIC CITY 
DICKERS USSR DISKS 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Russians have offered him ex- 
elusive. distribution franchise to 
sell their disks, Clyde Wallichs, 
prexy of Wallichs Music City here, 
said yesterday (Mon.) upon his re- 
turn from two weeks behind the 
Iron Curtain, If deal jells, under- 
stood initial order, to be filled 
shortly, would comprise a mini-| 
mum of 20 waxings of each song, 
mainly classical selections. If first 
batch sells well, bigger orders | 
would follow. 

Wallichs emphasized that the 
USSR did not want exchange re- 
cordings since that country will 
not merchandise any goods not 
made in the Soviet Union. He 
added that music biz in Russia is 
tremendous but that reproduction 
quality is inferior to ours. 

















CADENCE HIKES SINGLES 
Cadence Records has upped the 
tab on its 45 rpm singles to 98c. 
Previous price had been 89c. 
New price schedule went into 
eect last week. 





Briton Uber Alles 


London, March 4. 
A rare occurrence in Brit- 
ain—a British artist claiming 
the No. 1 spot on the disk 
bestseller list. 
The artist, Michael Holliday; 
the disk, “The Story Of My 
Life,” on Columbia release. 


UA Bowi 
wing Pkgs. 

Via Hope's ‘Paris’ 

United Artists’ disk company is 
kicking off its package program 
this month in conjunction with 
UA’s distribution of Bob Hope's 
new pic, “Paris Holiday.” Sound- 
track set will present Hope and 
costars Fernandel and Anita Ek- 
berg, plus a couple of duets be- 
tween Hope and Bing Crosby, fat- 
ter recorded specially for the LP. 
The UA company is also releasing 
an EP of the Crosby-Hope tunes as 
well as one single, including the 
title song. 

UA, meantime, has hiked prices 
of its single disks from 89c to 98¢ 
in line with the general industry 
increases. 


Britain in R&R Inventory 
As 19-Year Old Hot Shot 
Flips Lid, Seeks Therapy 


London, March 4. 

The Rank Circuits Management | 
Assn, canceled the contract of 19- 
year- old Terry Dene, star rock ‘n’| 
roll singer who has rocketed to the | 
bigtime in barely a year. He was 
replaced last week at a Norwich) 
cinema by 18-year-old Marty Wild 
& His Wildcats. 

The youth had been found guilty 
at Gloucester of doing damage to- 
talling $308 to a telephone kiosk, 
two motorcycles and plate-glass 
windows. A charge of being drunk 
and disorderly was dropped. This 
followed a revent similar skirmish | 
with the law. Dene has decided to 
enter a hospital as a voluntary pa-| 
tient to receive psychiatric treat- 
ment and has suspended his career 
for at least three months. 

The case has sparked off con- 
siderable newspaper comment and 
spotlighted the problem of whether 











DJ PICK: K.C. 





| 


POP SPINNERS’ | 
FIRST POWWOW 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Kansas City, Mareh 4. 

The pop disk jockeys—normally 
rugged individualists who try to 
knock each other’s brains out with 
hot exclusives—wiil, for a change 
of pace, indulge in some coopera- 
tive action and thinking at the 
first annual Pop Music Disk Jockey 
convention a three-day run which | 
opens at the Hotel Muehlebach | 
| here Friday (7). The convention, 
| 








| sparked by the Storz radio chain, is | 
| expected to draw well over 1,000 | 
| deejays plus a flock ef disk com- 
| pany reps. 

| There have been several attempts 
|in the past to corral the disk jock- 
|eys into some cohesive group, but 
without too much success. Accord- 


| 
|ing to Bill Stewart, Storz’s aation- | ’ | 
|al program director and convention | 0 a 0 


coordinator, the powwow here will 
make no specific attempt to “or- | 
ganize” the jocks, but rather. to 
kick around ideas and problems 
/common to the disk-spinning clan 
|A possibility exists however, that | 
ja loose national group may be set 
up as a result of this conclave, 
similar to the association of coun- 
try & western jocks which was 
formed here last year. 
| The idea of the present meet, 
| Stewart stated, is to make the dee- 
jay aware of trends, rating services, 
of promotional ideas and public 
service angles via mutual consulta-_ 
| tion. The role of the disk jockey in 
|radio’s vigorous postwar comeback 
will also be spotlighted in a gen- 
| eralized campaign to sell radio as 
a key advertising medium. 

Seme Burning Questions 

| Up for discussion will be some 
| provocative questions facing the 
deejay. Mitch Miller, Columbia 
Records’ pop artists & repertoire 
|chief, is due to do some needling 
lin a talk titled, “The Great Abdi- | 
|ecation,” referring, apparently, to | 
the practice of deejays to cater ex- 
clusively to the juve audience via 
the rock ‘'n’ roll platters. 

Friday will be given over to reg- | 

(Continued on page 64) 


MPCE Plugging 
For New Contract 








Employees Union (MPCE) has set | 
up a new working contract for its 
plugger members which has been | 
sent to publishers for approval. 
New pact calls for a 16-week mini- | 





mum employment clause with a 
new base salary of $100 per week. 
Previous. contract had an eight- 
week employment clause and a $75 


;per week minimum. 


The new contract also sets up a 
three-week vacation clause for al 
employees with 10 years or more 
service and a severance deal al- 
lowirig for two weeks’ salary per 
year, going to a maximum of $1,560 


\for those with 10 years’ employ- 


ment. An additional severance pay 


{allotment of $100 per year will be 


given commencing with the 11th 
year of service 
through the 20th year. 

The new pact will run for five 
years and will be retroactive to 
Jan. 1 of this year. Among the 
publishing firms which have al- 
ready 
contract 


are Music 


—_ 


la 
The Music Publidhers Contact | «. 


and running 


approved the new MPCE} 
Publishers | 


Supreme Ct. Okay of ‘Goody Decision’ 
Sparking Broad Action Vs. Piracy 





Scorecard on Labels 

If it seems as if there are 
thousands of labels on the 
market, that’s because it’s so 
According to the Music Per- 
formance Trust Fund, there 
were 2.541 companies licensed 
to produce disks in 1957. Of 
that figure, however, 1.644 re- 
ported no sales during the 
first half of the year. 

Still, 900 more or less active 
disk companies in the field 
make for a lot of labels. 


RCA 57 Disk Pace 








RCA Victor's disk sales in 1957 
climbed 18° over the previous 
year, according to the annua! re- 
port of Gen, David Sarnoff, chair- 
man of the board of the parent 
RCA company. (Other details of 
the RGA report in the tv section.) 
Sarnoff ascribed the growth of the 
disk take to the growing teenage 
population, the steadily increasing 
interest in high fidelity and the 
expansion of marketing outlets 

Sarnoff also stafed that the hi-fi 


boom has spurred sales of RCA 
Victor phonographs and _ stereo- 
phonic playback ‘equipment. He 
noted that production ef stereo 
tapes had increased substantially 


and, at the year-end, there were 
77 stereo tapes in the Victor cata- 
log. Since that time, Victor has 
augmented its stereo tape catalog 
with regular’ monthly releases. 


Publisher Bill Lowery 
Forms Label in Atlanta’ 
Accenting Rock ’n’ Roll 


Atlanta, March 4. 

A new firm, National Recording 
Co., capitalized af $300,000, has 
been organized here. Bill Lowery, 
music publisher in the Atlanta sec- 
tor for the past five years, is presi- 
dent of the organization. Another 
half-million in financing is report- 
ed being raised. First release of 
NRC will be “Sweet Skinny Jenny,” 
rock ‘n’ roller, backed up by 
“The Rock-a-Round,” sung by Paul 
Peek, a former member of Gene 
Vincent’s Blue Caps. 

NRC will specialize in rock-roll 
stuff, but all types of recordings 
are on its agenda with album re- 
leases skedded for fal] pressing. 

Other officers of new corporation 
|are D. L. Woodall, v.p., and Ray E. 
| Griggers, secretary-treasurer. Low- 
| ery, a former station manager, tv 
|personality and disk jockey, 
into publishing biz five years ago 
|Many of his masters have been 
| picked up by other labels. Bill 
|Packham, new outfit’s promotion 
manager, is a former radio and tv 
| writer and Joseph (Cotten) Car- 
rier, is a field man who has been 
in charge of the Bill Lowery talent 
| agency. 








Col Taps Campana, Levy 
For Promo, Field Berths 


Frank Campana has been upped 
to the post of national promotion 


Holding Corp. (the Warner Bros. |manager for Columbia Records’ 
firms), the Big Three (Robbins, | sales department For the past 
Feist & Miller), Southern, E. B. | year, Campana has served as pro- 


the products of this new age of Marks, Bregman, Vocco & Conn 


pop singers with overnight success 
via disks and television can stand 
the pace of show biz. Youngsters 
with little or no experience as en- 
tertainers are constantly being 
thrust into the frenetic race as new 
contestants for the rich rewards 
that, to the amazement and dismay 


of the old hands, have followed the | promotion 


Presiey boom. 


James Thomas, Daily Express tv | 


scribe, under a banner headline 
“The Crack-Up,” asks whether what 
has happened to this teenage idol 
is the answer to how show business’ 


(Continued on page 62) 


and the Howie Richmend firms. 





Decca-on-the-Hoof 


Decca Records is accenting ter- 
pichore in its March release with 
13 sets in release framed around a 
|“Dance Time” peg. Its’ the third 
this year around a 
| single theme, the previous ones be- 
ing “Dream Time” in January and 
“Star Time” in February. 

Label is distributing a special 


| retail display piece divided into 


|six categories for various dance 
\ rhythms. 


motion rep for Col’s New York- 
Newark distributor. Gene Block, 
who had been in the national pro- 
motion manager's spot for the past 
six months, is returning to Col’'s 
field operation. 

| In another appointment of Col’'s 
sales operation, William Levy has 
moved in as assistant manager of 
field communications. He will as- 
| sist David R. Kapralik, field com- 
munications manager, in the pro- 
duction, editing and expediting of 
all communications and periodicals 
|to the field sales force. For the 
past five years Levy had been with 
Roberts & Reimers, ad agency. 








went | 


* In the wake of the U.S. Supreme 


Court's upholding of the so-called 
“Sam Goody decision” Monday (3) 
by its refusal to review the U.S. 
|; Court of Appeals ruling, a flock 
| of suits against numerous distribu- 
{tors and retailers are being filed 
jacross the country by attorney 
| Julian T. Abeles, in behalf of 
| Harry Fox, publishers’ agent and 
| trustee. 
The “Goody decision” held that 
| dealers and distributors of boot- 
leg disks are equally liable with 
the manufacturers for the payment 
of damages to the copyright owners 
|) of songs used without a license. 
| The high court refused to hear an 
yappeal made in behalf of Goody. 
Decision by the Federal Court 
of Appeals, which reversed an ear- 
lier ruling by the lower courts, was 
made in the case of a group of 
top publishers against the manu- 
turer and sellers of a Glenn Miller 
album released under the now-de- 
funct AFN label. Abeles was legal 
rep for the plaintiffs in that action 
The Court of Appeals decision, 
which was precedental in its pin- 
ning responsibility on the sellers 
of pirated disks, is proving to be 
the most effective weapon the pub- 
lishers now have against pirates 
and other shady operators. In many 
cases ,in the past, it has been im- 
possible to track down the maker 
of a pirated disk, but now that re- 
tailers are liable, they will be wary 
of handling any fly-by-night prod- 
uct 
In the AFN case, the manufac- 
turer, Joseph Krug, conceded his 
guilt and agreed to destroy the 
masters. Abeles, however, pressed 
the suit against Goody, who bought 
and displayed the AFN albums, 
and Portem Distributors, who han- 
died the disks in the N.Y. area 
After the Court of Appeals dect- 
sion, Goody, through his lawyer, 
| Abraham M. Lowenthal, of N. Y.., 
| contended that the decision would 
| place an intolerable burden on re- 
tailers. That was the basis of his 
| appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
It's expected that many major 
dealers will now demand indem- 
| nification from the diskers before 
| handling their product. This will 
| prove no burden to the major 
labels which have harmonious re- 
lationships with the publishers, but 
a lot of struggling indie labels may 
find it teugh to come up with the 
| bonds. 


‘MPLS. MACK SPINS 
‘DRAC,’ GETS SACK 


Minneapolis, March 4. 

Public firing of a disk jockey for 
playing a “gruesome” record got 
thousands of listeners in a tizzy 
and landed details in a four- 
column front-page story in the 
Minneapolis Sunday Tribune. 
| Offending deejay—tlisteners in- 
sisted he wasn't—is Stanley Mack, 
| WDGY, kicked off the air by sta- 
{tion manager Jack Thayer by re- 
{mote control. Tune involved was 
|“Dinner With Drac,” which Thayer 
described as “terrible record.” 
| He said a station ban on its plav- 
ing had been voted at weekly con- 
ference of DJ's, but Mack played 
}it on his afternoon Satutday as 
Thayer, elsewhere at the time, lis- 
|tened in on his car radio. 
| Thayer stopped and called in to 
|order Mack fired. Mack immedi- 
ately announced he'd be picking up 
his final paycheck at 2 p.m., and 
that’s when the feathers hit the 
fan. Thousands of listeners called 
in to berate the station for letting 
Mack go, and protests even lit up 
switchboards of newspapers to 
make it a community hassle. 

Mack before going off air then 
proceeded to play ‘se record— 
lyties of which tell of dinner for 
Dracula, Wolfman and Monster--- 
several more times 

Rival station WMIN got in the 
act by broadcasting invitation to 
Mack to stop in and talk about « 
job, then offered a $100 reward to 
anyone revealing Mack's where- 
abouts and bringing him in for a 
job interview. 
| Listeners called in to complain 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Epic’s New Outlets in Pitt, Chi; Coral — 
Has Cleve. Branch; Other Distrib News > 





to increase its market 
concentration, Epie Records 
switched distributors in two more | 
Pittsburgh and Chicago, | 
a division of Rec- | 
took over the 


In a move 


markets 
Top distributor, 
ord Distributing Co., 


Pittsburgh territory March 1, and record company product 
M&S Distributing Co. takes over! 4 club operation now being forn 
the Chicago area beginning | under the banner of 
April 1 Labels Record Club.” 

In explaining the distributor | working out the details 
moves in major markets, William} new disk club operation are 


Nielsen, general manager, and Wal- 
ter Hayum, national sales 
ger, pointed out that in the change- | 


over in Baltimore, the new dis- | 
tributor, Marnel of Maryland, 
tripled that market's figures for 
1957 


Ihe diskery also is prepping a re- 


vision of its field staff with addi-| Mow being approached to partici- 
tional men being put on in the| pate in the new club 
east effective Mareh 31. Epic also| book club already has 


is blueprinting an agenda for its | 
first national convention of dis- 
tributors and salesman which will 
be held in New York July 25. 


} “ns 
Coral Shifts | EXTENDED 0’SEAS TOUR At Pn A) Seaew & Suaters Roger Wolfe Kahn, son of late financier and Metropolitan Opera and 

In a reshuffle of its distrib setup, 4 : (HMV) ’ | art patron Otto H. Kahn, now a test pilot at Grumman Aircraft, started 
Coral Records has opened a com-| The pelta Rhythm Boys headed Oh! Boy Crickets | as a sax player, bandteader ang songsmith. Back in 927 he collaborated 
pans owned & operated branch in} overseas last week for a round of (aane-Corad) | with Irving Caesar and Joseph Meyer on a shortlived legit musical, 
Cleveland under the supervision | dates that will keep lie You Are My Destiny Anka | Here s How e which however produced some good tunes, among 
of North Central division manager | ¢rom the States for close to a year Columbia) | them Crazy Rhythm’ which has become somewhat of a standard, 
Don Pohanan. Latter, formerly a] + yoea) combo opened 32-day stand All The Way Sinatra While a multi-millionaire’s son, young Kahn is more proud of the $600- 
Detroit branch manager, was Ire-| a+ the Moulin Rouge, Paris, Friday Capitol) $700 he receives each quarter from ASCAP than any another source 
— , egg oe to — oo I (28) and then moved over to Spain Love Me Forever....... Ryan of income 
with Jack Mackover taking over | ¢,). eakuspivaret al aie ve-Nixa) — ° 
the Detroit branch. Coral now has oe Frag Blip ag Mir ate saa —— ie tS  8 Boone “Sail Along Silv’ry Moon,” is the latest instance of an updated ar- 
five company branches Covering! aye dates in North Africa and Swe London) rangement of an oldie building into a clicko slice. The Harry Tobias- 
keys such as New York, Chicago, den. the latter in tandem with Peggy Sue .se..-- Holly Percy Wenrich tune, written in 1937, was cut by Billy Vaughn for the 
sig and Leng won ge ro alph Rack comic Povel Ramel. (Vogue-Coral) (Continued on page 63) 

\t 1e same B, é ac ee = ‘i me — 
mil, with Coral for several years | 
in the sales department, takes over | 
the N. Y. branch managership slot. |) ———-———-—___ TT 


Howard Kaye, formerly N.Y. 
branch manager as well as co-man- 
ager with Len Levy of the eastern 
division, will now operate exclu 
sively in the latter post. In the 
Newark area, a new distrib, Ascot 
Sales, will handle Coral, while in 
Salt Lake City, the Decca branch 
will distribute Coral Records. 
Grand Award 

Enoch Light, Grand Award Rec- 
ords exec, leaves for Europe next 
week (11) to bolster diskery’s over- 
seas ties. He's planning a month's 
trek in which he'll huddle with for- | 
eign outlets tied in with Grand 
Award and to work out new affil- 
late deals 

Before leaving for Europe, Light 
will set up the label's April, re- 
lease schedule along with advertis- 
sales and publicity plans. 


ing, 


Columbia 
The Straus-Frank Co. has taken 
over an exclusive distributor for 
Columbia Records and_ Phono- 
graphs in Texas. Firm will estab- 
lish sales centres in Houston, Dal- | 
las and San Antonio with headquar- 


ters in latter city. Col products 
had previously been distributed 
throughout Texas, with the excep- 
tion of El Paso, by the Medaris 


Dallas. 4 


———— | 


EPIC PLAYING TOUCH 
WITH HI-FI THEME 


Epic Records has set a spring 
merchandise promotion pegged on 
an “Around the World in Hi-Fi- 
delity” theme. 

The drive will feature a special 
12-inch LP with complete selec- 
tions from various “Tou¢th Of .. .” | 


Co .in 


albums in Epic's international 
series and four new releases: 
“Touch of Berlin,” “Touch of 
Spain,” “Touch of Tyrol” and 
“Touch of New York.” The spe- | 
cial 12-inch LP will be priced at 
$1.98 and will feature on the cover | 
the Cunard cruise ship Caronia off 
the Mediterranean coast, while on 
the flyleaf black-and-white repro- 


| 


ductions of the album covers from 
which the helections were taken 
will be shown. 


— bails Soundtrack | 
Of ‘God Created Woman’ 


Decca Records has picked up 
the soundtrack rights to the Bri- | 
gitte Bardot starrer, “And God 
Created Woman,” French-made 
pie distributed by Kingsley-In- 
ternational. 

Score was composed by Paul 


soon 


Hirsch, 
mana- | fer 
Club's plan is to get LP 
the various 
haven't a catalog large enough 
launch its own club operation 
service the club member 
varied LP banners 


rial 





Misraki and Bill Byers. i 


The armchair 


Sam Coslow. 


from 


mail order 


has!Sam Coslow-Yale Hirsch’s S 
‘All Labels Disk C lub’ 


disk 


be getting a crack ‘at 
through 





exec, and clef- 


with the 
The indies are 


major 
expressed 
interest in handling the mechanics 
of the mailing operation 


DELTA RHYTHM BOYS’ 


|S] WARONKER RETAINS 


Hollywood, March 4. 


his 50% 


vi 
vill 


die 


deal elsewhere 


ture plans 


CONTROL OF LIBERTY 


has been worked out be- 
en the owners of Liberty Rec- 
ail whereby Si Waronker will re- 
tain control of the Coast label. Lat- 
ter previously was reported selling 
to his partner Jack Ames, 
who in turn was trying to make a 

The situation has 
with Waronker buy- 





Big 3's Non-Stop Oscar Record 


With Academy Award nominations for this year’s “best song” 
category going to “April Love” and “An Affair To Remember,” 
the Big Three (Robbins, Feist & Miller) marks its 21st consecutive 
year in the Oscar derby. The publishing combine has been rep- 
represented by nominations for at least one song im every year since 
1936 

From 1936-57, 33 songs from the Big Three catalogs were nomin- 
ated for “best song” award and five of these copped the Oscar. 

In the “best musical score” category, firm has been represented 
by nominations of at least one major music score in every year 
since 1937. From 1937-57, 65 musie scores from the Big Three 
have been nominated, with 10 coming through for the fop accolade, 
In this year’s race, the Big Three got three of the five nomina- 
tions. Their scores up for the Oscar are “Raintree County,” “An 
Affair To Remember” and “Boy On A Dolphin.” 








ed | mow reversed, ke 
4], | ing out Ames and remaining as 
prexy of the diskery. 
Pri Hal Linick supplants Ames as 
Yale Veepee, in addition to being treas- 
urer, and Bobbi Dieterle has been 
named secretary 
state All sales manager chores and | 
ho | distributor relations will be han-} 
tg | dled person ally by Waronker. | 
and | Ames has not yet disclosed his fu- 


| among the music-lovers in this West German city, 
It indicates that the concert audience would much rather 








London, March 4 
Magic Moments.. Como 
(RCA) 
Story of My Life . Holliday 


(Columbia) 


Jailhouse Rock Presley 


British Disk Bestecliers 


in the land 


Inside Stuff—Music 


A tip to American conductors and musical artists who are planning 
to perform in concerts in West Germany comes from a poll just made 
one of the ten largest 


hear classical than modern composers. 


Dortmund concert-goers chose Beethoven as number one in popular- 
ity, 
Most popular of the modern composers was Maurice Revel—but he 


followed by Mozart; Schubert, Brahms, and Tchaikovsky. 


| rated only number eighteen on the list of favorites. 


Least popular of the contemporary composers were Gershwin, Scho- 
enberg 


Honegger, Blacker and Berg. 








RETAIL DISK 


BEST SELLERS 
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3 5 26 Miles Betis es 3 % 3 7 10 3 5 2 3 4 5 71 
ROYAL TEENS (ABC-Par) 
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a ~ CHAMPS (Challenge 
5 11 Tequila ; sf... 6 4 8 3 4 1 62 
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6 6 Oh, Julie _ Te ee ae 3 8 6 1 so 7 6:.7.@ 2 60 
SILHOUETTES (Ember 
7 3 Geta Job... ies 3 4 9 . 2.8 9 2 58 
7 ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence) 
8 15 Are You Sincere +» 10 4 4 9 2 3 1 6 49 
7 BILLY VAUGHN (Dot) 
9 4 Sail Along Silvery Moon , = = | 5 10 Ss &/8. 23 3 9 48 
PAT BOONE (Dot) 
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1714 Witeheraft_ : 1 9 8 6 8 24 
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19 19 The Stroll. . 4 z= 3 18 
CRICKETS | vick oan ies 
20A Maybe Baby 9 10 8 1 16 
PAT BOONE (Dot) i 
20B ___ Wonderful | Time Up There 5 1 16 
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22. The Walk _ 10 6 3 14 
DANNY & JUNIORS (ABC-Par) 
23A_10__ At the Hop 4 9 7 13 
MOE KOFFMAN Jubilee _ is 
23B 23 Swingin’ Shepherd Blues 7 2 13 
JOHNNY CASH ‘Sun —— 
23C Ballad of a Teenage Queen 4 5 13 
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BRITAIN RIGHT UP U.S. “ALLEY’ 





Traveling Name Bands Now as Rare 
As Buffalos on Texas’ Hotel Rage 


Houston, March 4 

Traveling name bands that made | 
the entertainment circuit ye 2 4 
a few years back now are pra | 
cally a thing of the past. | 

The disappearance of these mu- 
sical groups has not been complete 
as yet, but their jaunts through 
this territory are becoming fewer 
and farther between. The few such | 
bands that are still hitting the cir- | 
cuit on a one-nighter, or special 
show stand are traveling only a 
month or so out of the year, choos- 
ing to spend the remainder of the | 
year in stands at hotels or supper 
clubs under four to 12 week con- 


| 


tracts : 
This transition, according to 
music experts, is not new. It has 


been a steady move since the days 
of World War II, when traveling 
was difficult. It was during these 
days that hotels and supper clubs 
began signing bands to contracts 
for four weeks, or more, rather 
than two weeks that was the regu- 
lar band stay on the circuit that 
carried them across country. 
Some of the factors that have 
played a big part in this develop- | 
ment includes: High cost of living | 
on the road, television, a lack of | 
new names, reluctance of musi- 
cians to leave their families while 
traveling, the trend to private 
clubs, lack of ballrooms, and the 
excellence of resident or “local” | 
bands in areas with populations of | 
100,000 or more. 
The latter point is perhaps the | 
biggest deterrent to the so called 
“name” bands to “hit the ered 
with a tour 
During the past few years the | 
local band popularity has skyrock- | 
eted while the big time orchestras | 
have been steadily losing favors. | 
Many local party givers have been 
disappointed on several occasions 
when they booked a “name” band 
to discover that several of the 
musicians on the stand are familiar 
faces here. It seems that some of | 
the visiting band masters are hir- | 
ing several “fill ins” from the local | 
contingent to play for the evening. 
Some go to a little more trouble, 
hire musicians from other Texas 
towns so localites will not spot a 
familiar face among the musicians. 


Musicians Seek 
Picket Line In | 








| for 


| Dreyer-Bard’s Europa Co. 


Dave Dreyer and Alexander 
Bard have formed a_ publishing 


firm to specialize in overseas 
| music, firm to be called Europa 
| Music. 


Bard recently returned m an 
| extensive European tour where he 
acquired abundant copyrights and 
also worked out reciprocal deals 
the new company. Before 
teaming with publisher Dreyer, 
Bard had been with RCA Victor's 
foreign department. 





1957 DUTCH DISKS IN 


$6-MIL PEAK-A-BOOM 


Amsterdam, Feb, 25. 

The Dutch disk biz climbed to 
a new peak last year with a gross 
of $6,000,000, representing an in- 
crease of 10° over the previous 
year. Longhair disks have been 
| climbing in sales importance and 
now account for about 35% of 
the total market. 

Among the most popular US. 
names are Pat Boone and Harry 
Belafonte. The ing Crosby- 
| Grace Kelly disk of “True Love” 


on the Capitol label was also a 
| 


| big hit here in 1957. 


few days, 


| broadcast on the BBC weekly, 





FOR POSTTION 


Although the U.S. 
cdl in the grip of the disk maker 
and disk jockey for the past 10 
years at least, Britain’s Tin Pan 
Alley has just started to adopt 
American exploitation techniques 
during the last six months. 

According to David Platt, gen- 
eral manager of the Essex and 
Cromwell music firms in London, 
the 120 British publishers are now 
focussing on the handful of top 
jockeys for the all-important plug. 
Platt was in N.Y. last week for a 
enroute to South Amer- 
ica. 

Although 20 bands a week still 
they 
no longer have any impact on the 
hits. As in America, the British 
kids are attuned to about a half- 
dozen jockeys, both on the BBC 
and the commercial 
stations, who virtually can make a 
song with three or four plugs. 
Something new on the British 
scene, Platt reported, is a disk ex- 
ploitation firm, Publicity Asso- 
ciates, run by Kay O’Dwyer and 
Les Perrin with the idea of plug- 
ging tunes via the disk route. 

The dominance of American 
tunes in the British market has 
reached the point where 80% of 
|U.S. hits now become automatic 
| elicks in U.K., even though nobody 

(Continued on page 64) 


music biz has 





' Music Trust Funds’ 





Tracy to Merc’s EmArcy 
Chicago, March 4 
after nine years with 
last six as editor 
is exiting that magazine to head 
up Mercury Records’ EmArcy jazz 
label His appo'ntment becomes 
effective March 15 

It’s understood that a&r veepee 
Art Talmadge, who'd been divvying 
his attention between EmArcy and 
the parent label, wants to devote 
more time to latter. Curiosity is 
that Tracy's post doesn't carry a 
formal title. 


HILL & RANGE SEI SETS UP 





Jack Tracy, 
Downbeat, the 


| BIG TOP DISK LABEL 


broadcasting 


$4. $50,009 Pot 


For Concerts i in the Parks, Ete. 


flock of lawsuits in 

Music Performance 
Trust Funds are continuing to roll 
up steady increases in royalty pay 
ments from the disk and tv indus 
try, 


Despite a 
its path, the 


For the fiscal year ending this 
June 30, the funds will have allo 
cated around $$4,850,000 tor cuffo 


concert programs in parks, thospi- 
tal schools, ete! That compares 
with a $3,900,000 outlay for the 
previous 12 months. By next year, 
the outlays will be close to $6,000.- 
000, according to the current flow 
of receipts 

The funds, which are adminis- 
tered by trustee Samuel R. Rosen- 
baum, were set up by both the 
disk and vidpix manufacturers un- 
der terms of their pacts with the 
American Federation of Musicians 


The funds have been under heavy 
edd legal attack from a variety of di- 

The l ang kt ” a ve 
The Hill & Range pu lishing rections in recent years. A group 
combine is planning to spread into of stockholders of the major disk 
the recording field with a new (companies have a long-pending suit 


firm to be called Big Top Records. 
Plans for the new diskery are still 
in the blueprint stage. 

It’s understood, however, that 
Big Top will operate via a string 
of independent freelance artists & 
repertoire men rather than with 
a single overall a&r chief The 
| diskery is expected to be ready to 
lroll within a month 








VARIETY ‘Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES — 





Coin Machines 








Compiled pune ‘Statistical Remains - Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published i in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 











NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote te OV ERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) ond three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 








in N. Y. Federal Court on charges 
that the AFM controls the admin- 
istration of the funds in violation 
{of the Taft-Hartley law. This suit 
is expected to come to bat some 
time this month. In California, a 
group of Coast musicians, all mem- 
bers of AFM Local 47, have been 
attacking the funds on the grounds 
| that monies that should go to the 
individual musicians have been 
turned over to the funds. Republic 
Pictures also has a suit going 
against the AFM, charging that the 
payments to the funds are illegal, 
During 1957, the funds support- 
ed projects that involved 302,800 
jobs for musicians. This factor has 
made the funds the special pet of 
AFM prexy James C. Petrillo and 
ae has vigorously defended the 
present setup against attacks from 
| within and outside the union. 


Frankie Vaughan’s 
‘Brit-to-U.S. Bike 
For Disk Sessions 


Major problem facing the Eng- 
lish disk artist today is finding 
| material that will be effective in 
|} the U. S. market. That's a block 
that singer Frankie Vaughan is at- 
; tempting to hurdle by setting up a 
; regular visiting schedule to the 
U. S. where he can get a first-hand 
0.0. at material to record for Epic 
{| (In England, Vaughan is released 
| by Philips.) 

Vaughan, who is now in the U .S 
| for tv guest shots and some bally 
|for his Warner Bros. .pic release, 
|“Dangerous Youth,” has become 

one of the top disk sellers in Eng- 
| land, through his workover of such 





U. S. Yunes of “Kisses Sweeter 
Than’ Wine,” “Green Door,” “Gar- 
den of Eden" and “Something In 


| The Bank, Frank.” 

| Epic didn't release any of those 

| British clicks here because there 
was no point in competing with the 

| Jimmie Rodgers (Roulette) hit on 


| “Kisses Sweeter Than Wine,” or 
j the Jim Lowe (Dot) hit on “Green 
| Door.” In the instances of “Gar- 


den of Eden” and 
| The Bank, Frank,’ 
| tried out‘in the U 
disckers and failed. 

Vaughan feels that the English 
writers today don't have the feel 
for the current American musical 
mood, and that's why hes’ planning 

(Continued on ‘pege 62) 


Cap’s March of LP’s’ 


Hollywood, March 4. 


“Something In 
both had been 
S. by American 


Cued by an upsurge in sales, 
Capitol Records is launching one 
of its biggest albums pushes in 


the history of the label with a min- 
'm of 35 LP’s going into release 
month 
\mong the packages are 22 pop 
ical and seven Capitol of 


x clnss 





° x | POSITIONS TALENT 

Strike Vs Majors Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 

2 | 1 PERRY COMO (Victor) (Catch A Falling Star* 
Hollywood, March 4. ’ eae Ta vee ae * [Magic Moments* 

With the musicians’ strike against | ; 
the major film studios in its sec- 2 2 SILHOUETTES (Ember) icsip-benssasecetons, eee 
ond week, it’s anyone’s guess on} A ’ (Don’tt 
what will happen next. 3 9 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) .....cccoccscccces — 

As. yet no pickets have been | lI Beg Of Yout 
ees Cae Se ee ee, Se 6 | (CE SRT. (Chew)... 5.5.....5.5 Sweet Little 16+ 
though Local 47 musiciars last 
week unanimously approved & reso-|f 5 | 7  GCRESCENDOS (Nasco) ............e000s . Oh Juliet 
ution urging Federation prexy | : 
James C. Petrillo to authorize a| 6 4 BILLY VAUGHN (Dot) ............ - Sail Along Silvery Moon* 
“picket line.” Petrillo, now in} ’ c * 
huddles with other union leaders, 7 i er ee {It's Too Soon. to ag ‘ 
will not do this unless he has the | {Wonderful Time Up There 
full support of the sister unions. | . 

Meanwhile, at a special open | 8 3 McGUIRE SISTERS (Coral) ...........ceees Sugartimet 
meeting of the executive board of | 0) 8 FOUR PREPS (Capitol) ..... seed eae 26 Milest 
the Composers & Lyricists Guild | i 
of America, the following state-|{ 10 oe GED GEAMEMUNEOD . cnceneccdetessedceus Tequilat 
mént was authorized to be sent to 
Petrillo. POSITIONS 

“National Labor Relations Bowrd This Last TUNES 
ee Ra | 10, oa m ef] Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
ishes clearly the jurisdictio - wma 
the C&L Guild of America in the | 1 3 *CATCH A FALLING ee eer Cec oeeeseeesesevececes Marvin 
field of compesition for motion pic- | 2 1 FEUGARTIME ... 2.020. cc ccc c eee ee ne Nor-Va-Jak 
tures. Therefore the guild is ad-| a 5 
vising its members that the AFM | 3 2 *SAIL ALONG SILVERY MOON ............ eT he a ee Joy 
does not have jurisdiction over the | 4 4 EE OE 5 is. wovsvcscceces Cave Mew weaad eae ee tetas ss U]ysses-Bagby 
composing function and in so advis- | 2. 
ing its members, is admonishing | 5 ee +SWEET LITTLE 16 EDV Db OO Se oc 0 4.6606 664 OORM SO SHCER6HH 1.0 00K e662 0 , Ark 
those who are Federation members | 6 9 eae U Etec kdds eg Chcena’d abe eeeadeeeuhides ss ss Excell 
that they must respect * ederation | CE _ 
restrictions where the Federation | 7 o. +ARE EE ee ie cine k's ove mead Penthabueisiaiiss s+. Pec 
does have jurisdiction, further, the | 8 10 ENDS te teignichhande dpaees<huevas dns dudteicbudase ss . Beechwood 
guild, while definitely proceeding | P 
in terms of the above position, | 9 ee +TEQUILA TVS TTT ET TERT LAL ET OLETEEr a ee ee eee Jat 
earnestly desires to sit down with|| 10 8 NEE ie dob Went 6és a5ckateedbes eeerece ous Admiration 
the Federation Board and further 
canvass this entire situation, hope- (*ASCAP BMI F Films) 
fully to mutual advantage.” i ep ae 5 ielbdaidaaniii 
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Watch for these NBC-TV shows, in color end black-and-white: THE PERRY COMO SHOW, THE EDDIE FISHER SHOW, THE GEORGE EL SHOW, TIC TAC DOUGH, and THE PRICE IS RIGHT, 





62 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 5, 1958 





RCA’s Step-by-Step 


‘Solution Of = | 


Pressing Problem Via Distrib ‘Jury’ 





RCA Victor execs are studying 
the operation of its distributor | 
panel on album allocations to see | 
if the present setup corresponds | 
with the needs of its complete line- | 
up of 49 distributors. Victor 
launched the panel system at the 
outset of this year in conjunction 
with its policy of giving a 100% 
guarantee on all packaged mer- 
chandise to its distribs. 

The function of the panel is to 
estimate the sales potential of each | 
upcoming Victor album release so | 
that Victor can make allocations | 
to its distrib outlets 
is guaranteeing all merchandise, it 
needs preliminary guide on how 
much to press and ship. Previously, 
distributors ordered as 
they though they could sell, ined 
guided by the fact that they were 
paying for the disks, whether sold | 
or not. 

Under the panel system which | 
has been in operation for two re-| 
leases, four record managers of | 
Victor distribs and one Victor com- | 
pany rep listen to the album prod- 
uct and on the basis of what they | 
hear, the packaging ideas and the 
previous reactions to the artists in- 
volved, decide what can be sold. 
Fach of the four distrib managers 
vote specifically on what they think | 
they can do in their own market. | 
The Victor rep gives a national 
estimate, 

By means of a weighting proc- 
ess, in which each distrib’s share 
of the total national market is 
taken into account, the total sales | 
estimate for the first 60 days is | 
drawn up. Each distrib is then al-| 
located his proportion of the total 
Victor achieves flexibility 


Golden 


Since Victor | of the cartoons has been nominated 


UPA’s ‘Ham & Hattie’ Tie 


UPA has concluded a deal with 
Records, Franklin Watts 
and Bland Charnas calling for pub- 
lishing and merchandising rights 
to the new UPA cartoon series, 
“Ham and Hattie.” The three firms 
handle the respective divisions for 
the tie-ins 

Meanwhile, UPA has delivered 
the second of the new series to 
Columbia, which releases. The first 





for Academy Award consideration 





much as | RCA Sets ‘Say Darling’ 


Album With B’way Cast 


RCA Victor is planning an orig- 
inal cast album workover of “Say 
Darling.” Although the production, 
which is now in its pre-Broadway 
tryout, is not a musical in the 
standard sense of the term, it does 
have nine songs by Betty Comden- 
Adolph Green & Jule Styne. 

In “Darling,” which, incidentally 
is billed as “a play about a musi- 
cal,” the tunes are done “audition 
style” as part of the script devel- 
opment, with only a piano backing. 
For the original cast set, Victor 
will fortify the solo keyboard with 
other instruments. Songs will be 
sung by Vivian Blaine, who re- 
ceived an okay from Mercury for 
the Victor stint, and Johnny Des- | 
mond, 


RCA Bags Bing’s Lindsey |" 


Lindsey Crosby, son of Bing 
Crosby, is due for a hig buildup on 
wax via a new pact with RCA Vic- 
tor. Bob Yorke, chief of Victor's | 
Coast division, signed the teenage | 
singer last week. 

Lindsey made a few disks pre- 
viously for various labels. 


Mercury's 3006 
Ad Splurge In 
Consumer Mags 


Chicago, March 4. 
Roughly three-quarters, or $300,- | 











| 


000, of Mercury's $400,000 adver- | 
tising budget for this year will go | 
to consumer publications, kicking | 
off with a March 24 full-page 
black-and-white layout in Life. 

Diskery, which has_ stressed 
dealer ads in its 1l-year history, 
now feels it has a catalog of both 
sufficient quantity and quality to 
warrant the accent change. Prexy 
Irving B. Green, it’s understood, 
is satisfied that Mercury's vault of 
LP’s and tapes has the company in 
its best competitive position to 
date. 

Year's ad plans were disclosed 
to annual sales meetings recently 
in N. Y., Chi and L. A. Green 
voiced traditional optimism at the 
confabs, forecasting an industry 
sales boom (including tapes) in 
1958, even if soft spots continue 
to blemish the national economy. 








———_— _ _______ | 











biggest bubble will burst. Thomas 
describes Dene as “a product of 
the disk age, of the aggressive new 
world of pop music in which the 
teenagers create their own idols,” 
and adds that Dene’s story could 
well have destroyed the myth of a 
million teenagers. 

Describing it as a story of too 
much success too quickly, Thomas 
then quotes jazz trumpeter Hum- 
phrey Lyttelton as saying: “It is 
not really the fault of kids 
Terry Dene. Someone gets 


boost an hysterical following and 
the kids they plug haven't the faint- 
est idea of what’s hit them. I think 
the record companies have been 
very much at fault. Ever since 


have scrambled, without worrying 
about talent, to find British kids 
to sing his songs.” 

Bandleader Cyril Stapleton is 
quoted as saying: “Sheer amateur- 


Brit. Singer Flips Lid 


2 Continued iron nae Es * 


| 


| 


| moree,” at 


like | 
hold | 
of them and exploits them, they | 


| Presley came up in the States they | 


never to use his guitar again. “I 
want to prove I'm not just another 
kid with a guitar. I want to become 
known as an entertainer, not just a 
noisy rock ’n’ roller. 

Teenagers rioted during the rock 
film, “Disk Jockey Jame 
a Sunday night per- 
formance at the Palace, Kensal 
Green, London. They ripped out 
seat fittings and hurled them at the 
screen, threw fireworks among the 
audience and danced up and down 
the gangways. The show went on, 
Said the manager: “It was just 
another Sunday night.” 


n’ roll 











Vaughan 


Continued from page 59 james 


to come right to the source for his 
Epic releases. His debut on Epic 
will be a coupling of “Can’t Get 
Along Without You” and “We're 


ism is bringing the entire music| Not Alone.” Both tunes were cut 


business down to rock-bottom level. | here 


several weeks ago when 


Once artists had to acquire a cer-| Vaughan made an unpublicized trip 
tain amount of skill and polish be-! to N. Y, to look for new material. 


fore they ceuld be considered per- 
formers.” 

Thomas adds that almost every 
week a tv show called “Six-Five 
Special” launches yet another con- 
tender for the big money stakes. 

Dene insists that he has been 
driven too hard and has become all 
tensed up. His agent, Hyman Zahl, 
says: “I have not driven him any 
harder than is necessary if anyone 
wants to get to the top.” 


Marty Wilde, 18-year-old _re- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 





He’ll continue cutting the U. S. 
clicks for Philips release, but when 
it comes to his Epic platters for an 
American showcasing, Vaughan be- 
lieves he’s better off coming right 
to the source. 

Vaughan, who's here with his 
manager Paui Cave, guests on 
CBS-TV’s “Big Record” today 
(Wed.) and is set for Dick Clark’s 
ABC-TV show March 11 and Ed 


| Sullivan’s CBS-TV stanza March 


30. He plans to be in the U. S. five 


placement for Dene, has decided | weeks. 




















market 
in the setup by shipping 75% of 
the allocations on each_ specific | 
album immediately and then giv-| 
ing the distribs 10 days in which | 
to order the other 25% on any = ~ 2 = 
titles that they want from the full = a & -~| 5 > 
a a a = 
release. 2 alm 5 aiti®z a b Ols 
The system compels a close in-| ~|ola2la a al |e] 2 Z\s a1¢ alo/3%/2 8 
ventory check so that slow-moving | VARIETY 8 |% 8 ) 2|e eigsi2is = & g|° EPlelsi$i¢ 
merchandise in one area can be| Survey of retail album best > 1s o/Sialelele - 7 i hed bm sl te 3 3|¢ Ss Zzla T 
moved into another where re- sellers based on reports from lead ei\o/Bl/SislzFl/caiBl/EISleE ei si giz ole E P| 21%] 0 
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the inventory they want, paying a| rae Se een ee ee Tlelel alse] s BI) e)O) 3 s |e A Z\< 4 TiS|sl so) A 
» inventory they want, pay | ms = ee 1 n|o o|'s 
penalty of 15% of the price to him | eo} S z - Qe 7 z 5 > PS % a a a4 — Tig m S 3 L 
or about 30c per album. At the} | 1138/8 lia ] ge ae 2 TI 4 il 4 6 gid 7 fe 
end of 180 days, the distributor | elBlZlSlslalalFSi@laleg i] 4 siz isilii 8 S| P 
must ship back all unsold mer- | i sieliilii}& oP 1 li7/3 =| & ev ae an 3 J 0 
chandise or the guarantee will National Alia lae lel selsg 3/8/4 4 & Bis] Ss aiglié£ls sii 
lapse | Rating pivwisSislgisisis/eisicisiaig sisisis 5 ¥|N 
Victor's distrib panel consists of | This Last o|§ 3 | 5 3 © : H s s|% 3 ? 
Phil Silverman, disk sales manager || Wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title 14 iat </Bin/HiO/#l0 eis iFlEiulSldiaials 8 
for Bruno's, RCA's New York dis- | -. PRANK SINATRA (Capitol) tiie iti 
trib, as permanent chairman, plus 1 1 Come Fly With Me (W 920) : | @ 22 3 2 z= = a ae x ¥ 1 1 6 2163 
three distrib record managers who — - 
are rotated around RCA's 48 other | JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
distribs .The panelists are brought |} _2 2 Warm (CL 1078)... 4 2 6 2 a ee ee oe a 2.4 3 3 4 136 
into New York. MUSIC MAN (Capitol) 
‘ ii 3 6 Original Cast (WAO 990) 7 ee 3 ae 1 ; & 2.8 3 1 : 2.8 *& 5 99 
? MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) 
CAN.’S STRATFORD FEST || . 3 Orisa con ton soto... as 5. 80. ke e.. 5 5 87 
BOOKS 5 JAZZ BASHES |, 5 8208 ‘Gro 
"5 5 Soundtrack (W 912) re 0 6446423 «8~., 8 § § 9 6 65 
Stratford, Ont., March 4. | AROUND THE WORLD (Decca) 
The Stratford drama and music |} 6 4 Soundtrack (DL 9046 2 4 8 7 © 7 2 3 4 8 30 
festival slated here for July 22- | RICKY NELSON (Imperial) 
~ ‘ a = ee 7 7 Ricky (IMP 9048) 5 8 8 1 A 2 3 39 
azz tempo, ye jazz concerts ce 
have been set with the Henry | 8 8 eid neg hd P 3071) 9 9 5 4 2 
(Red) Allen dixieland combo. | = ~ — woe —-__— — a i 38 
Other performers will be Erroll CARMEN CAVALLERO (Decca) 
Garner and the Canadian Moe/|] 9A Remembers Duchin (DL 8661). 7 .. .. .. 7 3 6 9 10 . § 5 36 
Koffman quartet, the Wilbur de | ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
Paris combo, Carmen McRae, the |{ 9B 11 Fabulous Fifties (KXL 5000)............. 7 ae 1 6 6 7 36 
Billy Taylor trio and the Dizzy | TENNESSEE ERNi« (Capitol) 
Gillespie band. ; }f11 18 Hymns (T 756), 5 3 9 4 8 e | 30 
\ new feature this year will be | NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 
a program of poetry and jazz with | 9, 15° One of Those Things (W 903) 6 8 
Pisa hss . aa | ! eo ose Things (W 903).. ey meee 9 6 6 20 
-_— ton Hughes doing the read- | KING & I (Capitol 
12B_ 21 __ Soundtrack (W_740 5__6 8 7 9 . 20 
( | N Ga | PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
ariton Names es 12C 25 Viva (CL 1075) 7 2 9 6 
’ pid)... -- ee ——— 
Di d E P OKLAHOMA (Capitol) 
lamond to Exec osts 12D 9 Soundtrack (SAO 595)... * 4 : 3 9 8 . aa se 
Juggy Gayles has been upped to | ARTHUR LYMAN (Hi-Fi) 
national sales manager at Carlton|}16 13 Taboo (R 806).... Pere : 7 eae ade a Sens Chee ae 1 3 38 
Records. He had started with the | GEORGE SHEARING (Capitol) ad 
firm several months ago as field di- |] 17A Night Mist (T 943) 6 i oa 8 7 #9 16 
rector, In another move at the | TONY BENNETT (Columbia) - . : 
diskery, Morris Diamond has been |} 17p Beat of My Heart (CL 1079) 4 9 4 16 
set as national promotion director. | = — a a a : 
Both Gayles and Diamond will |] 19 aan - secagrs gol — 
operate under the policy supervi- | Etat Sa bs LTO 7 5 6 .. tose ge ee oo oe 1G 
sion of prexy Joe Carlton and | TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) 
Coast veepee Don Genson. |} 20A Spirituals (T 818)... : s .. re ae ee — 
- DAVE BRUBECK (Columbia) 
Newman GPM of EMC_ | 2°8 Dave Digs Disney (CL 1059) ee ae ee 1 14 
Hollywood, March 4. _| MANSOVANE (London) 
Lee Newman has been named | 22__19 Film Encores (LL 1700). . 8 2 — 13 
general professional manager of | RAY CONIFF (Columbia) 
Enterprise Music Corp. |} 234 *S Marvelous (CL 1074) = ° - 10 10 2 11 
EMC is a recently activated com- | JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) : _ 
Pany which is a subsid of Enter- |] 23B 23 Wonderful, Won’ful (CL 1029) 6 
prise, Kee-Lou Corp., joint ven- |] ~~ LESTER LANIN (Epic = - 10.6 
ture headed by Louis Prima and /} 99c i . Ball (LN ¢ 
his wife, Keely Smith. — mS Emeny Bek (LN 3410 1 - 10 . 11 
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as the back side to 
Dot's “Raunchy,” 


Dot label 
ery spread 


“Raunchy,” 
however, 
| the deejays turned over the Vaughn platter to give 











which was getting a big disk- 
was swamped by the opposition 
“Silv’ry Moon” 


its ride to the big payoff. Tune is published by Joy Music. 


In a war 
at New York's 
cket 12-inch 


Waldorf-Astoria 
LB memento of 





mup for its 1958 annual sales convention beginning June 18 
Columbia Records is sending a two- 
last 


year’s Miami Beach meet to its 





salesmen and distributors. On-the-spot tapings were made of the 
speeches and the performance To get the upcoming New York pitch 
in, Col has inserted a special booklet coNaining a ‘Visitors’ Guide to 
New York 2 “Restaurant Guide” and a “Shopping Guide.” 
FiJm production in New York has given cleffer Lawrence Elow a 
( ce to crack into the pic musig field. He’s currently working as song- 
riter and assistant musical director on two pix being shot in Gotham 


rock ‘n’ roll musica! 
dri ic film, “The Pusher.” 
with Raymond 


collaborated 
oduction, “Never Love 


One 1s the 


Scott 


In its all-out push on the Alan 
for the etro filmusical, “Cig 
deejay LP featuring excerpts 
track Da 
€ \ 
to be 


prepared a special 
in theatres for lob: 


also 


used 





‘ 
Vet tunesmith Henry I. Marshall, 
from a collapse suffered after 


nursing home 
iarked his 
this year. Marshal’, 
“Be My Baby 
He lives on Bumble 


se\ 
cember, 1 
songwriter 
illness, wrote 
other tunes 

Mrs. Er 
ed “Stood Up” 
Up 


both the words and the music. 


ASCAP tunesmiths of such hits as | 
Is So Refined,” 
song titled, 
” was selected in a contest marking the state’s 100th anni, 

shuttiing between his home in Min- 


Sylvia Dee and Sid Lippman, 
“Too Young” and “My Sugar 
state song for Minnesota. Their 
sola 

Lippman is a Minnesota native, 
neapolis and New York. 


Round Music has broken off its ties with Monument Music and is now | 
operating as an indie publish‘ng outfit. 
Lou Stallman, Joe Shapiro and Sid Jacobson. 
“Put Your Heart Next To Mine,” “A 
“A Little More Action” and “Since I Have You.” | 


cleffers 
for the Round operation is on 
Little Less Talk,” 





In the continual rush for 


indie Madison label. 


“Sock and Rock,” 
Both are Miro productions 
on the music 
A Stranger.” 

Jay 
" MGM Records has prepped a special | 
from its three 
id Rose instrumenial and Dick Hyman jazz treatment. 
45 rpm single of Rose's title tune waxing 
»y music in advance of the pic’s bookings. 


75th birthday on Feb. 22, and his 50th anni as a 
who had been active until his recent 
Bumble Bee,” a 
Bee Lane in Scotch Plains, N.J. 
ma Herrold, a Dallas waitress, wrote a rock 'n’ roll song call- 
last year and the rocks have started rolling in. “Stood | 
recorded by Ricky Nelson on the Imperial label, 
lists all over the country and Mrs. Herrold has received her first royalty | 
check for $4,000. Although she plays no musical instrument, she wrote 


masters, 
opposition last week with the purchase of 
Madison is owned by publisher Larry Utall who | 


and the other is a | 
He recently 


for the Harold Rob- | 


Lerner-Frederick Loewe score 


packages—sound- 
Disk- | 


“Gigi” 
who is convalescing in a New Jer- | 
his wife died in De- 


1912 hit, and over 100 


has hit the top 


have written the official | 
“They Named In Minne- 


Firm is exclusive publisher for 
Initial action 


the | 
the | 


Roulette Records beat out 
“Screamin’ Ball” from 




















publishes the tune via his Monument Music firm. The tune was | 
recorded by a new group, the Duponts. 

Album Reviews 
ont ne Continued from page 56 —_—— 





Wish 
My Prince Will Come,” 
Little Whistle” and “Heigh Ho.” 


Mike Sarkissian & His Cafe Bag-| dad” without an “h.” 


dad Ensemble: “Armenian Wed- 
ding” (Audio Fidelity), 
Fidelity label has been cashing in 
with a lot of offbeat sounds excel- 
lently recorded. The label's at; 


work again with “Armenian Wed- | Moed” and “Crazy Calliope Musi 


ding,” and although there may not 
be enough Armenians around to| 


make it pay off, there are plenty/| the way an organ virtuoso can. 


of hi-fi bugs around who want some 
Oriental sounds coming through | 


on tweeter and woofer to put the 
(A SS i 


“A VERY 





PRECIOUS LOVE” 


frem the Warner Bros. Production 
_“MARJORIE MORNINGSTAR” 
THE AMES BROS. RCA Victor 
DORIS DAY , Columbia 
THE JOHNSTON BROS. London 







BONNIE GUITAR Dot 

SLIM WHITMAN Imperial 
JACK JONES Capitol 
DICK RAYMES Hallmark 


SOUND TRACK ALBUM RCA Victor 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


From tr i= ¢ 


RAINTREE ee) | INTY 


THE SONG OF 








ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


.ewer 








Upon A Star,” “Some Day | package in the black. And Audio 
“Give A| Fidelity probably knows what it’s 


The Audio | 














| doing, too, when it spells “Bag- 
Margie Meinert: “Magnificence” 
(Fraternity). Another ear-appeal- 
ing for the organ music fans is} 
liowup to “Or- 


gan Music In A Margie Meinert | 





She’s at the Wurlitzer electronic | 
organ building a dozen standards | 


Jose Melis: “Tonight” (Seeco). | 
| Too bad the Seeco people weren't | 
|holding hands with the NBC br ass | 
when they decided to change the | 
title of the successful “Tonicht” | 
show to “The Jack Paar Show.” | 
The diskery took Jose Melis, one} 
of the show's regulars, and put) 
him in an unpretentious musical | 
setting that showcases the Melis | 
piano and a string background, but | 
it’s obvious that the tv impact of | 
the “Tonight” tag was what they | 
expected to cash in on. Maybe they 
can save the cover by inserting 
parenthetically: “Tonight” (Father 
of The Jack Paar Show). Anyhow, 
Melis has a nice keyboard touch as 
viewers of the show, under either | 
title, already know. 

The Honeydreamers: “Really | 
Livin’ ”. This is | 


(RKO-Unique). 

low-price LP ($1.98) with high- 
grade talent. The Honeydreamers | 
sing out with gusto but their ex- | 
uberance never loses track of lyric | 
or harmony values that are found 
in such as “The Best Things in 
Life Are Free,” “When You're 
Smiling,” “I've Got Sixpence” and 
“Blue Skies.” The whole thing is | 
under the direction of Aaron Rich- | 
ards and he really whips ‘em into | 
shape, 

ancie Malcomb: “The West 
Coast of Broadway” (Camden). 
Nancie Malcomb is a jazz pianist 
and songstress with a freely swing- 
ing and highly attractive projec- 
tion. Miss Malcomb, refreshingly, 
doesn't sound like a carbon of any 
of better known jazz thrushes, al- 
though influences from various 
sources are evident. Songs include 
“Bewitched,” “If I Were A Bell,” 
“Make The Man Love Me,” “Moun- 
tain Greenery” and “You Took Ad- 
vantage. of Me.”’.. 
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Offbeat’s ‘Take Five’ Set 


Julius 


|*Take Five,” 
groove by 


Monk's 
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ae ol Drac’ Jock | Gets. Sack 
Offbeat Record. r- ———— ————= Continued from page 83 ————— ee 








ducer of the album is Abbott Lutz, | about “censorship of music.” Knot | has given the heave-ho to rock 'n’ 
who plans it as a part of series |of 50 kids formed outside station roll music. General manager Jack 
called “Small and Cheerful.’ First doors, but remained orderly Wheeler announced publicly that 
in the series for Offbeat was “Win- Thayer said Mack's contract runs “we feel the great majority of peo- 
ter’s Tale,’ cut by deejay Paul until June, but “we'll worry about | ple are sick and tired” of that sort 
Winter that later.” Mack said he felt he | of music.” 

“Take which has been, had a right to play the record and If all stations are to sound alike, 
running Monk's Downstairs | let audience decide whether or not with no individuality, I for one 
Room, r., features Ronny fit liked the tune, but conceded “the | wouldn't want to stay in radio,” 
Graham, Ellen Hanley, Ceil Cabot, station did what it thought was Wheeler added. “Stations could 
Gerry Matthews and Jean Arnold. | right.” simply get an automatic player and 
Stan Keen and Geardon Connell | — fire all the disk jockeys. We feel it’s 
supply the two-piano backing. Re- | Charlotte's Ditto better for us to go after the older 
lease is planned for the end of | Charlotte, N.C., March 4 audience People are older a 
March Charlotte radio station WWOK. lot longer than they are younger.” 

- ———————— oe ee = 





















WELCOME SPRING ON YOUR SHOW 
WITH HUGH MARTIN'S OUTSTANDING SONG 


HELLO SPRINGTIME 


From ‘‘Hans Brinker, or The Silver Skates 


Words and Music by HUGH MARTIN 






































Moderate! ; Frmaj.7 
Y Finaj.7 Bb Fimaj,? Bis 3 _- a . 
tS — —- | 
LX 4 4 nena a 
7 ‘ | 
The win-ter was fine for skat-ing, _. The mer-cu- ry fell to 
Fmaj.? Bbé Dm Am Gm F Gm? _c7-9 
ra\ 2] — —— A. 
—— T : areenamsnee 
> = _ > = = S| 
° 7 
ten, But now and then! would get a yen tobe nice and warm a- 














Fa 7 Be 
fe , arene | a SSS =: ——_—— 





















—— 
Pr ¥ t. 
—" , 
“0 -—_— They said that the spring as com - ing,———_, That 
f___Fmaj.7 A Fé Bm?-5 Ee) Am is 
- ee T _— + 














€ ‘ 3 i] 
heard, 
a 


they'd sneeze and their 


__._— And tnen 


3 snk — 


We shiv-ered andphus- dered ¥ 


frome 


a lark would be 











lips would freeze in the mid-dle id a word. 


, Ag Dm Dm? 




































—_ 3— 
shook. Now, all of a sud-den, look! 
Refrain a | Bos Cm? Fo _ FS 7 
a = +i == = 
e a= = > 
Hel-l time,Where've you been? Gees ol' “re pean =tim © 
Br ma} 7.ydd C 0 aprig “time fated arent lete Gin?” 
- ++ Pi ag i¢ FH, = “2 sH 
CS ; Z et 
t's t we ut a-way those snow shoes, And pret-ty 
ome on in — Fis dim Bena? poe! coped cm? Fs? 
te—s = 
> —_ 


soon we'll feel like wear-ing no shoes. Hel -lo sun-light, 


F9 
T a 








Fm? 











Good-bye, win- ter 
= _B» aa gon Tay F? 9 








u” 


é 
Spring 





SS 


spring !"___ _____ 





3) 


Copyright 1958 by Cromwell Music, Inc 
International Copyright Secured 


New fork, N.Y 
Made in U.S.A 


Recorded by TAB HUNTER and PEGGY KING 


Dot Record DLP 9001 





CROMWELL MUSIC, INC. Suite 200, 151 West 46th Street, New York, N.Y 
Lenny Scheer and Tommy Tempesta, Professional Department 














































































































64 MUSIC VARIETY Wednesday, March 5, 1958 
Lawrence Wright celeb i — | z 3\6 | |S | | S | 3 
New York 70th birthday VARTETY g/2/2] 7S] |e : 
Harry Belafonte busy at the‘) : — ou of vetdll sheet suisic sifisz | S| 2 | ee 
\_Victor stuc s gre os - songstress June eshe J see 3s/2/2] 5 | | @ ~ S 
RCA-Victor studios grooving 8 NeW j,ined the Ivy Benson all-girl band rs based on reports 1G Slela(Sialatatare 
sum and several pop singles Colin Hicks, kid brother of t l eading stores in | 3 a\|s a | es ee a = | 2 | 2 T 
teverly Gibson, 14-year old Apollo' roeckster Tommy Steele, and him- 12 cities and showing com }2i- Bilal « = 5 c | z we ;} 2/10 
Theatre amateur night winner, Self a new eandidate in the Brit sales rating for this a s a}/c/e/PlElsizl] ol] & s|T 
. re skedded tc nake s 1 last weel ’ 7 <= = poo a > Py) siPigat? 
signed by Imperial Records. She's re stake hier Yay id i to make a aan SBIeioieizieiniateagis is A 
‘ * i, 10-day tour of Italy later this year ASCAP BMI 28 2a 2k- ce; sé ae eee PE Se we ae 
managed by Julius Dixon Eil- Guy Mitchell rumored for a - =|% 1} ] Sif] 7] 7] 7] ly le |= 
een Rodgers, Columbia Records British tour during the sum: - | s =|/eiu4 | G S| / » | : Ps a} P 
thrush, opens at the Ottawa House, Dave Brubeck Quartet played t! ir National « ~ | 4 | 3 | 7 | 3 s a 7 z 7 Oo 
Hull, Que., for 10 days starting farewell British concert at the Rating 3 1 | 3] =i°9 t lal@wia;/*Misigit 
, : Dominion Theatre, London, on Feb ~ Sis @ wine lols ajSi#;8 N 
March 13 . Rex Dale taking over 93° QOutfit's booked for further This Last . 2 8 | -- ee = a|\¢g | ¢ | Fe = : 
WAMP’s “Nightline in Pittsburgh” dates in Hanover, Berlin and Am- wk. wk. Title and Publisher @|o|e] 4 = ele tialé/s& | $ 
show Foy Willing & Riders of sterdam. : a — = 2 io EE EERE plated m_| | £1818 
the Purple Sage bow on Roulette Hoilywood l 3 : Sugartime (Nor-Va-Jak) 2. 9 5 2 2 a a 3 v4 Se 1 a 2 7 92 
Records with a coupling of “Cow- Bethichem. will record Franees 2 4 *Catch a Falling ‘Star (Marvin). . = 2 f 2, J a ee 
tad me mig’ Minion dd _ Faye’s next album, “Belting A Beat 3 *Silvery Moon (Joy)... cennies ai aR , — 1 a 5.2 = 3 —_ 5 2 3 a S 84 
kat ee ee + om With The Boy Next Door,” from 4 2 __*April Love (Feist)... . - © © 8 8 3... | 2 © _9 59 
(WRR) have launched the White the floor of the Largo where she > SA’ the Way (Maraville) __ - Se a eee Se ae 
Rock Record Co. is currently appearing . Harpo 6 6 ‘Shepherd Blues (B-Kahl) ee See See 5 33 
Erroll Garner playing concerts in i cut _ new aa _—— faa 7A 10 *Magic Moments | (Famous) 5 8 6 7 4 30 
the east and midwest during March Mercury. His son, Bill, handled the = me eR Suk Sa SE Ss a enn 
and Apel . Cora ‘Sewyer, Buftalo conducting-arranging while Pete _ the Hop (SMV =. a EE EE 
disk distributor (Scan, Inc.), in| Rugolo produced Jerry Lee 9 11 _ *Wite heraft (Morris). ... Se eae ee eee 
town lining up the new Planet X | Lewis Secerets lag we ogy 10 8  *Liechtensteiner Polka | Burl.) 7 9 4 7 8 20 
diskery Livingston Audio Prod- | 5!ng in Metros “High Schoo on- 1 a ip Se oe Cee ae ee = 
oy will handle Period’ new line fidential” . . . Louis Armstrong, in A. x _f¥ou Are My Destiny (Pamco)_- _ A TEE EES: ae. SF 
of stereophonic tapes . Pat, addition to his musical chores, will 124 12 _*Fascination (Southern). . se! 10 8 6 10 2% 15 
Boone opened a 200-seater restau- | play a strals ght dramatic role in I2B 13 +Are You Sincere (Peer- Int. ) 5 2 15 
rant in Denton, Texas . . . George See geil “The Five Pennies, a ae  *Till 1c happell). ; eR OS 2 8 12 
Brown, Lou Monte’s manager, has Re chols biopic. 7 taiccll (iiesidinn} —F -— a i 
now taken on the Crew Cuts. | Jay Livingston, Ray Evans and eridia 
———— Larry Shayne have formed their 


own pubbery which will operate as 
Livingston & Evans Inc. tag. First 
publication will be “Oh Captain” 
which L&E penned for the curren 
Broadway musical . Actress Erin 
O’Brien signed to a disk pact by 
Coral Records Alex North will 
score the Cinerama_ production 
“South Seas,” and the Norman 
Luboff Choir will provide the vocal 
. Bob Crosby signed 


London 

Reginald Burston celebrated his 
15th anni as musical adviser and 
musical director-in-chief of Stoll 
Theatres Corp. Orchestras. At 
present, he's m.d. for “The Bells) 
Ave Ringing,” at the Coliseum 
Les Conn has left the expioitation 
staff of Robbins Music .. . Johnny 


Otis and Hal Zeiger in town for | background . 
huddles over arrangements for a 4 pe! sonal management pact with 
tour of Britain later this year . . .| Gabbe, Lutz, Heller & Loeb . 


Katzman has pur- 
Story of Love,” 


Producer Sam 
chased “Teenage 
song co-penned by Johnny Des- 
mond and Johnny Lang, for his 
Columbia pic, “Teenage Story” 

Rhonda Fleming's next aie n will 


Royalties from the Queen's record- 
ed Christmas message to the Com- 
monwealth, released on the HMV 
label, will go te charities nomi- 
nated by her . Music publisher 















— a oo tagged “Rhonda-Vous.’ 
Th OF THE Chicago 
e WEEK | Gene Pringle orch into the 
Flame, Duluth, for location start- 


ing March 31... Carl Sands orch 


takes up at the Milford Ballroom 
June 17 and stays through Oct. 19 
Anita O’Day returns to Mist 


Kelly's April 7 for three rounds 
. Gene Krupa’s foursome has a 
June 2 opener at the Embers, Ft 
Wayne... Hal Otis trio has a four- 
weeker set, as of April 1. in the 
Tree Room of Belden-Strat! rd 
Hotel... Marian McPartland has a 
| midwest itinerary for the spring 
She takes her trio to the Embers 
in Evansville May 5, the Brass Rail 
May 19, t Con 


jin Milwaukee Maj 9, the : 
gress Hotel in St. Louis May 28 
and the Embers in Ft. Wayne June 
er 


. Jack Teagarden band does 


RICHARD 
BARRETT 


a one-nighter March 2 in t f 

house at Villa Park, Ill... Chi an- 
nouncer Ken Nordine titled the 
sequel to his “Word Jazz” album 


“Son of Word Jazz,” which Dot has 
released Backgrounding Nordine 
is a sextet headed by Fred Katz, 
Chico Hamilton's cellist 


K 12616 








San Francisco 


Mary Kaye Trio returns to F 
Il March 26... Jimmie Rodgers 


iCK § 





























| booked into the Fairmont’s Vene- 

i 
|| The First 4 R’n’R Masters made by 
| . 
| Pat Ballard for His Beekman and 
| Hop Record Labels Have Been Sold. 
| 6 More in the Works. 
I 
lf °o——. 
. 

Suite 900, 
— 
| | 1650 B’way, New York 19 
{ | a 
H P. S. Songwriters—I have a nice, large catalogue of my own songs 
| i to record. Please, no manuscripts! 
i= 








for concert night of March 21.. 
Alan Freed coming to Mosque with 
a big rock ’n’ roller May 

Larry Faith orch picked up again 
Horizon Room, which has 


tian Room for a fortnight in June) 
. Charley Stern points out he’s | 
an AFM-licensed booking agent 
ind has a mid-March date for Earl 
(Fatha) Hines and Gateway Singers at the 
set at the U. of San Francisco ...}| gone straight through the winter 
Bobby Freeman (“Do You Want to for the first time in years. 
Dance") did a r&r jamboree in Oak-| Vogue Terrace has renewed options 
ind Auditorium yesterday (Tues.)| of Los Latinos and Everett Neill 
Jazz critic Ralph J. Gleason’! bands into June. 
named to the advisory board of the 
Newport Jazz Festival . . Kid | 
Ory’s band will replace Turk “Mur- | 
phy at Easy Street at the end of] 
April when latter group goes east} 
Billy Taylor Trio opened yes- 
erday (Tues.) at the Blackhawk... 











Disk Jockeys 


mms Continued from page 57 








istration. Sessions begin in the 


Dave Brubeck’s bassist, Norm : 
Bates, joined the Jack Ross combo| Muehlebach Grand Ballroom Sat- | 
at the Fairmiont’s Tonga Room...| urday morning with breakfast with | 


welcoming remarks by Storz and 
Mayor Roe Bartle, and a talk by 
Martin Block, of WABC, N.Y. 

The Saturday afternoon session 
| will have a talk by 
strong, chief of WHB, Storz K.C. 
outlet followed by panel sessions. 


Foldup of the Macumba washed 
yut Earl Bostic’s date there 

Johnny Mathis cleaned up in a se- 
Northern California one- 
hters before opening at the 


ries of 


Philadelphia They will cover: “Ingredients in 
Four Freshmen into the Red Hill | Today s ‘Formula’ Radio”; In- 
|creasing Income and (Prestige 


Inn tl ekend Jeri South- 
ern and Marvin Rainwater skedded 
for the Erie Social Club March 8-9, 
Charlie Gracie next 
weekend Les Elgart plays Sun- | 
nybrook, Pottstown, Saturday (8) | 


Y hes Through Related Outside Activi- 
ties”; “Interviews on 
Good or Bad?”; “Is the Main Req- 
uisite of the Deejay Today the Abil- 
ity to Count Up to 40?”; “Can AIl- 

Jackie Lee has switched from | bum Music Bring the Deejay Lis- 
Coral to ABC-Paramount. . . Oscar | teners?”; “Are National Trade Pa- 
Dumont Quintet at the Carousel,| per Musig Surveys Current? Ac- 
in Jer ey March 4-9 . Vocalist | curate?, ” 


Eddie Dano ylanning to remain in . : 

California ; Warren B a in] Grand affair of the meet will be 

Palleteen. bandsman and guitarist,|the banquet and “dream show” 

yut of action for a year due to| Saturday evening with a score or 

heart attack, has formed new six-| more of record companies repre- 
sented in the talent lineup. 


followed by 


piece combo . Marnel Distribu- 
tors, headed by Ted Kellem, ap- 
pointed local reps for United Art- 
ists Records ... Ink Spots current 
at Sciolla’s . Jeri Southern 
ypens at Celebrity Room tomorrow | 


with a talk by Texas radio chain 
owner Gordon McLendon, and a 
series of five panels. These include: 
“What the Deejay Can Do for the 


Thurs Joe Martin, former)‘ . 
irector of the eastern division of | National Advertiser at the Local 
Mercury Records, named v.p. and| Level; and What the Timebuyer 


Looks for in a Buying Market”; 
“Has the TV Jockey Hurt or 
Helped the Radio Jockey?”; “How 
. Can the Deejay Maintain His In- 
a mone Cy it thel | dividuality Within the Framework 
third stand fit ‘the Terrace Grilt| Of Conformity Required by Man- 
when they open March 14, follow-| — = iad nore Is the Divid- 
ing Cirme Rimac’s Revue. . jing Line Between Country Music, 
Xavier Cugat crew in from New | Rock and Roll, and Pop?”; and 
York via plane to play a one-night- ‘New Programming Ideas.” It 
inde-| Winds after luncheon Sunday. 


handising director of Dave 


Miller’s Somerset Records, 


| 


George Arm-| 


the Air— | 


Sessions resume Sunday morning | 

















Brit. Music Biz 


aaa Continued from page 59 aes 





has heard of 
Dealers, Platt 


the artists before. 
said, will order 30,- 


000 disks in advance on a U‘S. hit. 


Another facet 


| blance 


to the U.S. 


making the resem- 
more striking is 


the zoom of the jukebox industry 


jin Britain. WI 


ile a few years ago, 


| there were only a handful of boxes, 


currently there are over 10,000. 
Spots that once featured skiffle 
groups, still popular in Britain, 


have been installing the coin ma- 


chines. 

Platt is curr 
de Janeiro an 
gether with H 
lof the Cromw 
to set up new } 
there. 


ently enroute to Rio 
d Buenos Aires to- 
»wie Richmond, boss 
ell- Essex company, 
sublishing companies 
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"WHO'S SORRY NOW 


CONNIE FRANCIS on M-G-M 


| 
SENTIMENTAL OVER YOU 


KATHY LINDEN on Felsted 


op Again... 


N’ 


IDDLE on Capitol 


ARD on Liberty 
MUSIC, inc. 














THE MON 


MY 


PARAMOUNT 





EY RECORD BY 


THE 
BS 


LOVE 


LOVES ME 


On EPIC RECORDS 


lhe ae) ite) F-Rilel.| 

















er at Dominican Republic 
pendence day party at Hotel Mueh- 
lebach Feb. 27. Crew got 
time, but Cugie’s plane was a bit} 
late Naomi Stevens chirping | * 
at Tower Club, Hot Springs, and 
held over for a fortnight. Thea | * 
she’s due at Twin Trees, Dallas| * 
opening, March 8 * 
as - 
Pittsburgh : 
Walt Harper combo goes into| « 
Janas Lounge for four weeks to-| 4 
morrow (Wed Joe Catizone, | x 
trumpet player in Nixon Theatre| x& 
orch, hit the jackpot. He sold three x 
pop. tu lyrics by Florence | y 
MeWher rtor, to Mills Musie and 
three trumpet solos to Leeds se * 
Count Basie plays a one-nighter at * 
Carnegie Music Hall March 12...|* 
Aetie ‘Arnell band booked for all 
July at Melody Mill Ballroom in | 
C hicago Duquesne U Tambur- | 
ins giving their annual concert 745 Fifth Ave. 203 N. Wabash Ave. 
t Syria Mosque March 16. Mu- New York 22, N.Y. Chicago, tit, 
Sicilian Nick Lomakin and ‘nitery Phone: Phone: 
wner Lenny Litman bringing Four PLaza 9-4600 CEntral 6-9451 
Freshmen to Carnegie Music Hall 





in on| RAK KKK KARR KK REAR ARKH RRRRKERKKEKE 


BERNIE NEROW 


TRIO 
Currently EMBERS, NEW YORK 


March 4—DAVE GARROWAY SHOW 
Starting March 17—THEATRICAL LOUNGE, Cleveland 
And From April 9—TROPICANA, Las Vegas 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION, 


JOB GLASER, Pres. 


407 Lincoln Rd. 
Miami Beach, Fla. 
Phone: 
JEfferson 6-0383 


ecco eee ee eee rere. 


8619 Sunset Bivd. 
H‘wood 46, Calif. 


Phone: 
OLympia 2-9940 
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Montreal Getting a Regal Preview 7 NEW TREND: ANE 
Of Hilton-CNR $20-Mil Queen Liz SHOW-PER-TOWN 


Montreal, 
Another link in Conrad Hilton’s 
international hotel operation comes 


into effect unofficially tomorrow 
(Wed.) when three floors and 
partial dining room and other 


facilities are opened to the public 


in Montreal's newest and biggest | 


hotel, the Queen Elizabeth. 
This imposing, $20,000,000 inn 
built by Canadian National Rail-| 


ways will be managed by Hilton of 
Canada Ltd., and the official open- 
ing on April 15 shapes as typical of 
the Hilton showmanship evidenced 
in other hotels he has opened 
around the world. Special enter- 
tainers, receptions, imported and 
local celebs and politicians—plus 
Hilton in person—should get the 
QE off to a fast start. 

Main festivities for the preem 
will center around the Salle Bona- 


venture (main dining room) and 
feature Guy Lombardo and his 
orch for four days; the Los Cha- 


vales group (in for a month) and 
French-Canadian chanteuse Guy- 
laine Guy who is planing in from 
Paris just for the event. Returning 
to the norm, a regular show policy 
will be inaugurated which should 
make this particular room one of 
the major entertainment attrac- 
tions in Montreal. 

Donald M. Mumford, 
manager and v. p. of Hilton in| 
Canada, working through Music | 
Corp. of America in New York and 
the local office of May Johnson & 
Associates, has definite and tenta- 
tive bookings for the Salle Bona- 
venture into October. Jose Greco & 
Co. is slated for three weeks start- 
ing June 9; Bill Tabbert, June 30; 
Hildegarde for July 21 with Gisele 
MacKenzie, Jacqueline Francois 
and other acts still to be signed. 
Music for the room will be under 
the baton of Canadian Denny 
Vaughan, now rehearsing a 12-piece 
combo which will play in the Lom- 
bardo style, with the Louis Bannet 
trio in the relief spot. 

A La the Waldorf 

The 260-seat Bonaventure’s for- 
mat, based somewhat on the lines 
of Hilton’s Waldorf-Astoria (N. Y.), 
will present two shows nightly with 
a $2.50 cover during the week and 

(Continued on page 69) 


CHI STUDEBAKER IN 
TOP-NAME VAUDE TRIAL 


Chicago, March 4. 

Two-a-day vaude is. being 
groomed for a Chi comeback via 
a 10-week trial run _ starting 
April 6. It will relight the 1,200- 
seat Studebaker Theatre, 
since last spring. 

‘Revival is plotted by Mount 
Royal Productions, partnering 
Frank De Francis, ex-Montreal 
nitery operator; Mark Green, legit 
actor, and Paul Adonis, Chi busi- 
nessman. It’s reported that out- 
side coin augments their ante. 

New vaudery plans a top-name 
policy, but has signed no acts yet, 
although Harry Belafonte is being 
dickered. The Mount Royal group 
plans to exercise its option by the 
March 15 deadline. Redecoration 
is skedded and the house will 


— 





serve coffee and soft drinks cuffo. | 


Shows are planned for 6 and 9 p.m. 
with house scaled to a $6.60 top. 


S. F. Dim on R&R Show 


San Francisco, March 4. 

City Recreation-Park Commis- 
sion has put the kibosh on pro- 
moter Jimmy Jones’ proposal to 
rent the city’s 60,000-seat Kezar 
Stadium for a rock ’n’ roll show 
featuring Fats Domino, LaVern| 
Baker and Chuck Berry. 

Commission told Jones he'd 
have to get okay for May 17 show 
from Police Chief Frank Ahern. 
The chief, in turn, reported he 
hoped the commission would dis- 
approve Jones’ application because 
“it would be difficult to handle the 





“ crowds and they might get out of 


hand.” 
Jones is appealing to Ahern, but 
its’ doubtful police chief will 


change his mind, 


March 4. +4 


dark | 





Monte, ‘Money’ & Motel 


Pittsburgh, March 4 

Rather than have an unhap- 
py headliner on its hand, Town 
Motel here decided to tear up 
its contract with Lou Monte 
for week of April 7, when that 
spot will inaugurate regular 
floorshows for the spring and 
Summer. 

George Claire, local agent 
who handles Town House ac- 
count, had signed an agree- 
ment to deliver Monte at $750, 
but when the singer’s new 
waxing of “Lazy Money” start- 
ed to climb, he decided that 
kind of dough was too lazy for 
him and wanted double that 
amount to fulfill the commit- 
ment, 

Small capacity of Towu.Hall 
makes a $1,500 attraction pro- 
hibitive. but rather than hold 
Monte .o his original price, 
Claire decided to drop the 
__whole matter. 


Birdland's Levy 


Leases Versailles 
For Jazz Setup 


Morris’ Levy, part owner of the 
Birdland and prexy of Roulette 
Records, has leased the defunct 
Versailles, N. Y., from former op- 
erators Nick Prounis & Arnold 
| Rossfield. Levy plans to preem the 
spot as a jazz room labeled the 
Round Table. After a new decor, 
room will open some time in April. 
| Policy calls for jazz groups to be 
headed by pianists. Joey Bushkin 
fronting a quartet will be the first 
turn in. Mal Braveman will han- 
dle the publicity. 











Several groups at various times | 


have put in bids for the 

sailles. Jerry Brooks, one of the 
operators of the Capri Hotel, Ha- 
, Vana, and the Luau, Miami Beach, | 

had wanted to lease the spot for a 
Polynesian type eatery. There had 
| been several prior offers to make 
the spot into a jazz room, but ap- 
| parently Prounis & Rossfield still 
entertained hopes of opening the 
spot. 

The Versailles closed several 
years ago after the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue hit the spot with a 
| $350,000 tax bill. This was -based 
on a ruling that the cafe should 
have collected the 20% cabaret 
tax on many of the dinner checks 
which the management felt didn’t 
come under the tax since checks 
were paid prior to the start of the 
| entertainment. The Versailles said 
it had obtained one ruling that 
such a modus operandi would be 
okay, but in the final determina- 
, tion it was ruled that the inanage- 
;ment was responsible for the un- 
| collected coin. Prounis & Ross- 
field had hoped to make a tax deal 
with the miscellaneous tax divi- 
sion of the Government, but was 
unsuccessful. 


SHOW BUS TO START 
| ROAD TOUR FOR LINE 


Planes, trains and 
hitherto inaugurated 
, With fullscale shows. The Trail- 
» vays lines, however, will be the 
first bus to inaugurate a new ser- 
| Vice with an entertainment troupe 
{on board. Line will start a New 
York to Atlanta run from March 
13, with* stops along the line in 
major cities for greetings by city 
officials and business organiza- 
tions. 

Heading the show will be Toby 
Deane and a dixieland band. Other 
gimmicks will be hi-fi music for 
the lull periods, buffet snacks and 
uniformed hostesses, 





ships have 
new runs 





By JOE COHEN 


The ice show field is working to- 
ward a goal that will make vir- 
tually every city a one-show town. 
Already the number of two-shows- 
a-year cities is on the wane, and 
at the lowest point in the history of 
the blades displays. It’s seen that 
within a few vears, with very few 
exceptions, each city will get only 
' one show a season. 

This situation is made possible 
by the elimination of one major 
show, plus a working agreement 
between “Ice Capades” and “Holi- 
day on Ice” in which the second 
company of “Capades” and “Hodi- 
day” divided certain areas, and at 
the same time, would poo] equip- 
ment in towns where there were 
no permanent ice arenas. 

The elimination of the Arthur M 
Wirtz “Hollywood Ice Revue” was 
the first major step that made pos- 
sible an equitable division of ter- 


ritory, inasmuch as the other 
shows remaining took the view 
that continuing to hit any given 


town for as many as three times 
a year, by as many shows, was mu- 
tually harmful. Withdrawal of 
the Wirtz show paved the way for 
total elimination of the third icer 
|in any city. 

There was always a high degree 
of cooperation between all the 
major ice shows. Schedule-makers 
took great pains to space shows 
equitably in every territory. How- 
ever, it has been found that with 
few exceptions, the first show in 
any city got the major share of 
th. loot. 

The item that really made pos- 
sible the goal of one show a year 
was the division of territory be- 
tween “Capades” and “Holiday.” 
Presently, there are two companies 
of of “Capades” and one each of 
“Holiday” and “Ice Follies.” There 
had been plans for a third com- 
pany of “Capades” but that was 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Chez Paree, Chi, Mulls 





Lent Shutdown; Faces — 
Famine of Top Names 


Chicago, March 4. 

Chez Paree is “seriously consid- | 
ering” shuttering for the remain- | 
der of Lent after the Sammy Davis 
Jr, bowout March 17. It would be 
the first Lent darkening for the 
nitery in its 25-year history, al- 
though the club has shuttered sev- 
eral times in pre-Xmas lulls. 

Situation accents the plight of 
the Chez and its counterparts else- 
where faced with an_ ever-con- 
stricting pool of top names to draw 
from. Chi spot hasn’t a show inked | 
after Davis, with booker Dave 
Halper said to be dickering fran- 
tically with other topliners. Cur- 
rent recession is tabbed as a co- 
villain, and has prompted Chez to 
do some price reshuffling. It re- 
cently incepted a $6.85 per pack- 
age applicable io groups of 20 or} 
more, the bargain tariff covering a | 
steak dinner, all taxes and tips. | 

If the club does hiatus, plan is 
to reopen April 15 or thereabouts. 





STEELE FLY-SHY 





Sails to S. Africa And Stands To 
| Lose 28G 
London, March 4. 

Britain's ace rock ‘n’ roll warb- 
ler, Tommy Steele, cancelled his 
arrangements to fly to South 
Africa for a vaude tour and instead 
sailed for the S. A. last week (24) 
Reason for change of plan was 
Steele's reluctance to fly following 
the Munich plane disaster in which 
star footballers and sports writers 
were killed or injured. 

Steele insists. that he is not 
scared of flying but realizes that 
he has commitments to others. His 
decision, which necessitates drastic 
cutting down in the length of his 
S. A. tour, will cost the star about | 
$28,000. Steele also proposes a nix | 
on flying for a subsequent whirl 

| around Scandinavia, ’ 


| pires, 





Stee Pier's Two- Way Stretch: 
Exclusivity on Acts, Disker Load 





Nassau’s Emerald Beach 
Cuns Convention Trade 


The Emerald Beach Hotel, Nas- 
sau is going after an increased 
slice of convention biz, with hopes 
that the bulk of the group trade 
will come from the U. S. Inn has 


started building an additional 300 
rooms and recently completed a 
corfab hall with accommodations 
for 600. 

Wesley T. Keenan, manager of 
the Greenbrier, White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va., is the manager of 
the Emerald Beach. The Green- 
brier is one of the top convention 
hetels. The — ‘ald Beach Hotel 
is booked by James J. Grady out of 
New York 


Paris Vs. Romania: 
Walters N.Y. Site 


Annoys Silverman 


A lively argument on 
tion is developing between two 
Broadway cafes. Lou Walters, who 
plans to open the Cafe de Paris on | 
Broadway, holds that competition, 
no matter how close, is healthy— 
and the more the better. Jack 
Silverman, who already operates 
the Old Romanian in the Arcadia 
Ballroom Bidg., where Walters 
plans to locate takes the view that 
he likes competition, but net so 
close. He would prefer to have his 
opposition far away—and the far- 
ther the better 

Silverman pointed out that when 
he first signed a 14-year lease on 
that site, there was not even the 
remotest though that the Arcadia 
Ballroom, where Walters will 
locate, was on the way out Asa 


competi 


|result, the lessors included a clause 


which would prevent Silverman 
|from enlarging his dancefloor from 
specified proportions, to protect 
that ballroom. The lessors gave 
him no such protection from an- 
other nitery in the building 

The situation is expected to come 


ito a head in April when Walters’ 


option on the Arcadia Ballroom ex- 
or Walters formally signs a 
lease. 

Walters has long contended that 
the more niteries in any given 
area, the healthier for cafe trade 
At one time, when he operated the 
Latin Quarter, the Royal Roost 


|cafe was in the basement of that 


building. Walters has stated that 
he will start work on the renova- 
tion of the Arcadia Ballroom in 
April, shortly after he closes his 
Miami Beach Cafe de Paris. 


MASS. COPS RAID. 
LEGION STRIP SOIREE, 


Fairhaven, Mass., March 4 

State police stoppel the show at 
American Legion headquarters 
raiding a club date Thursday (27 
and arresting three exotics, the 
emcee and an agent. It was the 
second state police raid against 
strippers within three weeks. Pre- 
viously, the _ state gendarmes 
swooped down on a Lowell nitery 

The five arrested were charged 
with participating in an indecent 
performance. An audience of 350 
left hurriedly. In New Bedford dis- 





trict court, Alice M. Sullivan, 32 
Boston; Ruth McElroy, 35, Attle- 
boro, and Gloria J. Artesani, 26 
Newton, were found guilty on 


charges of participating in an im- 
moral show and giving false names 
to police. 

Charles Abbott, 58, of Boston, 
was found guilty on a charge of 
being involved in the show, and 
Robert E. Dexter, Fairhaven, with 
being the show's agent. 

The dancers and emcee had 
their cases continued. Dexter paid 
a $100 fine. 


— 


Atlantic City’s Steel 


Pier is go- 
ing in for a new look, not only in 
booking concepts but in formats as 
well One of the last strongholds 


of resort vaudeville, this operation, 
Hamid, prexy 
and booked by Al 


difficult 


owned by George A 
of GAC-Hamid 
Rickard, has set 
for itself 

Rickard is 
30-day clause in his 
seeking an exclusivity in the area 
of Atlantic City. He has forbidden 
acts to to play either Philadelphia 
or Wildwood in front of the Atlan- 
tic City daté, and for 14 days af- 
terward. Rickard regards the va- 
rious Wildwood and 
and Philadelphia as natural oppo- 
sition 

Pier takes the view 
an extensive advertising budget to 
plug its shows in such towns as 
Wildwood, Philadelphia, Lancas- 
ter, Baltimore, Reading and else- 
where In addition, it invests in 
about 150 24-sheets. Thus if any 
spot plavs the attractions before 
and/or immediately aft, the act, 
for which it must pay top coin, 
loses its maximum effectiveness 
The booking problem is thus made 
more difficult in this respect. An- 
other factor, according to Rickard, 
is that once having put on a cam- 
paign to sell an act and a show, 
the pier cannot afford sudden can- 
cellations after a potful of money 


oul a 
chore 
not 


only banning a 


pacts but is 


hiteries in 


that it uses 


has gone out in exploiting the 
names 

Steel Pier is thus reviving the 
exclusivity factor which has long 


passed into disuse because of the 
scarcity of top names. The, ex- 
clusivity clause used to be stand- 
ard in the old days in vaude, and 
applied not only to the time period 
in which an act could play an area 
but included a radius of a given 
number of mile; 

The Pier wil. also seek a new 
look in its boohing. The bills will 
comprise a pile-up of disk names, 
with several on each bill. They 
will attempt to get headliners as 
well. There will be a2 minimum of 
standup comics, and the house will 
eliminate emcees in favor of off- 
stage announcements. The nine- 
piece band will be augmented and 
moved up on stage. The cost of 
booking shows will increase con- 
siderably under the new format, 
Rickard says. 


BORSCHT BELT GETS 
AN ITALIAN ACCENT 


A new talent area is in the mak- 
ing 





The Italian-Americans are es- 
tablishing the pizza version of the 
borscht belt. Leader in this move- 
ment, the Acra Manor, Acra, N. Y., 


located in the Catskills near Al- 
bany, has booked a season of 
names. The talent doesn't have to 


be Italian, but it might help. 


Already set for the lasagna lati- 
tudes are Jody Sands, going in July 
15. Jerry Vale has also been pact- 
ed for a full week, and deals are 
in the making for George Liberace 
and George Hamilton IV. 

Acra Manor is attempting to con- 
centrate on disk names inasmuch 
as clientele consists largely of the 


younger Italians. Season, for which 
most acts are already lined up, 
lasts six weeks. Operators are 
Frank & Val Fete 


aie $ Soiree’ Cast 


Arthur Lesser’s hard - ticket 
vauder “Initernational Soire,” 
opening at the Bijou Theatre, 
N. Y next Wednesday (12), has 


completed its cast. Layout is head- 
ed by Patachou and will comprise 
George Lafaye & Co.; Cornelis, a 
Belgian pantomimist; Caracolillo & 


Maria Rosa, Spanish dancers: gui- 
tarist Rogelio Reguera, and ac- 
cordionist Jo Basile 

Layout opened for a week in 


' Boston on Monday (3). 
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In Philly, Stay at Hotel and See 
Everything Via Closed-Circuit TV 


Philadelphia, March 4. # 


44 


4 dite bid for convention 
b the Sheraton Hotel 
e is being made with a closed- 


t video setup which will en- 


circt 


able guests to receive confabs as 
well as outside events through the 
revular television sets in their 
own room A studio within the 
hotel will stari beaming live pro- 
gra everal hours a day cover- 
ing meetings in the inns, banquets, 
and il! even project commercials 
ail tising various services within 
the i +]. events and anything else 
the ‘ ould like to bring to 
the ! ym of its guest 
N up has been made pos- 
e use of the new five- 
pe camera developed by Gen- 
‘ I mn Labs Complete in- 
tall including the connection 
of a nnel‘amplifier and a mod- 
ulat o the hotel’s master an- 
tenna tem, is expected to be 
completed b March 15 
Hote oints out that daily tele- 
cast revardiess of what conven- 
tio ire booked, are being con- 
sidered It's pointed out that 
{ ing to be awakened at 
a given hour have only to leave 
their television’ sets on at channel 
| For conventions, or meetings, 
delegates will be given latest in- 
structions and daily schedules, In 
the evenings, the inn will telecast 
the music from its Cafe Careme, 
or interviews from the lobby. Most 
of the commewcials will stress its 
own dining room or various civic 
events 
4 soundproof glass-enclosed stu- 
dio has been built on the third 
floor of the hotel, and overlooks 
the stage of the grand ballroom. 


Control unit requires one operator 


only Hotel's general manager, 
Lloyd Carswell, stated that the en- 
tire installation has been com- 
pleted for $10,000 and if experi- 
ment proves successful, will be ex- 
tended to other units of the 45- 
hotel chain 





Ice Review 











Sleeping Beauty on Ice 
(EMPIRE, GLASGOW) 
Glasgow, Feb. 20 


T¢ irnold, in association with 
Holiday on Ice, presentation, with 
Luci Gaye, Erica Batchelor, Jean 
Colquhoun, Hamilton Brown, Roy 
River The Eskimos (3), The Char- 
ladik 3); choreography, Beatrice 
Lin costumes, Anthony Hol 


land or. Edward Delaney; book 
& | Maurice Cowan; staged by 
Lo rber. At Empire Theatre, 
Gla Feb. 17, °58; $1.20 top. 
\ cast of over fifty trained skat- 
e backed by colorful sets, glide 
acro ice-packed stage of this 
vaudery to bring to life the old 
fair arn of the Sleeping Beauty. 
Blade work is. good, and story, 
tho familiar, comes over pleas- 
antly enough, even if appeal ot ice 
show hereabouts is not as high 
as once it Was. 
wille Gaye, established Eng- 
lish comedienne, is a comical, 
loose-limbed Martha, Queen of Co- 
ronia, and seores in eccentric ami- 
able comicalities Distaffer | is 
standout of company F 
Erica Batchelor, British ice-skat- 
ing champion, recently turned pro- | 
fessional, has requisite dash as 
Prince Forthright, the principal 
bos Shapely distaffer is gradu- 
ate of U. S. high school, having 
toured the States with her ice- 


skating parents some years back). 
slonde Jean Colquhoun fits pret- 
iily into tille part of Princess Beau- 


ty, and shows more _ skating 
prow ess 

Hamilton Brown offers comedy 
on blades, as also does Roy Riv- 


ers, who plays musical instruments 
and rides a unicycle, all on_ ice. 
More comedy bits are by the Three 
Eskimos and the Charladies trio. 
While more a spectacle than a 
production with impact, show nev- 
ertheless has streng appeal to 
moppets, and the 13 scenes are 
brightly devised for diversion of 
eye and ear. Gord. 


WMA's Bigger Chi Qtrs. 
Chicago, March 4. 

William Moriis Agency's office 
here is switching to larger quarters 
in Tribune Tower April 1. Agency 
will take over the entire 28th floor, 
formerly occupied by the Al Paul 
Lefton ad shop. 

Morris office now moors in Palm- 
olive Bldg., nearly a mile north 
of the Trib home. 





Oregon Centennial Names 


Roy W. Smith as Biz Mgr. 


Portland, Ore., March 4 
Ray W. Smith of Hollywood has 
been hired as business manager of 
the 1959 Oregon Centennial. The 
Centennial Commission retained 
the top exposition executive to han- 


dle concessions, exhibits and ad- 
missions Post pays $1,000 pet 
month with Smith getting a piece 


of all advanee admish ducats sold 

It's anticipated that admissions 
will bring in $3,000,000, exhibits 
$1,250,000, and concessions $250,- 
000 Floyd Maxwell heads the 
Commission, which will book nu 
merous stageshows, aquacades 
individual acts. 


Foot in Door For 
Racing in Mass. 


Boston, March 4. 
A proposal looking toward a 
study of operations of Massachu- 
setts fairs was clobbered at a legis- 


| lative committee hearing last week 


by former Sen. Daniel Rudsten o/ 
Mattapan. He opposed Gov. Foster 
Furcolo’s bill that would give the 
state agriculture commissioner au- 
thority to permit racing at agricul- 
tural fairs that have been in exist- 
ence three years and criticized the 
proposal for study of operations of 
fairs, 

Some fairs are set up as “paper 
fairs,” he said, “ostensibly for agri- 
cultural promotions, but really for 
racing profits. He said that “racing 
syndicates are moving into the fair 
circuit,” and “I predict there will 
be a full scale racing war in New 
England if we permit ‘paper fairs’ 
to engage in racing.” 

At the hearing, former Sen. Jo- 
seph L. Murphy of Dorchester, gen- 


eral manager of the Berkshire 
County Fair, charged a_ proposal 


by the state Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion was designed to “kill the Han- 
cock fair.” 

He said, “Let's bring this all out 
in the open. This bill is designed 
to perpetuate the racing monopoly 
of Edward Carroll at the Great 
Barrington Fair.” 

At another hearing, Clarence F 
King, representing Wonderland 
dog track, opposed a bill that would 
increase the legal limit on horse- 
racing in the state from 90 to 140 
days a year. He said this could 
lead to “war” in conflict with dates 
among other horse tracks in the 
New England area and conflict with 
dog racing dates. 





Glasgow’s Ist ‘Liz Show’ 
At $75 Tab; Panel Gets 
‘Hot’ Jobh—Picking Acts 


Glasgow, March 4 


Top-price seats at Scotland's 
first Royal Variety Performance 
at Alhambra Theatre here July 3 


are likely to cost $75 each. Tickets 
will range from that figure down 
to $15. 

Special arrangements are being 
made for donation tickets. A\l- 
ready, some donors have given as 
much as $150 and more for one 
seat. 

Organizers are aiming at a $60,- 
000 target for the Scottish Thea- 
trical & Variety Artistes’ Bene- 
volent Fund. Queen Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Edinburgh will grace 
the show from a Royal box 

Not yet announced whether any 
American acts will be included, and 
controversy still rages on this topic 

Committee which will choose the 
acts for the Queen's approval is 
now named. It is headed by Alex 
Frutin, local theatre owner and 
president of the Fund; Johnny Hall, 
Fund's vicepresident, and Stewart 
Cruikshank, boss of Howard & 
Wyndham Ltd., which owns the Al- 
hambra. Cooperating are vaude 
agent John S. MacDonald and mu- 
sic publisher Mozart Allan, both of 
Glasgow. 


ind 








Want Up Panto Babes Pay 


| 
| 
| 














Glasgow, March 4. 

A substantial revision of mini- 
mum salary and rehearsal salary in 
contracts for chorines in premier 
class pantomimes was urged here 
by annual meeting of Scot section, 
sritish Actors’ Equity Assn 

Meeting also called for elimina- 
tion of the “local chorister” clause 
in contracts, an agreement whereby 
local may be paid 
than recruits from London 


other centers 


Parnell Gets Nod 
For London Hipp 
Theatre-Eatery 


March 4 
Fit hea surmounted 

when Val Parnell successfully ap- 

plied to the Westminster Licensing 


chorine 


and 


London 


lache was 


Sessions for a provisional full and 
suppertime license for his forth- 
comil London Hippodrome proj- 
ect. Hippodrome, skedded to be 
unveiled as a theatre-restaurant in 
midsummer, will stage two one- 
hour shows, at 9:30 p.m and mid- 
night. Specialty acts and a dancing 
period will follow 

With an eye to deadheads, “no 
meal, no show” will be the Hippo- 
drome policy. About 420 patrons 
will be able to take a full meal on 
the ground floor for $5.25. The 
other 200 customers with lighter 


appetites or pocketbooks can have 


a more frugal meal in the balcony 
for $3.85. The Pigalle is already 
well established with its restaurant- 


floorshow, but the Hippodrome will 
the first West End theatre-res- 
since the Casino reverted 
o a theatre 12 years ago 

Parnell considers that the Hippo- 
drome will provide something 4dif- 


be 
taurant 


fereit in the theatre and fulfill a 
need in view of ¢v developments 
It will also help to keep alive a 


deville branch of the theatre.” 


va 


Advance Dates 


Perk Act Agcy. Biz 


Talent agencies are hitting an 
unexpected upbeat in the sale of 
noderate priced talent for dates 
eas far away as December. Agencies 
are approaching niteries on the 
basis that for the price being 
quoted, they are excellent buys. 

For example, Music Corp. of 
America sold Ted Lewis on a 
three-time deal to the Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky. 
He goes into that spot on three 
stands, last one of which is down 
for Dec. 5. Nelson Eddy is also 
being booked for several stands 
long in advance. He’s lined up for 
the Horizon Room, Pittsburgh, 
Sept. 15. Pompoff & Thedy are set 
for the latter spot in November, 
ind Alan King is inked for the 
Reverly in October. Beverly is set 
for the rest of the year with the 


exception of one show in Decem- | 
be | 


Not all performers can be sold | 
on that basis. Names, of course 
can always be sold, but there must 
be some gimmick to get the mod- 
erate priced acts signed up so far 
Generally, it’s price that’s 
the wedge for bookings so far in 
advance. Agencies as well as acts 
see the advantage of lining up a 
consecutive route, and the nitery 
can proceed to advertise names on 


ahead 


less | 


Sez Personal Mers., Agents ‘Get Lost’ 


After Deal Is Sealed at Mont’! Spot 


Montreal. 





Jerry Lewis to Tee Off 
| K€’s Starlight Season 


} Kansas City, March 4. 
Starlight Theatre will open the 
outdoor season in Swope Park 
with Jerry Lewis bringing in a 
| package show for a week’s stand 
[peters June 9. This follows a 
| 


pattern set last year when 
Liberace opened the season with a 

preceding the 
locally produced 


package 
schedule 
musicals. 
Lewis w 
round out 
to be 


Snow, 
of 10 
ill bring several acts to 
known later, ac- 
cording to W. M. Symon, business 
manager, who said last week the 
contract is signed. Likewise, the 
season’s schedule of musicals is to 
be announced shortly. 


are made 


Onward & Upward 
With Ak-Sar-Ben’s 
1958 Star Bills 


Omaha, March 4 
Ak-Sar-Ben, local civic org, last 
week announced it has set its 1958 
shows for members, who get to see 
| five revues for dree in exchange 
for their $10 annual dues..Org has 
about 21,000 members, which 
means shows must play a minimum 

of two days so all can see ‘em 
Opening show May 26-27, set 
through Music Corp. of America 
and Chicago's. Floyd Shaw, 
Harry James orch and Brenda Lee. 
On July 8-9, following the Ak- 





| 


stars 


Sar-Ben Races, Shaw has booked 
Marguerite Piazza plus Pryde & 
Day, Daro & Corda and a local 
/orch. Omahan Don Romeo inked 
Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats also 
for this. 

Julius LaRosa will top an Aug. 
5-6 show that also includes Evers 
& Dolorez, Johnny Bachemin and 
Benny Meroff & McLaughlin. To 


all these shows, members may take 
one guest 

Circus-type revues are slated by 
Ernie (GAC-Hamid) Young on July 
21-23 and either Romeo or Barnes 
& Carruthers in August. For these, 
members can take up to three kids 
of 16 and under. August dates are 
still pending upon setting Ringling 
Bros. Circus later that month in a 
2-for-1 arrangement in which Ak 
members can buy half-rate tickets 
while public is also admitted. 

Also signed for this year are the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police as 
features of the World Champion- 
ship Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo, Sept. 19- 
27, and “Ice Capades,” March 24- 
30 


Latin Casino (3 Weeks), 
Frisco Pair (For Good) 


Philadelphia, March4. 
Latin Casino, flagship of 
niteries, which added the 
unorthodox December - February 
closings last year to its summer 
shuttering, now follows with an 
extra-added three-week layoff, 
March 17-April 7. | 

“If we can’t get suitable attrac- | 
tions for our trade,” declared co- 


The 
Philly 


the basis of firm deals. }owner David Dushoff, we close 
Until recently, advance dates to; down.” Mickey Shaughnessy and | 


cover the generally slack summer 
period were pushed. Hor'ever, of 
late, the agencies have gone far 
beyond the 
up advance stands. 


Richiardi Heads Bill 
At Atlanta Boat Show 


Atlanta, March 4. 
Boat & Sports Show opened Fri- 
day (28) at Municipal Auditorium 
for 10-day run."Stageshow is head- 
ed by magician Richiardi Jr., 





backed up by the Four Voices, the | 


Flying Ivanovs, Keith Killinger’s 
Show Boat Band and emcee Bill 
Brown 


Show is sponsored by Atlanta 
Marine Trade Assn. 
for adults, 50c for children. 


| 


hot months in lining } 


Tony Arden will be the headliners 
when the club reopens. 


San Francisco, March 4. 

The Jazz Showcase, lawyer Dave 
Glickman's experiment in a non- 
| alcoholic night club catering to 
| teenagers, has folded. 
| Nitery opened only last summer, 
| quickly went to weekends-only op- 
'eration despite hefty doses of 
|flackery, and closed for good 
| Shortly after it got a feature lay- 
out in a national mag (Look). 

Macumba, a Frisco nitery ,has 
shuttered with debts of more than| 
$4,000. 
| One of the principal owners was 
Don Barksdale, ex-UCLA and pre | 





i Oakland deejay. 


the package, but these | 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Variety is the voice of show 
business. I know of no better media 
| through which to voice some dis- 
jturbing views. 
| On and off, for more than 25 
| years, the writer has handled night 
club publicity. However, it has 
only been during the past two 
;months that I have had the com- 


plete responsibility for buying tale, 


handling all advertising, 
publicity and exploitation for the 
| Embassy Room here. During this 
'brief period I have been appalled 
at the complete lack of coordina- 
tion and cooperation between per- 
sonal managers and booking agen- 
cies with the buyers of talent. 

My own impression has been 
that none of those who slice up the 
artist’s melon is the least bit in- 
terested in merchandising the act. 
The procedure has been that we 
buy an act through a local agent, 
and in due course we receive a 
package of photos, which in many 
cases were never intended for re- 
production purposes. Sometimes 
we receive a biography that is out- 
dated by five years or more. There 
are times we receive no biography 
and photos are not identified. 

Blackout on Material 

No personal manager or talent 
agency hss ever bothered to com- 
municate with us after we have 
bought an act to give us back- 
ground material, suggestions for 
features, column fillers, table tents, 
menu clip-ons or any of the 1,001 
gimmicks which can help the house 
merchandise an act. 

I do not expect anyone else to do 
my work, but I do expect a cer- 
tain amount of cooperation in an 
etfort to promote the manager or 
agency's act. 

We recently had a highly sue- 
cessful act play the room and it 
was only after the artist was in 
several days that we learned a 
new record had just been released 
in the States. The distributor in 
Canada had no knowledge of the 
release or of the fact that the act 
was recording for their firm. We 
had to pressure the distributor to 
get sample records for the local 
disk’ jockeys. These recordings 
received heavy play. However, we 
lost a full week’s exploitation be- 
cause someone neglected to coor- 
dinate the merchandising. Inci- 
dentally, after more than thtee 
weeks in the house the act has not 
yet been contacted by representa- 
tives of the record distributors. 

One highly respected New York 
personal manager recently told us 
that he would be happy to supply 
any information we requested. 
However, we did not know the act 
had a personal manager until after 
the first week of an original two- 
week engagement was over. 

Perhaps we are just a little bit 
naive about the whole business, 


ent and 


om it seems to us that somewhere 


down the line some of the eager 


| tenpercenters should start doing a 


Nitery Foldos; Philly’ | 


little merchandising for their tal- 
ent rather than just act as a whole- 
sale distributors. 
Gus Garber. 
Director of Advertising 
and Public Relations, 
Windsor Hotel. 


Backpool Bookings | 


Blackpool, Eng., March 4. 

The Three Kaye Sisters, rising 
English harmony trio, are pacted 
for “Light Up the Town,” Tom 
Arnold-Jack Taylor revue, set for 
Hippodrome Theatre here this sum- 
mer. This means that the Hipp will 
have one of its strongest shows in 
years. Previously signed were 
Michael Holliday, Winifred Atwell, 
and the Nitwits. 

The South Pier Pavilion show, 
with Shirley Bassey, and Norman 
Evans starred, will be unaffected by 
recent fire which caused more than 
$300,000 worth of damage but left 
theatre at promenade end un- 
touched. An amusement arcade, 
cafes, bars and offices were 
destroyed. Blaze was put under 
control before the flames reached 
the theatre premises. 

The Andrea Dancers, currently 
in pantomime at Leeds, Eng., are 























Tariff is 90c | basketball player who’s now an) pacted for the George & Alfred 
Black revue at the Opera House. 


Sno Sea 
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Thank you 


JOHNNY MATHIS* 


FOR A FABULOUS ENGAGEMENT 


SRO for 20 Consecutive Nights 


GENE NORMAN 


The Crescendo 
On the Sunset Strip 
Hollywood 


PLUS 2 SOLD-OUT CONCERTS FEBRUARY 21 
PASADENA CIVIC AUDITORIUM — GROSS $14,672 


(With June Christy, The Cal Tjader Quintet and The Lancers) 





” COLUMBIA RECORDS 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 


Personal Management 


HELEN NOGA 
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Vaude, Cafe Dates 








New Yor 


D s & Reese have med tor a 

) of Catskill hotei 

f Charlie Kapp Marge 
Cameron ited for the Crescendo 
} April 30 Georges 
for the Havana Rivi- 


Cuetary ed 

{ Paul 
Americana 
Hal Lom- 
with the 


e i April 29 
Winchell itting the 
seach, July 2 


iid 
an & Playmates to tou! 


Feld Bros. rock 'n’ roll package 

Jehnny Carson to emcee Artists 
Equity Ball at the Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria March 28. Marie Ber- 
nard at the Hotel Embajador, 
Cuidad Trujillo, Dominican Re- 
public Joyce Crandall and Carl 
Conway opening at the Cafe de 
Par Miami Beach, March 11 








KEN BARRY 





HELD OVER 


CHEZ PAREE 


MONTREAL 
Mat: Stu & Will Weber, New York 











GERRI GALE 


Just Concluded 


CHASE HOTEL 
St. Louis 


Now Broadcasting 


JACK HYLTON'S TV SHOW 
LONDON 


Mgt.—MILES INGALLS, HOWARD HOYT 











clasows FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 


for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Stars” 
Biq Clean-Out Special on All 
35 Gag Files for Only $15 
Pius $1.00 Postage 


@ } Parody Bocks, Per Bk side 
@ 4 Blackout Books, Per Bk, s25@ 
@ Minstrel Budget s25e 


How to Master the Ceremonies 
$3 per Copy 
No C€.0.D's “Riways Open” 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., N.Y.C., 19 Circle 7-1130 
WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY 
Let @ Real Professional Train You 








Janine Caire opened at the Vier 
nese Lantern yesterday ‘Tue 
Yoshiko, Japanese singer, a ! 
ove! the Old New Orleans Clu 
Washington Louw Shor signed a 
entertainment director of Kutshet 
Country Club, Monticello Ruth 
Velcome to play the zither at the 
Hampshire House Fountain Roo 


Chicago 

Davis & Reese into the Elmwood 
Casino, Windsor, Ont., March 10 
for a fortnight ... Joey Bishop set 
for two frames at the Pines in Hot 
Springs, starting March 3 Jaye 
Bros, and Deep River Boys inked 
for a two-weeker at the Elmwood 
Vindsor, March 24 Group, cur- 
rent at Rancho Don Carlos, Win- 
nipeg, open April 10 for a pair at 
Berghofl's, Ft. Wayne Gene 
Shannon & Brooks Bros., plus 
Danny Costello, in for two at the 
Dallas Adolphus as of April 23 
Costello does a pair with 
Norton & Patricia at the Houston 

Crescendo, starting March 20 
Gale Robbins into the Crescendo 
March 5 for two Eddys’ in 
K.C. has Del Ray for two rounds 
opening March 7 Charmonaires 
and comic Johnny Haymer open 
there April 4, with The Sportsmen 
due in April 18. Haller & Hayden 
are set for a pair there from Ma 
3) Charley Fuqua’s Ink Spots 
start March 17 at the Embers 
Evansville, Ind. 


Hollywood 

Betty Grable makes her fi 
local nitery bow here March 19 
with a two-week booking at Frank 
Sennes’ Moulin Rouge . Sophie 
Tucker will play the Cocoanut 
Grove for two weeks March 12 
Dinah Shore will make a one-week 
stand at the Flamingo, Las Vega 
March 25 . The Lou Brown orch 
with dancers Dick Humphreys and 
Peg Leg Bates have been added to 
the Jerry Lewis bill which opens 
at the Chi Chi in Palm Sprin 
Friday (7)... Jane Froman set to 
open May 2 for four weeks at San 


Francisco's Fairmont Hotel 
Frank Sinatra into the Sands, I 
Vegas, for three weeks April 9 

Atlanta 

Monday (3) signalized opening 
of new lineups at four Atlanta 
niteries Paradise Room in 
Henry Grady Hotel is starrir 


Lane Brothers, backed up by Holly 
Sisters, with Erv Hinkle pla) 
for show and dancing and featut 
ing vocals of Sonny Morrison 
The Bachelors & Nancy Lee, here 
after an engagement at Riviera 
Hotel in Las Vegas, opened at 
Anchorage in Clermont Hotel 
Thrush Sunny Fox is spotlight 
in new show at Club Peachtree 
Which features Terry Venezia ar 
Lee Wong, Oriental dancers ; 
Bryan & Linda Peters, drumme! 














RON URBAN 





Availability: 
JACK MANDEL, 1697 Broadway, New York 
DANNY GRAHAM, 203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 





Presenting | 
Pastels | 
* 


CURRENTLY 

VARIETIES 
OF ’S8 | 
AKRON, O. 


ICE 


THANKS TO 
L. N. FLECKLES 


and | 
YUSEF KHAN GROTTO 
































CAB CALLOWAY 


Featured in PARAMOUNT'S 


“ST. LOUIS BLUES” 
SOON TO BE RELEASED 
Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 

















combo, bowed at Danny/* 
s Zebra Lounge in lobby 

of Howell H € Holdove 
lude Four Mints and Marta Dane 
refurbished 


Ss lf- 





Freeze on Ice-Burgs 








CI Hedrick’s 
Domino Lou n Imperial Hotel, ' — ——— (ontinted OO 
it rf) rt bana he , , 
’ Lu Frege ome “7 Le b abandoned, and “Holiday,” which) cial promoters in attempt to hypo 
, ore SlayS a Ds); § HUGHEU, a y, n 
i hen advance sale was about 
Piga od McConnell & Moore, at one time toured several compa-j| 212 When advance s vas u 
Freddie Martell i: $25,000 off last year and only a big 
; apr ; ~ nies in the U. S., shaved down to)”, pipienes ee i kept date from 
F ) Roo at Atlanta Biltmore closing weekenc ept date fro 
Hote one layout. Thus with only four’ peing a flop 
companies 1 with a season last- Harris’ billing continues to la- 


Dallas ir 


stay out of each other’s way. 


S er-Hilton, with Earl Wright- 
son & Lois Hunt current, follows 
t sive fortnight dates for 
Suns, Jackie Miles, Senor 
jose Greco, Corinne Cal- 
Channing and 


Three 
Wences, 
vet, Carol 


' ‘ 


gh June 25. Paul Neigh- 


g about 30 weeks, it is possible to 


“Holiday 


ternationa)|\ 


one troupe 


ar East 


* however 
currently 
on the Continent, 


Marie other in England and one in the 
MeDonald, caring fer Empire Room F 


an- 


bel his No. 2 outfit as the “all new” 
although in its second year 
around) and “big show” despite 


N- fact his No. 1 outfit will be play- 


having 


ing Omaha’s Ak-Sar-Ben, just 50 
miles away, this month (24-30). Be- 
fore his No. 2 unit began playing 
Lincoln last year, a majority of the 
No. 1 company’s biz in Omaha 


Acts WoO > : eel 

bors opens in the room June Two-show cities include came from the Lincoln trade area. 
25 for 10 weeks, while the Bob New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, sg Page SS ee 
Cross house band takes a 10-week Mil . sale this year is Detter a 

nee Lou Nelson, comic, and Milwaukee Boston chedule year’s although, they pointed out, 
singe Arlene Fontana open 13) at makers are sometimes unable to the 1957 figures were the poorest 
the Adolphu Hotel’s Century ayoid a second show in any given) in years. 


Room. Up next is Mimi Hines & 
Phil Ford, also juggler Bobby Win- 
ters, March 27; Dave Barry opens 
April 10; comedian Danny Costello 
and Jean Shannon & Brooks Bros. 
set for April 24 Herb Marti, 
singing pianist, into Statler-Hil- 
ton’s Monterrey Room indefinitely 

Bob Rogers’ combo returned 
to the 5 Cipango Club, now 
} ‘ it 


rivate 


celebrating its 11th anni Lou- 
an! set one-nighters for Woody 
Herman band. March 28, and Harry 
James, May 16 Riverlake Coun- 
try Club s the Glenn Miller 
band, with Ray McKinley, inked 
for Ma‘ 16 





Talent Agency Probe 


Continued from page 
agent acting purely on behalf of 
its clients and frequently carrying 
out the wishes of the personalities 


So os —_ 


: tickets on subsequent nights and 
it yk h lealing with buyers , ; 
. . . management had little choice ex- 
The Morri office has made it a 4 \ 7 

cept to seat them some place in 
int not to engage in any other _ 
, the house. They wanted to see the 
kit of business except that ol , , 
# show and spurned money-back of- 
representatior It has also stated > : 
aig fers. Promoters made many friends 
specifical ha is agency it 


an 
Whenever it 


ge “ ia es icaie it has done “Holiday” brass, headed by ex- 
so on behalf of the leading per- ecutive producers George and 
at the shaw. Gr tix aeomins Ruth Tyson, came to Atlanta to 

ine Thus. the Milton Study costume and set design 

Berle teleshow was owned by | metches and pe! out musical ~ 

Berle Danr Thomas owns his rangements and choreography or 

kag along with Lou next years sho N. 

Edelmat As an agency it never In addition to Tysons. those here 
ok title on any deal it con-| for Production session were John 
mmated. Top members of that | G Finley associate producer; 
‘ fe¢ it the D. of J. look- | Chester Hale, choreographer; Ken 

oesn't concern then Stevens, manager; Dolores Pallet, 
Music Cc of America is con- associate produce; Freddie Wittop 
to be tl e largest talent of- | costume designer and Ben Stabler, 

‘ i! the world Its involve-| Music orchestrator and conductor. 


ts include not only 


of talent but 


representa- 
ownership of 
enterprises, many totally | 
to shew biz. Its realty 
include buildings in New 
igo, Beverly Hills, Paris 





aur London Chairman of the 
board Jules Stein some years ago 
setup the MCA Trust Fund, con- 
trolled by the company on behalf 
( ; employees for pension funds, 


severance pay, welfare, etc | 
MCA’s tremendous diversifica- 


tion represents only a partial list 


its holdings Its most recent 
acquisiti is the pre-1948 Para- 
mount Pictures backlog which 


Management Corp 
MCA 


$50.000.000 


of America, an 
purchased for 
presumably for tele 
showings. It is the owner of Revue 
Product s I produces films 


subsidiary 


) uc lor , nic n 
for television 
NBC-TV & Kintner ‘ 

The firm had been able to get a 
ot of shows on NBC-TYV last sea- 
sol which, incidentally helped 
that network in the rating depart- 
ment. MCA is said to have agented 
Robert Kintner into the exec -vice- 
prexyship of that network after he 
resigned as prexy of ABC 
multi- | 


ake it necessary to restrict rep- 
resentation contracts to three and 


Often, ownership of big names be- 
a liability, since the office 
nust take the rap if no suitable 
vehicles are found, or if popularity 
begins to wane 


omes 


shows, niteries, has left the agen- 
cies with a lot of problems that 
seemingly are insoluble at the mo- 
nent. Of course, no headache is 
so large as the big one coming up 

squaring up against the Dept. of 





Justice, 


five years, and the act can move} 
to another office for any reason. | 


The downbeating of films, stage- | 











town, because lengthy hops must 
be broken and sometimes a town 
must be played if only to keep the 
company occupied and with the 
hope that the losses will be kept to 
a minimum 


‘Holiday’ OK in Freeze | 
Atlanta, March 4 
While the skating lure of “Holi- 
day on Ice 1958” is still hot stuff 
at the boxoffice, executive staff of 
frigid entertainment frolic gath- 
ered here this week to make plans 
for 1959 production 
“Holiday” completed 11-day, 17- 
performance run at 5,000-seat City 
Auditorium 10 days ago to good 


Currently 


No. 1 


Sth Avenue 
Hotel 


New York # 

















business despite freezing weather. 
Roads closed to traffic hurt boxof- 
fice due to inability of out-of-town 
customers to get here These 


showed up with their out-of-date 


by carriyng out this policy 


ATTENTION GUYS = DOLLS 


LOW LOW and LOWER RATES 


Fact of the Matter Is 
We Can't Get Much Lower 
24 HR. SWITCH-BOARD 
DAILY MAID SERVICE 
FREE — PARKING 
CENTRALLY LOCATED 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
DAILY-WEEKLY-MONTHLY 
SUNSET COLONIAL HOTEL 
(On The Sunset Strip) 
8351 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
for mere intormation 
Call OLOFIELD 6-4120 

















100 MIAMI GAGS $1 


Original Material 
2000 Gags $15 1000 Gegs $8 


EDDIE GAY 
242 W. 72d St., New York 23, N.Y. 











‘Capades’ Off in Lincoln 








Omaha, aMrch 4 
“Ice Capades’” second unit, fea- 
turing Aja Zanova, found biz off 
about 15 at Lincoln's Pershing 
Memorial Auditorium, with a gross 
of $65,000 for nine performances, 





Owner John Harris sent in spe- | 


YVONNE MORAY 
CARMICHAEL’S SUPPER CLUB 
Birmingham, Alabama 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP, 
Joe Glaser, Pres. 























*Transiation 

(lf you can’t read it-—here it is again.) 
Something about us getting noisy ova- 
tions and being put in a picture frame! 





ANYBODY HERE READ FRENCH ? 


“VING MERLIN and LYNDA dont I'entree musicale 
vraiment charmante merite d'etre epinglee tout 
specialment. Aussi, ces deux violinistes originaux 
et dynamiques son't-ils l'object do'ovations bruy- 
antes et enthousiastes.” ... PARIS LE FIGARO.* 


MGT. DIRECTIONAL ENTERPRISES 
WM, MORRIS AGCY. 




















PREMICE 


Currently on Broadway 
In The Hit Show 


Whether all this and a 
plicity of other ownership are suf- 
ficient to put the firm into the| 
antitrust class cannot be foreseen. 
If as the D. of J. contends, agency | 
control is based largely on repre- | 
sentation of talent, the Govern-| 
ment bureau’s contention may | 
have a slender foundation Unions | 


HOLLYWOOD ASV 
9034 Sunset Bivd . ‘ 
CRestview 4-732] 


“JAMAICA”’ 


Wilton Deu Es. h 


_ Agen Ys ~ Gad 





The Amazing Stars of “WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND™ 


| Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


; 


Currently Appearing SHAMROCK HILTON 
Houston, Texas 


Mgt. M.C.A, 
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Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Billy Eckstein apparently has a long memory. Eight years ago the 
Pittsburgh singer played an engagement for Lenny Litman at Pitt's 
downtown Copa and at that time a slight to a member of Eckstein’s 
family by the management riled him no end with Litman. Latter, a 
few weeks ago, searching around for a star to headline his 10th anni- 
versary show week of March 17, made a deal with Eckstein’s agent. 
When the entertainer heard about it, he refused to play the date and 
stated his action was based on purely personal reasons. 

Scouting around for a replacement, Litman came up with the Hill- 
toppers, plus Judy Scott, singer, and Jackie Kahane, comedian. Copa’s 
opening attraction in '48 was Frankie Laine who held attendance rec- 
ord there until Johnny Mathis worked the spot a few months ago 





Theatrical attorney I. Robert Broder, currently vacationing in Mex- 
ico, delivered two lectures last week at Mexico City College Drama 
Workshop on “The Business Side of Show Business.” Broder left Mex- 
ico City Monday (3) for Havana for a week before returning to New 
York 





A party for veteran booker Ray Marr is set for Blinstrub’s nitery, 
Boston, April 17. Marr and Bob Ott produced tab shows years ago and 
booked Colette Lyons, Ray Bolger and Sammy Davis Jr., among others. 


Marr is now chief investigator for the State Dept. of Sunday Licenses 


in Massachusetts. Booker Benny 
cense applications from agents, 


rangements. 


Ford, who is an investigator of li- 
heads the committee in charge of ar- 
The committee includes Frank Soper, Russ Howard, Ben- 


ny Drohan, Tom Foran, Ryan, Lou Orth. 


Leenedd U. Prebing 
‘Goldilocks’ Tommy-Riot 


Liverpool, Eng., March 4. 
An apology has been made by 
the prexy of Liverpool Univ. Guild 
of Undergraduates for behavior of 


students whose rowdyism stopped | 


matinee performance of a panto- 
mime starring Tommy Steele at the 
Royal Court Theatre here. 
university senate has also started 
an inquiry into the matter, 
probe likely 

Performance of the pantomime | 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears” 
was abandoned after the first act, | 


The) 


with | 
to last several days. | 





Som Lake 


By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, March 4. 
Pierre Andre (John Byron), 
surgery following his first clinic 
report. Ditto for William Larner, 
former radio announcer. 

Marion Behr formerly with the 
New Orleans Opera, joined by hus- 
band Bob Behr who has accepted 
a position here. They will con- 
tinue to reside in the actors’ down- 
town colony. Her progress is tops 
following surgery. 

Williar: C. Willis, ex-manager 
| Washington Theatre, Shelby, N. C., 
in for the general observation and 
| rest period. 


after a party of about 150 students} Louis Blanco (Allied Artists) 
had thrown paper darts and| Who made the grade here motored 
tomatoes from the gallery and|in from Gotham for the usual 


shouted frequent interruptions. | aaa” routine and drew okay 


Steele, Britain’s leading rock ‘n’ | Write te those who are ill. 


roller, starts a South African tour | 
shortly. He has extensive one- 
Sarasota Court Okays 
Ringling Surplus Sale 


nighters lined up in the U. K. 
Sarasota, March 4. 


Permission to sell surplus ani- 
mals and equipment of the Ring- 














“THE COMEDIAN” 


The Only Real Monthly 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 


THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 


‘ana — = Sal Ge” cee ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
n s s' ssve, containing ; , iv i i 
stories, one-liners, poemettes, song | Circus was idea the nem pe 
titles, hecklers, sudience stuff, mono- || heirs when a local court denied an 
09s, parodies, louble gags, bits, || inj j S Lancaster, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- ve ae _—— d 
personations, political, interruptions. son of Hester ingling Saniora, 
Thoughts of the Day, Humorous who had sought to prevent sale 

Views of the News, etc. $15 yearly. 


of the various properties 

The injunction came on top of 
an offer by Jerry Collins, of the 
Clyde Beatty Circus, to buy out 
the Ringlings in the entire setup, 
after acquiring the Edith Ringling 
home at auction. As a result of 
the bid, Art Concello, the circus’ 
general manager, declared that 
only surplus animals and equip- 
ment were for sale and not the 
circus itself.. Decision to sell sur- 
plus properties was made at a 
;meeting held recently in New 
| York 


3 Yrs. $35—Single Issues $2 
RATES GO UP WITH NEXT ISSUE | 
HURRY! No C.0.D.’s | 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 


JENNY 
COLLINS 


Cc urrently 


HILTON ISTANBUL 


Completed 
10 Weeks, CIRO'S, Paris 























join the Ringlings from selling 
reaity parcels belonging to the 
company which had been with- 
drawn from auction because no 
suitable bids had been received. 
| Lancaster is appealing this judg- 
;ment in order to prevent future 
| disposal. 




















BOX OFFICE DYNAMITE 


JOAN BRANDON. 


WORLD'S GREATEST HYPNOTIST 


Joseph Brooks, Managing Director said: “I! was rather 
dubious of having you appear as the only Entertain- 
ment Feature at my Show because the people of 
Louisville are accustomed to having some of the big- 
gest shows In the Country appear at the Armory, but 
you not only brought in the crowds but gave them 
more interesting entertainment than the biggest Road 
Shows that have appeared here.” 


Currently On Tour With ONE WOMAN SHOW 
(Feb. 1§ thru March 11) 


Mgt.: J. BRANDON, 450 W. 24th St., New York 




















The DEEP RIVER BOYS y | 


Starring HARRY DOUGLASS 
9th International Tour 


RANCHO DON CARLOS 
Winnipeg, Canada 

















Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 





Celeste’s 


} 


Long End-Run 
At N.Y?s Persian Room) 


The Persian Room of the Plaza 
Hotel, N.Y., has signed Celeste 
Holm for a period of nearly six | 
weeks starting May 7. She'll close | 
the room for the season. 

Other bookings until then com- 
prise Jana Mason, who goes in| 
March 26 following current run of | 
Jane Morgan, and Jane Pow ell, 
down for plhenctadtinncrinaceedlin 9 for four weeks. 





Indoor Big Tops 
Beaucoup B.0. Via 
Low ($2.50) Tops 


Continuing high grosses for in- 
door circuses were predicted by 
George A. Hamid, prexy of GAC- 


| Hamid, who says that the travelling | 


| Spanish dancer, skedded for major | 


big tops fill the void left by the! 
demise of vaude shows Hamid, | 
whose Hamid-Morton Circus has 
been hitting on the road for 20} 
years, says that the takes will con- | 
tinue high even during recessions. 

Hamid feels that the current | 
economic downbeat will not hurt | 
pop-priced shows built for mass | 


| consumption. He points out that a| 


top of about $2.50, along with cut | 
rates for kids, is a formula that 
weathered even the aan 
years. 

Hamid cited the last two stops 
of the Hamid-Morton show, which | 
he said grossed a strong $90,000) 
in Memphis for the week ending | 
Feb. 14 and went on to hit a take 
similar to that of last year in Mil- 
waukee, $135,000. Hamid said that 
the first three days of the stand 


} 


|in Milwaukee hit severe weather | 


in which nobody came out. How- 


|ever, when the cold broke, there | 
| was a continual SRO. 


The court also declined to en- 


| Panorama Lounge 


| phere for the benefit of the tourist 


‘Not Enuf Names With Beaucoup B.0., 
Paris Olympia to Play Acts Longer 





a ~ —___ IN Paris, March 4. 
e Starting next season, Bruno Co- 
Montreal Premiere quatrix, prexy of the Olympia 
— Continued frem page 65 === Musichall, will extend each of his 


entries to four or more weeks in- 
stead of the present three 
quatrix maintains this is necessary 
since there are just not 14 big 
enough names—Yanks included— 
who can fill a 2,000-seat theatre. 
He intends to give the new shows 


$3 on Friday and Saturday. Ray- 
mond Walleau, formerly of the Ritz 
Carlton, is maitre d’ 

Atop the 21-story structure, 
will 


Co- 


the 
have the 
Bannet trio, pianist Michel Monet 


and dancing from 5:30 to 1 am. 


more production values, via de- 

on a no cover, no minimum basis.| cors, costumes and femme chor- 
Mumford and his staff will go all-| US€°- 

out to stress the bilingual nature} Coquatrix also feels that new 





names must be built up and he is 
turning his legit theatre, Comedie- 
Caumartin, into a cabaret-musichall 
|format. This 400-seater will have 
a group of sketches animated by 
Francis Blanche and include new 
faces introed at the Olympia, pilus 
bigger names on their way up. First 


of the QE. All the main meetings 
rooms, ballrooms, restaurants, 
lounges and have French 
| Canadian monickers or are 
nected in some way with events or 
places in Quebec's past. The staff 


bars 
con- 


| Which is 95% Canadian and 85° | show bows this month. 
French-Canadian, will parlez both Coquatrix has aiso taken over 
languages. Besides adding atmos-| the 900-seat Bobino nabe house 


which he is utilizing to headline 
the dual | g00d names that can draw in these 
language situation also ap- | circumstances, plus launching new 
pease, to a certain extent, the more | singers via trial stints. The names 
rabid nationalists in the province | that emerge from these houses will 
who ,have been more than a little | Play the Olympia. 

The only vaude setup not under 


outspoken in word and deed against 
the hotel being called Queen Eliza- | Coquatrix's aegis is’ the 2500-seat 


conventioneers, 
may 


and 


beth. Chateau Maisonneuve, in/ Alhambra-Maurice Chevalier run 
honor of Montreal's founder, is the | by Jeanne Breateu. Savvy shows 
unanimeus local choice but top|and big names also made this 


| management has firmly and for ob- | 


| vious reasons ignored anything hav- In a word. Paris still remains 
ing to do with name-changing. }one of the biggest house centers 

As the QE is out for the lion'’s| on the continent, and probably in 
share of Montreal's lucrative tofir-| the world. Henri Varna is talking 
ist and convention biz (163 conven-| of changing the old Palace back to 
tions are booked right now from | house status from its present film 
May, 1958 to 1967), all rooms offer-| theatre setup. However, this is 
ing entertainment will operate on a) uncertain as yet and stays in the 
year-round basis. ' planning stage. 


located house a staple here. 


| 
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Thanks, WALTER WINCHELL 


NORTON : PATRICIA 


May 5th 


STATLER HOTEL 


JOE E. LEWIS, HARRY MUFSON, MERRIEL ABBOTT 


WILLAM MORRIS AGENCY 


* 
WALTER WINCHELL Says: - 


“One of the most exciting 
and beautiful dance acts 
I’ve ever seen......should 
fit snugly in The Persian 
Room, Coconut Grove or 


any class room.” 


* 





Mar. 3rd Mar. 20th 
BLINSTRUB’S CRESCENDO CLUB 
Boston Houston 
May 19th 
STATLER HOTEL 
Cleveiand 


Our Deepest Thanks to: 


Personal Management 
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Hotel Plaza, N. Y- 
Jane Morgan, with Ernest Bragg; 
Ted Straeter and Mark Monte 
Orchs: $2.50 and $3 couvert. 


jane Morgan almost has enough 
for two acts. It’s her best 
routine to date and, for once, the 
American-from-Paris chanteuse (1) 
ninimizes the Gallie stuff; and (2) 
the fact that she happened 
to be lucky with a top disk in “Fas- 

nation” (Kapp label) 
ind age when one neo-“golden rec- 
ord catapults a grunter into a 
flash - in - the - boxoffice a. 
Miss Morgan makes these facets in- 
cidental to her solid, basie saloon 
routing 

And solid it is, leavening the 
“Love in the Afternoon” thematic, 


nitery 


hitlo 


and her other pops, with two sturdy | 


developments. One is a songalog, 
“Around the World in 8 Minutes” 
(pot pourri Cook's Tourist flight in 
song), and 
» well-thought-through and scripted 


Ziegfeldian cavaleade’ by Irvin 
Graham. She blends the nostalgia | 
with a modern tongue-in-cheek | 


manner yel gives proper focus to 
tert Williams, Eddie Cantor, Fanny 
Eva Tanguay et al. 

Slonde looker is couturriered in 
top manner, handles herself with 
authority, warmth and aplomb. She 
has two decorative props, (1) for. 
her hat-bag of tricks and (2) a neo- 
chifforebe for the Ziegfeld caval- | 
cade. Miss Morgan has a good “hat 
face,” hence the trick chapeaux, to 
set the linguistic mood of each 
nationalistic song, is thus further 
enhanced | 

Songstress was long a repeater at | 
the nearby Cotillion Room but with 
the Hotel Pierre forsaking names 
for fiddles the Plaza’s Persion 
Koom, and others, have had first 
call. Miss Morgan errs only slightly 
in over-generosity; she could drop | 
the last number and, in toto, leave 
‘em a little hungrier. 

Per usual, Ted Straeter’s AFMers 
are expert backstoppers for the 
show, besides their versatile dansa- 
pation, allernating with the durable 
Mark Monte Continentals. Miss 
Morgan has Ernest Bragg as her 
personal conductor-pianist, and he 
does fine assist. Abel. 


srice, 


| Conde 


Deauville, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, March 2. 
Bill Miller Revue starring Donald 
O'Connor, with Sidney Miller, 
Amaring Mr. Ballantine, Five Bo- 
Deauville Dancers (8); 
choreography, Louis DaPron; ma- 
terial, Sidney Miller & Mel Dia- 
mond; orch conductor, Al Mack; 
costumes, Berman, production su- | 
Phil Garris. $3.50 & $7.50 


qginos, 


pervisor, 


meinem 


Bill Miller seems to have come 
up with the answer to what would | 
make the Casanova Room of “this 
year’s hotel” click after the recent 
fold of the Leon Leonidoff “no 
names” production idea. 

Most important part of the for- 
mula is importation of a top name 
that has not been seen in this star- | 
jaded resort area, with a sound se- 
lection in Donald O'Connor; then 
setting him in a fast-paced produc- 
tion that serves as a click frame- 
work for the mary face of the 
ace O'Conwor talents, End resuit 
wham tandem of shows cn 
opening night, sellouts for the 
weekend, with the = all-in.sportant 
word-ol-mouth praise that means a 
healthy take by O'Connor on the 
70 of net) deal under which he 


was a 


finally ‘cok a shot at a Miami 
Beach date He stands to reap 
! take-home pay, what 


yeaucoup 
with the 


over 6bo0 


room’s Capacity 


running 
nothing 
\ His agile | 
I is on display early, follow- | 
i teeoil special breeze-in lyric 
with the line; a “flapper era” pro- 
c 

t 


do 
caught 


O'Connor could 


rot it show 


juction is the zinger that sets the 
palm-pace. The 
nee man segment is 
( k-continuing bif; the trade- 
irl songwriters” routine with 
invaluable aide Sidney Miller ¢ 
nd-let’s-have-more  spurrer 
duo top that one with a how! 
: series of impreshes themed 


beat song-&- 


another 


“J 
Kea 


I Vegas deal in which they 
‘t Marlene Dietrich, Louis 
Pris and Keely Smith ‘solid 
trail for both acts, current at 
al ¢ s), Crosbv, Presley and 

ot he ppers to a devastating se 
! takcotts, complet? to zany 


It's the big segment in 
pic, butlding steady 
| enthusiasm. O'Connor serves 

up the class closer with a balloon 


mstuming 
thie overall 


‘ 


dance that is imaginatively multi- 
spotted to light his feethery tap- 
estry around the stage, with the 
line serving again as an «‘tractive 
frame 

Miller's importance to the 
O'Connor essays at song and com- 
edy is always evident—-he's a fine 


Straiczht as well as a prime m 
on his own. The spelline acts cre 
reaction winners too, with amazing 


nic 


In this day | 


“The Fabulous Follies,” | 


{Mr. Ballantine garnering plentiful 
|howls as he fights his gone-wrong 
|magico stunts to frustrating fou)- 
|outs, The Boginos raise gasps with 
their acro-balancing and rate con- 
tinued palm payoff they get. The 


bracketing production numbers are | 
|done with verve and staged with! 


imagination. Louis DaPron’s ace 
choreography keeps the pace of 
the group numbers on high, and 
timed to effective workouts around 
O'Connor. 

It’s one of the fas‘est moving, 
brightest around-a-top'iner revues 
presented in this area. O'Connor 
can write his own ticket on futures, 
as far as cafemen hereabouts are 
concerned. He’s in until the 14th, 
with following name acts still to 
be pacted. Lary. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 28 
Sammy Davis Jr., Will Mastin, 
Barbara & Mansell, Chez Adorables 
(6), Ted Fio Rito Orch (14); $1.95 
cover. $4 minimum. 


Sammy Davis Jr. played.it for 
performers, possibly, but not the 
common garden variety of tablers 
at his Chez opener (28). Result was 
an uneven. overlong 85-minute 
smorgasbord. Show caught had him 
bewitched and bothered—by res- 
tive clientele and his own misfir- 
ing. His troubles finally erupted 
midway when he broke off his “All 


the Way” vocal to shush the mum- 


blers (giving a _ no-offense-meant 
apology afterward). Tune was a 
turtle-gaited paean to his bride at 
ringside, and its slotting then and 
there—or any time— is question- 
able. 

Davis. in fact, is topheavy with 
vocals this tine around, ‘viiiea is 
lamentable when his strong suit so 
obviously is mimicry, which gar- 
nered best applause. Only com- 
plete bit in that line was the deft 
Frank Sinature caricature. It set 
the house up for more takeoff stuff, 
but he failed to oblige 

Davis toils hard for the versa- 
tility stamp. He launches a Jerry 
Lewis spoof with trumpet, winding 
as a tootling match with horn ace 
Cando!li (sitting with Ted 
Fio Rito’s augmented orch batoned 
by vet Davis conductor-arranger 
Morty Stevens). There’s the chest- 
bared calypso parody with bongos, 
and a session of drumming that 
props the jack-of-all trades image. 
Besides the Sinatra takeoff, best 
mitting and yock response went to 
Davis’ drunk sketch, an adroit 
serio-comic opus which could bene- 
fit, however, by some judicious 
trimming. 

Talkincss is another trap of his 
own making. The_ speechifying 
often is a scold or involuted ex 
planation, and is conspicuously 
short on wit. Tasteless Yiddishisms 
can also be shelved for the com- 
mon good. And if he compiles with 
a persistent tune-requester by sing- 
ing “Yiddishe Mama,” it’s a con- 
tretemps to drag on a ciggie for the 
lyric’s route. 

Uncle Will Mastin does his soft- 
shoer per usual, scramming to per- 
functory palming, 

Sister-brother team of Barbara 
& Mansell offer competent acro- 
terping, complete with dexterous 
leaps and overhead twirls. Twice- 
spotted Chez Adorables (6), in 
some of their gaudiest costumes 
yet, operate to almost total indif- 
ference, 

Show stays till either March 16 
or 18, when the nitery shutters for 
Lent. Relighting is skedded for 
April 15, but no topliner’s set 

Pit. 





a 








Athletie Club, Det. 

Detroit, Feb. 28 

Rolly Rolls, Dick Barlow O 
(6); private club. 


| ™M.C. Callahan usually books two 

acts for this spot but gambled— 
and won—that Rolly Rolls would 
repeat his multiple-encore _ per- 
formance record here. The pianist- 
comedian begged off after about 
40 minutes and everyone seemed 
satisfied 


Rolls built slowly, getting off 
with Latin piano rhythms and a 
gypsy number played on a tin 


concertina He began to build 
when he segued into comedy antics, 
impersonating various types of pi- 
anists, ranging from a t 
prone boy through a sleepy-eyed 
keyboarder in an all-night joint 
That brought on the first encore 
a love story told by short snatches 


sour 


of popular songs—an extremely 
well-done bit. Then came a i 
ley of Cole Porter hits, a piano 


duet with orch leader Dick Barlow 
a youngster with plenty of savvy 
Impromptu jam session with the 
band had the audience, compose: 
predominantly of older folks, 
iumping and liking it for a swell 
becoff 

Rolls’ act is pitched right fe 


yr the 
class, intime spots. Tt 


Mocambo, Hollywood 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. 


Miyosht Umeki, Johnny O'Neill, 


| Paul Hebert Orch 
| Sands Trio; $2 cover. 


(5), Frankie 


| There is potential for a major 
class act in Miyoshi Umeki. She 
displays a wan and wonderful wist- 
fulness, a kind of Piaf fragility that 
suits her gamin charm and wispy 
voice 

Her opening numbers, “’S Won- 
derful,” “Dancing On The Ceiling” 


and “Sometimes I’m Happy,” are 
delivered partly in Japanese and 
partly in her own brand of frac- 


tured English (the proper preposi- 
tion defeats Miss Umeki altogeth- 
er). Clad in authentic kimono, Ori- 
; ental hair ornaments and carrying 
|a fan, she’s delightful. On “Sayon- 
ara,’ Miss Umeki ends behind the 
curtain where she shucks the ki- 
mono and emerges in a smart even- 
ing gown With this charge, she 
also changes her style to peddle 
“The Lady Is A Tramp” and en- 
core with “Summertime.” The act 
sagged here and never recovered 
its uniquie quality despite her 
genuine and effective pathos in a 
short group of Japanese folksongs 
This is Miss Umeki’s first club 
appearance since winning an Acad- 
emy Award nomination for “Sayon- 
ara” (she had a minor date at a 
Valley spot last year), and she 
promises to develop into one of 
those cult-inspiring performers if 
she sticks to the unique material 
and approach that fit her like an 
obi. Her 22-minute turn is not a 
second too long—as long as she is 
| doing what comes naturally to a 
girl from Hokkaido, as she is. 
Baritone Johnny O'Neill is back 
ai the Strip club after a sluggish 
debut there last April 
ly improved, having shed a folk- 
song format that fits him like a 
straightjacket. Now he stands up 
and belts away at standards and 
pops. His 18-minute opener ranges 
from “Kisses Sweeter Than Wine” 
to “The Wind They Call Maria,” 
gaining solid upplause all the way. 


O'Neill has the appearance of a 
knowledgeabie choir boy and a 
manner that should make him a 


favorite with the ladies without an- 
noying their escorts one bit. 

The show was booked in for one 
week and is being held over for an- 
other week, until March 10. As 
usual, Paul Hebert’s orch back- 
stops smoothly and alternates for 
dancing with the Frankie Sands 
Trio Powr. 


Reverly Hills. Newport 
Newport, Ky., Feb. 28. 

Marie McDonald, Haller & Hay- 
den, Dorothy Dorben Dancers (10) 
with Clay Mundey, Mary Fassett, 
Marijo Leyanna, Don Little; Gard- 
ner Benedict Orch (10), Jimmy 
Wilber Trio, Barbary Coast Boys 
(2); $3 minimum, $4 Sat. 

Marie McDonald, gorgeous chirp, 
and Haller & Hayden,. zany comics, 
latch on pronto with Greater Cincy 
cafe society in their first exposures 
at this Kentucky swankery. Back- 
ing them in a pleasing 60-minute 
floorshow are the location line of 
Dorothy Dorben and Gardner 
Benedict's band 

Miss McDonald, a pretty blonde 
with an engaging smile, displays 
her famed perfect figure advanta- 
geously .during a 33-minute songa- 
log. “The Body” is encased in a 
tight fitting, full length gown of 
black chiffon and _  flesh-colored 
crepe, dotted strategically, with 
black sequins. With Hal Borne, ar- 
ranger, at the Baldwin,: Miss Mc- 


Donald treats with a few sex 
squirms while mitting ringsiders 
between pops and standards and 


an “Around the World” specialty. 

\ native of Kentucky, Miss Me- 
Donald apparently expected some 
kinfolk and neighbors among the 
first-night turnout, the biggest in 
quite a while here and also the 
most talkative. For her final bow, 
men as well as women would get 
an added thrill from seeing her in 
one of her publicized expensive fur 
wraps 

Haller & Hayden, tuxed knock- 
abouts, pile up lotsa yocks for 13 
minutes, climaxing with a riotous 
national marathon, the smaller 
iber of the team changing hats 


inte! 


me 
mie 


i language on each lap. Jane 
Kean and Ron Fletcher open March 
14 Koll. 


Fairmont Hotel. S&S. F. 


He is great- | 


| without gab. 


It also means that 
Mathis: Is a tremendously versa- 
tile pops singer; has surprising 
range; has great diction—you 
never miss a word; has a fine sense 
of tempo; has an electric stage per- 
sonality which projects beautifully. 

Mathis, of course, is essentially 
a pops man, and the syrupy ballad 
is his meat. Thus, such numbers 
as “Wonderful, Wonderful,” “The 
Very Thought of You,” “It’s Not 
for Me to Say” and the folk-singer- 
ish “The 12th of Never” are right 
up his alley. But Mathis, unlike 
some pretty good singers, doesn't 
founder on tunes like “Let’s Mis- 
behave,” “Let's Fall in Love” or 
“Paper Moon.” Moreover, he takes 
a thoroughly trite “Goody, Goody” 
and refreshes it completely, gives 
a Latin feeling to “Day In, Day 
Out,” and—wunderbar—sings “I 
Could Have Danced All Night” to 
a great, double-tempoed accom- 
paniment of piano, bass, drums and 
bongos so that it sounds like a new 
song 

Mathis, thin, goodJnoking and 
with eyes halfclosed, a.so seems to 
be a natural showman as he curls 
his hands around a traveling mike 
and croons away. Resu!t should be 
capacity business for Dick Swig’s 
room 

One more element in the Mathis 
story: someone, possibly the sing- 
er’s manager, has had the great 
good sense to hire Frank Owens as 
Mathis’ pianist and musical direc- 
tor. He’s a dandy, too, especially 
if he can manage to keep Ernie 
Heckscher’s brass a trifle muted 
in one or two of the singer’s num- 
bers. Heckscher orch ovens with 
a pleasant 10-minute “Oklahoma” 
medley Show runs through 
March 286. Stef. 


Chateau Madrid. N. Y. 

Carmen Torres, Donay & Win- 
ters, Princess Yasmina, Ralph Font 
& Panchito Orchs; $4-$5 minimums. 





Angel Lopez seems to be doing 
better during the general nitery 
slump with his expanded budgets. 
The current show sets a strident 
note in this Hispanola bistro with 
Carmen Torres, a longtermer at 
the now inoperative Versailles, 
heading the bill. Support comes 
from Donay & Winters and Prin- 
cess Yasmina. It’s an all-femme 
card. 

The layout has good appeal for 
the Latin adherents. Miss Torres 
is a soprano of unusual ability, 
showing training in the classics and 
a feeling for pops. lillness pre- 
vented her giving an optimum ac- 
count of herself on opening night 
Her usual vocal vigor didn't come 
through, and forcing her voice 
didn’t help her achieve true tones 
in some spots. With a couple of 
shows under her belt, however, 
Miss Torres should achieve her 
usual excellent results. She has 


style and a lot of appeal. Her cata- | 


variety of 
the Latin 
off to a 


log embraces a wide 
numbers generally in 
idiom, and she walks 
healthy mitt. 

Donay & Winters are right for 
the room. Femme duo are ener- 
getic terpers, do a lot of pictur- 
esque unison work, sell some sexy 
movements, and hit a stride good 
enough for an encore. Princess 
Yasmina is another terp turn but 
of a different genre. She's a belly 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, March 4. 
“Newcomers of 1928,” produced, 
directed, written by Jackie Bar. 
nett; starring Paul Whiteman, 
Harry Richman, Rudy Vallee, Bus- 
ter Keaton, Fifi D’Orsay; featuring 
Greg Loren, Jackie Josephs, The 
Lettermen, Mitzi McCall, Louise 
Vienna, Faye Moreley, Stanley 
| Adams, Carlton Hayes Orch (20); 
music staged and choreographed 
by Jon Gregory; arrangements, 
Dean Elliot; settings, Harvey War- 
ren; costumes, Moss Mabry; associ- 
ate producer, Paul Ross; $3 mini- 
mum 





Jackie Barnett’s “Newcomers of 
1928” is a solid click—a delightful 
show that will doubtless pack the 
Painted Desert Room for its six- 
week run, and thereafter other ni- 
teries where it has been booked, 
After it runs its course on the 
bistro circuit, it would be a natural 
as a tv spec. 

Producer-director-writer Barnett 
has wisely avoided overloading the 
revue with nostalgia. Paul White- 
man, Harry Richman, Rudy Vallee, 
Buster Keaton and Fifi D’Orsay do 
the things expected of them, but 
mostly they kid themselves and 
their w.k. trademarks. Exception 
is Whiteman’s conducting of the 
Carlton Hayes orch for “Rhapsody 
ir. Blue,” an abbreviated but nev- 
ertheless exciting version with 
brilliant pianistics by Mike Cooper. 

The individual stars’ turns are 
neatly woven together so _ that 
there are no awkward good-old- 
days spots, which gives them a 
chance to get in on each other's 
acts. Story gimmick has a group 
of youngsters rocketing to the 
moon for a 30-year peek into the 
future when a mishap reverses the 
timetable and sends them back 30 
years in 1928. 

Vallee and Richman score as 
comedians in a clever bit where 
they sing each other's songs; Miss 
D’Orsay fetchingly injects her 
unique song-styling and personal- 
ity into a Frenchy skit complete 
with beautiful models called “The 
Derriere”; and Whiteman, Vallee, 
Richman and Keaton are involved 
in a hilarious pantomime number 
in which Keaton and Whiteman 

‘fight a duel. 

Choreographer Jon Gregory 
guides eight girl dancers, four 
boys and four showgirls in terp- 
ing which is both spectacular and 
imaginative, a 1928 New York 
Stock Exchange fast and frantic 
number befng a standout. 

Barnett, who has been Jimmy 
Durante’s writer for 11 years, 
makes his bow as a producer with 
this show. Since he’s hit the jack- 
pot in his first effort, he obviously 
is a potential giant in the industry, 

Duke. 


Cocoanut Grove. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Jaye P. Morgan, Four Morgan 
Bros., Anthony, Allyn & Hodges, 
Freddy Martin Orch (14); $2-$2.50 
cover, $3 minimum. 


A most charming combination, 
Jaye P. Morgan and her Four Mor- 
gan Bros., are belting it out at the 
Cocoanut Grove in a quick-tem- 


ballerina in the manner of Little, poed show that should make their 


Egypt and again a lot of energy is 
expended by this diaphragm dan- 
seuse. The act carries a lot of in- 
terest. 

The music is by Rlaph Font with 
Panchito doing the bulk of the 
dance work. The proficiency with 
which both perform their chores is 
attested to by the highly populated 
dante floor. Jose. | 

Siteuben’s, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 27. | 

Wally Dean, Soler & Lorca, Don 
Dennis, Nan Barton, Tony Bruno 
Orch (5), Harry Fink Trio; $2.50 
minintum, 


Wally Dean, comic impresh ex- 
pert, wins of all counts in Joe & 
Max Schneider's pleasant theatri- 
cal boite with great drunk routine 
and raincoated character of limited 
vocab. His impressions go over 
sock and boniface Arnold has thz 
ropes up. 

Opening the show is Nan Barton, 
vivacious tap terper who pulls good 


| 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. rounds. Don Dennis has the piping | 
Joh Mathis, Ernie Heckscher |in this layout all to himself for a 
Or 11): $2 cover. change and makes the most of it! 





Johnny Mathis, 
in absolute smash in his debut at 


the Fairmont's big Venetian Room. | 0rch supplying vocal background to| frst with ‘wha 


| 


with “Wunderbar,” “I Believe” and | 


Frisco’s own, is & rousing “Keep a Light in the | 


Window” with Tony Bruno and/ 


It may be too early in his career | big mitting. 


t 


o compare him with the young 


| 


Soler & Lorca, flamenco terpers, | 


Sinatra or vintage Piaf, but the | Tevel in some of the most spirited 


comparison 


is inevitable because | footwork seen here in some time 


this is a little, reedy chap who is| and nab solid mitting for encores. 


loaded with singing talent 
pipes out 16 different tunes in the 
course of his 40-minute stint. This 


and| Tony Bruno cuts the show in fine 


fashion. Harry Fink’s work is ex- 
ceedingly pleasant in the dance in- 


means the customers are getting | terludes, This show exits March 12, 


what they're paying for: music 


Guy. 


| changes. 


L.A. engagement a stay of toe-tap- 
ping fun. Miss Morgan obviously 
adores her brotherly quartet, and 
vice versa, and te their benefit, it 
all shows. 

The successful recording artist's 
talents by no means end with a 
voice that’s pleasing to hear, for 
she’s right up there in the mug- 


| ging class, making the act just as 


pleasing to see. Her selections and 
those of the quartet are varied— 
from ballad to barbershop—though 
an occasional current pop favorite 
might not be a bad idea. Opening 
night crowd responded to Miss 
Morgan's warmth and to a style 
which she nicely adapts to mood 
The show is well staged 
with enough. movement to main- 
tain interest without letting over- 
production get in the way of the 
sound. Her approach to “Don’t 
Mention My Name” is the show- 
stopper, with the vocalist being 
joined by the foursome for a role 
licking “Yes Indeed” and a gentle 


| “Stardust.” Miss Morgan looks fine 


on the Grove boards and handles 
change-of-costume with amusing 
ease. 

The quartet solos in blended 
fashion with “Foggy Day” and 4 
particularly unique version 0 
‘Jericho,” making its part in the 
show more than filler 

Anthony, Allyn & Hodges are up 

they call “opera 
tions ridiculous,” a dance act Ci 
grace and humor. It came 
rather well despite the lady's 
broken zipper, 

Freddy Martin erch (14) returns 
to the Grove, again offering top 
backing and danceable music. Miss 
Morgan's infectious 50-minute 
show runs up to Sophie Tucker's 
March 12 opening. Ron. 
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Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Latin Quarter Follies, starring 
Kirby Stone Four, with Peiro Bros. 
(2), Beverlee Dennis, Chandra 
Kaly, Jamal Sisters (2), Martha 
Ann Bentley, Bob Kennedy, India 
Adams, Jo Lombardi Orch, Latin 
Quarter Eye-Dears (6), Latin Q. 
Petites (10); $6 minimum, 





Current show at this popular 
stop on any visitor’s trip to N.Y. 
differs little from the previous one 
except for the added lift from two 
new acts. This Ed Risman managed 
establishment has a natural in the 
Kirby Stone Four and 
Dennis is a happy addition. 

Stone quartet is the same one 
which played the Copa in N.Y. a 
couple of years ago. But it’s so 
greatly improved and streamlined 
that the combo hardly would be 
recognized as the same act. The 
foursome obviously has measured 
up to its strong potential noted at 
that time. The patter is so sharp 
that the dinner crowd picked it up 
quickly, with tremendous results. 
Outfit recently was on Ed Sulli- 
van's tv show, and goes with him 
to Las Vegas. 

Originally an instrumental combo 
—bull fiddle, trap drum, accordion 
and trumpet—today it is a highly 
uproarious comedy act, predicated 
on the warbling proclivities of the 


boys. Highlight of all this nonsense, | 


or the one which starts things roll- 
ing, is the songalog routine, imper- 
sonating film and tele personalities, 
by Larry Foster. His takeoffs on 
Elvis Presley, Boris Karloff, Arthur 
Godfrey, Jimmy Stewart and Lib- 
erace (singing “Lazy River’) are 


A-1. He returns to do a trim im-| 


personation of Al Jolson. 

The quartet’s emulsion of how a 
British act in London would handle 
the “St. Louis Blues” and rock ’n’ 
roll really wowed them here. It is 
a priceless bit of buffonery. Kirby 
Stone is in and out with his 
trumpet, doing bits and generally 
emceeing; the others are Eddie 
Hal!, Michael Gardner and Foster. 
Gardner is the droll one with a 
guitar who gives just enough con- 
trast to the other proceedings. 

The Peiro Bros. amaze with their 
new and old feats of juggling and 
twirling. These two boys have 
geared their current turn to the 
nightclub scene with a tremendous 
payoff. 

Beverlee Dennis (New Acts) fits 
in nicely if not sensationally with 
her comedy monolog. Remainder of 
production follows rather much the 
old pattern with the Jamal Sisters 
clicking, per usual, with their belly 
dancing. 

Show is backed by Jo Lombardi’s 
veteran combo with real aplomb. 
He also provides music for most of 
the patron dancing, with Buddy 
Harlowe on the interlude hoofing 
music. Wear. 


365 Club. San Francisco 
San Francisco, Feb .27. 

Jack Marlin, Jeannie Johnson, 
The Classics (4), The Peop-ettes 
(2), Coby Yee, Bill McCubbin, 
Diane Berman, Angel & Jack My- 
ren, Allan Cole, Dorothy Dorben 
Dancers (8) with Bob Thompson 
and Joanne Duncan. Alex Duchin 
Orch (9); $1-$1.50 cover. 





Bimbo Giuntoli has staged a big, 
lavish musical revue with consid- 
erable local talent and lots of at- 
tention to detail. But it doesn’t 
quite come off, possibly because 
more rehearsal is required, pos- 
sibly because the acts should be 
more carefully integrated. 

On the plus side are Coby Yee, 
a fine Chinese stripper, the excel- 
lent Dorothy Dorben line and cos- 
tumes, the singing of Allan Cole 
and the comic singing of plump 
Diane Berman. Each of these num- 
bers in this “San Francisco Holi- 
day” revue is good, with Coby Yee’s 
act, and hand-made costumes, a 
standout. On the debit side, how- 
ever, are Jack Marlin, who is evi- 
dently a standup comic with ma- 
terial dating back to the Florida 
boom of the mid-20’s, and the 
Classics, a male quartet whose ren- 
ditions of “Chinatown, My China- 
town,” “California Here I Come,” 
“I Need You So” and “Ace in the 
Hole” and have the common fault 
of a far too deliberate tempo. Per- 
haps with experience these Sacra- 
mento boys, who have good voices, 
can make their numbers sound like 
something other than dirges—but 
not right now. 

The Peop-ettes (Joe Kalb & Abbe 
Shelton) do a puppet-show singing 
act using human faces, but on 
opening night didn’t get a square 
Shake because the sound system 
was fouled up by:the wrong tape. 
This is a minor peril of the elec- 
tronic age. 

Bill MeCubbin is a teenage rock 
’n’ roll singer whose version of 
“Don’t Knock the Rock” tends to 
be imitative, and teen dancers An- 
gel & Jack Myren fail to leave 
much of an impression with the 
customers. On the other hand, 
beautiful Jeannie Johnson, work- 


Beverlee | 


ing with the Dorothy Dorben line, 
rates a fine hand for her singin 

and dancers Bob Thompson an 

Joanne Duncan, also working with 
the line, show real pro polish. Sets 
and costumes throughout are ex- 
traordinarily good and colorful, 


Bob Moonan’s incidental music is | 


| pleasant and Alex Duchin’s orch is 
| Satisfactory. The 65-minute show 
runs through March 19. Stef. 


|Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. | 


: Kansas City, Feb. 28. 
| Ciro Rimac Revue (8), Carl 
Sands Orch (8); $1-$1.50 cover. 





Latin rhythms and verve have 
been the specialty ef Ciro Rimac 
for some time, but this is his first 
| stand in K.C. with his latterday 
revue. He's offering a combination 
|package of show and _ dance 
| rhythms, and is sure to make it a 
| topnotch evening for the Terrace 
| Grill nightly during his two weeks 
ere. 
| Rimae leads a troupe of three 
|femmes and four musicians, and 
| they give a show that is zing and 
| zest for a lightning fast 30 minutes, 
; then augment the Carl Sands orch 
for another quarter-hour of special 
Latin rhythms for customer danc- 
| ing. Three girls are all prime Latin 
| leokers. Rubita, Reinita and Car- 
|mencita chirp and terp practically 
everything in the south-of-the-bor- 
|} der book with Rimac as m.c., con- 
ductor and partner. 
| The snappy route hits en the 
| Afro - Cuban, mambo, 
| tango, samba and rhumba, and the 
merengue, latter a specialty of Car- 
mencita. They segue from the show 
into the dance session with the 
femmes and Charley Boy, 


| 


as partners. Then its everybody 
dance, and the floor is quickly 
filled as the combined orch-revue 
rounds out a 45-minute show- 
dance. All of this is especially en- 
ergized in the established Rimac 
fashion, claves clicking, maracas 
| shaking, bongoes banging and vo- 
cals by Rubita. There’s no more 
genuine Latin-American revue go- 
ing, and it meets with favor here. 
Next in will be the Harmonicats, 
Marci 14. Quin. 


iondon House. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Carmen Cavallaro Quartet; 
minimum Sat. only. 


$3 





Carmen Cavallaro combo is mak- 
ing its first Chi date with this four- 
weeker, and the pianist’s name 
power, coupled with a break in the 
coldwave here, should make for 
brisk biz. 'Tain’t jazz, though, and 
that’s what this room has been 
showcasing until now. 

Unit’s library, save for a current 
schmaltzer here and there, is a 
forest of evergreens. In full bloom 
at the set caught were “Begin the 
Beguine,” “Continental,” “Time On 
My Hands,” “The Very Thought of 
You,” and a nod to the classics with 
“La Mer.” Concessions to the pres- 
ent are “Fascination” and “Around 
the World.” 88’er exploits to good 
reaction his soundtracking for the 
Eddy Duchin biopic, namely “Man- 
hattan,” “Brazil” and a Chopin 
etude. 

Nothing atonal in the program. 
It’s a concert in melody, per the 
usual elaborate Cavallaro arrange- 
ments that get off his technical 
brilliance. His keyboarding domi- 
nates all the way, a sensible de- 
mand on his long credits in various 
media. There’s enough arranging, 
though, so that Jim Norton’s elec- 
tric guitar and Buffy Dee's drums 
emerge now and then to good ef- 
fect. Pit. 


Hotel Monteleone. N.O. 
New Orleans, Feb. 28. 
Jean Shannon & Brooks Bros. 
(3), Nick Stuart Orch (7); $4 mini- 
mum, 





Despite Lent, business in this 
plush spot is holding up nicely with 
Jean Shannon & the Brooks Bros., 


thusiasm with their fast-paced turn 
in hostelry’s Swan Room. 
Youngsters have grown in sta- 


here. Their 40-minute revue is 
packed with sengs embellished by 
choreography, 
by the freres and a smattering of 
lively chatter that is saleable. 
Husky-voiced Miss Shannon, a 
shapely blonde, muggs, belts out 
tunes in a powerful voice and ca- 
vorts with boys, who give her top- 


tive bits are a calypso production 
number highlighting the tunes, 
“Having A Heat Wave” and “That's 
Right,” and a “Roaring '20s” num- 
| ber with a fracturing Charleston 
|but done in authentic costumes 
that is good for plenty of guffaws 
and palm-pounding. Kids knock 
themselves out to entertain and 
win approval of apemames ? 
luz. 





Latin Quarter, M. B’eh | Cross and Les Clark are excellent 


cha-cha, | 


the | 
| Rimac son, bringing out customers | 


bouncy singing and dancing trio,| 
generating plenty of audience en-| 


ture since their first engagement | 


vocal backgrounds | 


drawer support. Act’s most effec- | 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, March 1. 

Milton Berle & Co. finally made 
the oft-postponed date they had 
| with this Beach landmark, and it’s 
a happy event for all concerned 
with the Loew solo-operated plush- 
ery getting the big crowds that 
spell return of long-missing profit 
| margins. 

Berle’s impact in this return to 

the area is of talk-of-the-town pro- 
portions. His timing, as regerds 
the date finally selected for begin- 
fning of his three-week run 
' (through mid-March) was either 
shrewd anticipation or else close 
communion with the weatherman. 
For with his advent, the warm days 
missing all wintgr suddenly re- 
turned; the town began to get the 
long-awaited guest fillup, all cli- 
maxed by an opening midnight ses- 
sion that is still being talked about 
around the afterdark circuit here; 
the word-of-mouth build hit full 
force in following days to keep the 
reservations ledger filled to ca- 
pacity. 

In the Donn Arden smooth pro- 
duction frame Berle is given a 
strong fulcrum for his comedy 
spin-outs. He quickly works into 
the opening group routines, getting 
himself involved to set the buf- 
foon’s eharacter early and to im- 
mediate howls. When he parades 
his gag-bag at total-recall turned 


into fresh twist lines, then introes | 


stock company of solid acts, the 
pace maintains a zip that sets well 
with the zany air engendered On 
his own, Stan Fisher clicks with 
his virtuoso-tinged harmonica ex- 
tracts, and displays flair for 
straight and as comedy foil for 
Berle. Ditto Betty George, another 
| longtimer in his troupe who man- 
ages to get off one palm-plaudited 
arrangement before she becomes 
| entangled in the Berle bufoonatics. 
| On night caught, the big scream 
| quotient was plussed when her bo 


| dice zipper came undone, resulting | 


|in gn unsuccessful try at holding 


lon; with Berle lending an “assist,” 


| it wound up in some broadly funny 


biz. 

| The standard segment with the 
| Metropolitan Sextet is as effective 
as ever, laughs coming high and 
steady as he pantos, muggs, be- 
comes overly fascinated in the 
cleavage of the tall femme soprano, 
the swish-tinged bit with the bari- 
tone. The switch to straight hoof- 
ery with near-show-stealers, the 
Dunhills and their precision and 
challenge dances, is the topper 
bringing tablers’ pounding for 
more; *vhich they got, in the sur- 
prise forms of an in-the-aud name 
group catapulted onstage by will- 
ing tablemates: Walter Winchell, 
Earl Wilson and Roberta Sherwood, 
then Marie McDonald and finally 
Dean Martin, followed by Tony 
Martin. It turned into a melange 
of crossfire cracks with first one, 
then another, at the mike. -The 
bonus for the customers sent them 
out talking, but not before many- 
bows demands taken by Berle & 
Co. 

Donn Arden has kept the pro- 
ductian on a ey paced and 
freshly costumed level. Martha Er- 
rolle is a fine looking, scaring-note 
lead songstress, while little Gina 
Gerardi is the pert, dynamic sou- 
bret; the ensemble numbers re- 
flect the imaginative choreography 
by Arden. All of it has been kept 
within the 90-minute tenure, to add 
to the swift-moving air of the pro- 
ceedings. Lary. 





Sahara, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, March 4. 

Dan Dailey, Collins Kids, Four 
Grads, Jimmy Cross, Les Clark, 
Camille Williams, Johnny Silver, 
Saharem Dancers (12), Louis Basil 
Orch (12); choreography and pro- 
duction numbers, Sonia Shaw, 
Bill Hitchcock: arrangements Spen- 
cer-Hagen; costumes, Eileen Youn- 
ger, Lloyd Lambert; presented 
by Stan Irwin; $3 minimum. 








Dan Dailey is the star, producer 
|and director of a new revue called 
“Around Show Biz In 60 Minutes,” 
which presents him in the Congo 
Room for his first bistro turn in 


20 years, Although the show is dis- 


|appointing because its highlights 
are spotty, it can easily be tight- 
|}ened up to make it a package of 
sustained. lofty entertainment. 

| Dailey scores highest when he's 
hoofing, and here he proves he’s 
one of the best in the biz. A bru- 
| net looker named Camille Williams 
who’s also very talented in the 
chirping-terping department joins 


| him in several song and dance skits | 


which win them heavy mitting, es- 


jin which they’re joined by the Sa- 
harem Dancers (12). 


| The Collins Kids are featured; | 


the energetic 12-year-old Larry 


|and his beautiful 15-year-old sister | 


| Lorrie click with their rock ‘n’ 
|rolling quitars, being rewarded 
| with hefty applause. 
Grads, three guys and a gal, are 
effective in their songalogy, topper 
| being “Trolley Song.” Jimmy 


pecially one called “He and She,” | 


The Four | 


hoofing partners for Dailey, and 
| the trio gets well-deserved yocks 
with a very funny fan dance rou- 
tine. Johnny Silver's big voice is 
used to advantage in “Pagliacci.” 
but he makes the mistake of tell- 
ing some jokes that are too fa- 
miliar to Vegas audiences. 

The Shaw-Hitcheock production 
numbers are a definite asset, and 
conductor Jeff Lewis smoothly ba- 
tons the Louis Basil orch 

Duke 


Riviera, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, March 4 
Dennis Da jt, DeCastro Sisters 
(3), Cavanaughs (2), Dorothy Dor 
bin Dancers (18), Ray Sinatra Orch 
(17); produced by Sammy Lewis; 
$3 minimum, 


Dennis Day is a dandy in his 
new one-man show in the Clover 
Room. In previous visits here he's 
been surrounded by ornate sets 
and production numbers, but this 
time he sings and jokes in front of 
the curtain, his only 


hats, coats and a mustache. Shir- 
ley House carries him onstage for 
a gimmick entrance, then disap- 
pears while he sings “Give Them 
All You've Got,” interspersed with 
okay impreshes of Liberace, John- 
ny Mathis and Lawrence Welk. 

In good voice, Day includes 
“Catch a Falling Star,” “The 12th 


of Never,” “Sinner Man,” “Around | 


{the World,” “McNamara’s Band,” 
“How Are Things In Glocca Mora?’ 
and “Danny Boy.” Miss House re- 
appears to hand him the costume 
props while he does an interna- 


tional tv sketch which gets yocks | 


for the British, Italian and Jap- 
anese characters, Writer Milt Ro- 
sen has provided some topical gags 
(“Marlon Brando heard he might 
win the Oscar, so he’s sent his tux 
out to be torn”) and conductor-ar- 


| tons the Ray Sinatra orch, 

The DeCastro Sisters (3) are 
featured, and lend their familiar 
stylings to such as “Send For Me,” 


“Chances Are,” “It All Depends on | 


|You” and their trademark “Teach 
|Me Tonight.” The girls look very 
pretty, know how to sell a song 
j}and are capably guided by their 
conductor-arranger Herbie Dell. 
Duke. 


Mr. Kelly's. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 


mum. 


Sarah Vaughan brings out the 
aficionado in Chicago. Singer 
| draws ‘em like flies to a picnic 
| spread, and her fortnight at this 
| intimery is a happy foregone con- 
clusion for the spot’s bookkeeper. 

Long established are Miss 
| Vaughan’s technical finesse and the | 
|sure control she has over a voice 
that’s large and rangy. Style and / 
mechanics, however, have the up- 
per hand. Warmth is but and in- 
| termittent quality, and interpreta-| 
| tion too often treats the lyric as | 
so much impedimenta to be toler- 
| ated. 
| “Sometimes I’m Happy,” “He’s 
Gone Again,” “If You Could See | 
|Me Now,” “Linger Awhile” and 
| “Dancing in the Dark” complete 
her catalog, last tune especially ef- 
fective. Patter is economic and in 
| the humble vein. Singer has excel- 
lent backing from her own trio, 





pianist Ronnell Bright, bassist 
Richard Davis and drummer Roy 
Haynes. 


| 

| Kaye Ballard and thrush Lynn | 
| Roberts are due March 10 for two 

frames. Pit. 

| 


Black Orchid. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 


Mary Kaye Trio (6); $1.50 cover. 








Faced with a Sunday (23) Len- | 
ten opener to a less than capacity 
house, Mary Kaye Trio socked out | 
ja 40-minute turn that at begoff 
had outfronters clamoring with hot | 
palms. Youngsters have been 
| around but look to be ageless, in-| 
gratiating with fresh faces and big 
infectious smiles. Their musician- 
ship, per usual, is a freewheeling | 
amalgam of syncopation and point- 
| less counterpoint, made wonder- | 
| fully visual with the body English 
}amd madcappery that hallmarks 
|the act. Solo vocals come from 
Mary Kaye, and brother Norman, 
with rubberfaced Frankie Ross in 
and out, raises a profusion of yocks 
with one-liners, differences with 
his comrades and asides to ring- 
siders, 

Tunes are, nearly all standards 
;}and Kaye Trio makes extra points 
with a spoofed “Begin the Be- 
guine” piped by Norman to offkey 
accordion and guitar backing by 
his partners, till he too goes sour 


midst audience howls Wind is 
;their trademarked “Up a _ Lazy 
River.” Act doesn’t limp for a 


moment, and proves the kids can 
go it alone in smaller spots like 
| the Orchid. ra. ji 


props being» 
a beautiful blonde Amazon, a few | 


ranger George Wyle expertly ba- | 


Sarah Vaughan (4); $2.50 mini- 


Moulin Rouge, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Feb. 26 
Ella Fitzgerald, Lou Levy Trio, 
Tony Dalli, Dick Stable Orch; 
$5.50 minimum. 





Frank Sennes is undoubtedly ex- 
perimenting with his current book- 
ing of jazz vocalist Ella Fitzgerald 
at the Moulin Rouge. Spot, which 


generally caters to the family 
trade, will be pulling in the jazz 
aficionados for this frame and 
mixed with the regulars, they 
snould pay off big fer this Sunset 
nitery, 

Miss Fitzgerald is one of the 
best singers around today, and at 
Tuesday's (25) opener proved a 


treat for everyone, even for those 
patrons that don't dig her mode of 
singing. Even the so-called squares 
gave her several ovations through- 
out the 30-minute turn 

Miss Fitzgerald's repertgire, pre- 


sented in her usual top fashion, 
include selections from Cole Porter 
and Podgers & Hart which she 
previously recorded under the 


Verve label. Singer's regular back- 
ers, the Lou Levy Trio, handle 
their chores well, as does the 
house band led by Dick Stabile. 
For this two-week siand which 
closes out March 16, Sennes has 
double-billed Tony Dalli, a young 
Italian tenor who proved to be a 
crowd pleaser. Singer, although 
handicapped by the English lan- 
guage, clicks with his operatic- 
trained voice in numbers like “O 
Sole Mio” and “Neapolitan Love 
Song.” The one song he does in 
English is “Love Is A Many Splen- 
dored Thing,” which also rings 
true. The boy shows a great deal 
of talent and is a good bet for tv 
guestings. Kafa 


| _— 
Quaglino’s & Allegro, 
London 
London, Feb. 25. 
Ron Moody, with Tommy Watt 
Orch, Roy Wallis, Leslie Baker 
| Quartet. $5.50 minimum. 





Ron Moody is an engaging young 
|comedian who specializes in im- 
| pressions that bristle with wit and 
observation. He has some claim to 
being the brightest young man cur- 
|rently operating in London's night 
| club belt. He does a 20-minute act 
| at Quaglino’s and this is extended 
| by a few minutes in the livelier, 
|more intimate atmosphere of the 
downstairs Allegro room. 

| He begins with a series of im- 
pressions of how various perform- 
ers might put over the Hamlet 
soliloquy. Groucho Marx, Crosby, 
| Alastair Sim, Trevor Howard, Nore 
man Wisdom and the Old Vie Skif- 
fle Group follow in quick succes- 
sion, and Moody uses only the min- 
imum of props and wigs for these 
caricatures. Then follow imper- 
sonations of an oldtime vaude 
artist and a devastating skit on 
rock 'n’ roll as put over by a top 
disk artist who, the week before, 
was a bank clerk. 

Then come amiable skits on fla- 
menco anc a Cuban guitar player, 
tinishing with an Italian gondolier. 
Laced with some admirably out- 
rageous puns, Moody's patter is 
slick and up to the minute and, 
altogether, the act adds up to a 
polished night club routine. Tommy 
Watt's orchestra and Leslie Baker's 
quartet handle the dancing and 
Roy Wallis makes with the piano 
in excellent intermission sessions, 

Rich, 





The Largo, H’wood 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Frances Faye, Buddy Lester, Ed- 
die Grady Orch (6); $4 maximum, 





Frances Faye has returned to the 
Sunset Strip, less than three 
months since her last appearance, 
this time to enliven things at the 
Largo. This is a change of pace 
for this club, which last featured 
a show aimed at the teen trade. 


Miss Faye has no new material 


|this time around, aside from the 


asides with which she drapes and 
undrapes her musical numbers. 
The fey Miss Faye has a leer in the 
eye that gives the most harmless 
lyric a double and occasionally 
triple meaning. Her trademark, of 
course, is the driving jazz piano 
and she does not slow or stint in 
giving of this. It is a special act 
for very special audiences, but for 
those in the Faye mood, it is a 
ball. 

Miss Faye, among her other un- 
usual inspirations, occasionally 
chants her own name as a mad 
lyric to whatever tune she hap- 
pens to be flailing away at the pi- 
ano. Eddie Grady’s band gives her 
solid backing and does equally 
well, in another mood, for dancing. 

Buddy Lester does a good job of 
warming up for the Fave fans, us- 
ing his hat routines and throwaway 
ad libs and asides for good laughs. 


OWT, 
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ARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF MARCH 5 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall 6 | Foursome 
Corps de Ballet Renald & Rudy 
Jack Beader 
Sondra Barrett Roxy 11 
Rockettes Harrison & Kossi 
Glee Club Skating Squires 
Lucille Manners Roxyettes 

AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE | 
Tiveli 11 
Shirley 


Tali 
Clitford Guest 
Curibas (4) 
George Holmes 
Neal & Newton 





Reg Priestman 
Norman 
s 


Tivoli 1 
Larry Griswold 
Johnny 
Eagle & Man 
A Robins 
Rayes & Fave 


Thorpe 
ON 





Lockwood 


Eleanor Gunter Anny Berryer 

Joe Martin, Medlock & Marlowe 

Easton Harmonica 3 | Winnetou & Squaw 

Jimmy Jefi B & D Stuchberry 

David Sterle Jimmy Parkinson 

Irene Bevans Edit Juhasz 

Kae Morgan Frank Ward 
BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome 3 
Metronotes 
Reg Lloyd 
Cecthe Freeman 
Jessie Ball 
Muriel Devon 
Doran & Duval 
Hurt Brooks 
8 Starlets 
Koy Barbour 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 3 
Anne Shelton 
Dancing Debutantes 
Gladys Morgan 
Kendors 
Johnny 
Alan & 
Malcolm 
Delrinas 
Jimmy Gay 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 3 
Jimmy Young 
Rey & Ronijy 
Sally Barnes 
Jeffrey Lenner 
Smoothey & Layton 
Mudlarks 
J & P Barbour 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 3 
Ricardo 
, 


Stewart 
“Steve” 
Mitchell 3 





Wilson Grp. | 
Crotchet 
K & A Haynes 
Jimmy Fletcher 
A & V Shelley 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 3 
Max Wall 
Averil & Aurel 
Hutch Wilson 
Keppel & Betty 
Raf & Julian 
Musical Flliotts 
Les Brazilianos 
GLASGOW 
Empire 3 
Jehnny Duncan 
Gillan & June 
Southlanders 
Bassi & June 
P & P Page 
Billy Baxter 


Co. 


Freddie Earle 
O'Duffy Bros 
HANLEY 
Royal 3 
Smith Bros. 
Jean & Julie 
Jimmie Paige 


Eddie & Partner 


Frank Harvey 
Gitson Sisters 
Carol Payne 


Pauline & Eddie 


Lo 


Metropolitan 3 


Dorothy Squires 
B 


illy Dainty 

Steve Martin 
Terry Seott 
Gay 


Johnny Hambley 


Ted Durante 
Alan Field 


LIVERPOOL 


Empire 3 
Jim Dale 


Whyton & Vipers 


S & V Pardoe 
Stan Van 


Jimmy Edmundson 
Cam'‘bell & Kog’rs'n 


Betty Fox Co 


NORTHAMPTON 
N 3 


Blondie Haigh 
Gabrielle 

Billy Roche 
Sadie Corrie 
Mandy & Sandy 


Empire 3 


Jimmie Wheeler 


| Godiva Girls Co 
NOTTINGHAM 


Murray & Maidie 


Bruce Forsyth 


Murray Campbell 


Rie Richards 


Royal Command 


Girls 
Keefe Bros 


& Ann 


SOUTHAMPTON 


Grand 3 
Roxy & Glenda 
Diane D’Orsay 
Alee Pleon 
A&C 
Del & Dorrien 
Pauline Mee 
Andree's Girls 


Laverne 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel “| 
Bobbys st t 
Orson Bean 
Will Holt 
Phyllis Dillion 
Bart Howard 
Jimmy Uy Lvon 
Bon Soir 


Syms 


Trio 


Sylvia 
Phil Leeds 
Jorie Remus 
Three Flames 
Jimmie Doniels 
Casanova 
Denna Dunn 
Margrit & Adrienne 
Chateau Magra 
Carmen Torres 
Donay & Winters 
4 fi ¢ rte 
Ralph Font 
Panchito Or« 
CoOpacabena | 
Myron Coben 


Ore 


Downstairs Room 
Julius Monk 


| 
stal rv | 
bai im | 


| Kirby 








Hotel 
Xavier Cugat 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lope, 


Denise Darcel 
Milt Shaw 
Ray Bari Orc 


Statler 
Ore 


Ore 
Hotei St. Regis 


Ore 


Latin Quarter 


Stone 4 
Beverlee 
Malagon Sis 
Peiro Bros. 

Chandrd Kaly 


Dennis 


Martha Ann Bentley 


Jamel Twins 
india Adams 
Bob Kennedy 
Jo Lombard 
B Harlowe Orc 


Le Cupidon 


Fran Warren 


Ore 


Old Romanian 


Pat Rooney 
Marge Cameror 
McKenna Line 
Avon Long 
Margaret 


a] 


Tynes 


Laverne Hutchinson 


' George Carl 


Town & Country 


Jerry Collins 
De John Sis 





| Blackburn Twins 


Ronny Harmonica Rogues 
Ceil Cat Phil Black 
Filen Hanley Ned Harvey Ore 
Jean Arnold | Stearis Ore 
Gerry Mailhews | Viennese Lantern 
Stan Keer | Janine Crire 
El Chico | Evelyn Sharpe 
Maris Terol Ernest Schoen Ore 
Lucerite Tena Paul Mann 
Carlos & Myrna Village Barn 
Mellitas Del Campo | Billy Kelly 
No. 1 Fifth Ave. | Mae Sagan 
Cedrone & Mitchell | Larry McMahon 
Bob Dewnes | lrving Harris 
Harold Fonville Belle Carroll 
Joan Bishop | Piute Pete 
Hotel Pierre | Bobby Meyers Ore 
Siantey Meiba Ore | Village Vanguord 
Joe Ricardel Ore Langston Hughes 
Betty Benee Irwin Corey 
Hotel -lvza Charlie Mingus 
Jane Morg.n Waldorf A vora 
Ted Straeier Ore Varel & Bailly 
Mark Monte Ore Chanteurs De Peris 
Hote: Roo eit Emil Colemen Orc 
Guy Lombardo Ore ! Bela Babai Ore 
C'HucAGo 
Black Orc' a Chez P ree 


Mary 


Kase Tro 
Joe ; 


Parnello ” 
Bive Ange: 
xte 


“Calypso FE va 
ganza’ 
Princess At & 
Kine Ch sa 
Lord Chi 
Lord Rafoc. 
Candelas , 
Roger Mei 
BSive ‘icte 
Woody H a 


Sommy Devis 
Borbara & Ma 
Chez 








Adorable: 6 


Ted Fio Rito Cre 

! Cloisier tno 

Eddie Higeins Trio 

Kim Kare 

Slim Goillord 
Conrea tiitten 

| “Biz Top 

}Gtenn & ©. icea 


| Menchessyvs 
Luparescus 


Paul Castle 

Darlene Sellik 

Jo Ann McGowan 

Fred Napier 

Adrian Swan 

Norman Crider 

Tune Tattlers 4 

Charlie Fisk Ore 
Drake Hotel | 

Pat O'Day 

Jimmy Blade Ore 
Gate of Horn 


| 


P Amaya & 

C. Torres 

Stan Wilson 
London House 

Carmen Cavallaro 4 
Mister Kelly's 

Sarah Vaughan 

Marr & Frigo 
Palmer House 

Carol Channing 

Chiquita & Johnson 

Ben Arden Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Avante Garde | 
Matt Dennis Trio 
Ruth Olay 

Ben Blue's 
Ben Blue 
Kay Cee Jones 
Barbara Heller 
Sammy Wolf 
Joan Kayne 
Dick Bernie 
Ivan Lane Ore 

Coconut Grove 


| Jaye P. Morgan 


| Johnny Walsh 


| Slick Slavin 
| Katie Lee 


Four Morgan Bros. 
Anthony Allan & | 
Hodges 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Crescendo 
Mills Bros. 
Dave Pell Ore 
88) Club 
Annette Warren 


interiude 





Potter's 
Club 


Larry 
Supper 
King’s Four 
Phyllis Inez 
Sandy Sims 
Teri True Dancers 
Mocambo 
Miyoshi Yumeki 
Johnny O'Neill 
Frankie Sands Trio 
Paul Hebert Orc 
Moulin Rouge 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Toni Dalli 


| Donn Arden Line 


Royal Guards 

Eddie O'Neill Ore 
Slate Bros. 

Jimmy Ames 

Ann Hathaway 

Gil Bernal 4 
Statier Hotel 

Wally Boag 

Don_ Dellair 

Ed. Bergman Ore 
The Seville 

Lecuona Cuban 


Boys 
Steven Peck & Lita 


Large 
Frances Faye Ye Little Club 
Buddy Lester Caroline Richter 
| Eddie Grady Ore Randy Sparks 

HAVANA 

Capri Rivera Ore 

Wences ' “pes Souct 
Jick Lee 

Diahann Carroll Gloria & Rolande 
, Ethel Martin Victor Alverez 
Romy Bieu Miriam Barreras 
Dick Curry La Serie Orc 

Nacional Ortega Orc 
Parisien Dners Tropicana 
Dancing Waters Nat King Cole 
W = Reves Ore Erlinda Cortes 

Riviera Alberto Rochi 
Vie Damone Blanca Varela 


| Arminda 


Elena Del Cueto 
Manolo Torrente 
Lasker Steinberg | 
Mercedes Valdes | 
Martinez | 
Maria Magdalena | 





Gladys & Freddy 

Riveros 
Guaracheros 
Monica Castel 
Tropicana Ballet 
S Suarez Orq 


Guzman Singers 4 Romeu Org 
LAS VEGAS 

Desert tnn | Ray Sinatra Orc 
“Newcomers, 1928” ahara 
Paul Whiteman | Dan Dailey 
Harry Richman Collins Kids 
Rudy Vallee Camille Williams 
Buster Keaton Louis Basil Or« 
Fifi D'Orsay Louis Prima-heely 
Carlton Hayes Orc Smith 
“Minsky’'s Folies, | Julius “gore 

International Buddy Hackett 
Smith & Dale Copa Girls 
Joey Faye | Antonio Morelli Or 
Sid Fields | 
Boubouka = San Souci 
Carol King | “Midnight in Paris 
Cee Davidson Ore bw oops 

El Cortez o nt - 
Dubonnet Trio Ray Parsons 
Dick Saunders | Sherry Shone 
Marcie Miller | Cindy & Alberto 
Deedy & Bill Jeanne Masson 
El Rancho Vegas Mile. Zabuda 
Eartha Kitt Bobby Blue Orc 
Morey Amsterdam Showboat 
Barry Ashton Dncrs Hank Penny 
Dick Rice Orch | Shirley Scott 

Flamingo | Garr Nelson 

Ritz Bros | Showboat Girls 
Gogi Grant Vie Artese Orc 


Flamingoettes 
Jack Catheart Ore 

Fremont Hotel 
Nitecaps 
Make Believes 
The Victors | 
The Castles 

Golden Nugget 
Harry Ranch 
Jie Adams 
Charlie Boyer 
L & F Maynard 
Riviera 
Day } 
Sisters 





Dennis 
De Castro 
Novelites 

Cavanaughs ' 


Silver slipper 


| Hank Henry 
| Annie Maloney 


Jimmy Shaw 
Jimmy Cavarmaugh 
Sparky Kaye 
Mac Dennison 


Geo. Redman Ore 


Thunderbird 
susto 





Tropicana 
Jayne Mansfield 


Mi¢key Hargitay 
Elaine Dunn 
Cathy Crosby 


Nat Brandywynne 


MIAMI-MIAMI! BEACH 


Americana | 
Frankie Laine | 
Allen & DeWood 


Eden Roc 
Louis Prima 
Keely Smith 


Beatrice Kraft Ders Mambo Aces 
Jackie Heller | Dorothy Donegnr 
Lee Martin Ore Emery Deutsch 
Maya Ore | Strings 
Avalon Rascha Rodeil 
Hal Winters Mal Malkin Ore 
Bobby Dukoff Ore Sonny Kendis Orc 
Anita Boyar }; Louis Varona Or« 
Red Smith 3 Empress 
Ba'moral | Barry Sisters 
Charlie Farrell | Larry Bes 
Irving Fields 3 | Hal Edwards Orc 
Billy Mitchell Fontainebleau 


Mickey Gentile 

Jose Cu_belo Ore | 
Cafe De Paris | 

George Matson 

The Szonys | 

Wiere Bros. } 

Piroska | 

Billy Fellows 

Jet MacDonald | 


Dick Estes }3 
llona Nagy is 


Chickie James 
Doug Scott | 
Croft Twins | 
Tinker Bell 
Sherry Britton 
Kingpins | 
Lyda Fairbanks | 
Freddie Bell Bell- 
hops 
Deauville | 
Donald O'Connor 
Sidnev Miller 
Mr Ballantine | 
Boginos | 
Deauvilletes 
Al Mack Ore | 
Red Caps | 
Tito Puente Ore 


| 





Damita Jo 
Di Lide 
Rageltime Revue | 
torten Bro | 
tddie Sen | 
itian H+ es 
vy Carole } 
“a 6«K-'mus 
tobby E cote 
ferme Sacer 
i Caney Orc 


| Eddie Bern 


Marlene Dietrich 
Mattison Trio 
Sacasas Or 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Milton Berle 
Betty George 
Metropolitans 
Dunhills 


Quito Clayero 
Gina Guarti 
Martha Errole 
Walter Nye Ore 
Lucerne 
Havana Mar.ii Gras 
Diosa Costello 
Velarde 
Don Casino 
Tonia Flores 
Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler 
Luis Varona 
alayan 
Hawaiian Revue 
Bhama Mama 
Calypso Revue 
Murray Franklin's 
Terry Haven 
Dick Havilland 
Danny Roecers 
Snuffy Miller 
Roy Sedley 
Linda Bishop 
Sue Lawto 


Ore 
Ore 


ard 
Nautilus 


Rose Hardaway 


Charles & Faye 


, Sonny Sands 
Henry Levene Ore 
Sevi 


Carlos & Yvonne 


Syd Stanley Ore lle 
Sans Souci Don Rickles 
Dick Hal Barry Gray 


Dolores Leigh 
Pete Brady 3 


a 
Geisha Girl Revue | Marty Franklin 3 


Ming & Ling Bob Sennett 
Toy & Wing Murri & Ruth 
Florence Ahn Shelborne 
Tony Toyada Cappiellos 


Leonard Young 
Len Dawson Ore 
Lord Flea Calypso 


RENO 
Holiday 
Kinston Trio 


Eddie Bush 
Mapes Skyroom 


Tong Bros 
Kabouki Dners 
Ruth Wallis 


Harolds Club 
Jodimars 
Knox & Korral 





Harrah's Kay Martin 
Carmen LeFave Marcia & Misters 
Lou Styles & Elliott & Lawrence 

Stylists Riverside 
King Pins Kay Starr 
Jan Stewart 3 j Starlets 
Mafalda Bill Clifford Ore 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Ann's 440 Club Hangover 
Patsy Kelly | Earl Fatha Hines 
Ore 

Inez Torres Muggsy Spanier 

Marsh Bros Hungry i 
Backstage Don Adams 

Joanne Beretta Gateway Singers 

Bernard Bragg Jo Ryder 
Blackhawk Tom O’Horgan 

Billy Taylor 3 Jack’s Waterfront 

Slappy White Ernestine Anderson 


Memry Midgett 
Pat Paulsen 


Yurk Murphy Ore 

Fack’s Ii Jazz Showcase 
Vagabonds Paul Bley 4 
Mel Young Purpte Onion 


Lil Greenwood 


Four Preps r 
Lou Gottlieb 


Fairmont Hotel 





Johnny Mathis | Jim Shaw’s Puppets 
E. Heckscher Ore 365 Club 
Gay 90's Jeannie Johnson 
Bee, Ray & Ray K. | Allen Cole 
Goman | Dorothy Dorben 
Joy Healy Dncrs 6 | Ders (10) 
Wally Rose Orc | Alex Dushin Ore 














House Review 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Empire. Glasgow 
Glasgow, Feb. 26. 
Alma Cogan, Terry Wayne & 
Rhythm Boys (3), Three Brittons, 
Tattersall, Johnny Stewart, Johnny 








Silver, Al Fuller & Janette, Tony | 


& Pauline Derrick, Bobby Dowds 


Orch 


Alma Cogan, English thrush re- 


Unit Reviews 


Les Frivolites Franeaises racy rather than tricks is key te 











—-- 


» City ‘ | success, 

os dae Atlantic City, March a | Variety acts that fill out the 
2 i Richard, Robert Lemoure | show are all western in character, 
Florida Trio, Twirling Dervis '€8,/ save for the Carlssons, a juggling 
Palermo Bros, Marcel LeBon, Gri-| and bellringing duo. Smokey Koge 
sha & Brona, Laurette & Clymas, | ers, who cleffed “Gone,” a hit in 
|Femmes and Hommes du Moulin} the western genre, contributes a 
fRouge, Henry Goodwin Jazz Band | standout solo on the banjo. 
with Mary Ann Foley; Teva Gorde| With each show running close te 
& Les Cordes d’Argent, Louis two hours, afternoon and evening 
Szoke & Les Tziganes featuring the | performances attracted a disap- 











Hungarian Singers; Porcelli Trio, | Pointing aggregate of some — 
Jean Weyts, Howard Lanin orch, n. 
Chalfonte-Haddon Hail House 





| Orch; staged by Jack Nagle; pro- 
duced by Mike Lanin; sets, Cleon 
Throckmorton; lighting, Charles 
Costello At  Chalfonte-Haddon 
| Hall, Feb. 28-March 1, ’58. 


New Acts 


BEVERLEE DENNIS 














_ , Mimic 
Through its “winter cruise” 1@ Mins. 
package deals Chalfonte-Haddon Latin Quarter, N.Y. 


|Hall has taken what once were This Miss Dennis is not in 
| three usually n.s.g. weekends and! yarrery files under this tag, and 
| converted them inte near-capacity certainly her current act bears 
| boxoffice. Its elaborately staged jittle semblance of the one re- 
“Les Frivolites Francaises” drew viewed some years back as Beverly 
more than 1,700 guests when held) pennis. This light-haired comely 
|for a second year Friday and Sat-| miss leans heavily on mimicing 
|urday nights (28-1). celebs and doing a monolog with 
| Both evenings started with a some new and some blue lines for 
cocktail party in Haddon Hall with returns. She is an arduous worker 
Teva Gorde’s music, guests then) but some of the material seems a 
eating an elaborate five-course| bit questionable. : 
French dinner. They crossed over Miss Dennis’ interpretation of a 
to Chalfonte where an entire floor barn dance in the Catskill Moun- 
was decorated to depict a Paris) tains is trimly turned out for grati- 
i street with night clubs and bars.| fying results. She dons several furs 
There was entertainment in three | and coats to belt out her version 
cafes, with music in as many bars.| Of Sophie Tucker. la 43 a 

Biggest room is Le Moulin Rouge | : mee Rete nw poner Mh ee 
{(600) where two shows were pre-|\UPi. IS Oe eee be develope 
sented wotene capacity audiences. further for even heavier applause. 
Here Jack Nagle staged and Mike Miss Dennis has excellent pipes 
Lanin produced a fast moving | aa, ait anaes pruning oaadl adjust- 
French variety bill with the songs! ing her act could be topflight. As 
of Zik Scher, —— senor is, she went over well here. 


cently in N. Y. for a nitery date,| Bergere’’ girl, Wear 
headlines a poorish layout here.| Lamouret’s clever ventriloquist act ae < 
’Distaffer, a kouncy brunet with! with dog and duck was a real BILLY NENCIOLI 

srowing sense of fun, gives out) laughgetter, while the Twirling Sengs F 

brightly in current tunes and fa-| Dervishes, Florida Trio and Pal- 15 Mins 

vorite pops, scoring with “The/}ermo Bros., backed up by elaborate Comedie-Caumartin Paris 

Story of My Life” and “Never Do! production numbers, provided a Billy Nencioli is a personable 


\ Tango With an Eskimo. 


Distaffer, strikingly garbed in 
blue, ranges from “In Middle of 


An Island” through “Tammy” to 
“Ma, He’s Making Eyes At Me.” 
She dealt cleverly at show caught 
with wolf-whistling males, and is 
obviously becoming mistress of the 
snappy answer, F’rinstance, when 
one young male outfronter let out 
» vell of pleasure as a sort of wolf- 
call to brunette’s s.a., she retorted 
sl'ckly: “Where does it hurt most?” 
Thrush is also working more gab- 
bing into her act, and she recalls 
N.Y. experiences between tunes. 

Terry Wayne is another teenage 
performer with guitar, boyish 


looks and a certain way with the, 


ils, backed by a personality-lack- 
ing rhythm group. scores with 
Jailhouse Rock,” but lack of teen- 
age element at early show caught 
resulted in his act going over only 
average; it also needs better pres- 
entation 

Al Fuller & Janette, mixed terp- 
ing duo, are hardworking opening 
hoofers, and femme impresses with 
solo work in second-half teeoff. 
Tony & Pauline Derrick are so-so 


instrumental pair. Johnny Silver, 
billed as “new star comedian,” | 
mouths indistinctly into micro- 


phone and garners minimum of re- 
action with n.s.g. fun-fodder. 

Best support is from the Three 
Brittons, two males and a young 
femme with solid unicycle and 
jugsling offering. Australian trio 
obviously have the right vaude 
touch, and show skill in routines 
on varied-size unicycles and in 
club-tossing. Johnny Stewart is 
tall, fair-haired comedy man who 
shows promise, and should make 
headway once he decides on his 
style of fun; in current act, he gets 
most aud resvonse with travesties 
of types in a seaside concert revue. 


Tattersall, experienced vent, 
scores strongly with*his dummy 
stooges (‘see New Acts). Bobby 


Dowds’ resident orch gives usual 
auequate showbacking. Lavout is 
weakest in support stuff, and 
should be stronger for resumption 
of vaude season at this Auld Lang 
Syne vaudery Gord. 


Gina Davis Covers 
Mid-East Borderline 
Gina Davis, daughter of society 
maestro Meyer Davis, was aired on 
both sides of the Israeli border 
uring her current tour of the 
Near East. She was interviewed in 
English and sang American songs 
or a radio station in Jordan, and 
the following week did a program 
on KOL, Israel, of French songs 
and Negro spirituals. 
She moved on to Istanbul last 
week for twe concerts and a broad- 
ic ast 


solid hour of entertainment. Music looking young singer in the Gallie 
was by Howard Lanin’s orch. crooner ‘category. His soft, catchy, 
In the Folies Bergere a second self-cleffed songs are all done in 
variety bill was offered with Marcel an engaging glissando manner. 
LeBon emceeing and singing Gal-| pespite a sameness in ditties and 
lic numbers. Grisha & Brona drew gelivery, he looks a good staple for 
top applause with their fire dance, | poites here and secondary house 
their semi-nude bodies coated with | spots) However, sans the needed 
a silver-like substance to the de-| personalized aspects, his U. S. pos- 
light of the camera fans. Laurette | cjpilities are limited. Mosk. 
& Clymas proved a clever and} 
amusing dance team. The Folies- 
Bergere orch and Porcelli trio pro- Songs 
vided music. 20 Mins, 
Third night spot is the Cafe des 'Comedie-Caumartin, Paris 
Beaux Arts with Louis Szoke &| Looking like a cross between_a 
'His Gypies and the Hungarian|satyr and an oldtime Gallic lowlife 


|RENE-LOUIS LAFFORGUE 


Singers. Here a huge screen was! Apache type, Rene-Louis Lafforgue 
set up and on it were flashed|has a big, expressive voice and a 
French paintings, many of them series of catching self-cleffed dit- 


nudes. |ties. Though his offbeat physique 
| Henry Goodwin jazz band with and miming only jive intermittent- 
Mary Ann Foley, pianist, were fea-|ly with his lyrics, he locks to de- 
tured in the St. Germain des Pres. | velop into a top personalized sing- 
Howard Lanin Management Inc.,|¢€T, and, with more work, and a 
of New York, provided the talent. Cohesion between his character 
Hundreds of sets were designed by | !00ks and songalog, a possible star. 
Cleon Throckmorton to lend au-| But se far that unique, overall 
thenticity to French street and cafe | Synching of drive, point of view 
scenes. Walk, |and ability has not quite merged. 
His work songs, simple love ditties 

and street songs have him at his 
best. When he clicks he may also 
be something for specialized Yank 
(ARENA, SAN DIEGO) spots where French chanters are 
7 a plus, otherwise he looks mainly a 


Matt Dillon Western 
| Variety 











In break-in of projected tour, 
Jim Arness, star of CBS-TV oater | 
“Gunsmoke,” makes his singing | 
debut an auspicious one. Wearing | 
his Marshall Dillon garb through- /j 


San Diego, Feb. 25. local bet. Mosk. 
Jim Arness with Smokey Rigers | es 
Group (6), Frontiersmen (5), Carls- | ‘Varial 5 Bu 
Elaine DuPont, Gary Williams. At! c a y ys = 
San Diego Arena, San Dieg », Feb. ee Se Cae, S 
| O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery; the 
N. Y. Post by Gilbert & Gilbert. 
For most of its more than half- 
century of publication Variety has 


Harry Landau production starring | » 
sons, Gail Moser, Mar Terhune, | 

22, ‘56; 32 “a s | negotiations by its attorneys, 

Why Green Cover Was Dropped 

been a Rogowski press job. Prior 


j 
out, he reveals a hard-hitting | thereto when the gre 
; : : , en cover was 
vir‘le baritone that fits the role the paper's poh ae newsstand 
and could lead to good results on | identification and its unofficial 


wax. Voice is a la Vaughn Mon- 
roe with plenty of drive 
An ingratiating personality is 


trademark, frequently identified in 
the early days as “the green sheet” 
another asset, Arness turning on | because of its cover, it was printed 
|the charm as an able emcee for | 4t C. J. O’Brien which, for a num- 
|most of the show. His own turn | ber of years, continued to handle 
| is on the brief side and could stand | the binding of Anniversary Num- 
expanding. Backed by the Fron-| bers and occasional other special 
tiersmen, a western instrumental |issues which also had the special 
group, Arness_intones “Home on| green cover. When Variety went 
the Range, 1 Want to Drink/ to its present tabloid size, a pub- 
oy a an — Tin Cup” and, | lication step to accelerate news 
or finale, a cowboy lament reci- | coverage—the paper goes to press 


| tative. : 
Arness also engages in a mock | lat Seay ene eee 


brawl with stuntman Bob Morgan | Wednesday—it required the high 
a rouser for the smallfry, after ex.|5Peed rotary press facilities of 
plaining telefilm fight techniques, | Rogowski. 


It makes for action onstage, but The plant, founded by the late 


whether disillusion might set in| Henri Rogowski in 1896, was pur- 
among youthful viewers is moot. | Chased by Vartery Inc. in 1935. It 


| Gunplay is held down to two shots|has been at its present Pearl 


with Arness explaining that accur- |St. location for many years. 
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Wanted: Theatre ‘Glamor’ 


Harold Clurman, a noted Broadway directer and drama critic 
(for The Nation) expressed a number of novel and provocative 
ideas about the theatre, in a recent article in the N. Y. Times 
Magazine. Following are excerpts: 

The American audience patronizes the theatre; the English audi- 
ence loves it. This may be an illusion. In that case, I would still 
maintain that the English behave as if they love the theatre more 
—and that alone makes a difference in the effect they produce in 


their theatre’s atmosphere. 


At the opera and ballet, where people “dress” more frequently 
than they do at plays, where flowers are brought and bouquets 
thrown, where bravos are less apologetic, where a sense of ritual 
pleasure and even lavishness are created not only on the stage but 
in the auditorium, the theatre still has glamor. 

How destestable the announcement in theatre columns of the in- 
vestments made in plays and the degree of profit or loss realized 
on each of them: It is a thousand times better for the health of the 


theatre for an audience to view it as an art, which is fun 


than as 


a trade, which is trouble. (Tut-tut: it’s not polite to point—-Ed.) 

Let us encourage people who are never bored at the theatre and 
find something good in every show. Boredom is boring. Ask the 
manager to set aside one evening to be the exclusively dressy one, 
as is done at the Paris opera, and another as the popular-price 
night, as at the Met. Both will be successful. 

We need not fear snobbism. I wish an off-Broadway house would 
hang out a sign, “Only plays for intellectuals and highbrows here,” 
and stick to it, so that many would sneer and cause others to vie 


with one another to get in. 








Reversal of $50,000 Diary’ Verdict 
May Open Up Case for Hacketts 


week of 


awarded Myer 


Reversal last 
$50,000 verdict 


Levin against Otto Frank and Ker- | 


| 


to} 
‘ 


mit Bloomgarden may lead 


the+ 


clarification of several issues of the | 
ease. It may ulso resolve a related | “Medea,” will get its first U.S. 


difficulty regarding the legit rights | stage presentation this fall from | 
Levin's at-| the San Francisco Opera Company. | 


to literary properties. 





Rival Operatic ‘Medeas’ 
San Francisco, March, 4 
Cherubini’s 161-year-old opera, 


torney, Howard Hilton Spellman} jtje role will be sung by soprano 


Jr., has indicated the intention of 
appealing the dismissal or bring- 
ing the case to trial again. 

The verdict in Levin’s tavor was | 





set aside by N. Y. Supreme Court|j,, py Maria Callas, ex-favorite in | 


Eileen Farrell, who sang it in a 
concert version at New York two 
years ago. 

Same work will be done in Dal- 


Judge Samuel C. Coleman on the | Frisco, 


that there had been #¢a} 
failure of proof as to| 
He 


ground 
complete 
damages” in the original trial. 
had previously dismissed the first 
three counts of Levin’s suit, charg- 
ing breach of contract, fraud and 
inducement of breach of contract. 
Last week's action nullified the 
jury’s $50,000 verdict on the final 
count, charging plagiarism. 
Levin's suit claimed that Frank, 
father of the late author of “Diary 
of a Young Girl,” had violated an 
agreement to let him dramatize 
the book. The action also named 
Kermit Bloomgarden, producer of 
the Pulitzer Prize and Critics 
(Continued on page 77) 


Miller Theatre, M’wkee, 
To Shutter Next Week; 
May Reorg and Reopen 


Milwaukee, March 4. 

The Fred Miller Theatre here is 
eutting short Ks winter stock sea- 
son as the result of action taken 
last Friday (28) by the board of 
trustees of Drama Inc., the corpo- 
ration operating the house. The 
theatre will close March 15, when 





the current entry, “O Mistress 
Mine,” starring Sylvia Sidney, 
ends its three-week run. Three 


more shows had been scheduled 
for the 10-play season. The spot 
will probably reopen under a re- 
organized setup. 

The shuttering follows the resig- 
nation of Mrs. Mary John as presi- 
dent of the corporation, chairman 
of the board and managing direc- 
tor of the theatre. Mrs. John at- 
tributes her resignation to “dis- 
sention among certain staff mem- 
bers, disagreement within the 
board and disapproval of a request 

(Continued on page 77) 


‘Bride’ Will Set Record 








For Duchess, in London 


London, March 4. 


“The Bride and the Bachelor,”|as a non-profit, tax exempt insti- | 


by Ronald Miller, will play its 
514th perfermance March 14 at the 
Duchess Theatre, thereby breaking 
the present record for the house, 
set by Terence Rattigan’s “Sep- 
arate Tables.” 

The Peter Saunders production 
opened Dec. 19, 1956. It stars 
Cicely Courtneidge. Naunton 
Wayne and Robertson Hare, and 
the company has already been no- 
tified that it will layoff. Holy Week 
(March 31-April 5), so presum- 
ably the comedy will continue its 
run thereafter. 








Invite Houston 


To Pay Own Tab 


Houston, March 4. 

Alley Theatre here has been in 
vited to send a company of play 
ers to the Brussels World's Fair 
as the “community theatre” rep- 
resentative of the United States. 
But Heuston must pay its own ex- 
penses since Congress has cut the 


This Gets Confusing 
Chicago, March 4. 

Tiger Joe Marsh, the ras- 
sler-turned-actor (he had a role 
in the road company of “Tea- 
house of the August Moon"’), 
has turned rassler again. In his 
first match in three years, Ti- 
ger Joe bested Don Cortez in 
13 minutes, one fall. Usually 
the villain in past wrestling 





bouts, Marsh this time was cast 
| as the good guy. 

His principal occupation to- 
| day is neither wrestling nor 
| acting, however. Marsh has a 
| public relations firm in Chi- 
cago. 


File Thornfeld 
Case With Equity 
Vs. Errol Flynn 


Courtney Burr and Huntington 
, Hartford are filing charges against 
|Errol Flynn with Actors Equity 
| The issues involved include “breach 
| of contract” and “conduct unbe- 
|coming a member” of the union. 
The dispute with the actor stems 
from his brief starring appearance 
in “Master of Thornfield,” pro- 
duced by Burr, in association with 
Sterling Productions. 

Hartford, who adapted the play 
from Charlotte Bronte’s novel, 
;“Jane Eyre,” the title now being 
| used by the production, is respon- 
sible for the Equity bond. He also 
|signed the production § contract 
with Flynn, which he claims is for 
six months, through next July. 
Flynn withdrew from the show 
Feb. 22 after two tryout weeks, one 
,in Detroit and the other in Cin- 
cinnati. 

Prior to withdrawing from the 
presentation. Flynn publicly panned 
the play, while Hartford claims 
the actor didn’t learn his role and 
showed up at less than one-third of 








the rehearsals. Meanwhile, the pro- | 


| duction, which laid off last week, 
{resumed its tryout tour last night 
| (Tues.) at Colonial Theatre, Bos- 
ton, with John Emery as Flynn's 
successor. Emery’s illness forced 
last week’s layoff. 


‘BEHRMAN’S MAJOR 
REWRITE ON ‘JANE’ 


Unusual production this week at 
the North Jersey Playhouse, Fort 
Lee, sees S. N. Behrman’s “Jane” 





| 


Everybody Doesn't 








, . 

_ Rebeson’s Passport Suit 
| Washington, March 4 

Singer Paul Robeson, turned 
back by the State Dept. and courts 
in previous efforts to obtain a pass- 
| port, is trying again. 
| He has filed a new suit in the 
| U.S. District Court, seeking to 
force the State Dept. to issue a 
passport to him. He contends he 
wants to go primarily to England 
for stage and television commit- 
ments. Robeson has refused to 
answer questions from the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
and others on any alleged Com- 
munist associations. 


Not Worth $9.90, 
| Sez Helen Hayes 


Helen Hayes, costar of “Time 
Remembered,” Jean Anouilh’s com- 
edy, at the Morosco Theatre, N.Y., 
is “hurt” by the $9.90 top for the 
Playwrights Co. production. “I dis- 
own the whole thing,” 
| quoted as saying last week by crit- 
ic-columnist Ward Morehouse in 
the Newark Star-Ledger and for 
the North American Newspaper 
Alliance. 

“God knows,” the actress report- 
ediy said, “I did everything pos- 


sible to bring about lower prices. I | 


| want this to be known: I signed my 


contract for a straight 10° of the | 


gross. I ‘ater tore up that contract 
and took one for less than the 
10°% 

“That $9.90 per seat isn’t my do- 
ing or the doing of the two young 
Stars who are appearing with me. 
It’s the doing of that old devil, the 
production. It’s really not greed 
on the part of the management. 
| It’s just the instinct for survival. 
| But I-don't think I’m worth $9.90 
a ticket, not even with Susan Stras- 
| berg and Richard Burton playing 
|with me. It all makes me very 
| sad.” 

The star also expressed a com- 
,mon attitude of actors toward thea- 


appropriations fer American par-| having been given a major writing | tre parties. “You get through the 


ticipation. 

Commissioner-General of the 
U. S. (Howard Cullman) extended 
the invitation to Houston via Mar- 
cella Cisney of his performing arts 


revision. 

This differs from a somewhat 
| Similar instance when Thornton 
| Wilder revised “The Matchmaker” 
| for Ruth Gordon, after it had failed 


;opening,” she told Morehouse, 
|“and you feel that you're earned a 
|period of calm — and then those 
damn theatre varties start. But 
what can you do? Apparently 


staff with special urging since for- | 00 Broadway with Jane Cowl, but | they've become a necessity. 


eign countries have nothing equiv- he didn’t rewrite the original script | 


“Those people just sit out there 


alent to the little theatres of the) for the revival. Behrman has made | and stare at you in open rebuke. 
States and it is felt this is a good |More major revisions with “Jane.” | They've paid $50 a seat and they're 


way to win prestige by pointing up 
something grassroots American 
which is artistically unique. 

Mrs. Nina Vance, managing di- 
rector of the Alley, cannot accept 


the invitation immediately since | 


the willingness of 
believed about $115,000, is un- 
checked. If making the trip to Bel- 
gium, Alleyites would fill the week 
of Sept. 16—one of 26 weeks the 
performing arts staffers are trying 
to book, much of it by promotion 
and donation from private sources. 


SEEK TAX EXEMPTION 
FOR N. Y. CITY CENTER 


Washington, March 4. 
Legislation to exempt the N.Y.C. 
Center of Music and Drama from 
the Federal 10% admissions tax, 
has been introduced by Senators 
Irving Ives and Jacob Javits of 
that state. 


The Center has regarded itself 





tution and has not collected an ad- 
missions tax since 1951 on tickets 
to its drama, opera, ballet and 
other performances. However, last 
month, the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice ruled the Center was not en- 
titled to an exemption as an“educa- 


tional and cultural institution, ex- | 


cept for opera and ballet under 
another section of the law. Thus 
the Center faces the problem of 
now adding the tax to light opera 
and dramatic productions, which 
would increase prices and probably 
decrease patronage. 


Houston's | 
wealthy folk to pony up the costs, | since 1946, has launched a local| connected with 





Seek $100,000 Bankroll 
| For Albany Music Tent 


Albany, March 4. 

Eddie Rich, a strawhat producer 
campaign to raise funds for the 
establishment of a musical tent 
theatre at suburban Colonie, about 
jnine miles north of downtown 
Albany. He plans to peddle 

$100,000 in stock and bonds for 
| the proposed canvastop, which will 
be called the Colonie Musical Thea- 
| tre. 

| The projected tent, a 2,000- 
seater, will have a potential weekly 
capacity gross of $25,000. Tickets 
will be scaled from 
Pre-opening expenses are figured 
at $20,500, while the weekly oper- 
ating budget is estimated at $12,- 
150 on the basis of the following 
breakdown: 

Principals, $2,275; manager and 
staff, $1,000; stage crew, $750; 
chorus, $1,500; director and chore- 
ographer, $500; musicians, $1,200; 
musical royalty (guaranteed against 
percentage), $1,000: costume rental, 
$1,000; publicity and printing, $1,- 
000; travel expenses, $150; scenery 
and props, $175; insurance ‘includ- 
ing public liability), $400; auditing, 
| telephone, office and taxes, $1,000, 
and land rental, $200. 





Eric Greenwood was inadvert- 


| ently tagged as co-producer of the 
recently-closed Avenue Theatre, 
Toronto, in last week’s issue. Terry 
Fisher was sole operator of the 
house, with Greenwood employed 
as manager for a four-week period. 


$1.10-$3.60. | 


;not happy about it. The actors be- 
| come merely a tax deduction for 
theatre party customers. Never did 
|I think I'd go through all these 
| vears in the theatre and become a 
| deduction.” 

Because of various complications 
the production, 
|“Time Remembered” cost about 
| $150,000 to open on ‘Broadway. 
It had recouped about $106,000 un- 
til recent weeks when 
have declined te near the $30,000 
| break-even point. 


| 
JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT 
| MEETING OTTO FRANK 


Joseph Schildkraut, who will 
play his original stage role in the 
film edition of “Diary of Anne 
Frank,” left the touring legit com- 
pany in Philadelphia two days 
ahead of schedule last week in or- 
der to meet his real life counter- 
part, Otto Frank, father of the late 
authoress of the book. It was the 
actor’s first opportunity to meet 
Frank, and he said he was looking 
forward to it as one of the high- 
lighis of his life. 

Schildkraut was to have with- 
draws from the play last Saturday 
(1), but left Thursday night (27), 
being succeeded by Francis Lede- 
rer. He met Frank in New York 
| and left the same day (Friday) for 
Hollywood. Frank, the only mem- 
| ber of his family who survived 
Nazi prison camp following the 
events related in the book and de- 
picted on the stage, has never seen 
the »lay and does not intend to. 





she was| 


receipts | 


Hate the Critics; 


-Party-Dodging Brooks Atkinson Gets 
Sentimental Works From Broadway 


+ By HOBE MORRISON 


Something new in theatrical ex- 
perience, a party in honor of a 
critic, was given Sunday night (2) 
at Sardi’s restaurant, N.Y., for 
Brooks Atkinson, of the N.Y. Times, 
The sentimental occasion, as play- 
wright-director Moss Hart called 
it, was more or less in recognition 
of Atkinson's 35 years as a legit 
reviewer. Actually, however, it was 
a virtually spontaneous outpouring 
of admiration and affection—again 
| unique as to a critic 
| The affair took Atkinson com- 
pletely by surprise. He had been 
told by his novelist-wife Oriana 
| Atkinson, that they were to stop 
in briefly at a 25th wedding anni- 
|versary party for director-acting 
|eoach Lee Strasberg and his wife 
|Paula. The critic, who habitually 
|avoids parties, particularly theat- 
rical ones, had reluctantly agreed 
| to go 
| When they entered Sardi's, which 
| was open on a Sunday night for the 
first time in 29 years, especially 
for the occasion, the 130 guests 
gave Atkinson a standing ovation. 
The critic at first thought they had 
all lost their minds, and even the 
next day he assumed that the 
Strasberg “anniversary” was gen- 
uine and the tribute to him was 
incidental. 

Features of the party included 
letters from playwrights Sean 
| O’Casey, writing from Ireland, and 
Moss Hart, who had left the pre- 
vious day for London; a citation 
from Actors Equity, a special song 
written for the occasion by Arthur 
Schwartz and Howard Dietz, the 
singing by Mary Martin of “I'm in 
| Love with a Wonderful Guy,” with 
composer Richard Rodgers at the 
piano, and the presentation by 
Helen Hayes of a large silver tray 
engraved with the signatures of all 
the guests. , 

Nothing Maudlin 

Apparently, it was one of the 
most enjoyable parties in Broad- 
way history. The atmosphere was 
| spontaneous, informal, friendly but 
; not in the least maudlin. Although 
| the various “acts” had been care- 
|fully rehearsed, practically every- 


| ‘Continued on page 77) 


N.Y. Times and Trib Halt 
‘The’ Show Title Tricks, 
But Merrick Holds Out 


The N.Y. Times and N.Y. Herald 
| Tribune have clamped down on the 
}gimmicking of show titles for up- 
|front positions in the ABC ads. 
| Only complete show titles, includ- 
jing the initial “The” when called 
|for, are being accepted for the 
legit listings by both papers. 

The ABC situation reached the 
|ridiculous stage last week when 
|“Li'l Abner” dropped “Li'l” to 
| lead the lineup and “Time Re- 
membered” forced a showdown by 
prefacing its title with “Aaaah.” 
The Abner ad ran in all the dailies 
for several days, while the ““Aaaah” 
| bit was confined to the early edi- 
tion of the Thursday (27) Times. 

-The Times subsequently refused 
to take both ads and initiated a 
| Policy of alphabetical listings un- 
|der accurate titles. The Tribune 
| took a similar stand, as announced 
| by amusement advertising manager 
| George Scher in wires to legit pro- 
| ducers and pressagents. 

It's generally felt in the trade 
that the “Abner” and “Time” ads 

(Continued on page 76) 


Brooks, Oriana Atkinson 
Visit Texas and Coast 


} 
| 








Brooks Atkinson, drama critie of 
the N. Y. Times, left yesterday 
(Tues.) with his wife, novelist 


Oriana Atkinson, to cover shows 
and theatres in Dallas, Houston, 
Los Angeles, Pasadena and San- 
Francisco. He is due back in about 
four weeks 

During Atkinson’s absence, 
drama editor Lewis Funke will 
cover the regular Broadway open- 
ings for the Times, and will share 
the off-Broadway reviewing with 
staffers Arthur Gelb and Louis 
Calta. The regular Sunday criti- 
cal column will be written by At- 
| kinson from out-of-town. 
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Shows on 


Who Was That Lady 
i Saw You With? 


Leland Hayward production of two-act 





a scene comedy by Norman Krasna 
Stars Peter Lind Hayes, Mary Healy, Ray 
Walston; features Roland Winters, Larry 
Storch, Frank Milan, Gregory Morton, 
William Swetlond, Staged by Alex Segal; 
5 ery, Rouben Ter-Arutunian; costumes, 
Ruth Morl music, Bernard Green. At 
Martin Beck Theatre, N.Y., March 3, °58; 
$6.90 top 

David Williams . Peter Lind Hayes 
Michael Haney Ray Walston 
Gchulte .. «cv dscecwaes Wallace Rooney 
Ann Williams .....e00. Mary Healy 
Robert Doyle . William Swetland 
Secretary jeneewen Joan Morgan 
Harry Powell oveces Roland Winters 
Walter  ....ccccosse ,. Stephen C. Cheng 
Lee Wong . Richard Kuen Loo 
Gloria Coogle . Roxanne Arlen 
Florence Coogle .. Virginia de Luce 
Joe Bendix . Pete Gumeny 
Evans Robert Burr 
Parker Frank Milen 
Orlo ° Larry Storch 
Belka Gregory Morton 
Tenants Pete Gumeny, Pamela Curran, 


Joan Morgan 
W. Edear Rooney 


Building Employee ; 
Dan Frazer 


MeCarthy 


Norman Krasna seems to be los- 
ing his knack of getting solid enter- 
tainment from featherweight 
scripts. As his plays get thinner 
the physical productions become 
heavier and the comedy less spon- 
taneous 

The playwright-scenarist’s new- 
est effort, “Who Was That Lady I 
Saw You With?” which has brought 
producer Leland Hayward back to 
Broadway after a_ three-picture 
fling in Hollywood, is more sub- 
stantial and certainly funnier than 
his last legit work, “Kind Sir.” But 
it seems more forced and less amus- 
ing than his previous one, “John 
Loves Mary,” and that was inferior 
than the one before, “Dear Ruth.” 

This new antic has a few funny 
scenes and quite a few laugh lines, 
but the premise isn't believable 
and the comedy isn’t sustained. The 
show has attractive stars in Peter 
Lind Hayes, Mary Healy (Mrs. 
Hayes) and Ray Walston, and they 
give reasonably skillful perform- 
ances. It also has one of the most 
lavish and elaborate physical pro- 
ductions of any straight play in 
years 

The scenery contributes a good 
deal to the show—perhaps_ too 
‘ much. Maybe the movable settings, 
frequent scene shifts, mechanical 
gadgets, complex lighting and the 
considerable incidental music is too 
imposing for such a little yarn to 
earry 
for it to support economically. 

On the face of it, therefore, 
“Who Was That Lady” looks too 
meagre and expensive for its own 
good—in short a doubtful bet for 
much of a Broadway run. With 
drastically simplified physical set- 
up it could be a bet for stock. And 
it probably has the makings when 
fattened up, of a solid laugh pic- 
ture 

The comedy involves a_ mild 
chemistry professor whose wife dis- 
covers him kissing one of his stu- 
dents and forthwith prepares to 
take off for a Reno divorce. In 
desperation, the hero follows the 
advice of his television scripter 
friend, and tells the little woman 
that he's really an undercover FBI 


man and was kissing the girl 
merely to get evidence of enemy 
espionage. Events thereafter be- 


come increasingly fantastic, not to 
say incredible. 

Some of shenanigans are unde- 
niably funny, particularly a slap- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Broadway 


Blue Denim 

Barbara Wolferman & James Hammer 
stein presentation of three-act four 
scenes) drama by James Leo Herlihy and 
William Noble. Features Chester Morris, 
June Walker, Carol Lynley, Burt Brincker 
hoff, Warren’ Berlinger, Pat Stanley 
Staged by Joshua Logan: setting, Peter 
Larkin; lighting, Charles Elson; costumes, 


Alvin Colt. At Playhouse, N.Y., Feb. 27, 
58; $6.90 top Friday-Saturday nights 
$5.75 weeknights 

Arthur Bartley Burt Brinckerhoff 
Maj. . Bartley eee Chester Morri 
Lillian Bartley ...... Pat Stanley 
Jessie Bartley June Walker 
Ernie Lacey ...... Warren Berlinger 
Janet Willard Carol Lynle; 


Booth Tarkington and Penrod 
are left far astern in this journey 
into modern adolescence’s very- 
real he-she problems. “Blue Den- 
im" is a fairly successful, frequent- 
ly moving, drama - with - humor 
wherein puppy love faces the 
threat of producing puppies. 

There is a good evening's enter- 


tainment at the Playhouse, and 
three stunning “young perform- 


ances” by Burt Brinckerhoff, War- 
ren Berlinger and Carol Lynley. 
But some doubts arise both as re- 
guards the Broadway tenure and the 
film adaptation possibilities. Put it 
this way: within a puritanical, and 
therefor somewhat hypocritical, 
culture the subject of abortion is 
peculiarly embarrassing to many 
people. 

“Blue Denim” is the work of two 
new television-trained playwrights, 
James Leo Herlihy and William 
Noble. It is certainly not a great 
literary work (first seen in straw- 
hat tryout in 1955) but it makes its 
case believably. Its merits as a 
stage piece are in ratio to its hon- 


;estv and directness. Most of all, in 


| the 


directorial con- 
struction, the play plays, it en- 
gages interest and the viewer is 
concerned with the youngsters. 

In its quiet way, the authors 
never being too explicit about 
their thesis, “Blue Denim” says a 
number of things about midcen- 
tury America. As shameful and 
terrifying as is the basic predica- 
ment of the youngsters, and the 
overpowering force of their re- 
course to abortion, almost worse is 
indictment of incurable em- 
barrassment and prudery which 
makes it impossible for the two 
generations to communicate. The 
floundering parents, played by 


Joshua Logan's 


| Chester Morris, and June Walker, 


theatrically, and too costly | 


are not mean, but they surely are 


| obtuse. 


} 


| 
| 


The mounting drama evolves out 


| 
| 
| 


of the conviction of the teenagers | 


that they must somehow solve 
their problems without adult aid, 
though one timid effort is made to 
solicit it. Faced with the pregnancy 
of a girl not yet 16 the boy 
(Brinckerhoff) and his chum (Ber- 
linger) adopt desperate measures 


| indeed — check forgery, embezzle- 


| ly 


ment and furtive surgery. Nobody 
who reads the daily press will 
suppose the authors invented the 
situation. Teenage abortion is fair- 
commonplace in this land of 
healthy students and tongue-tied 
parents. 

It is the love-starved girl herself 
who invites the boy to seduce her. 
Which is another violation of the 
old fictional taboos. So it is to be 


'supposed that “Blue Denim” may 
| invite some public, and a good deal 


stick melodrama sequence in which | 


the bogus G-man is trapped and 


doped by enemy agents in a sub- | 


basement of the Empire State 
Building, but doesn't reveal secur- 
ity information he 
know 


doesn't even) 


When he comes to, he imagines | 


he's in a submerged enemy sub- 
marine. He turns various valves 
and yanks several electric switches 
and, as the lights flicker and flash 
and he is enveloped in escaping 
steam, he faces supposed death 
singing “America the Beautiful.” 
As it happens, the scene is not too 
dissimilar to the steam-bath bit in 
the current musical, “Body Beauti- 
ful.” 

Under Alex Segal’s intent and 
busy direction, the three stars huff 
and puff divertingly to keep the 
rumpus going, and Hayes in par- 
ticular gets a chance to work in 
of his facial contortions and 
vocal tricks. But despite the stars 
and the capable efforts of a large 
cast. notably Roland Winters a har- 
ried but human G-man, William 
Swetland as his boss, Frank Milan 
dense Central Intelligence 
Agency operative and Larry Storch 
and Gregory Morton as spies, the 
never gathers momentum 

Rouben Ter-Arutunian’s scenery 
and lighting are imaginative, re- 
sourceful and effective, Ruth Mor- 
ley’s castumes are helpful and the 
music by Bernard Green adds fre- 
quent atmosphere. In fact, the way 
the show has been loaded with 
ornate extras suggests that perhaps 
everyone suspected that such a 
Slight plav needed all the boost 
possible. Even so, it’s not enough. 

Hobe. 


some 


a a 


snow 


of private, dismay at its stark but 
wholesome candor. The girl's 
father, a professor, is never seen, 
but he is summed up, in a couple 
of bitter comedy lines as a_man 


pining for his dead wife, full of | 


self-pity, angry at his older daugh- 
ter, who left home, and non-relat- 
ing to the younger one who be- 
comes pregnant. This is a 
who, flooded with morose feelings, 


man |} 


embarrasses and confuses the girl 


by his frequent weeping. 

Miss Lynley is an ideal and con- 
vineing catalyst and victim in the 
story. Innocent-seeming with long 
taffy hair and big blue eyes, tremb- 
ling first in the agony of yearning 
and later in the ghastly prospect 
of the abortion, this young actress 
has a major credit and showcasing 
in “Blue Denim.” She will, and the 
two young men will, get a real leg 
up professionally thanks to this 
opportunity and thanks to the 
knowing guidance of Logan 

Because the focus is chiefly upon 
the teenagers, the seniors are 
hardly more than “supporting.” 
Morris is pretty bumbling as writ- 
ten, hot tempered, and rather “dis- 
sheveled.” if that may be applied to 
personality. The role is plausibly 
and adroitly managed by the actor, 
but the authors have “written 
away” from any big scenes or ul- 
timate showdown, While defensible 
as realism, this lack is unsatisfac- 
tory as drama. 

The script leaves dangling a 
number of the points it raises. Nor 
is it entirely clear where the older 
(23) sister, competently realized by 
Pat Stanley, stands. She serves as 
the mediator to some extent be- 
tween the boy and the parents 
She senses, where they do not, his 


pathetic need to find sympathetic 
understanding. 

Peter Larkin’s setting is a major 
|} assist in the story-telling. Ditto the 
“convenient” telephone cut-out ex- 
hibits the family living room, as 
the site of authority, with the cel- 
lar stairs and the basement hide- 
out, as the refuge of youth and the 
couch of seduction. } 

The locale is Detroit and nobody 
will question its authority. The 
lighting credited to Charles Elson 


is a canny, unobtrusive pattern of | 
shifting emphasis in story. There | 
isn't much to remark about the} 
costumes (Alvin Colt), but the 
hero's bluejeans are right out of 
the family wash. 


This pair of playwrights do not 
rate kudos for literary “elo- 
quence,” but there is considerable 
craftsmanship in the movement, | 
the mounting climax, the nice re-| 
straint of the teenage humor which 
could have easily slipped into ster- 
eotype. A good many boffs are 
racked up in the first act when the | 
two showoff boys retire to the 
basement lair with cigarettes, beer, 
cards, poker chips and big talk, 
while supposedly doing their home | 
work, Berlinger’s smartaleckry is 
a little gem here, and delights the | 
audience 

The three acts are properly bal- 
anced for progression. The seduc- | 
tion occurs (very expertly staged) 
at the end of the first act and set- 
ting up the second acts appalling | 
dilemma of the planned abortion | 
and in turn leading to the inevit- | 
able denouement of the third, | 
when the girl survives and returns, | 
and the whole terrible education- | 
by-suffering is developed between 
the generations. 

Perhaps the greatest potential | 
promise in this dramatic partner- | 
ship lies in the fact that, w hatever | 
they have not managed, all of their | 
people are, in the end, changed 
and grown in understanding as the 
result of what the play has un-| 
folded. In today’s average of stage | 
scripting quality, that accomplish- 
ment shouldn't be undervalued. 

Finally a word about Hollywood: | 
“Abortion” is totally verboten un- | 
der the Code, as of now, though an 
indirect allusion to it occurs in 
20th’s “Peyton Place.” While no- | 
body would predict that the shift- 
ing film industry of today cannot 
or will not film “Blue Denim,” ones 
prediction seems certain: Any 
screen adaptation will bear only | 
fleeting resemblance to the spade- | 
calling of the Broadway show. 

Land. 


‘Restore Ford’s Theatre’ 


Washington, March 4. 
A call on Congress to “restore” 








Ford’s Theatre, where President 
Lincoln was _ assassinated, was 
made last week by Rep. F. Jay 


Nimtz (R., Ind.). The sequicenten- 
nial of Lincoln's birth will be cele- | 
brated in 1959. Not clear if “re-| 
store” means actual stage perform- 
ances, - 

“Legislation to restore the thea- 
tre, which houses the Lincoln mu-| 
seum, has been pending in Con- 
gress for several years,” said! 
Nimtz. “In my opinion the time is 
now appropriate for action on this 
proposal.” 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 


LONDON 

At Drop of Hat, Fortune (1-24-57), 
Bells Ringing, Coliseum (11-14-57) 
Boy Friend. Wyndnham’s (12-1-53). 
Bride & Bachelor, Duchess (12-19-56) 
Cat on Hot Tin Roof, Comedy (1-30,58). 
*Dear Delinquent, Aldwych (6-5-57). | 
Dinner With Family, New (12-10-57). | 
Dry Rot, Whitehall 6-31-54) | 
Flowering Cherry, Haymarket (11-21-57). 
Free As Air, Savoy (6-6-57). 
Grab Me a Gondola, Lyric (12-26-56). 
Happiest Mill., Cambridge (11-15-57). 
Hunter’s Moon, Wint. Gard. (2-26-58), 
Keep Your Hair On, Apollo (2-13-58). 
Lady at Wheel, Westminster (2-19-58), 
Lysistrata, York’s (2-18-58). 
Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52) 
New Crazy Gang, Vic. Pal. (12-18-56). 
Paddie Own Canoe, Criterion (12-4-57). 
Plaisirs De Paris, Wales (4-20-57). 
Potting Shed, Globe (2-5-58) 
Rape of Belt, Picadilly (12-12-57), 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-18-57). 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54). 
School, Princes (3-4-58) 
*Share My Lettuce, Garrick (9-25-57), 
Touch if Light, Strand (2-27-58), 
Touch of Sun, Saville (1-31-58) 
Tunnel of Love, Majesty’s (12-3-57). 
Where's Charley, Palace (2-20-58). 
*Transferred 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Little Eyolf, Lyric Hamm. (3-11-58) 
Simple Spyman, Whitehall (3-19-53), 

CLOSED LAST WEEK 
Lovebirds, Adelphi 4-20-57). 








ON TOUR 
Beth 


Brass Butterfly 
Breath of Spring 
Chaik Garden 
Desert Song 

D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Double Cross 

Duel of Angels 

No Way to Kill 
Odd Man In 

Peter Pan 
Reluctant Debutante 
Sailor Beware 
Simple Spyman 
Time and Again 
Verdict 

Women of Twilight 





| Mrs. Hobbs .. 


So They Say 


“T try to feel all my emotion for the characters I play during the 
rehearsal period. Then I go on from there, trying to make the au- 


dience feel it. But you can't keep 


all emotion out of a performance, 


and it is exhausting to keep doing it over and over again.”—Lau- 


rence Olivier, star of *“‘The Enter 


tainer,” at a press conference dur- 


ing the play’s Boston tryout, as quoted by Eliot Norton, drama 


critic of the Boston Daily Record 
“As a modern heel, Laurence 


ance. The point is well taken. 





Olivier gives a versatile perform- 


Now, back to the great parts and 


great acting.”—Brooks Atkinson, drama critic of the N.Y. Times, 


reviewing “The Entertainer.” 


“There are people who seem under the impression that Laurence 


Olivier is breaking some law by 
peare 
the 


acting in a play not by Shakes- 


. I can't believe he is disgracing himself by giving one of 
finest performances of his brilliant career in “The Entertainer, 


—Richard Watts Jr., drama critic of the N.Y. Post. 





“I've learned one rather remarkable thing from working in this 


country 


Unlike Europe, where an actor is fairly secure in his craft, 


I have found that in America acting is a sad business where you 
crawl from hope to hope. It took me many years to find that in 
America an actor never has a position—he only has a job.”—Wal- 
ter Slezak, as quoted by Joe Hyams in the N.Y. Herald Tribune. 


“IT hate the London gallerite 





sractice of booing, cat-calling and 


otherwise giving the bird at a show's first-night. It is a barbaric 


custom, because in most cases it 
—and the author doesn’t appear. 


‘s the play that is being criticized 


So the poor actors and actresses 


have to stand there and take it all.”"—British actress Margaret 
Lockwood, in an interview in the Glasgow Evening Citizen. 


“My philosophy is that life is 


here only to be lived so that we 


can, through life, earn the right to death, which to me is para- 
dise, really. Whatever it takes, whatever it is that will bring me 
the reward of paradise, I'll do the best I can. Paradise to me is 
knowledge, the answers to all the questions you think of and all 


the questions you never think of 
actress in the new Broadway hit, 


in life.’"—Anne Bancroft, featured 


“Two for the Seesaw,” in an inter- 


view with Gilbert Millstein in the N.Y. Times. 


“The miserable fact is that my wife is not a particularly funny 
woman, nor a funny wife, nor for that matter a funny mother, al- 


though honesty compels me to c 


onfess that our 4-year-old daugh- 


ter does frequently find her amusing. Betore I am attacked by her 


many fans who do not know her 


personally, let me hasten to add 


that in a theatre I am as helpless in her hands as the audience 


around me. But Nancy Walker di 
sober up the Mona Lisa.”—Libre 
line article in the N.Y. Times. 


scovered in a grocery store would 
ttist-lyricist David Craig, in a by- 








- Shows 


Hunter’s Moon 
London, Feb. 27. 


(in association with 
Productions) presenta- 


Futuriana 
Banks 


The 
Thompson 


| tion of three-act drama by Mare Connelly. 


Gardner, Leslie Nunnerley, 
Sebastian Shaw. Stager by the author; 
decor, Timothy O’Brien; music, Kay 
Swift; choreography, Pauline Grant. At 
Winter Garden Theatre, London, Feb. 26, 
58; $2.50 top. 

Sandy Torrance Jacqueline Forster 
David Rudderman....... David Gardner 
Ann Torrance..........- Elizabeth London 


tars David 


Abernathy ....cccccsecs Tristan Rawson 
Polly Newton .....ecceee: Julie Somers 
MED. +s avescvoerresesces Michael Ashton 
Matthew ......cssee eeecee Geoffrey Kerr 
MEE sv cck ceskewates .-.» Nicholas Brady 
Demigl ..ccscccccovcosees Glen Williams 
NE 6 ccccuew hemo’ Brian Cobby 
Jonathan .. Irving Farren 
VOW ..cescos - Richard Morris 
Burton Frederick Kitto 








Joyce Barbour 


Sally Geraldine Lynton 
Corless ‘ rian Tipping Codd 
Noahdiah . Kerrigan Prescott 
Prudence . Felicity Rose 
Cynthia Lesley Nunnerley 
> Reginald Jarman 
COGE ccccerecevecscs ee John Stacy 

Pt wcicswhees . Sebastian Shaw 
TEED. cc cccevcceccccesocecs Bunny May 
CRATERS 2. cece vccccesceeces Brian Cobby 
Genevieve ....0-scccccecs Felicity Rose 
Be. MOORE pccccscsvecere Sebastian Shaw 
Mrs. Torrance «.es-++--. Joyce Barbour 
Others Nicholas Brady, Geoffrey Kerr, 


Irving Farren 


Having failed to get a Broadway 
production with this new play, vet- 
eran U.S. dramatist Mare Connelly 


Abroad 


| Pauline Grant add promise to an 
; evening that fails to deliver. 
Rich. 


; ° . 
Where's Charley? 
London, Feb. 27. 
| H. M. Tennent and Bernard Delfont 
presentation of musical play in two acts 
| (nine scenes) based on “Charley’s Aunt” 
| by Brandon Thomas. Stars Norman Wis- 
dom. Staged by William Chappell; book, 
George Abbott; music and lyrics, Frank 










Loesser; choreography, Hanya olm; 
decor, Peter Rice. At Palace Theatre, 
London, Feb. 20, ’58; $3.15 top. 
OS ree fe John Moore 
Jack Chesney ......... Terence Cooper 
Charley Wykeham ...... Norman Wisdom 
SE EE bb cckwcoeekeae Pamela Gale 
Amy Spettigue .............. Pip Hinton 
Sir Francis Chesney...... Jerry Desmonde 
Mr, Spettigue A hae pielbe Felix Felton 
Donna Lucia D’Alvadorez 
Marion Grimaldi 
Photographer ........ .. Peter Mander 
Patricia .... Helen Anderson 
Agatha oe Sa artin 
Clara Sheila Francis 
Pe. ash 30 5H0vks Oeitantone Barry Kent 
Singers: Anderson, Sheila Fran- 


cis, Mary Grimmett, Anne Lakeman, Jill 
Martin, Valeria Tams, Elisabeth Wade, 
Bill Gidley, Philip Jones, Barry Kent, 
David Kernan, Leigh Maurice, Philip Pot- 
ter, Scott Webber. 

Dancers: Ann Berrecloth, Corinne Du- 
vernay, Norma Dunbar, Janice Fellows, 
Vivienne Hetzel, Pamela Miller, Gay 
Owen, Caroline Saxon, Tony Adams, Louis 
Conrad, David Kerr, Vincent Logan, An- 
thony Newman, Derek Rosen, Ken Tylisen. 








has had it premiered in London, 
where it seems unlikely to have a! 
profitable run and appears a dubi- | 
ous prospect for eventual presen- | 


| tation in New York. 


“Hunter's Moon’ is a fantasy! 
about a youth who, on the eve of! 
his wedding, crashes his plane and} 
wanders into a New England vil-| 
lage of 200 years ago. He falls in| 
love with a beautiful girl, but he! 
cannot remain in the past and finds | 
that she cannot live in the 20th 
century. In rather cheating fash- | 
ion, his adventure turns out to! 
have been a dream, and he realizes | 
that “no man can live another’s| 
yesterday.” 

The play's basic idea is familiar 
enough—the musical “Brigadoon,” 
att adaptation from a much earlier 
Continental piece, comes imme- 
diately to mind—but Connelly’s 
treatment seems wordy .and dull, 
and the impression is that if any- 
one but the author had been stag- 
ing it, the script would have been 
severely cut. 

The acting varies from adequate 
to poor. Lesley Nunnerly has grace 
and intelligence as the 18th cen- 
tury heroine, and David Gardner 
admirably expresses the hero’s | 
moods of bewilderment, disen-| 
chantment and excitement. Sebas- | 
tian Shaw and Joyce Barbour are! 
astatite in the large supporting | 
cast. 

Timothy O'’Brien’s decor has 
folksy charm, and music by Kay | 
Swift and a ritual dance staged by 





It has taken a long time for 
“Where's Charley?” to reach Lon- 
don from Broadway—long after 
Britain has seen and enjoyed the 
film. But any fears that this musi- 
cal version of the hoary old British 
farce “Chaftley’s Aunt” may have 
missed the popularity boat were 
dispelled as soon as the curtain 
rose. “Where's Charley?” has the 
sweet smell of success about it. 

Tennent’s and Bernard Delfont 
have a wow hit on their hands 
which should fill the Palace for as 
long as the star, Norman Wisdom, 
has the physical vitality to handle 
the taxing role. With top tabs at 
the fairly hefty price for the West 
End of $3.15, the boxoffice will 
show fancy returns. 

Wisdom is a popular vaude, film 
and t¥ comic, here making his first 
appearance in musicomedy, He has 
specialized in gumpish roles, com- 
bining pathos with slapstick and 
has garnered many of his yocks by 
pratfalls. In “Where's Charley?” 
he dispenses with his ill-fitting 
garb but has not tossed away the 
physical gimmicks which have built 
up his personality. Without stray- 
ing too far out of the framework 
of the show Wisdom nevertheless 
manages to turn this gay and lively 
frolic into a rsonal vehicle for 
himself. He enabled to sing 


pleasantly, woe a little, dance a 
spot, and gag throughout with in- 
fectious good humor. > 
But though Wisdom is the main 
thing in the show he is by no means 
(Continued on page 77) 
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Legit Payoffs 


Current financial status of New York and touring productions, 
including closed operations on which payment has recently been 


made. 


Investment figures include overcail, 


if any. (R) designates 


amount of original investment repaid to the backers. (P) designates 
amount of prefit distributed to the backers. Unless otherwise indi- 


cated, the backers’ share is 50% 


of the total profit, with the man- 


agement getting all or most of the remaining 50%. 


Show Title Investment Backers’ 

Return 

To Date 

Auntio Mame GLY. OB) ...cc0sdss $179,307 *$92,337 (P) 
Auntie Mame (2d Co.) ........++..+--+ 130,000 13,000 (R) 
ee ere ee re 360,000 80,000 (P) 
i Ea ee eer 250,000 437,500 (P) 
Dare WE Tae OE BS sv cic ce wadeosece 100,000 75,000 (R) 
Diaty Of BOR DIONE. o.oo onccestenée 75,000 99,300 (P) 
Happiest BEIMIOmaI~e .......ccsccsvess 99,000 54,000 (R) 
Oe eee eee eee re eee 300,000 120,000 (R) 
Long Day's Journey Into. Night bitte « 80,000 45,500 (P) 
Loo k Homeward, Angel *......ccecees- 125,000 62,500 (R) 
canis ek Ge er. os ones cuadaccwse 40.000 4,000 (P) 
Middie of the TEM ... ..ccccdcsccets 100,000 87,500 (P) 
ge i ee ee ree ee 375,000 176,000 (P) 
Viusic Man at aie radiata tenella 300,000 60,000 (R) 
gee ge Be ee 300,000 *680,000 (P) 
fh eee ere 300,000 45,000 (P) 
No Time for Sergeants (2 Cos.) ........ 100,000 545,965 (P) 
POGGIO ik 6 o's ik cos ce wonces 80,000 48,000 (R) 
Sunrise at Campobeilo. . i... ccosscceecs 110,000 20,000 (R) 
UU ge ee eer re eee 60,000 120,000 (P) 
WOE Se ND. ews vinn Swen, : 300,000 300,000 (R) 


* Backers of “Auntie Mame” 
as sole 


estimated 


receive 34.471° of the prefits; 
backer of “My Fair Lady,” 


CBS, 
gets 40°. of the profits, which is 








Darling $53,500 (9) in New Haven: 
Methuselah’ $43,400, Southern Split; 
Connie Bennett Speedy $43,800, D.C. 


Business on the road was uneven, 
but slightly better last week, with | 
19 shows on tour. Chicago had four | 
offerings, while Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington and San Francisco had two 
each. 

Of the tryouts, “Say, 
grossed a frisky $53,500 
performances in New yn “Back 
to Methuselah” packed ’ in for 
$43,400 in a southern split. and the 
touring repertory company spon- 


Darling” 
in nine 


sored by the Stratford (Ont.) Festi- | 
val got a modest $15,500 with “The | 


Broken Jug” in Toronto, en route 
to the off-Broadway Phoenix Thea- 
tre, N.Y 

Attendance jumped for Marcel 
Marceau in Chicago and edged up 
slightly for “My Fair Lady,” which 
is now apparently destined to hover 
just under capacity in the same 
city. Edward G. Robinson had a 
fine week on the home grounds, 
Los Angeles, with $31,200 in “Mid- 
dle of the Night,” “Diary of Anne 
Frank” took a healthy jump in its 
holdover week in Philly, and Con- | 
stance Bennett had another potent | 
week in Washington. 

Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for | 
Broadway, except that hyphenated | 
T with. show classification indicates | 
Tryout. Also, prices on touring | 
shows includes 10% Federal tax | 
and local tar, if any; but as on 
Broadway, grosses are net; i.e., ex- 
clusive of taxes. 


CHICAGO 

Happiest Millionaire, Harris (C) 
(5th wk) $5.50; 1,000; $30,500) 
(Walter Pidgeon). Almost $16,400. 
Previous week, $19,500. Exits 
Saturday (8) to resume tour. 

Marcel Marceau, Great Northern 
(panto) (2d wk) $4.40; 1,500; $32,- 
250). Nearly $22,000. Previous 
week, $14,300 in seven perform- 
ances. Exits Saturday (8) to re- 
sume tour 

Most Happy Fella, Blackstone 
(MD) ($7; 1,425; $58,700). Almost 
$27,000. Previous week, $31,000 on 
subscription. Continues indefin- 
itely. 

My Fair Lady, Shubert (MC) ($7; 
2,100; $72,979) (Brian Aherne, 
Anne Rogers). About $70,800. Pre- 
vious week, $70,100. Continues 
indefinitely. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Diary of Anne Frank, Walnut 
(D) (2d wk) $4.80; 1,340; $33,000) 
(Joseph Schildkraut). Nearly 
$20.000. Previous week, $12,900. 

No Time for Sergeants (2d Co.), 
Forrest (C) (1st wk) ($4.80; 1,700; 
$35,000). Nearly $37,500. Previous 
week, $28,300 at the Colonial, Bos- 
ton. Continues, 


WASHINGTON 
Auntie Mame (2d Co.), National 
(1st wk) ($$.05-$5.50; 1,667; $46,- 
994) (Constance Bennett). Over 
$43,800 and continues through 
Saturday (8), then resumes tour. 








Previous week, $41,300, at Ford's, 
Baltimore. 

Visit to a Small Planet, Shu- 
bert (C) (1st wk) ($4.95; 1,550; 1,600; 
(Cyril 


$34,000) Ritchard). Over 


, $27,000, and continues through 
Saturday (8), then resumes tour. 
Previous week, $25, a at the For- 
| rest, Philly. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Nude with Violin - Present 
Laughter, Curran (C) 3d wk) $4.95- 
$4.40; 
ard). About 
week, $33,000. 
for Los Angeles. 
Tunnel of Love (2d Co.), 





$35,500. Previous 
Exits Saturday (8) 


Alcazar 


| 


repertory as presentation of Strat- 
ford (Ont.) Festival. 


SPLIT-WEEKS 
Back to ~ Methuselah 





| (Tyrone Power, Faye Emerson, Ar- 


| 


| Greenboro, N.C., 


|thur Treacher). Eight erform- 
ances totalled nearly $43,400, as 
| follows: single, Monday (24), Munic. 
Aud., Johnson City, Tenn., $9,800; 
single, Tuesday (25), Aycock Aud., 
$7,800; two per- 


| formances, Wednesday (26), Munic. 


| Aud., Charlotte, N.C., 


| one-niters. 


} 


1,758; $47,500) (Noel Cow- | 


| Lynchburg 


(2ist wk) ($4.40: 1,147; $32,000) | 
(Russell Nype, William Bishop). 


| 200. Continues through March 30, 


then plays Los Angeles. 


BOSTON 

Jane Eyre, Colonial (D-T) ($5.40; 
1,500; $40,000) (John Emery) Ill- 
ness of new star John Emery last 
| week delayed the local opening un- 
til Monday night (3). Previous 
| week, $6,300 in seven  perform- 
ances at Shubert, Cincinnati, with 
| Errol Flynn as star, Single week, 
| then goes to Philly. 
| Much Ado About Nothing, Shu- 
bert (C) (2d wk) ($5-$4.40; 1,717; 





Nearly $8,500. Previous week, $9.- | 


$10,700; s»n- 
gle, Thursday (27), Munic. Aud., 
Columbia, S.C. $7,600; three perfs., 
Friday-Saturday (28-1), Memorial 
Hall, Chapel Hill, N.C., $7,500. Pre- 
vious week, $40,900 in seven per- 
formances, five stands. 

No Time for Sergeants (N.Y. Co.) 
(C). Eight performances totalled 
almost $42,300, as follows: single, 
Monday (24), Howard Aud., Ruston, 
La., $6,500; three perfs., Tuesday- 
Wednesday (25-26), Munic Aud., 
Shreveport, $11,300; four perfs., 
Thursday-Saturday (27-1), Music 
Hall, Houston, $24,500. Previous 
week, $36,800 in six performances, 
four dates. 


NOT REPORTED 


Damn Yankees (MC), playing 





Frederick Brisson Brings 


In Danish Stage Plays 
Hollywood, March 4. 

Frederick Brisson has returned 
from Europe with the production 
rights to two Danish plays. The 
properties are Mogens Linck’s 
“The Little Hotel” and Kjeld 
Abell’s “The Melody That Got 
Lost.” 

The film-legit producer, who was 
scouting talent and plays overseas, 
is scheduled to produce several 
other properties on Broadway next 
season with the Playwrights Co. 
He’s currently represented on the 
Main Stem by “New Gir! in Town,” 
which he co-produced with Robert 
E. Griffith and Harold S. Prince. 





Touring Shows 


‘March 3-16) 

Auntie Mame (2d Co.) (Constance Ben- 
nett)—National. Wash. (3-8); Hartman, 
Columbus (10-15) 

Back to Methuselah (tryout) (Tyrone 
Power, Faye Emerson, Arthur Treacher) 
—Brogden Hall, Wilmington. N.C. (3); 
Center, Norfolk (4); Glass Memorial Aud., 
(5); Lyric, Baltimore (6-7): 
Mosque Aud., Richmond (8); Constitution 
Hall, Wash. (10-12); Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton, Del. (13-15) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Jan. 23, °58). 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof ‘Victor Jory)— 
Playhouse, Wilmington (3-5); State, Syra- 


(CD-T) | 





ecuse (6): Aud., Rochester (7-8); Pabst, 
| M’wkee (10-15). 

| Damn Yankees — Municipal Aud., 
Charleston, W. Va. (3); Reynolds Aud., 
| Winston-Salém, N.C. (4); City Township 
Aud., Columbia, S.C. (5); Memorial Aud., | 


$50,100) (Katharine Hepburn, Al- | 


|fred Drake). Nearly $36,500. Pre- 
vious week, $29,800. Closed Sat- 
urday (1), ending tour. 


NEW HAVEN 

Say, Darling, Shubert (MC-T) 
(nine perfs.). ($6; 1,650; $57,500) 
David Wayne, Vivian Blaine, John- 
ny Desmond). Open(ed with a pre- 
|View Saturday (22) and drew al- 
| most $53,500 for the nine perform- 
ances. In Philly this week. 


LOS ANGELES 
Middle of the Night, Hartford | 
(D) $4.80; 1,000; $27,000) (Edward | 
G. Robinson). med Tuesday | 
(25) and drew over $31,200 for 
|}seven performances on subscrip- | 











tour. 





ST. LOUIS 
Long Day’s Journey Into Night | 


($4.54; 1,600 $40,000) (Anew Mc- | 
pong Nearly $22,000. Previous 
$19,500 In Pitt. In Philly 
this Same 





DETROIT 
Tunnel of Leve (N. Y. Co.), Shu- 
bert (C) ($4.40; 2,050; $33,900) 
(Larry Parks, Marsha Hunt). Nearly 
$17,000 on subscription. Sched- 
uled for six-week run, then tours. 


PITTSBURGH 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Nixon 
(D) (one wk) ($3. 1 1,760; $32,- 
000) (Victor Jory). Nearly $13,800. 
Previous week, $18,200, at Shubert, 
Detroit. 





ee 


TORONTO 
Broken Jug, Royal Alexandra (D) 
(2d wk) ($4.50; 1,525; $37,785). 
Under $15,500. evious week, 
bes Gentlemen of Verona” under 
$15,000. Two shows are touring in 





| Wilbur, 


Spartanburg, S.C. (6); Tower, Atlanta 
(7-8); Lanier Aud., Montgomery. Ala. (10); 
Jordan Aud., Columbus, Ga. (11); Munici- 
pal Aud., Savannah,. Ga. (12); Peabody 
Aud., Daytona Beach, Fla. (13-15) 

Diery of Anne Frank (Francis Lederer) 
—-Ford’s, Balto (3-8); Aud., Hershey, Pa. 
(10-12); Aud., Rochester (14-15). 

Happiest Millionaire (Walter Pidzeon)— 
Harris, Chi (3-8): Nixon, Pitt. (10-15) 
(tryout’—Colonial, Boston 

; ; Philly (10-15) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Feb. ‘58, under title, “Mas- 
ter of Thorntield”) 

ong Day's Journey Into Night (Anew 
McMaster)—Locust, Philly (3-15). 

Love Me Little (tryout) (Joan Bennett. 
Donald Cook)—Shubert, New Haven (5-8); 

Boston (10-15). 

Marceau. —Aaouet Northern, Chi 

S.F. (11-15 


Marce! 
(3-8); Geary, 
Middle of the Night (Bdward G. Robin- 


son)—Biltmore, L.A. (3-6); Curran, S.F 
(10-15). 
Most Happy Fella—Blackstone, Chi 
(3-15). 


My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Brian Aherne, 
Arne Rogers)—Shubert, Chi (3-15). 
Co.)— 


No Time for ants (N.Y. 


White Coliseum, College Station, Tex. (3); 
| City Aud., Beaumont, Tex. (4); Murphy 
| Aud., Mobile, Ala. (6-7); Municipal Aud., 


tion. Exits Saturday (8) to resume | Johns, 


New Orleans (8- 10); Post Theatre, Ft. Polk, 


La. (11); College ‘Aud., Texarkana, Tex. 
(12); Municipal Theatre, Tulsa, Okla 
4-15) 

No Time for Sorgeents Nat’? Co.— 
Forrest, Philly G-15 

Nude With Violin. ‘& Present L 


r 
— Coward)—-Curran, S.F. (3-8): art- 
ord, L.A. (0-15). 

° Pia intiff in a Pretty Hat (tryout) (Glynis 
Hugh Williams)—Coconut Grove 


| (Fla.) Playhouse (3-15). 





Say Darling ‘tryout) (David Wayne, 
Vivian Blaine, Johnny Desmond)—Shubert, 
| Philly (4-15) (Reviewed in VARIETY, Feb. 


58) 
76 unnel of Love (N.Y. CA) Carry Parks, 
3-1 


(2d Co.), American (D) (one week) Marsha Hunt)—Shubert, Det. ‘ 


unne Love (Coast Co.) = 
me, 


William Bishop)—Alcazar, 
(3-15) 


Visit to a Small Planet (Cyril Ritchard) 
—— Wash. (3-8); Ford's, Balto 
(10-15)). 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
BROADWAY 
(Theatres Set) 

International Seiree, Bijou (3-12-58). 

Meth fen, Amb d (3-26-58). 

Jane Ey Belasco (3-27-58). 

Say Darling, ANTA (43-58). 








Love Me Little, Hayes (4-9-58). 

Visit, Lunt-Fontanne (4-14-53). 
(Theatres Not Set) 
Plaintiff in ay Hat (wk. 3-17-58). 

Firstbern (4-29- 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Long Gallery, RNA (3-6-58). 
Power of Dreams, ay rire =. 10 se). 
ble, Martinique (3-11-58 
rd (Ont) Co. p tomy (3-18-58). 
lee, Theatre 74 (3-25-58). 
Sices Wedding, Actors’ (3-31-58). 
to Passing, Jan Hus (41-58). 
Ardete, Cricket (4-8-58). 
Enchanted, Renata (4-15-58). 
Nouveau Monce, Phoenix (4-29-58). 


B'way Better, But Lags in Spots; 
‘Denim’ $18,200 in 5, ‘Annie’ $23,600, 
‘Story 546, Time’ 336, ‘Girl’ $32,400 


Business improved for several 
Broadway shows last week, but 
continued downbeat for others. A 
few entries are holding at a mar- 
ginal level and are apparently on 
the way ovt, as are a number of 
others that have tapered off in re- 
cent week~ 

The lineup of sellouts and vir- 


tual Capacity entries included 
“Dark ai the Top of the Stairs,” 
“Entertainer,” “Jamaica,” “Look 


Homeward, Angel,” “‘Music Man,” 
“My Fair Lady.” “Sunrise at Camp- 
obello” and “Two for the Seesaw.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy?), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op 
eretta) 

Other parenthetic designations 


refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 


lower for weeknights), number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10° Federal and 
5% City tar, but grosses are net: 
t.e., exclusive of tares. 

Auntie Mame, Broadhurst (C 
(64th wk; 501 p) ($6.90; 1,214: $46.- 
500) Greer Garson) Previous 
week, $43,600: last week, nearly 
$42,200 


Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(G6th wk; 524 p) ($8.05; 1,453; $58.- 
101) ‘(Judy Holliday) Previous 
week, $52,300; last week, almost 
$53.700 

Blue Denim, Playhouse ‘D) (ist 
wk: 4 p) ($5.75-$6.90; 996; $31.500) 
Opened last Thursday (27) to five 
favorable reviews ‘Aston, World- 
Telegram; Atkinson. Times; Gil- 
bert, Mirror: McClain, Journal- 
American; Watts, Post) and two 
unfavorable (Chapman, News: Kerr, 
Herald-Tribune): 


first four performances and one 
preview. 

Body Beautiful, Broadway (MC) 
(6th wk: 44 p) ($8.05; 1.900; $74.- 


000). Previous week, $29,200; 
week, nearly $30.200 
Dark at the Top of the Stairs, 


Music Box (D) (13th wk: 100 p) 
($5.75-$6.90; 1.010: $33.000). Pre- 
|}vious week, $32,400 with parties; 
last week, almost $33,000, with 
parties. 

Entertainer. Rovale (CD) (3d wk; 
22 p) ($7.50; 1.050: $43,500) (Laur- 
ence Olivier, George Relph. Bren- 


da de Banzie, Joan Plow’ight). Pre- 


over $18.200 for | 


last | 


ney). Previous week, $10,700; 
week, over $11,800. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (D) 
5th wk; 36 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $36,- 
000) ‘(Ralph Bellamy). Previous 
week $35,100 on subscription: last 
week, over $35,500, with parties. 

Time Remembered, Morosco (C) 
16th wk; 127 p) ($9.60; 946; $43,- 
000) (Helen Hayes, Richard Bur- 
ton, Susan Strasberg). Previous 
week, $35,200; last week, nearly 
$33.000 

Two for the Seesaw, 


last 


Booth (CD) 


(7th wk; 52 p) ($6.90; 780: $31,700) 
(Henry Fonda). Previous week, 
$31,800, with parties; last week, 


nearly $31,600, with parities 

West Side Story, Winter Garden 
(MD) (23d wk; 180 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 
$63,203). Previous week, $54,000; 


last week, same 
Miscellaneous 

Infernal Machine, Phoenix (D) 
4th wk; 32 p: ($4.60; 1,150; $29.- 
392) (June Havoc, John Kerr), Pre- 
vious week, $8,500; last week, 
nearly $7,100. 

Closed Last Week 

Annie Get Your Gun, City Cen- 
ter (MD) (2d wk; 16 p) ($3.80; 
3.090; $61,812). Previous week, 
$20,500 for first eight perform- 
ances; last week, nearly $23,600 


Ended limited two-week stand last 
Sunday (2) 
Opening This Week 

Who Was That Lady I Saw You 
With? Beck (C) ($6.90; 1,280: $47,- 
000) (Peter Lind Hayes, Mary 
Healy, Ray Walston). Leland Hay- 
ward presentation of a play by 
Norman Krasna; production fi- 
nanced at $137,500 (including 10° 
overcall), cost approximately $170,- 
000 to bring in, after an estimated 
$20,000 out-of-town loss; can break 
even at around $25,060 weekly 
gross, and net about $9,500 at ca- 
pacity; opened Monday night (3) to 
four affirmative notices (Aston, 
World-Telegram; Coleman, Mirror; 
Kerr, Herald Tribune; McC lain, 
Journal-American) and three nega- 
tive (Atkinson, Times; Chapman, 
News; Watts, Post). 

Waltz of the Toreadors, Coronet 
(C) ($6.90; 1,101; $35,040) (Melvyn 


| Douglas, Betty Field, Lili Darvas). 


vious week, $43,700: last week, 
same. 

Fair Game. Longacre (C) (17th| 
wk; 137 p) ($5.75-$6.90; 1,101; $32.- 
000) ‘Sam _ Levene) Previous 
week, $19,000; last week, same 

Jamaica, Imperial (MC) (18th 
wk: 140 p) ‘$8.35; 1.427: $63,000) 


|(22d wk: 


|Jo Van Fleet, Hugh Griffith). 


SF. | 


| Howes). 





| 1,062; 


(Lena Horne. Ricardo Montalban). 
As usual, $63.700 

Li'l Abner, St. James Mc ) (68th 
wk; 540 p) ($8.05; 1.615: $58,100). 
Previous week, $34,700; last week, 
over $32.700 

Long Day's Journey Into Night, 
Hayes (D) (61st wk: 368 p) ‘$6.90; 
1,039; $30,000) ‘(Fredric March, 
Florence Eldridge). Previous week. 
$15,900: last week, nearly $17,700 
on twofers Closes March 29 

Look Back in Anger, Lyceum (D) 


400) (Mary Ure, Kenneth Haigh) 
Previous week, $14,000; last week, 
nearly $14,300. 

Look Homeward, Angel, Barrvy- 
more (D) (14th wk; 108 p) 4$6,.90; 
1,076; $40,716) ‘Anthony Perkins, 
Pre- 
vious week, $39.700, with parties; 
last week. $40,800. 

Music Man, Majestic (MC) (11th 
wk; 84 p) ($8.05: 1.626; $68,658) 
Previous week, $68,900; last week, 
nearly $68,000. with parties. 


My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 


175 p) ($5.75; 995: $26.-| 


(103d wk; 819 p) ($8.05; 1,551; $68,- | 


210) (Edward Muthare. Sally Ann 
Steady at $69,200. Show 
is selling 20 balcony seats at each 
performance to students at 70 cents 
a ticket 

New Girl in Town, 46th St. (MD) 
(42d wk; 335 p) ($8.06-$9.20; 1,297; 
$59,085) (Gwen -Verdon, The!ma 
Ritter). Previous week, $35,700; 
last week, over $32,400 

Oh, Captain, Alvin, (MC) 
wk; 31 p) ($8.35 -$9.20; 
$60,000) ‘Tony Randall). Previous 
week, $54,000, with parties; last 
week, almost $56,300, with parties. 

Romanoff and Juliet, Plymouth 
(C) (21st wk; 164 p) ‘($5.75-$6.25; 
$36.625) (‘Peter Ustinov). 
Previous week, $23,000; last week, 
nearly $23,400 

Rope Dancers, Miller's (D) (15th) 
wk; 117 p) ($5.75-$6.90; 944; $27,- 
850) (Siobhan McKenna, Art Car- 


(4th 


1,331; | 


Producers Theatre presentation of 
Robert Whitehead’s production of 
Lucienne Hill’s English version of 
Jean Anouilh’s play began a return 
stand last night (Tues.) 

Wonderful Town, City Center 
(MC) ($3.80; 3,090; $61,812) (Nancy 
Walker). Second in a series of 
three N. Y. City Center Light Opera 
Co. revivals; opens a limited two- 
week stand tonight (Wed.). 


Off-Broadway Shows 

Boy Friend, Downtown (1-25-58). 
we Karamazov, Gate (12- 
=) 7) 

Children of Darkness, Circle in 
the Square (2-28-58) 

Clerambard, Rooftep § (11-7-57). 

Courageous One, Greenwich 
Mews (1-20-58). 

Dark of the Moon, 
Playhouse (2-26-58). 

Endgame, Cherry Lane (1-28-58), 

Enemy of the People, Province- 
town (2-25-58). 

Garden Disirict, York (1-7-58). 

King’s Standards, Blackfriars (2- 
12-58; closes April 1. 
are Opera, de Lys (9-25- 


Closed Last Week 


Obligatto, Theatre Marquee (2- 
18-58). 


CONVENTION BUREAU 
SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 


New York. 


Carnegie 


Editor, Varrery 

The contention of Royal W. 
Ryan of the New York Convention 
Bureau (‘as reported in Varrery, 
Feb. 19) that Broadway theatres 
aren't paying their fair share to 
bring convention delegates and 
visitors to Gotham is nonsense. 

Broadway producers know (par- 
ticularly from their mail orders) 
where the visitors are coming 
from, and, more important—-why. 
Gotham tourists may be spending 
a good part of their buck in Gim- 
bel’s, or at the Astor, but it’s the 
theatre that lired them here in 
the first place. (I hear they get the 
same tv shov« and movies al! over 
the country, and they even have 
hotels and night clubs out West.) 

I think it’s about time we put 
the shoe on the other foot. All the 
Convention Bureau has to do to 
| get more delegates and vacationers 
to Gotham is to go into hinterlands 
|}and tell them what's playing on 
Broadway. Alexander H. Cohen 
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Off-Broadway Reviews 


Dark Of The Moon 


,production’s impact. 


Temple Productions revival of two-act| Stager Roland doubles as the 
trama by Howard Richardson and William conjour man and the preacher, his 
Kerney. Features Ann Hillary ard John 


! hita. Staged by Norman Roland; set deeply rough-edged voice and com- 
trachita ne ‘ i , ' 


ting and lighting, Furth Ullman;+chore-| posed intensity being particularly 
oxraphy. Barton Mumaw a — | useful in the latter stint Conrad 
Playhouse, N-Y., Feb. 26, °58; : op. . Sg f 7 rn A, fs : 

Cast vill Andre, Margery Gray, Jonn Bain is amusing as tippling Uncle 


|Smelicue, Jill Andre and Margery 
Gray are blondely attractive witch 


Brachita, Norman Roland, Maud Scheerer, 
Conrad Bain, Edmund Rose, Joan Watson, 
Suzan Becker, Kathleen Roland, Joe 
Carow, Ted Houck, Michael Bradford, 
Ann Hillary, Robert Vernier, Julie Burns, 
Stia Lynwood, Joe Chaikin, Justine John- 
Edward Grace. 


|cularly truculent as 
thwarted suitor. 

Furth Ullman has provided sets 
and lighting appropriate to 
Great Smokies However, 


sion 


Temple Productions’ revival of 
Howard Richardson's and William 
Berney’s “Dark of the Moon” 
seems loose-jointed and episodic in 
its early scenes, but as the story 


|play, and the cast's enthusiastic 
| purpose, that finally win through to 
| give the revival its affecting ex- 


takes hold, and_ the production | cellence. Geer 

comes to grips with the essentials | 

of the folk tragedy, it gathers y 

stature and emotional identifica- Children of Darkness 
Leigh Connell, Theodore Mann & Jose 





: , 0 aie 
It would still be idle t pre | Quintero revival of three-act tragi-comedy 


by Edwin Justus Mayer. Staged by Jose 
Quintero; setting, costumes and lighting, 
David Hays. At Circle in the Square, N.Y., 
Feb. 28, ‘58; $4.50 top. 

Cast: Arthur Malet, Rene Zwick, Ben 


tion 
tend that this revival is completely 
fulfilled, but it spells out the poig- | 
nant story of Barbara Allen and} 
her witch boy well enough to pro- | 
vide a worthy evening of theatre. | Hayes, John Lawrence, Tom Noel, Joseph 
In fact, it's surprising that “Dark | net Oe 
of the Moon” hasn't been seen | : 
earlier off-Broadway, for it is a) 
field day for actors and it was a) 
hit of many months standing on} 
Broadway in the mid-'40's. The} 
production now at the Carnegie 
Hall Playhouse gets a full mount-| 
ing, with platforms piled toward) jing quality with Eugene O'Neill's 
the top of Old Baldy, the forestage | long-lived previous Circle in the 
spreading from one auditorium | Square tenant, “The Iceman 
wall to the other, and the aisles; Cometh,” Leigh Connel, Theodore 
occasionally being peopled with) Mann and Jose Quintero, with 
Smoky Mountain folk. Quintero’s staging, have 
While Norman Roland, as stager, | 
presumably must bear the onus for | that repays attention. 
a disjointed quality that marks| The people having access to the 
most of the play's first act, to him) house of Undersheriff Snay which 
should go credit for the bitterly | immediately adjoins . 
punchy dynamics of the revival | Prison are a questionable crew. 
scene, for generally good casting, | With the exception of Snap's vixen- 
for such well conceived vignettes | ish, predatory daughter and a 
as that in which a mother and son | couple of bailiffs, they are inmates 
impassively sing of sin while he! of Newgate, who for a sum paid to 
whittles and she churns the butter. | Snap, have the doubtful privileges 
Justine Johnston as the mother | of sharing his quarters and daught- 
and Joe Carow as her son rate com- | ter. 
ment for their services in this) That one of the prisoners is a 
scene and throughout the play. poet, one a former nobleman fallen 
As the witch boy, black-haired,| on hard times and one a sadistic 
black-eyed John Brachita has driv-| Jord of the realm gives 
ing energy. His bodily control is| Mayer the opportunity of placing 
particularly useful as he is torn be-| them in physical, mental and 
tween the forces of evil and good.) spiritual rivalry, the mettlesome 
As his beloved Barbara, Ann Hil-| daughter being the smoldering coal 
lary is by turns mocking, loving,| that ignites their conflicts. After a 
faithful and tragic. An attractive} tediously talky first act, the play 
actress to watch, Miss Hillary is| gets down to cases, moving towards 
responsible for a good deal of the! its bitter close with mordant 
— | humor. 
On David Hays’ red-platformed 
| set, lighted garishly from its two 
| doorways with green and red spot- 


At Circle in the Square, Harry 
Hope's saloon has yielded to New- 
gate Prison, circa 1725. Although 
Edwin Justus Mayer's tragi-com- 
edy of a segment of 18th century 
London life cannot vie for endur- 











x 


| good cast irto bold performance 
| Jack Cannon, as a_ mysterious 


glinting amusement that meld into 
an excellently bitter portrait. As 
| the under-sheriff's now complaint, 
| now cattily resisting, daughter, Col- 
| leen Dewhurst gives a performance 
|of nervous strength, entangling 
|} men with her thrusting body, en- 
| snaring them completely with her 
| trenchant mind. 


| As the poet, Ben Hayes is young, 
handsome and drivingly forth- 
| right, Joseph Barr, as an ex-politico, 
| gives and excellent sense of a crea- 
| ture trapped and scenting death, 
| and Arthur Malet is softly persuad- 
| ing as the bribing gaoler. George 
| C. Scott, black-wigged and black- 
| lipped as the lord who is impris- 
| oned for poisoning his wife and a 
son of doubtful heritage, is terrify- 
ing as he drops icy word after icy 


HOTEL PRESIDENT 


48th St., West of Bway 
Circle 6-8800 























NOTICE 
TENT OWNERS 


MANAGERS 


Special concessions will be given to all tent owners and 
managers on costume rentals and purchases from the larg- 
est stock available in the country. 











For many years we have serviced such outstanding companies as 
ST. LOUIS MUNICIPAL OPERA; LOUISVILLE; STARLIGHT THEATRE, 
KANSAS; OAKDALE; WARWICK; ALLENTOWN AND MANY OTHERS, 


Come in and make your arrangements as soon as possible. 


GREAT SAVINGS WILL BE MADE ON AkL*CONTRACTS 
EXECUTED BEFORE APRIL 1. 


EAVES COSTUME 
COMPANY, Inc. 


SEE ANDREW GEOLY 
EAVES BUILDING, 151 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
Plaza 7-3730 
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girls, and Michael Bradford is mus- | 
Barbara's | 


the | 
| it’s | 
stager Roland's fondness for the} 


| Eugene 


mounted | 
a revival of “Children of Darkness” | 


| ever, giving a performance of enor- 


Newgate | 


author | 




















he fills the play’s final moment | 
with chilling humor. 

On Broadway nearly 30 years | 
ago, “Children of Darkness” was | 
only a success d’estime. At Circle 
in the Square, it rdtes popular pa- 
tronage Geor. 








. Legit Followup 











Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night 


(HELEN HAYES THEATRE, N.Y.) 

In its 58th week, the Broadway 
production of “Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night” is still ling-size thea- 
tre. In some aspects, in fact, the 
O'Neill dramatic auto- 
biography still seems to be grow- 
ing. 

There is a rolling sweep to the 
production now, a soaring confi- 
dence and drive in the acting that 
is an improvement, if possible, over 
the level of performance that, to- 
gether with the play, took major 
awards last season. Or maybe 
O'Neill's piece of painfully prob- 
ing introspection profits, like great 
music, from time and repetition. 

Certainly this is the kind of pro- 
duction that memory will en- 
shrine. Nobody really remembers 
yesterday's great performances and 
productions because time and nos- 
talgia soften and enlarge the origi- 
nal dimensions. There's no question 
that in time to come “Long Day's 
Journey,” as current at the Helen 
Hayes theatre, will have an out- 
standing place in the American 
theatre's hall of fame. 

As the senior Tyrone, Fredric 
March is as crustily concerned as 


mous scope and insight. Rumors 
that his Irish had been thickening 
to the point of occasional incom- 
prehensibility only seem to be valid 
when Tyrone, in his cups, must 
speak thickly and rapidly. It's a 
small point in so memorable a 
characterization. 

Florence Eldridge retains the 
confident force that impels the 
play towards its relentless room, 
Jason Robards Jr. has deepened 
and widened his performance of 
the elder son and his last act tirade 
now assumes near-Shakespearean 
dimension. Katherine Ross is still 
a delight as the servant girl, while 
Albert Morgenstern, the only cast 
replacement, is a slightly more 
vigorous parallel to the young 
O'Neill than his predecessor, but 


| quite as believable and moving. 


| lights, Jose Quintero has paced a} 


nobleman, has sardonic passion and | 


| 


Cloakroom attendants rustie up 
checking trade by vigorously an- 
nouncing that the show takes four 
hours. Apart from the fact that the 
pitch is a dubious way to greet the 
trade, the play clocks’ three hours 
and 35 minutes inclusive of inter- 
missions, and still seems one of the 
shortest theatre evenings in town. 

7eor. 


ABC Ad Tricks 


Continued from page 73 

















| were sparked by the policy of some 


| word with glinting amusement, and | 


producers, notably David Merrick, 
to drop the initial “The” from 
shows to advance their position in 
the listings. Merrick had been do- 
ing that with his current presen- 
tation of “The Entertainer,” as had 
Richard Kollmar and Albert Sel- 
den with their production of “The 
Body Beautiful.” The latter show 
is now running in the Times and 
Tribune alphabetically under 
‘The,” but is continuing in some of 
the other papers as simply “Body 


| Beautiful.” 


‘he Times and Tribune stand, 
however, drew a negative reaction 
from Merrick’s office (the producer, 
currently in Europe, left New York 
prior to the blowup). The ABC ads 
for all four of the shows, currently 
being presented on Broadway by 
Merrick, were pulled from the 
Tribune last Friday (28) and. as 
yet, haven't been reinserted. There 
have been no substitute display ads 
in the paper either 
“The Entertainer” ad has been 
minated from the Times ABCs, 
but the listings for the other three 
productions, “Jamaica,” “Look 
Back in Anger” and “Romanoff and 
Juliet” have been continued. The 
ads for the Merrick shows in the 
Times, however, are being juggled 
yetween straight ABCs, sans “The 
Entertainer,” and a special display 
ad, which takes in all four produc- 

ns. The display ad is also being 
run in other papers where “Enter- 
tainer” is also being continued in 
ABCs without its initial “The.” 


eli 





uel French, Ine. has 
al hed its sixth Annual National 
llegiate Playwriting Contest and 








will accept scripts delivered to its 
New York editorial department 
thro noon, May 2. j 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


No less than 1,409 show biz names are listed in the new 60th anni- 
versary of Who’s Who In America published this week. They make up 
nearly 3% of the total of 50,645, men and women of eminence and 
achievement whose biographies are sketched in Vol. 30 of Who’s Who 
(the book is published every two weeks). 

in 1950 when Vol. 26 was published, 1,022 show business personalities 
were listed. Sixty years ago when Vol. 1 was compiled, 244 personali- 
ties were listed from the theatre and allied fields. That first book only 
had 8,602 listings altogether 

IneVol. 1, according to Wheeler Sammons Jr., publisher of Who's 
Who, about half the show business listees were foreigners. “In 1898,” 
he says, “the American theatre was a youngster and much of the talent 
of necessity had to be imports.” In the new volume there are 178 com- 
posers, 429 actors, actresses, singers and other entertainers, 148 film 
executives, 348 musicians, 71 producers and directors, and 235 radio 
and tv executives. 

Some of the leading lights of the day sketched in Vol. 1 of Who's 
Who included Maude Adams, Henry Irving, Sarah Bernhardt, the Froh- 
man brothers, Lillian Russell, Minnie Maddern Fiske, Wilton Lackaye, 
Chauncey Olcott, James O'Neil and Adelina Patti. In Vol. 30 among 
those who have “made” Who's Who for the first time are Leon Ames, 
Julie Andrews, Rex Harrison, Ed Begley, Vivian Blaine, Janet Blair, 
Art Carney, Eartha Kitt, Tom Ewell, Kirk Douglas, Ernie Ford, Gisele 
MacKenzie, Lawrence Welk, Elaine Maibin, Nadine Connor, Phil Sil- 
vers, Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe, 

Sam Stark's “Theatre A to Z” encyclopedia which soon will be pub- 
lished reveals that a song and dance man named Harry Truman opened 





|on Broadway August 23, 1904, in a musical called “The Isle of Spice,” 


for a run of 80 performances. Though Stark has no indication this was 
THE Harry Truman, he hopes someone will investigate and possibly 
answer whether or not Margaret's is a “born in a trunk” type talent. 





The League of N.Y. Theatres, through voluntary contributions by 
its members, raised $8,000 for refunds on advance ticket sales for 


|‘Winesburg, Ohio,” which folded Feb. 15 at the National, N.Y. The 
|theatre was left short following the death of-owner Harry Fromkes 


a few days prior to the closing of “Winesburg.” The total refund claim 
is understood to be around $7,300. 


Legit Bits 


is on a two-week Caribbean cruise 

with his wife and is due back in 

the musical March 15. 

Ruth Popiel has joined the staff 
the Lester Osterman - Lillian 

Devon Production 





Rosemary Harris, last seen on 
Broadway in “Interlock,” is re- 
maining in the U. S. indefinitely as 
a resident alien. The British ac- 
tress is currently vacationing in 
Miami, but is due back next week 
to start rehearsing for a television 
edition of “Tale of Two Cities,” to 
be aired March 27 for Dupont. 

James Starbuck, who staged 
Alexandra Danilova’s click number 
in “Oh Captain,” first met the bal- 
lerina years ago when he was a 
student dancer with the San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co. and he went back- 
stage to ask for her autograph 
while she was appearing in the Bay 
City with the Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe. 

George Gilbert is associate pro- 
ducer of “Say Darling,” with Syl- 
via Herscher as general manager, 
Michael Goldreyer company man- 
ager, John L. Toohey, pressagent,! 
Robert Downing general stage 
manager, Daniel S. Broun stage | 0ff-Broadway 


manager and Michael Wettach as- | Stavis’ “The Man Who Never 
sistant, | Died. 


Regarding the followup review| ine Mernine™ is nal ) age 
of the Broadway prvduction of | april production by The Black- 
“Auntie Mame” in last week’s|; 


VaRIETY, the show's management | £riars Guild, N.Y. 
points out that notification that 
understudy Kip McArdle was ap-| 
pearing in the role of the Connecti- 
cut deb was made by posting a sign 
to that effect in the lobby as re- 
quired by the agreement between | 
the League of N. Y. Theatres and 
Actors Equity. But as the VARIETY 
reviewer indicated, many playgoers | 
undoubtedly missed the posted 
notice, but would have seen a slip) 
inserted in the Playbill or heard an 
announcement from the stage. | 

Ethel Britton, currently featured 
in the touring “Middle of the 
Night,” will be married in June to 
Oscar Heilborn, hotel owner in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. Miss Britton is 
the widow of Broadway producer | 
Frank McCoy. | 

Associated with Britisher play- } 


Tony ‘Richardson their Brosd|| SUMMER THEATRE 


of 
Hellman firm, 
Corp. 

Lon Clark has succeeded Jason 
Robards Jr. in the Broadway pro- 
duction of “Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night.” 

Carol Teitel is Joan Plowright's 
standby in the Broadway produc- 
tion of “The Entertainer.” 

“The Midnight Sun,” a new play 
by Jeseph Hayes, is planned for 
Broadway presentation next sea- 
son by the author and his produc- 
tion partner, Howard Erskine. 

Irwin Shaw will adapt Marcel 
Achard’s “Patate,” which Gilbert 
Miller plans producing on Broad- 
way next October. 

Robert Mayberry will be part- 
nered with Irving Strouse in the 
production of Barrie 





AVAILABLE 
TO SUMMER STOCK 


Group for Broadway Musicals, Shows, 
Productions, etc., for 1958 summer 
season—Town Hall Theatre and Opera 
House in quaint central New York vil- 
lage on U.S. Route 11 (Finger Lakes 
Region) historically famous as birth- 
place of David Harum. Very satisfac- 
tory arrangements can be worked out. 
Contact Chamber of C ce, 
Box #91, Homer, New ‘York 




















way producing plans are Harold 
Freedman, Osborne's agent, and | ClevenatTy OF COMNESHICST 
Harry ~Saltzman, formerly with | = -* = 


_ ~ July 1-Aug. 9 
Gilbert Miller’s production staff. yd - 


Scheduled as their initial venture 
is a Broadway presentation of “Re- | 
quiem for a Nun” next season, with | 
Richardson: staging and Zachary | 
Scott and Ruth Ford as costars. 
Dave Thomas is subbing for Rob- 
in Craven in the Broadway produc- | 
tion of “My Fair Lady.” Craven. 


Paid Resident Company of 18 


Paid Resident Force of 14 
AUDITIONS: In March at New York, 
Boston and Storrs, Conn. 

To Apply, Wrife: Cecii £. Hinkel, 
Univ. of Conn., Storrs, Conn. 














CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
The New York Office of Philadelphia's 


PLAYHOUSE 
IN THE PARK 


is now located at 
147 West 55th Street Cl. 6-3030 
SAM HANDELSMAN, Managing Director 
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Shows 








Where's Charley? 
the only hot spot. Pip Hinton, in 
her first star role, is a pretty and 
engaging _minx who sings and 
dances with verve. Marion Grimaldi 
brings grace to the role of the real 
aunt, Felix Felton works indomi- 
nitably in the funny, but some- 
times embarrassing role of Spet- 
tigue, the lawyer, and Jerry Des- 
monde brings well-bred dignity to 
the part of Sir Francis Chesney. 

In addition, Pamela Gale and 
Terence Cooper bring charm to the 
roles of the other young lovers. 
Add to this an attractive and weli- 
dressed chorus and some colorful 
decor and there are all the ingre- 
dients for a topnotch click. 

The musie and lyrics of Frank 
Loesser clicked here. Wisdom and 
Miss Hinton have the house ap- 
plauding with the neat and catc vy 
song-and-dance item, “Make a Mir- 
hit 


acle,” the girl star makes a 

with “The Woman in his Room” 
and Wisdom, whilst robbing “Once 
in Love With Amy” of much of its 
quiet Ray Bolger charm to achieve 
broader, comicel effect, contr'ves 
to make it a standout. Miss Gale 
and Terence Cooper handle “My 
Darling” with effect and, amid all 


the turmoi!, Jerry Desmonde and 
Miss Grimaldi bring a most agree- 
able nature charm to “Lovelier 
Than Ever.” 

William Chappell’s producticn, 
especially in the Brazil spectacle, 
has both speed, ingenuity and 
taste, and Hanya Holm’s choreog- 
raphy, the settings and costumes of 
Peter Rice and the musica! direc- 
tion of Michael Collins all con- 
tribute skilfully to Wisdom’s eve- 
ning Rich. 


Roseland 
London, Feb. 13. 
Clift & Jack Minster (in associa 
Anna Decre Wiman) presenta 
scenes) melc*ram* 


E. P 
tion with 
tion of twosact (three 


by Anthony Pelissier. Features \~chael 
Gough, Meriel Forbes, Yolande Turner 
Patric Doonan, Frank Pettingell. Staced 


by Anthony Pelissier; decor, David Gentle 
man. At St. Martin’s Theatre, London 
Feb. 12, °58; $2.20 top. 


Joe Leonard Michael Gouth 
Mamie Meriel Forbe 
Frankie Yolande Turner 
Mr. Somerset ° Cempbell Singer 


Paul Langford 
Liam Shaughnessy 
Thomas Brown 


Patric Dooaan 
7 nk Pettingell 
David Gregory 


The talents of a first-rate cast 
are frittered away in this preposter- 
ous melodrama, which was greeted 
with jeers and boos by the fivst- 
night audience. Anthony Pelissier, 
who authored and directed the 
work, must accept major responsi- 
bility for the production, which 
can stand no chance of survival. 

There are only two good things 
to be said about “Roseland.” One 
is David Gentleman's bold and im- 
aginative set, an open-top apart- 
ment attached to a dance hall, with 
a big display sign in the back- 
ground. The other is an attractive 
and fascinating performance by a 
West End newcomer, Yolande 
Turner, a vivacious redhead with a 
sparkling personality. 


But other top-flight performer's | 


like Michael Gough, Meriel Forbes, 
Patric Doonan and Frank Pettin- 
gell, are utterly defeated by the 
script 
who plans to jump a boat to New 
York while her sister and brother- 
in-law, played by Miss Forbes and 
Gough, are picnicking for the day. 
Her plans are interrupted by a 


fugitive thief who takes shelter in| 


the apartment, and quickly seduces 
her. 

The final act, in which two pur- 
suers insist that the brother-in-law 
is the man they want becomes 
more tudicrous as it progresses. 


The killing of the sister adds noth- | 


ing to the story Myro, 
(Closed Feb. 15 after 5 perform- 
ances.) 


Hallo. Das ist die Liebe 
(HALLO! THIS IS LOVE) 
Vienna, Feb. 6. 

Raimund Theatre production of two-act 
(33 scenes) musical comedy by Hugo 
Wiener, music by Robert Stolz. Staged by 
Fritz Fischer; scenery, Ferry Windberger; 
costumes, Hill Reihs-Gromes; choreog 
raphy, Kurt Steigerwald. Features Hans 
Hansen, Ingeborg Karsten, Cissy Kraner, 
Walter Mueller, Fritz Imhoff, Fritz Muliar 
— on At Raimund Theatre, Vienna, 
Jan. 28, °58 





Adam Adam .......+...- Hans Hansen 
MD tndddvsesémuideedts Hilde Laengauer 
Elfie ee Tee Ingeborg Karsten 
La Gigolette ............ Cissy Kraner 
Toni Wendelin seeee+s Walter Mueller 
Sebastian Platzer .......... Fritz Imhoff 
PEED is comsieu.e eseees.» Fritz Muliar 
| Re eee ... Max Brod 
PUREED 6s v00vvs ceetbens Johannes Ferigo 

An excellent musical comedy 


book with outstanding music, beau- 
tifully directed, “Hallo, Das ist die 
Liebe” is the 1958 entree of the 
Vienna Raimund Theatre, Vienna. 
Since it is a big, bouncy musical, 
no local composer except Robert 
Stolz could have contributed the 
score, 

The show is a modern Cinderella 
story of a poor hairdresser in love 


Continued from page 74 


Miss Turner plays sexy item | 


| Mrs. Anderson spoke about such’a | 


Abroad 








with a debutante whose ambitious 
parents are trying to marry her off 
to a nobleman. The girl's father 
is carrying on an affair with a 
notorious Parisian strip-teaser and 
his wife is putting detectives on 
his trail. The yarn offers ample 
scope for comedians and ballet. 

The score includes calypso, rock 
‘n’ roll, waltz and practically all 
modern rhythms, with a number oi 
potential hits. The theme song 
“Hallo! This is Love,” a rhythmi- 
cal number sung and danced by the 
entire company, goes over big. The 
ballet scenes are topped by the 
calypso, “When Two Kiss in Rio,” 
hottest and wildest part of the 
show. 

The love duo, “Moments of Hap- 
piness,” sung by Walter Mueller 
and Ingeborg Karsten, and Muel- 
ler’s ballad, “Why Did I Meet You,” 
are undoubtedly heading for pop- 
ularity. The audience hums them 
when. leaving the theatre. Cissy 
Kraner is a stampede with “For He 
Is My Man.” 

A tarantella, “A Sign of Cul- 
ture,” sung and danced by Miss 
Kraner and the company; is another 
highlight. “Mon Rhapsody” is an 
impressive production number. 

\ big bonus is Fritz Fischer's di- 
recting. Lavish sets and costumes 
and good light effects also enhance 
the show. Maas. 








~ Brooks Atkinson 


aaa Continued from page 73 jaa 


one fluffed his lines. Miss Martin 
even forgot the words of “Wonder- 
ful Guy,” prompting feigmed an- 
noyance on the part of lyricist Os- 
car Hammerstein 2d, who was m.c. 
for the affair. 

O’Casey’s letter, read by Ham- 
merstein, said in part, “no living 
drama critic has done more, in 
courage, artistic perception and 
common sense, for the drama than 
you have over the last 
play reviewing. Hart's letter, read 
by his wife, actress Kitty Carlisle, 
called attention to the unique 
qualities of Atkinson's criticism 
“always something in those care- 
fully written words to cherish and 
cling to—a shrewd sense of the 
playwright’s purpose—a compas- 
sionate wnderstanding of the peo- 
ple involved—and above all a per- 
vading sense of humanity and love 
for the theatre as a living and 
breathing part of our culture and 
heritage.” 

The Actors Equity tribute, read 
by the union’s president, Ralph 
Bellamy, mentioned the eritic’s 
“integrity so’essential to the high- 
est principles of journalism.” gn- 
other feature of the occasion -#as 
;a limited edition of the Tzahes 
Sunday amusement section, wzth a 
special Page 1 replate contaiing 
articles about Atkinson, ¢ gix- 
column drawing by cartoonist Al 
Hirschfeld, and a citation by Tittes 
publisher Arthur Hays nang ay od 
concluding, “Brooks is now in 4he 
ranks of the old timers but his 
criticisms show no more sign of it 
than his figure. His mind and his 
heart have not changed and they 
were always good.” 

Background 

Not the least remarkable thing 
about the party was the fact that 
it had been kept such a secret. 
Even the gossip columnists re- 
frained from spilling the news, 
and the Broadway’ grapevine, 
| Which traditionally hums with 
what’s supposed to be the 
confidential matters, for 
failed to operate. 

There was at least one near tip- 
off. Sunday morning, the day of 
| the affair, a huge arrangement of 
| flowers arrived at the Atkinson's 
| apartment in New York from A\)- 
| fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
| who are touring in England in a 
| tryout of “The Visit.” An accom- 
| panying card offered “congratula- 
| tions on your 35th theatrical an- 
niversary,” but Mrs. Atkinson sug- 


once 


must have just learned of the oc- 
casion, which had actually oc- 
curred last fall, and her husband 
nodded and accepted the explana- 
tion. 


committee including Mrs. 
berg, Miss Hayes, producer Robert 
Whitehead and Mrs. Arthur 
Schartz. Its genesis was about 
three years ago, at a smal! dinner 
at the Strasberg home. Present 
were the Atkinsons and playwright 
Robert Anderson and his wife, the 
late Phyllis Anderson. After the 
Atkinsons left, Mrs. Strasberg and 





35 years of | 


most | 


gested that apparently the stars, 


The party was arranged by a) 
Stras- | 











| Party, but the idea remained more | 
or less dormant until Miss Hayes 
| heard about it some months ago. 
|The initial plan was for just a 


Literati 











small affair for a few of the critic’s 


friends, but the project — snow- Double-Feature Jackets 

balled. Utilizing the contradiction of the 
As Atkinson himself said in axiom about “no judging g bock 

accepting the engraved tray at the py its Gover” Abelard-Schuiman’s 


ar sy over *r this.” oe 
party, “I'll never get over this May publication of “Hercules: The 


a ® Big Greek Story,” by tv write 








‘mt 5 George Kirgo, described as 

¢ . P P _ on¢ VI, 

Diary Reversal Rabe laisian satire about Hol 
wood,” is being merchandised with 
=——ew Continued from page 73 Seem tWO book jackets Both are by 
. Punch cartoonist, Anton. Publish 
Award play ultimately adapted by | ers refer to them as “profane” and 
Frances Goodrich and = Albert | “ipe¢ profane” intended for stores 


Hackett as “Diary of Anne Frank.” 
Additionally named a defendant 
was Cheryl Crawford, who orig- 
inally held an option on the book, 


whose bookbuyers may be morral:y 
sensitive. 

Story focuses around a 
child boxoffice bonanza who, in his 


once 


but she was eliminated from the 20s, is “a shy retiring millionaire 
case during tria!. Attorneys for whom Hollywood seeks out for an 


Bloomgarden and Frank are Paul, adult comeback 


Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garri- — 
son Busy John Roeburt 

The curious and, in the op'nion Whodunit novelist, radio and t 
of the trade, unfortunate angle of scripter John Roeburt has about 
the suit and the trial before Cole- 50.000 words done on his nove!. in 
man was that the Hacketts (Miss collaboration with Milton Berk 
Goedrich is Mrs. Hackett), who titled “Four Graves To Choluca 
were in the middle of the dis- Both the comedian and the authy 
pute as alleged plagiarists, were @escribe it as “very offbeat” even 

avantgarde Abelard - Schuman 


not named in the action and never 


defend ™4y publish. That firm is bringin: 


out Roeburt’s latest suspense 
minet 4 novel, “Climate of Hell,” on April 
vercict 1 ¢ with Gold Medal to do t}.e paper- 


had an opportunity to 
themselves. 

Althouch the jurv’s 
Lev n’s favor on the plagiarism back 
charge would not, if upheld have Reeourt has just celupleted tw 
affected the Hacketts directly ol ts, pilots: “Macabre,” a Young & 
financially, it as regarded in the Rubicam-Hi Brown package, stories 
trade as a shattering h'ow n~ofes- based on the classics (DeMaup 
sienelly and emotionally. If Levin cant, Poe et al.), and “Terrior,’ an 
takes the suit fo trial avain, the Ed Madden-Harry Kidinsky pack- 
Hacketts, who are well known age based on the Anthony Abbott 
scenarists and onvlaywrichts, may novels writted by the late Fulton 
get a chance to defend their names Oursler. Roeburt meantime is also 
and reputatioas, if onlv by appear- | rushing a paperback original novel 
ing as defense witnesses. However, for Avon on “a compassionate 
if Judee Coleman's decision is ap- Study” of teenage violence in a 
vealed. only the angle invo’ving mixed Manhattan neighborhood 
damages may be resolved, and the ape 
matter of vlagiarism left in the air Dedicate Hearst Plaque 

A possible result of the case, if Founding of the Hearst News- 
the plagiarism asnect is not cleared Papers was marked by dedication 
ub. mav be a marked reluctance of Of a bronze plaque at the Hearst 
producers te ovtien anv literary mormy bang Ny Ren Dag 
prenerties on which previous adav- wre rod ao of Sigma Delta Ci 
tation attempts have heen made. een tn y ; 
Ploomgarden says flatlv that he — mee phen na by yea 
il pant ick an. Newspaper org n’s chapter 
Jt geae | = >* hn sadhana president, Don Mozley, KCBS news 

: as 7 ¢ director, to William Randoph 

by an adaptor he’s never heard of poarst Jr, chain's editor-in-chief 
and on the basis of a dram*tiza- Haque describes late W. R 
tion he might not even know Yearst’s start of publishing empire 
existed with acquisition of the San Fran- 

Incidentally, Levin is also in- ¢jseo Examiner March 4, 1887. INS 
volved in a suit over author royal-|reporter Bob Considine addressed 
ties from “Compulsion.” a melo- 


Sigma Delta Chi luncheon after 
drama which recently completed a | presentation. 
Broadway run. The pilav. was 
adapted from Levin's bestseller of 
the same name, based on the Loeb- 
Leopold case, and the dispute in- 





5 New Dramabooks 
Hill & Wang’s Dramabooks pa- 
perback series is breaking with five 


velves playwright Robert Thom,;new titles: An English language 
who was engaged by producer Mi-| collection (‘the first) of Jean 
chael Myerberg to he! the novelist | Anouilh; “The Psychology of 


Farce,” group of Gallic farces by 


Under the un- C 
> Labiche, Sardou, Feydeau, Courte- 


roval- 


on the adaptation 
usual contractual setun. all 


: : : line and Prevert and edited by 
wer Diese = po a Eric Bentley; Oliver Goldsmith 
om pesiletylieer-s plays edited by George Pierce 


to Thom, as provided in an under- 
cover agreement. As a final 
wrinkle. the fact that Levin signed 
that and another secert pact with- 
out Dramatist Guild sanction made 
him liable to disciplinary action by 
the latter organization. 


Miller Theatre 


=e Continued from page 73 


Baker: Stark Young’s “The Thea- 
tre,” drama philosophy; and the 
jate Brander Matthews’ “Papers 
On Acting.” 


Barnard’s Chi News Stint 

Chicage Daily News has incepted 
a Mondays-only editorial page col- 
umn by Chi biographer Harry Bar- 
nard. Pillar is tabbed “Liberal-At- 
Large.” Author recently left the 
Arthur Meyerhoff ad agency afte: 
five years as an account exec and 
press director. He was chief edi- 
torial writer for the old Chi Times 
in 1944. ‘ 

Barnard’s books include #Eagle 
Forgotten,” story of Hlinofs Gov 
John Peter Altgeld; “Rutherford B 

















by the board for corporate re- 
organization.” Drama, Inc., was 
organized in 1953 as a non-profit 
| stock-holding corporation, with 
Mrs. John in control] of 51° of the 


: : ig ; 
— a other 49% is split Hayes and His America”; and “In- 
7 pe a dependent Man,” the life of the 
re =stockholders meet once late Michigan industrialist ‘he co- 


yearly and elect the board. of | founded the Ford empire) and Sen- 





trustees, which is responsible for ator James Couzens, which Scrib- 
the operation of the theatre. Cer- ner’s brings out in May 

tain members of the board, how- — 

ever, have been dissatisfied with Yoseloff-Barnes Deal 

the corporate structure, preferring Thomas Yoseloff Inc. has _ ac- 


a non-stock, non-profit corpora- 
tion. Mrs. John and the other 
stockholders have agreed to re- 
linquish their stock so the reorgan- 
ization can be effected. In doing 
so, they're also severing relations 
with the venture. 

Mrs. John claims the corpora- 
tion is solvent and that in the four | 
seasons that it’s been operating 
has been successful. She feels that 
a change in organization involves 
“an unknown quantity” to her and 
therefore she states, “I would not 
feel professionally secure or justi- 
fied in participating under any new 
| circumstances.” 
| 
j 


quired controlling stock of A. S 
Barnes & Co. with Yoseloff as 
chairman of board and John Low- 
ell Pratt continuing as prexy. 

Barnes will try for more general 
publishing in addition to maintain- 
ing a list of sports titles, 


The Writer's Craft 

Vet Esquire editor Frederic A 
Birmingham edited a compendium 
on “The Writer’s Craft,” which 
Hawthorn will bring out at $4.95 
in late April, wherein such editors 
as the following have written blue- 
prints for successful publication: 
{Ben Hibbs (Satevepost), Herb 
: , |Mayes ‘Good Housekeeping), Ar- 
The Miller began operating in | nola Gingrich ‘ieuuiee), ion Pur- 
1954, with individual seasons run- ldy (True), Russell Lynes (Harper’:), 
ning 30 weeks and covering 10 Bill Nichols ‘This Week), Norman 
plays. ‘Cousins (Saturday Review), among 


oe 
others. Additionally a who's who 
of byliners have contributed 


pieces on the same subject 
British musicologist Martin Coop- 
er has also produced “The Concise 


Enecvclopedia of Music and Musi- 
cians” which Ken Giniger’s Haw- 
thorn firm will publish in May 


Glenn Condon’s Ode To Okla. 

Glenn Condon, news director of 
KRMG, Tulsa, Oklahoma. has edi- 
ted a breezy 64-page golden anni 
booklet tagged “Modest Oklaho- 
ma.’ Its jampacked with 
dotes about colorful characters, 
historical background, Indian lore, 
rodeo background, national cow- 
boy hall of fame and state's archi- 
tectural wonders. Condon, who has 
covered the Oklahoma territory for 
half-a-eentury, gave Walter Win- 
chell his start in journalism when 
the former edited the Vaudeville 
News in Gotham 

‘here’s a Winchell “pome” in 
“Modest Oklahoma” testifying to 
Condon’s influence on him. 


anec- 


CHATTER 
James Jones has checked out of 
Laguna en route to Europé 


William M. Fine, formerly pub- 
lisher of Bride & Home, named 
executive editor of Good House- 
| 


<eeping mag. 


joating mag, new publication of 
Sports Afield mag, hit the stands 
Friday (28) with an initial print 
order of 200,000 copies. 

Jessyca Russell Gaver sold Saga 
a feature on Roseland and owner 
Lou Brecker titted “Where Wall- 
flowers Turn Over a New Leaf.” 

Leslie Watkins, who left the 
London Daily Sketch two vears ago 
to become Granada-TV’s London 
press officer, has rejoined the pa- 
per as its tv correspondent 

Frank Scully is now contributing 
regularly to the pages of The 
Southern Cross, Catholic weekly of 
Diocese of San Diego. It is a col- 
umn tagged “Out of My Mind.” 

Jere Cox, United Press’ St. Louis 
bureau manager, upped to post of 
Missouri-Kansas news editor. He's 
the son of Louis Cox, Dallas Times 
Herald sports editor, 

Betsy Rose, ex-Fortnight editor, 
is now editor of the Laguna Beach 
Cal.) Post. Mike Jackson, former 
film reviewer for Liberty, column- 
ist on same newspaper. 

Charles L. Mooney, promotion 
manager for the Knickerbocke: 
News and also « columnist for the 
Gannett daily, been elected a di- 
rector of the Albany Chamber of 
Commerce. 

John Gates, who resigned as edi- 
tor of The Daily Worker and from 
the Communist Party, has signed 
with Thomas Nelson & Sons for a 
book scheduled for fall publica- 
tion, tentatively titled “Evolution 
of an American Communist.” 

Vern Sneider and his wife, Bar- 
bara, are headed for their home in 
Monroe, Mich., after spending the 
winter in Laguna Beach, where he 
has been working on his new book 
called “No Title.” It is laid in same 
setting as “Teahouse of the August 
Moon.” 

Blackie Sherrod, sports editor of 
Fort Worth Press, resigned to be- 
come executive sports editor of the 
Dallas Times Herald. Latter sheet 
recently brought in Felix Me. 
Knight, Dallas Morning News man- 
aging editor, as veepee-executive 
editor. 

The Lobster restaurant's boni- 
faces, Mike Linz and Stan Fuchs, 
have authored a cook book iitled 
A Fine Kettle of Fish” and, on 
the occasion of its publication, the 
Times Square fishery hosting the 

; book eds with a full-course pois- 
son-style, Junchfest, in association 
with The Citadel Press. 

Hawthorn’s expansion necessitat- 
ed Stuart L. Daniels giving up dou- 


bling between Prentice-Hall, par- 
ent of Hawthorn Books, and the 
subsid. Kenneth S. Giniger, v.p. 


and gm. of Hawthorn, has put on 
ad-pub manager for his outfit, Ken- 
neth T. Hurst, last four years with 
McGraw-hill. 

N. Y. Journal-American rewrite 
staffer Richard O'Connor's “Hell's 
Kitchen” is due via Lippincott in 
May. It treats with that colorful 
section of New York's wild west 
side bounded between 14th and 52d 
St.. 8th Ave. and the Hudson River, 
which produced more than its 
share of crime for decades after the 
Civil War. 

Dora Albert's successful book, 
“You're Better Than You Think” 
(Prentice-Hall), now in its second 
printing. In this well-documented 
|survey of celebrities and how they 
achieved success, the author cites 
experiences and observations of 
numerous show biz personalities, 
including Walt Disney, Jay Black- 


iton, Joshua Logan and Gale Storm 
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Broadway | 


Deborah Kerr and her producer- 
husband, Anthony Bartley, sailed 
for Europe last week on the Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Van Heflin sailed on Cristoforo 
Colombo Monday (3) en route to 


Ital where he'll star in “The 

Tempest,” an indie locationer. 
Ihe Sterling Fisher, who is new 

exec director of the Reader’s Di- 


vest Foundation, was long ago with 
CBS and later with NBC in the 
radio publie affairs department. 

\ctor-turned-agent Arthur Ash- 
ley, now managing the Percy Wil- 
liams’ Actors Home, East Islip, 
lL. t., has been ailing at the South 
Side Hospital, same city. 

Biopie being talked for Konrad 
tercovici's over-a-decade-old  Es- 
quire story on “The Father of the 
Caesars” (Irving and the late Ar- 
thur, that is) 

The 13 Clocks” by James Thur- 
ber, written as part of Minnesota's 
100th anni, will be premiered 
March 8 in the children’s concerts 
for Tom Scherman’'s Little Or- | 
chestra | 

Agent Lou Irwin in from the 
Coast to o.0. the talent situation | 
and look in on Monday’s (3) preem | 
of Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy 
and Ray Walston in “Who Was 
That Lady I Saw You With?” 

Nicky Quattrociocchi, original 
boniface of El Borracho, who sold 
out to retire to Italy, is tired of the 
siesta and is back in Gotham. His 
return‘to the N. Y. nitery scene 
being marked with a soiree hosted 
by Saul Brown 

Onetime vaude agent now Father 


Walter Plimmer Jr., St. John’s 
R.C. Church, Bohemia, L.I., near- 
ing his 25th year in the Roman 


Catholic ministry, is writing his 
memoirs, tentatively titled “They'll 
Never Believe Me.” 

Elisa Maxwell, following serious 
pneumonia attack which had hos- 
pitalized her at N.Y. Hospital for 
some weeks, hoped to be able to 
resume her weekly Tuesday stint 
with Jack Paar on NBC-TV last 
night 

Hollywood — producer - director - 
scripter Tom McKnight (“The Life 
of Riley,” ete.) and his actress-wife, 
Marjorie Davies, doing the grand 
European tour for two months, sail- | 
ing this weekend. It’s Mrs. Mc- 
Knight's maiden voyage. 

Myron Clement named new pub- 
lic relations director of the French 
Govt. Tourist Office in New York, 
succeeding Norman Reader who 
resigned after 11 years to go into 
p.r. for himself. Yves Kob upped 
to succeed Clement as head of the 
Travel Agents Dept. of the FGTO. 

tert Wheeler will get a testi- 
monial dinner at The Lambs on 
Saturday, March 15. Collie Lee) 
Sullivan is in charge of affair, aid- 
ed by Bill Gaxton, shepherd; Lor- 
ing Smith, chairman, and Mickey 
Alpert, head of entertainment com- 
mittee. Party will be held in The 
Fold of clubhouse. 

With Jack McGuire registering 
an Irish colt as “Old Folse,” Bev- 
Hills prexy Hernando Courtright 
took occasion on his recent Gotham 
trip to present Frank M. Folsom 
with the proper colors and jockey 
cap. “Old Folse” is named for the 
chairman of the RCA executive 
committee 

Arnold Gamson of the American 
Opera Society will conduct Mark 
Bucci's “Tale for a Deaf Ear” dur- 
ing the N. Y. City Center’s spring 
cycle of folk works, per the Ford 
Foundation grant. Evan Whallon of 
the Columbus Symphony will be 
on stick for the Gian-Carlo Menotti 
revivals, “The Medium” and “The 
Old Maid.” Both conductors will 
be making their N. Y. debuts. 

Sherman Billingsley, Stork Club 
boniface, was expected to be dis- 
charged from Rodsevelt Hospital 
tonight (Wed.) or tomorrow, after 
being transferred from Bellevue as 
result of a collision between his 
car and a taxi. Latter had shot out 
unexpectedly on 23d St. and 2d 
Ave. Monday (3) night. Billingsley 
was driving his own Cadiilae at the 


time. When taken to Bellevue his 
condition was pronounced “seri- 
ous” but not considered so now. 





Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 
(1755 Calais Dr.; Union 5-5389) 


Milton Berle doing biggest biz of 
season for the Latin Quarter. 


Miami Music ‘Theatre, which 
cold-folded its tent, will reopen 
during the very-warm-for May 
days, for a summer run. 


Louis Prima and Keely Smith 
make a quick return to the Eden | 
Roc’s Cafe Pompeii; begin a two- 
weeker on Friday (7). 

Marlene Dietrich took the one- 
weeker at reported $17,500 offered 
by the Fontainebleau, and opened 
last night (4). 

Frankie Laine, Allen & DeWood 
Started a one-framer at the Ameri- 
cana, which has switched to a one- 
week deal for all attractions. 

Jerry Lewis, key speaker at the | 
United Jewish Fund drive kickoff 


at the Fontainebleau Sunday (2), 
also presented a full show fer the 
donors assemblage, 

Jimmy Durante will join Frank 


Sinatra on his last night of La-! 


Ronde week (17) with the latter 
dittoing for Durante at his opening 
show (18). 

Walter Winchell to Lakeland for 


| keynote speech and acceptance of 
| Humanities 


from florida 
spend 
the 


degree 
Southern. He returned to 
another couple of weeks at 
Roney. 

Bob Hope planing in from Russia 
for preem of his new pic, “Paris 
Holiday,” at Beach Theatre on the 
7th; Anita Ekberg will also be on 
hand. Hope's troupe will be at the 
Eden Roc for the weekend 

Earl and Rosemary Wilson 
stayed on for a week following his 
Police & Firemen’s Benefit Show 
emcee chore at which he’ introed 
Winchell and Diosa Costello as fea- 
tures in their cha-cha-cha routin« 
Made the: rounds with Walter Ja- 
cobs, who toured them _ also 
through his new DuPont Tarleton 
hotel. 


. 
Paris 
By Gene Moskowitz 

(28 Rue Huchette-Odeon 49-44) 

Anna Magnani in to dub “Wild is 
the Wind” (Par). 

Miles Davis’ improvised jazz 
score of the Gallic pic, “Elevator 
for the Gallows,” selling briskly in 
a Fontana album 

Raymond Rouleau takes over 
management of Theatre Edouard 
VII with Elizabeth Hijar remaining 
as owner. Rouleau’s first directorial 
stint will be Rene Catroux’s second 
plav, “We'll Start Our Careers.” 

Newcomer Nouveau Theatre, 
swells number of Paris legit houses 
to 55. It is next door to Theatre De 
Paris and run by the same direc- 
tress, actress Elivre Popesco. The 
400-seater opens with a reprise of 
Albert Camus’ “Caligula.” 

John Berry's pic ‘Tamango,” 


‘about a 19th century slaving ship, 


forbidden for showings in French 
Equatorial Africa or Algeria. Peti- 
tion, signed by top artistic names, 
has been sent to the Ministry of 
Information to lift this restriction. 

It looks like a spate of Gallic 
terpers will descend on N. Y. later 
this season with Roland Petit’s 
Ballet De Paris due in April, Lud- 
milla Tcherina to dance some clas- 
sic excerpts on the Ed Sullivan 
video show in April, and the Fran- 
coise Sagan ballet, “The Broken 
Date,” due in June. 

French producers peeved at 
German actor Curt Jurgens who 
put off two Gallic engagements 
when he gave Yank film commit- 
ments priority. Now, he has stalled 
director Yves Ciampi until June 
due to a chore opposite Ingrid 
Bergman in a Yank pic for 20th- 
Fox. Jurgens promised to.be avail- 
able in June on a contract signed 
for this month. 

Cannes will have a Jazz Festival 
from July 8-13. Among partici- 
pants are Lionel Hampton, Louis 
Armstrong, Count Basie, Duke 
Ellington, Sidney Bechet. Don 
Byas, Albert Nicholas, Ella Fitzger- 
ald and the Gallic New Orleans 
band of Claude Luter. Knokke-La- 
Zoute, in Belgium, will share the 
fest and all participants will com- 
mute between the two resorts to be 


in it. 
Boston 
By Guy Livingston 
(344 Little Bldg.; Hancock 6-8386) 


Gordon MacRae into Blinstrub’s 
Feb. 24. 

Dinah Washington currently at 
Storyville. 

E. M. Loew sold Town House to 
Nick Polley. 

Bert Wheeler breaking in new 
act at Show Bar. 

3ette McLaurin current at Brad- 
ford Carousel Room. 

Tommy Sands in for p.a. at Pil- 
grim with “Sing, Boy, Sing.” 

Sherm Feller, WEZE disk jock, 
in Beth Israel Hospital following 
surgery 

Lester Lanin booked for one- 
nighter at Bradford Hotel ballrooin 
Marcl 

Vaughn Monroe reopened 
Meadows in Framingham 
Larry Cooper orch. 

Jean Seberg in for press rounds 
and luncheon for “Bonjour Tris- 
tesse,”’ at the Astor. 

Boston U. to produce “Allegro” 
with cast of 41 plus chorus and 
orch at University Theatre, April 
17-19. 

Alice Burke, 
news staffer, 


with 


Boston Traveler 
married Reginald 


| Gamester, London playwright, in 


London last Tuesday (18). 

Boston Globe's Robert Healy to 
Washington and present correspon- 
dent, Thomas Winship, returns to 
Globe for new assignment. 

George Wein, director Newport 
Jazz Festival and of Storyville, Hub 
jazz nitery, planed out for Lisbon 
and European tour to pick tooters 
for International Jazz Band. 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135-6-7) 

Comedian Sonnie Hale undergo- 
ing surgery in Birmingham. 

Al Rosen in town re-writing his 


new farce, “The Man From Outer | 


Space.” 

Amanda, manager of plush Savoy 
Hotel restaurant, has quit to be- 
come a director of Charles Forte’s 
restaurant chain. 

Comedian Robertson Hare has 
been elected prexy cf the Stage 
Golfing Society, coveted post 
among London actors 


Cricketers Denis Compton and 


Geoffrey Evans taught Buddy Holly | 


and the Crickets England’s national 
at a Decca shindig 


game, cricket, 

Irish artists Jimmy O'Dea and 
Albert Sharpe signed by Disney 
for his next, “Darby O’Gill and 


the Little People.” 

Columbia’s “Bitter Victory” 
opened British Army’s new cinema, 
the Globe, in Tripoli. Cinema is 
mobile, made of semi-plastic and is 
equipped with CinemaScope. 

Queen Mother and Princess Mar- 
garet will attend a Gala Perform- 
ance of the Royal Ballet at Covent 
Garden on March 27. Show is for 
its Benevolent Fund. 

Tony Morris, Associated British- 
Pathe Overseas Sales manager, 
switched to ABC-TV. New job is 
to develop world-wide distribution 
of tv films and telerecordings. 

Nat Miller and Geoffrey Bernard, 


Orb Productions toppers, have 
upped Betty Burton to exec assist- 
ant. She joined Orb from U.A. 
last year 


Leading artists, performers and 
lensers guested at opening of The 
Latin Quarter, newly decked out 
London nitery. Revellers showed 
up in Bohemian garb. 

Terence Rattigan’s new play, 
“Variations on a Theme,” has Mar- 
garet Leighton as leading femme 
and starts sticks tour at the Opera 
House, Manchester, March 31. ° 

3ecause of quota problems, with 
extras, exteriors of 20th- Fox’s In- 
grid Bergman starrer. “Inn of the 
Sixth Happiness,” will be shot in 
North instead of Formosa or Hong- 


Kong 
Donald Ogden. Stewart's play, 
“The Kidders,” recent hit at the 


Arts Theatre opens at St. Martin’s | 


Theatre March 18. Faith and Lyn- 
don Brook and Dermot Walsh, 
stars, will remain in cast, though 
Walsh switches roles. 


Mexico City 

A tint film of two American visi- 
tors covering the high spots of 
tourist Mexico, is being readied by 
the North American Pro-Mexico 
Committee, which is stepping up 
drive to induce more Yank to holi- 
day down here. Manuel Barba- 
chano Ponce will direct. Distribu- 
tion is planned statewide through 
universities, Chambers of Com- 
merce, Rotary and Lions Clubs, 
etc. Besides, black and _ white 
copies will be provided U. S. tv. 
felease is scheduled for about 
March 15. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
(Angli, 43 - Tel. 30-89-20) 


Irene Lecarte, French vocalist, at 


| Bolero, 


his | 


' 


Elia and Paloma Fleta, gal sing- 
ing team, at Rio. 

American comedian Rolly Rolls 
at Emporium nitery. 

Martin Gran Ger with his pup- 
pet show at Rio nitery. 

Tania, Argentine tango dancer, a 
hit at Jardines de Granada. 

Walt Disney’s “Great Locomo- 
tive Chase” drawing crowds at 
Femina. 

Liceo’s impresario 
bring Maria Callas to Barcelona for 
one or two performances. 

Italian actor Alberto Sordi in 
town to promote his pic “El Mari- 
do” (The Husband) exhibited at 
the Windsor. 


Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Foreign 
RAI-TV bought Italian rights to 
“Alfred Hitchcock Presents” se- 
ries for its local video outlet. 
The U.S.A. is participating in the 
current 14th International Sport 
Film Festival being held in Cor- 


tina. About 60 pix competing 
from some 15 nations. 
Steady stream of VIPS from 


most major companies in-and-out 
of Rome these weeks, mostly to 
look mto possible personnel and 
overhead cuts in Italo operation. 

Goffredo Lombardo, Titanus 
Film prexy, unanimously reelected 


to top the Italian Producers Assn. | 
Franco Penotti similarly renamed 
prexy of the italo Distributors 
Assn 

Anthony Franciosa, Ava Gardner 


intends to| 


Press Club; tel 65 906) | 


arrived in Rome for preliminary 
fittings for “The Naked Maja,” 
Titanus projects Not yet decided 


where pic will start, whether in 
Italy or Spain. 
Viveca Lindfors, Silvano Man- 


gano, Jeffrey Horne and Van Hef- 
lin set so 
| temporarily titled pic, “The Tem- 
pest.” Producer to London to set 
other cast names for this and other 
productions 

Mike Stern, locally-residing 
Fawcett Pub rep, named to jury 
judging top Italo artists in contest 
sponsored by tie manufacturer on 
theme of “La Cavatta.” Painting 
is one of Stern’s many sidelines 
activities 

Sam Jaffe visited the Rome Ex- 
perimental Film School centre dur- 
ing his local stay, was reportedly 
impressed with seriousness of ap- 
proach of the government-spon- 
sored institution, as well as with 
the vast coverage of every facet of 


pic-making 
Las Vegas 


| 
| 
| By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 2-6100) 

| Aldous Huxley, here for the 
medical hypnotism symposium, rem- 
iniscing with Bob “Hoppy” Hop- 
| kins about their days as screen- 
writers. Hopkins, whose biggest 
hit was “San Francisco,” is now 
retired and lives in Vegas 

Abe Schiller, Flamingo veep, 
swamped with requests for personal 
appearances since he was named 


“Man of the Year” by the Inter- 
national Rodeo Assn. Within one 
week, he'll ride in parades in 


Phoenix, Louisville and Lubbock. 

Monte Proser, Tropicana, being 
paged by Jackie Bright, AGVA na- 
tional administrator, to serve as 


producer for show AGVA is assem- | 


bling for the State Dept. which will 
tour Europe and the Middle East. 
Proser now negotiating with Lon- 
don Palladium’s Val Parnell to put 
on ore of his Tropicana revues 
there in June 


Seattle 


Jack Dempsey in to referee 
Northwest Golden Gloves tourna- | 
ment. 


Hard ticket run of “Around the 
World in 80 Days” at Blue Mouse 
into 45th week, a record here. 

Pat Suzuki, Colony songstress, 
back after Canadian tv appearances 
and stint at Arctic Club, Vancouver. 

New theatre group here, Off- 
Broadway Players, undismayed by 
| failure of first production, have set 
presentation of “Refined Gentle- 
men, Only” for Cirque Theatre 
April 6. Play ig by Jerry Tolle, 
lone of four organizers of group. 


Others are Dan Eby, Evan K. San- | 


{ders and Hollie Snyder. Snyder 


will direct. 
Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: BEArsden 5566) 
“Fol-de-Rols” revue doing good 

biz at King’s Theatre, Glasgow. 
Jack Radcliffe, Scot senior come- 
dian, at Gaiety Theatre, Ayr. 
“Fol-de-Rols” revue doing good 
biz at King’s Theatre, Glasgow. 
Aly Wilson named summer show 
comedian at Largs, Clyde vacation 
spot. 
| Peter Casson and “Show Phan- 
tasy” unit to Empire Theatre, Ed- 
j}inburgh, ° 
; Alma Cogan to Glasgow Empire 
; after tour of Iceland, mulling trip 
to Australia. 
| David Hughes, singer, pacted for 
1958 summer revue ‘“Five-Past 
Eight” at Alhambra, Glasgow. 
Alastair McHarg replacing Brian 
Douglas as resident singer in Scot- 
tish tv’s “One O'Clock Gang” show. 
Michael Denison and Dulcie 
|Gray to H. M. Theatre, Aberdeen, 
jin John O’Hare's “Double Cross.” 





ing in vaude stint at Pavilion, Glas- 
| gow, for cabaret date at Liverpool, 
ng, 

H. G. Spary, Scot manager of 
Metro films, new chairman of Scot- 
tish Cinematograph Trade Benevo- 
lent Fund. 

Lex McLean, Auld Lang Syne 
comedian, will top summer show at 
| Pavilion, Glasgow, in place of Tom- 
;}my Morgan, hospitalized. 
| Fay Lenore, stage and tv thrush, 
setting March 17 as wedding date. 
Groom will be Jay Scott, part- 
owner of a Loch Lomond isle. 

Margo Henderson, impressionist, 
(commuting between ty dates in 
;London and radio series in Scot- 
land, 

Denis Daniell switching from 
|managership of Odeon, Glasgow, 
|to indie theatre operation in Jer- 
| sey, English Channel island. 
| Duncan Macrae, Scot actor, re- 
elected chairman of Scottish sec- 
tion, British Actors’ Equity. Len- 


far for DeLaurentiis'| 


Freddie Sales, comedian, break- | 





Hollywood 


Gia Scala became U. S. citizen, 

Sam Spiegel in from Europe. 

Walter Mirisch down with flu 
and laryngitis. 

Jessie Wadsworth broke her hip 
in studio fall. 

Robert Jacks hospitalized for ob- 
servation after malaria attack. 

Thornton Sargent joined Lou 
Smith flackery as associate. 

Tom Carman reelected biz rep 
of Sound Technicians, Local 695. 

Technicolor paid off 75 techni- 
cians in seasonal cutback. 

Jed Harris divorced by wife on 
cruelty charge. 

Motion Picture Permanent Chari- 
ties donated $190,400 to L. A. Red 
Cross. 

C. V. Wh.tney off on cross-coun- 
try bally trek for “Missouri 
Traveler.” 

Bill Schaefer resigned as Univer- 

sal associate casting director, wind- 
ing 20 years with studio. 
| William Goetz received annual 
| “Honorary Membership Award” 
|from Delta Kappa Alpha, national 
| film fraternity. 

Writers Guild of America, West, 
completely subscribed $75,000 
bond issue for financing of Guild’s 
new building. 

Irving Allen and A. R. Broccoli 
returned to London headquarters 


after annual confabs with Co- 
lumbia. 

Morris H. Simpson retired as 
Paramount Studios comptroller, 


after 15 years in post and 37 years 
with company. 

Southern California Motion Pic- 
ture Council kudosed “Brothers 
Karamazov” and “Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar” with top feature awards 
for February. 

Metro will open Sol C. Siegal’s 
“Merry Andrew” with a_ benefit 
preem April 2 at Pantages Theatre, 
with proceeds to local Variety Club 
Tent 25. Danny Kaye starrer starts 
exclusive run at theatre following 
day as Pantages’ Easter attraction. 
Kaye will host a special “junior 
preem” April 3 at noon for kid 
audiences, with clowns, circus 
wagons, ’etc., on hand. Similar pro- 
motion is slated nationally for pic. 


Palm Springs 

By A. P. Scully 
(FAirview 4-1828) 
; Burt Lancaster tried La Quinta. 
| Sonja Henie and hubby Niels 
Onstadt had quiet stay in town. 
| Bill Bendix caught his daughter 
in “Father of the Bride.” 

Harpo Marx and Jack Benny per- 
formed for the United Fund. 

Par’s tv outlet dropping cable 
| tap to $35, thanks to Translator 
competish. 

Teddy and Dorothy Hart bought 
| a new house and celebrated with a 
| party at Ranch Club. 

Little Gaelic Singers set for ben- 
efit at Russ Auditorium, San 
Diego, March 29. 

Duke Ellington installed new 
| officers of NAACP at convention 
| at St. Theresa School. 

| Ben Hibbs, SEPost editor, took 
}a breather and hobby-horsed with 
Desert Riders. 
| Torches burning around El Mir- 
ador nights looks like wash sale of 
|owner Ray Ryan’s gas and oil Texas 
| assets. 
| Patti Moore & Ben Lessy fol- 
| lowed in Duke Ellington at Chi 
—* Connie Moore on the bill 

00. 
| Coppers warning teemagers whe 
|flood Village at Easter vacash 
| they’ll be clinked till papa comes 
if they sleep in cars. 


Chicago 
(Delaware 7-4984) 

Preston Foster headlined 10-day 
| Chicago Sportsman's Show at the 
Amphitheatre. 

Eric Bentley, legit director and 
| savant, speaking at Goodman The- 
| atre. 

Hollywood actress Ruta Lee in 
| town last weekend to play a Lithu- 
anian benefit. 

Balaban & Katz prexy Dave Wal- 
lerstein and wife left for two-week 
vacation at Sun Valley, Idaho. 

_Leo Zabelin back in town, this 
time in advance of “South Pacific,” 
opening the McVickers March 26. 

Aaron Copeland here for North- 
western U. Musical School presen- 
tation of his opera, “The Tender 
Land.” 

Ed Seguin, B&K ad-pub chief, 
named to p.r. committee of Illinois 
American Cancer Society to head 
the Movies Division. 

Jack Kirsch, prez of Allied Thea- 
tres of Illinois, heading Theatre 
and Amusements Division of 1958 
Boy Scouts of America campaign 
for the ninth year. 

Wally Corvin, accordionist who 
once worked with French chirper 
Genevieve and more recently with 
Jimmy Blade orch at the Drake 














nox Milne, actress, and Jimmy Lo- 
gan, comedian, vice-chairmen. 


Hotel, has gone back to teaching 
mathematics. 
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{where he had been employed 35; ness. In pictures for 28 years, he 


OBITUARIES | 


,including an exclusive interview 
with Guglielmo Mi&urconi, inventor 
of wireless telegraphy. The Mar- 
coni interview was via shortwave 
between N. Y. and Rome. 

The writer joined the AP staff 
in 1927 and for more than 25 years 


HARRY COHN 

Harry Cohn, 66, a founder and} 
president of Columbia Pictures, 
died Feb. 27 in Phoenix, Ariz., of 
a heart attack. He had been in 
indifferent health for some time 
and had suffered a previous seiz- 
Reputed the last of the Holly- 





ure wrote a daily radio-tv column ap- 

wood studio czars, he was a PiC- pearing in hundreds of subscriber s 
ture-maker with a keen flair for newspapers. He began his jour- 
story, talent and editing values. nalism career on the old Cham- 
Details in the picture section. paign (Il!.) News. Before joining 
the N. Y. staff of AP ne worked in 


DAVID N. MARTIN the Chicago bureau. 


Yavid N. Martin, 5s§ naging : — 
a — ae pony Bae the Butterfield contributed toe many 
Tivoli cireuit of Australia, died technical journals and was repre- 
Mareh 2 in San Francisco, wile sendted in a flock of radio-tv books 


with his views on the fifth estate. 


a round-the-world talent scout- } ; 
After his retirement from the AP 


trip. He was the victm of a : I 
heart aitack suffered during the staff in 1954 he mov ed to Lakeland 
night at the Clift Hotel. from his home in Norwalk, Conn. 


re- 


Two years later he came out 


Martin had teen scheduled to go 








Sid 


DEC. 11, 1898 — MAR. 10, 1950 









to Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Chi-,tirement to do a special press kit 
cago and New York, thence to Lon-| for NBC's 30th anni. — ; 
den. and afterward was to return Surviving are his wife, Bessie, a 
to New York, where he was to! son and two daughters. 
have conferred with Eddie Elkort, 
ot General Artists Corp., who rep- | 
resented him there. | 
Martin's first major job in show 





J. LYSLE HARDING 

J. Lysle Harding, 52, veteran) 
0 Pittsburgh theatre manager whose | 
biz was as advertising and publ'c- career dates back to the days of 
ity manager for Paramount Pic-| the old Rowland & Clark circuit, | 
tures in Australia in 1919. He fol-| died of a-heart attack Feb. 12 in 
lowed with a post with Universal | that city. For more than 30 years, 
Pictures. After thet he built the | he had served first with R-C, then | 


other Northern comedians, 


years. 
Wife, brother and three sisters 
survive. 


JOHN E. BLAKELEY 
John E. Blakeley, 69, exhibitor, 


' producer and distributor, died Feb. 
20 in Stockport, Lancashire, Eng. 
He 


started In the film trade in 
1908 as a distributor and later 
turned to production, first in Lon- 
don and then in Manchester 
where, in 1947, he opened studios 


aud produced several films starring 


reorge Formby, Frank Randle and 
until 
the studios were sold to the BBC 
in 1954. 


Blakely was managing director | 
of Mancunian Film Corp. and | 
Blakeleys’ Film Productions and | 


was the proprietor of two cinemas 
managed by his sons, Tom and 
John : 

His wife and two sons survive. 





JOHN HELD JR. 

John Held Jr., 69, cartoonist 
whose “Flapper-girl’ illustrations | 
became the symbol of the 1920s in | 
the U. S., died March 2 in Belmar, 
N. J 


In the 1920s he was one of the 
country’s best known cartoonists. 
His flapper was epitomized in a 
comic strip character, “Margy.” | 
His drawings appeared in the old | 
Life magazine, Judge and College 
Humor. His woodcuts illustrating 
old songs and melodramas were 
featured in the New Yorker. 

Wife, daughter, two sisters and. 
a brother survive. + 





BERT ALLERTON 
Bert Allen Gustafson, 69, retired 
magician known professionally as 
Bert Allerton, died Feb. 22 in El- 
gin, IIL He had performed regu- 
lariy in the Pump Room of Chi's | 
Ambassador East Hotel from 1941 | 
to 1955, when he retired. His spe- 
cialty was sleight - of - hand per- | 
formed at viewers’ tables. He was | 
a past national prexy of the sel 

ciety of American Magicians. 
His wife, brother and a sister) 
survive. | 


DOYXALD MILLER 
Donald Miller, 65, director of 
special presentations of CBS Radio | 
Spot Sales, died of a heart attack 
March 2 in Norwalk, Conn. Miller 
had been with CBS since 1942, 
later becoming sales manager of 
WCBS, the web’s New York flag- 
ship, and moving to spot sales in 
1952. Prior to his CBS affiliation, 
he had been with several national 
magazines and al agencies. 
Survived by wife, a son and a 
daughter. 


MRS. THOMAS POWERS 
Mrs. Thomas Powers, 71, wife of 
the company manager of George 
Brandt's touring production of “Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof” starring Victor 
Jory, died of a heart attack March 
2 on the train carrying the com- 





Liberty Theatre, Sydney, which he} 
sold to M-G-M in 1937. Upon sell- | 
ing that house, he promoted the | 
Minerva Centre, a development 
which included the Minerva Thea- 
tre. He was also interested in other 
development companies and in 


gratefully acknowledges kind 
condolence shown by his 
bereavement. 











1944 became managing director - 
the Tivoli circuit, which  intro- 
duced Tivoli Celebrity Vaudeville. | 

Martin was one of the more| 
knowledgeable talent buyers in the 
world, having almost annually 
gone on worldwide tours to ac- 
quaint himself with new acts, new 
trends in entertainment, and also 
theatre operation and construction. | 
He was regarded as a stern disci- | 
plinarian as far as talent was con- 
cerned and made all acts toe the | 
mark as far as their behavior oA 


In Memoriam 


Sid Grauman 





(The Little Giant of Show Biz) 
You'll never be forgotten, Sid. 
Arthur S. Wenzel 





the theatre and performance was 
concerned. | 

Survived by his wife, a son and | 
daughter, 
! 





CHARLES E, BUTTERFIELD 

Charles E. Butterfield, 65, vet 
Associated Press radio and tv edi- 
tor, died of cancer, March 3, in 
Lakeland, Fla. 

Butterfield was a pioneer in 


radio columning with a thorough 
knowledge of technical aspects of | 
electronics and radio telephony. As 
the AP’s initial radio editor and 
columnist he was in on many firsts 






The Family of EMANUEL SACKS 


many 


| Virginia,” 


| Lives” and “Kissing Time.” She 
'also appeared 


Stanley Corp., which acquired the p 
chain, Warner Bros. and Stanley | ctand in Wilmington, Del. 
Warner. _ | She was removed from the New 
Harding was manager of SW- york-bound express in Johnstown, 
Sheridan Square, a naber in East pa. and rushed to a hospital, where 
Liberty at the time of his death. | she was pronounced dead. 
He entered the business as an usher | eee 
MERCIE B. CARLSON 
| Mercie B. Carlson, 81, in vaude 
and niteries for more than 57 years 
as conductor of an all girl orch, 
died Feb. 23 in Medford, Mass., 
following a brief illness. She had 
'an eight piece orch at the old Bow- 
doin Square Theatre in Boston for 
more than a decade and conducted 
an all girl orch on the B. F. Keith 
circuit. 
| Surviving are her husband and 
two daughters. . 


EDGAR F. MUEHLEMANN 
Edgar F. Muelemann, 56, vice 
president of Local 8, International 


any from Pittsburgh to its next 






expregions of sympathy and 
friends in their recent 


and rose through the ranks to chief 
of service, treasurer, assistant man- 
ager and finally manager. 





His wife, a former telephone | 
operator for the circuit he worked | 
or, and his mother survive. 











|Assn. of Theatrical Stage Em- 
| ployes, died Feb. 23 in Philadel- | 
phia, while working at the Locust 
St. Theatre. He formerly was with | 
Warner Bros. theatres in Philly) 
‘and Atlantic City. 

Survivirg are a brother and sis- 
ter, wife of comedian Harry Rose. 


EDITH TALIAFERRO 

Edith Taliaferro, 64, actress, 
died March 2 in Newtown, Conn., 
after a long illness. 

She was known for her portrayal 
of the heroine in “Rebecca oi Sun- 
nybrook Farm,” which played at | 
the Republic Theatre in New York 
48 years ago. Her other legit ap- 
pearances included “The Evange- 
list,” “Young Wisdom,” “Tipping 
the Winner,” “A Breath of Old 
“The Best Sellers,” | 
“Please Get Married,” “Private 


pEreesrast | 
FLORA STAD 
Mrs. Flora Stad, 65, harpsichord- 
ist, died Feb, 26 in Philadelphia. | 
She was the widow of Ben Stad, 
violinist and founder of the Amer- 
ican Society of Ancient Instru- 
ments. Group was dedicated to 
preserving music and instruments 


in v ill - 
radio, a vaudeville end of the Renaissance. 


Her husband, actor House B. Surviving are two sons and a 
Jameson, and sister, actress Mabe! @aushter. s 
aliaferro, survive. FRED PABST | 
, Fred Pabst, 88, chairman emeri- | 
tus of Pabst Brewing Co. board of 
directors, died Feb. 21 in Ocono-| 
mowoc, Wis. He maintained the | 
Pabst Theatre in Milwaukee, | 
where concerts and operas are pre- | 
sented, and he contributed great- 
ly to the Milwaukee Art Institute. 

Surviving are his wife, five sons 
and a daughter. 


| 


} 





EDWARD CLEARY 

Edward Cleary, 58, operator of 
Cleary Transfer Co., died of a' 
heart attack Feb. 2 in Chicago. He 
was well known to legit producers 
and managers for having hauled 
virtually every touring show that 
has played Chicago in the past 
three decades. F 

Cleary had operated his own | —— 
company for. the past nine years | JACK LOW 
and previously had managed the’ Jack Low, 60, vet actor. died Feb. 
old Central Transfer Co. in Chi, 21 in Hollyweod after twoyear ill- 


had been inactive since an accident 
two years ago. At that time he 
was a regular in “Wild Bill Hickok” 
vidpix series. 
Widow and son 
deejay, survive. 


Jack Low Jr 





RAYMOND T. MOLONEY 

Raymond T. Moloney, 58, prez of 
the Bally Manufacturing Co., coin 
machine makers, died Feb. 26 in 
Chicago. He also headed the de- 
funct Bally records label and an 
electrical equipment firm. 

Survived by wife, two sons, three 
daughters, two brothers and a 


| Sister, 





EDMUND 8S. LENNON 
Edmund S. Lennon, former vice- 
president in charge of sales for 


WATV channel 13) and WAAT, 
Newark, died Feb. 26 at his Sum- 
;mit, N. J., home, after a long 
illness. 

He had been associated with 


these stations for 20 years 
MARION E. ANDERSON 
Marion E. (Andy) Anderson, 55, 
branch manager for Paramount 
in Omaha for years, died Feb. 26 
in South Sioux City, Neb., while 


> |on the road for that company 


Survived by wife, mothe 


and two sisters. 


son, 





RUSSELL G. GROWER 
Russell Gordon Grower, former 
Paramount technician and actor, 
was shot and killed by a bandit in 
Ontario, Cal., Feb. 21. 
During recent vears he had been 
an Ontario detective. 





SYDNEY S. STREET 


Sydney S. Street. 69, Paramount | 
location manager, died Feb. 25 in | 
Hollywood. He had been with the) 


studio since 1925. 
_His wife, son and daughter sur- 
vive. 





Mother, Mrs. Charles D. Vocalis, 
of stage manager Charles Forsythe 
(Katharine Cornell-Guthrie Mc- 


Clintic office), died in her native | 


Atlanta Feb. 15. She was well 
known in legit and radio circles in 


Georgia; during the war she or- | 


ganized professional shows for the 
U. S. Govt. Hospital No. 48. 


Charlie Goldberg, 62, profes- 
sional department head of Chappel 
Music in New York for more than 
37 years, died March 4 in N.Y. His 
wife, two sisters 
survive. 








Mrs. Bessie K. Nelson, 65, for- 
mer operatic soprano, died Feb. 1 
in Chicago. Survived by husband, 
Jacob K., a retired musician; son, 
daughter, two brothers and three 
sisters, 





Mrs. Lois Albright Santoro, 67, 
for years proprietor of Ross-Fenton 
Farms, Asbury Park, N.J., where 
many name performers received 
early recognition, died Feb. 26 in 
Hollywood. 





Mother, 77, of Ann Marsters, Chi 
American film reviewer, died Feb 
27 in Chicago. Also oe is an- 
other daughter, Mrs. Ruth Snyder, 


wife of 88er Bill Snyder. 





Father, 73, of Virginia Marma- 
duke, Chicago newspaper writer 
and radio-tv personality, died Feb. 
25 in that city. 





Mrs. Cleo Patricia Marks, 48, 
widow of Edward Arnold, died 
Feb. 23 in Hollywood. Surviving 
is her widower, Max Marks. 





Mother, 76, of Richard Maibaum, |? 


legit, film and tv dramatist, died 
Feb. 26 in Washingion, D. C., after 
a long illness. 

Mrs. Curtis Smith, 34, staff mem- 
ber of the Southwest Theatre 
Equipment Co., died Feb, 21 in 
Dallas, 





John P. Brown, 71, manager of 
the Latchis Theatre, Newport 
N. H., died there Feb. 17. 





Henry L. Mausert, 88, onetime 
exhibitor in Greenwich, N. Y., died 
Feb. 24 in Adams, Mass. 





Wife of Jay Morelle, vaude pro- 
ducer, died recently in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, 

Father, of Zeke and Tony 
Nichols, theatrical bookers in Pitts- 
burgh, died Feb. 17 in that city. 

Mother, 80, of artists rep Al 
Kingston and actor Tom Kingston, 
died Feb. 23 in Hollywood 

Mother, of Les Rawlins. general 
manager of KDKA radio in Pitts- 
burgh, died Feb. 28 in Columbus, O 


Milton E. Blanchard, 





Mrs. 87, 


and a brother | 


former Mills College music teacher, 
died Feb, 26 in Red Bluff, Cal. 
Abe Lefton, 57, vet rodeo an- 
nouncer, died Feb. 23 of chronic 
palsy in Newhall, Cal 


Mother, 78, of actor Sterling Hol- 


loway, died Feb. 23 in Burbank, 
Cal 

Gudula Blau to Karlheina 
Boehm, Munich, West Germany, 
Feb. 10. Both are German film 
players 

Pat McLennan to Douglas Gil- 
lingham, Vancouver, Feb 8. 


Bride's a CBC receptionist; he’s a 


producer with CBUT-TV there. 
_May Britt to Eddie Gregson, 
Tijuana, Mexico, Feb. 22. Bride 


and groom are film players. 


Mrs. Erin Considine Ross to 
Sherman Troxel, San Francisco, 
Feb. 28. Bride is daughter of film 
producer-writer John Considine 


and granddaughter of pioneer ex- 
hibitor Alexander Pantages 

Nancy Johnson to Dick Carter, 
San Francisco, Feb. 28. Both are 
featured with San Francisco Ballet 
Company. 

Paulette Goddard to Erich Maria 


Remarque, Branford, Conn., Feb. 
25. She is a film actress; he’s a 
novelist. 

Jamie Dina to Joe Silvia, Chi- 
cago, Feb. 28. Bride’ the femme 
chirper of the Mellolarks; he’s 
trumpeter for WBBM-TV orch in 


Chi, 

Nancy Meffin to Jerry Kaufman, 
Feb. 27, N. Y. Bride is a publicist; 
groom is an office assistant with 
legit producer David Merrick. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Earl Klein, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, Feb. 23. Father 
is DAILy VARIETY court reporter. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Weist, son, 
Norwalk, Conn., Feb, 16. Father is 
a radio-tv actor. 

Mr. and Mrs, Tom Lavelle, son, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. Father is Capi- 
| tol Records manager in Pitt, 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Covey, son, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 21. Father's a di- 
rector at WIIC there. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fraser, son, 
Portsmouth, Va., Feb. 13. Father, 
former screen actor, is with WAVY- 
TV there; mother is an ex-screen 
actress Ann Gillis, 

Mr. and Mrs. Sy Gair, daughter, 
Chicago, Jan. 20. Father is with 
| WBBM sales in that city 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Glucksman, 
| daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Feb 
| 26. Father is a tv producer and 
Jerry Lewis’ personal manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mathews, 
daughter, New York, Feb. 27. 
Mother is singer Joanne Hill; father 
is national promotion manager for 
Capitol Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Taylor, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, Cal., Feb. 22. 
Father is sales rep at Golden West 
| Broadcasters for KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Cordell, son, 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. Father is sales 
, manager of KABC-Radio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Brooks, 
daughter, Montreal, Feb. 17. Fa- 
\ ther is a singer, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Russell Woodard, 
daughter, New York, Feb. 28. 
Mother is daughter of Wolfe Kauf- 
man, former Varrety staffer in 
N. Y. and now Paris representative 
of concert impresario S. Hurok. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Papp, 
daughter, New York, March 2. 
Father is founder and producer of 
the N. Y. Shakespeare Festival and 
CBS-TV stage manager; mother 
is actress Peggy Bennion. 


ASCAP’s $13-Mil 


Continued from pace | Seems 











penses also went 
wise, from 17.6% 


up percentage- 
to 17.9% of the 


gross, or slightly more than last 
year. The expense ratio, however, 
was still below that of the pre- 
vious two years. Comptroller 


George Hoffman made the finan- 


cial report. 


Stanley Adams, chairman of 
ASCAP'’s exec committee, made 
the president's report for prexy 


Paul Cunningham who is currently 
resting in Puerto Rico after a re- 
cent illness. Main target of the 
ASCAP board was the passage of 
the bill, now before the Senate, to 
remove exemption of the juke- 
boxes from the licensing provisions 
of the Copyright Act. Hearings on 
this bill will open in the Senate 
April 

L. Wolfe Gilbert, board member 
and Coast resident, made the key- 
note speech, rapping some ASCAP 
members who have taken some of 
the Society's internal problems to 


court 
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“Denise Lor, one of the recruits from video, 
is showeasing on the N.Y. posh time and in- 
dicates that she'll be a regular in these 
talent marts. Her initial try at the Persian 
Room makes it evident that she has the 
assurance, charm and singability to ply the 
carriage trade spots.” Jose. 


WALTER WINCHELL 


“The Plaza Hotel reports that Denise Lor 
is a surprise hit at the Persian Room.” 


GENE KNIGHT 
New York Journal-American 


‘Denise Lor flying high . . . Entering the 
last week of a highly successful engage- 
ment, Denise Lor, the new singing star, is 
continuing to pack the Persian Room . 
Invariably, she brings the sedate Persian 
Room patrons to their feet—applauding. A 
girl can't do better than that.” 


FRANCES MERRON 
New York Post 


“The Plaza Persian Room turned its spot- 
light Wednesday on the pretty person of 
Denise Lor, versatile thrush of the Garry 
Moore TV show , . She is, in brief, a 
click chick.” 


LEE MORTIMER 
New York Mirror 


Don't miss: DENISE LOR at the Plaza 
you've got but two or three days in which 
to catch the lovely and exciting Denise 
Lor at the famed Persian Room of the 
Plaza Her voice is wonderful Her ma- 
terial is wonderful. She's wonderful” 


LOUIS SOBOL 
New York Journal-American 


Welcome to* a new supper club star— 
Denise Lor, a singing charmer now at the 


Plazas Persian Room 


JERRY KRUPNICK 

The Newark Star-Ledger 

Denise Lor, the beautiful blue eved brun- 
ette who brightens; Garry Moore's daily 
video stanza, is a gal who can have her 
cake and -*+ it too. For, along with her 


day. ‘ry, she has become a wee- 
I ond a great one at that 
Dennie is cu.. uty holding forth at the 


Plaza’s Persian Room and has been turn-; 


ing ‘em away during her month long stint." 


WILLIAM B. POPE 
News, Dallas 


“Judging trom her reception Thursday 
night at the Statler Hilton's Empire Room, 
Denise Lor can stay around the Dallas 
big-league supper club circuit as long as 
she wants to. Whether she’s singing blues 
or straight pops, Denise is full of person- 

ity ——* good looking and has a voice 
to match.” 


R 
Statler-Hilton, Dallas 


“Denise Lor, French songstress on a hiatus 
irom the Garry Moore tv show, scores easily 
as a supper club act. Her pipings keep hei 
way ahead. Wrapup and begoff of the 35 
minute songalog, is a belting ‘Rock-A-Bye 
Your Baby.’ ” Bark. 


Public Relations: DAVID O. ALBER Associates 
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‘Lady. 


© Television: 


Credited with the most television 
network performances (2,117 ap- 
pearances). 


© Recordings: 


“IF | GIVE MY HEART TO YOU" 
—over 1,000,000 records sold! 


® Theatre: 


Star of "HIGH BUTTON SHOES" 
at the Starlight Theatre, Kansas 
City. 


®@ Supper Clubs: 


Record breaking engagements: 
PERSIAN ROOM, 

Hotel Plaza, New York 
EMPIRE ROOM, 
Statler-Hilton, Dallas 


Personal Management: HARRY WEISSMAN 








